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After eight long years in the making, Ashwood College’s Performing Arts Centre (PAC) is finally complete, with the 
official opening being held on Thursday, 7 August. 
 
The centre was opened by Bob Stensholt MP, State  Member for Burwood.  Anna Burke MP, Federal  
Member for Chisholm was also in attendance.  The opening was attended by students, parents and teachers from the 
college; principals and representatives from our local primary schools; representatives from local kindergartens, local 
clubs and organisations. 
 
Another special guest at the opening was former Ashwood College Principal, Kate Long.  It was Kate’s vision for the 
college to have a functional, modern theatre with the latest sound and lighting facilities. Kate was delighted to speak 
at the opening and provided the audience with a précis of the long haul over the past eight years to see the PAC 
through to fruition. 
 
The night included many outstanding performances by the college’s very talented music  
and performing arts students. 
  
Kerrie Croft—Principal 
 

Photo 1:  Bob Stensholt, presenting his opening address 
Photo 2:  Bob Stensholt and Kate Long ‘open’ the centre 
Photo 3: L to R:  Sharon Rice (Council President), Kerrie Croft, Bob Stensholt,  
                           Anna Burke, Kate Long, Tony Kuc 
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Ashwood College  
Performing Arts Centre 

Official Opening 

 Apology 
 
Due to unforseen circumstances we  
were unable to print Ashwords last    
week.  We apologise for any 
inconvenience caused. 
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Last Friday the Year 10 OES A class participated in a 
full day excursion, cross country skiing at  
Lake Mountain.  Lake Mountain is our closest ski  
resort to Melbourne and is purely a cross country ski  
resort with tobogganing as well.  After a mandatory stop 
at the Marysville Bakery and getting the ski gear we 
headed up the mountain.  We were fortunate to  
experience the best snow that Lake Mountain has had in 
years.  There was over 70cm of snow depth throughout 
the trails.  For a group of students who had never cross 
country skiied before, they did a great job picking up the 
skills quickly and were soon gliding along the 
trails.  They even received compliments from other 
group instructors who thought they had skiied  
before!!  The students also did an excellent job in the 
weather conditions.  Even though it's not as  
concerning in the snow, it was quite a wet, overcast day 
on the mountain, but it didn't affect the students and they 
handled it very well.  After climbing up for most of the 
day the students enjoyed a quicker decent with 2km of 
downhill to the carpark.  There might have been a few 
sore muscles or bottoms on the weekend but overall a 
great day at the snow. 

Melissa Worth  - Year 10 Outdoor and  
Environmental Studies Coordinator 

Year 10 Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies:  Cross Country Skiing  

Thanks very much to Mr Walsh and Mr Young for  
assisting on the day. Our next excursions in Year 10  
Outdoor Education are kayaking in Week 8 for OES B 
and Week 10 for OES A. 

ALEX AMY 

ELAINE MONIQUE 

Keys, please 
This program, run by Vic Roads, was attended by a small 
but enthusiastic group of Ashwood College  
students and their parents. 
 
A role play was conducted. Our driver was suitably har-
assed by her backseat passenger, the road  
conditions were flashed at her, all the while she was 
‘driving’. This was representative of all the situations 
that must be considered whilst driving and highlighted 
the need for comprehensive driver education. Statistics 
were quoted and surprisingly, learner drivers have very 
few accidents. However, once a driver becomes  
licensed, those statistics alter markedly, with a  
major increase in accidents causing death or serious  
injury.  
 
Thanks to those who braved the chilly evening. I hope 
you were able gain some knowledge to contribute to a 
long and safe driving career. 
Sandra Baker - Year 10 Coordinator. 
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Year 8 Festival for Healthy Living 
All Year 8 students have been heavily involved in the 
Festival for Health Living Program, which has been  
running in their sport classes since Term 2.  They are in 
the final stages of preparing for the upcoming  
performance.  The final performance is on Thursday 28th 
August in the Performing Arts Centre and a circus tent 
on the Ashwood College tennis courts. Students will 
have full dress rehearsals on Wednesday 27th August, 
during school time.  This will give the students a chance 
to see what their peers have been working on as well as 
the other schools in our community. These rehearsals 
and performances are a compulsory part of their  
curriculum. On Thursday 28th August, students are  
expected to be at the Ashwood College Hall by 5pm, 
ready for a 6pm start. 

On Tuesday 12th August, all Year 8 students received a 
letter outlining what is happening over the next couple of 
weeks and the ticket arrangements.  All families of  
students involved are able to purchase 2 tickets.  Each 
ticket is $5 and this money needs to accompany the slip 
on the bottom of the letter sent home.  Tickets are to be 
purchased from the Ashwood College General Office 
and today is the last day for ticket sales. 

We are looking forward to seeing the amazing skills the 
students have learnt over the 17 week program in various 
artistic domains of Circus, Contemporary Dance, Physi-
cal Comedy and Hip Hop. 

Adam, Suharshan and Jason Stuart and Denis 

Maddy W 

Ashleigh, Lourdinia and Caitlin 
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Information Evening 
Year 9 & 10, 2009  

Wednesday 3rd September 
7:00 pm Year 9 (2009) 
8:00 pm Year 10 (2009) 

 
The information evening for students going into Year 9 
(2009) and Year10 (2009) will be held in the PAC on 
this evening. The first session at 7:00pm will be for 
Year Nine students (2009), and the second session at 
8:00pm will be for Year Ten students (2009) 
 
These sessions are compulsory. We are over subscribed 
at these year levels and so it is essential that parents, 
along with their students, attend. This will  ensure that 
information is received that will allow them to make the 
appropriate subject choices for the next year level. Any 
further enquiries please contact Sandra Baker (current 
Year 9 & 10 Coordinator). 
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English Week  28/7 - 1/8 
Ashwood College celebrated English week from 28th 
July to the 1st of August. There were a variety of  
activities to encourage the awareness and participation 
of both students and staff in things literary.  Students 
from years 7 to 10 participated in Limerick writing, 
short story writing and spelling competitions within 
their classes. The winners of each class then  
participated in year level competitions. There were  
literary quiz questions each day for staff and students to 
ponder and the staff held the traditional Literary  
Morning Tea where the challenge is to create something 
delicious with a literary theme. The winning entry was 
Sandra Baker’s ‘Catcher in the Rye’ – a platter of her 
(renowned and delicious) curried egg, rye bread  
sandwiches surrounding a baseball mitt holding a  
baseball. 
 
From the students, our winning 50 word stories are: 
 
The Raindrop Falls  by Scott Gulbis 7B. 
I nervously wait in the cloud. This is the first and last 
thing I will ever do I tell myself. I walk cautiously  
toward the edge of the cloud and without a word I jump. 
Air rushes past me as I plummet towards the ground. I 
die with a wet splat. 
 
Invisible Thunder  by Patrick Dalton 8B. 
The savannah down below was quiet and seemed  
undisturbed by the distant thunderous rumbling of the 
two North American F-22 Raptors flying at 9,000 feet 
above the ground. The F-22’s computer beeped, alerting 
the pilot to a radar contact 14 nautical miles away. The 
computer indicated the contact hostile. Launch! 
 
The Drought  by Andrew Caldwell 9B. 
Helpless farmers gaze at the dry mess that is their  
demons, that once provided food for their family;  
pondering why, what did they ever do to be in this  
situation? Malnutritioned animals stumble helplessly 
about, their source of salvation now completely gone. 
The drought has taken its toll. 
 
The Vampire  by Zara Aghajanyan 10A. 
The lacquered coffin stayed silent in the cold hearted 
tomb. Wind whistled through the dark cracks. Exactly 
when the silhouette of the moon gazes out of the sky, 

the lid of the coffin creaks to the side and fire slim  
fingers slide out. The inhumane smooth face of the 
vampire appears. 
 
Our winning limericks are: 
There are lots of cows in the meadow 
Some big, some small, some yellow! 
They woke up one night 
With a massive fright 
To find all their friends were rainbow.   
Tomi Levinson 7D 
 
Once there was a man from Leeds 
Who swallowed a packet of seeds 
Because he was insanium? 
A geranium grew from his cranium 
And his head was covered in weeds.   
Laurence Jansen 8C 
 
There was once a girl on the beach 
Who was told she had to teach 
She skipped school one day 
Didn’t get her pay 
So she went without buying a quiche.   
Sophie Callant 8C 
 
Good limericks are hard to find 
As one often can not make a fifth line 
And now I, Alex Brown 
Am creating one right now 
So how can I get this to rhyme?    
Alex Brown 9C 
 
There was a Canadian Ranger 
He walked past a sign that said ‘Danger’ 
He fell down a well 
Hit his head on a bell 
And thought he saw Jesus in a manger.   
Hannah Blaber 10B 
 
There was a young man named Roland 
Who lived in a country called Poland 
He got a sty 
While eating pie 
Which later they discovered was stolen.  
Stephanie Farmer 10 B 
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And our winning spellers are: 
 
Charith Lekamarachchi  9B 
Pari Komak 8B 
Nilab Shafai 9B 
 
Congratulations and well done to all who participated. 
Deborah Morrison - English / ESL Coordinator 
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A big thank you to all the students and family 
 members who expressed interest in the trip planned for 
April 2009. A special thanks for those who  
followed through with the deposit. Sadly, we did not 
have quite enough takers to make it happen.  
It is such a firm tradition at Ashwood College that the 
trip will definitely not be cancelled but, instead,  
re-costed towards the end of Term 2 next year, and a new 
trip put forward for September 2010. Given the recent 
increases to costs, this will give those  
interested plenty of time to save and make it happen! 

Go Melbourne    
9B & 9C are embarking on their  
journey into Melbourne City next week 
(Monday 25th – 28th ) as part of the  
‘I Can’ Year 9 programme. They will 
spend 4 days investigating a research topic, doing  
discovery trails, hearing from people who help the  
homeless within the city and so much more. All students 
must be at the base area by 9am sharp and always have 
their mobile phone with them (and on!). Thanks to all the 
staff who are heading into the city with them. We will 
update you on their adventure next week. 
 
Dale Wain  -  Humanities Coordinator 

Fiona Morris - LOTE Coordinator  

China Trip, 2009: 
POSTPONED not cancelled.  

Parent Tutors 
We currently have a wonderful group of parent tutors  
aiding our ESL students with English support in a variety 
of subject areas.   
 
However, we are calling for more people to offer their 
time and English ability in helping our ESL students and 
their teachers.  
 
If you have an hour or two free during the week and are 
interested in this area of contribution to Ashwood 
College, please contact Deborah Morrison on 98071333 
or morrison.deborah.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Deborah Morrison— ESL Coordinator 

Mid Semester Parent/Teacher  
Interviews 
This year the mid semester parent/teacher interviews will be 
held over the last two days of Term 3.  We are trialling this 
new system as a result of parent feedback.  Formerly our mid 
semester parent/teacher interviews were held in the first week 
of Term 4.  Many parents (and teachers) indicated that Term 4 
is too late, particularly for senior students to catch up on their 
work.  The holidays provide the opportunity for students to 
catch up if necessary before Term 4 commences. 
 
Arrangements for the Parent Teacher Interviews are as  
follows: 
 
Please note that students are required to attend the  
interviews with their parents. 
 
Thursday, 18 September Normal school day 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 
4.00 pm – 8.00 pm  
(meal break 5.30 - 6.00pm) 

Friday, 19 September No classes on this day (students 
are required to attend interviews 
with their parents) 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 9.00 
am – 12.00 pm  (morning tea 
break 10.30—11.00am) 

 
Mid Semester Reports will be distributed to parents early in 
the last week of Term 3.  

Kerrie Croft—Principal 



��������� �	
��
�����������������

DEECD Parent Opinion Survey 

Deborah Podhorodecki  - Leading Teacher 
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The 2008 Parent Opinion Survey conducted by the  
Department of Education and Early Childhood  
Development is being conducted in schools state-wide 
from August 25th to September 5th 2008. 
 
The objective of the survey is to collect data about  
parent opinions for use by individual schools to guide 
school improvement efforts. The survey provides  
valuable data that enables schools to better understand 
how the parent community feels about the school. 
 
Each year a group of randomly selected parents is asked 
to respond to the brief survey.  The responses to the  
survey are entirely anonymous. 
 
If your family is one of the selected group, we need your 
input and value your opinions so please take the time to 
complete and return the questionnaire in the  
enclosed envelope to the school by Friday 5th  
September. 
 
Please contact me at the College if there are any  
questions regarding this survey. 

Ashwords is Going Fortnightly 
As part of the College’s commitment to the  
sustainability of our environment, we are moving  
towards ‘distributing’ our College newsletter on line.  
Currently a hard copy of Ashwords is printed and  
distributed fortnightly and also appears on the College  
website. 

 
A hard copy of Ashwords will be produced, printed and 
distributed fortnightly for the remainder of this year.  
From the beginning of 2009, the main method of  
distribution will be on line.  However, we are aware that 
some families may not have access to internet facilities.  
A limited number of copies of the newsletter will be 
printed for these families and also for distribution to  
local primary schools, clubs and organisations. 

 
We thank parents and students for your assistance in 
helping the college make a significant contribution to 
improving our environment. 
Kerrie Croft - Principal   

7B Class Report 
We've had a most productive year so far, with 7B  
students strongly represented in a wide range of  
activities.. The Year 7 camp at Shark Bay was hailed as a 
success by all (no sharks in sight), but was declared too 
short by some! 
Chynea Lang excelled at the All High Cross Country, 
coming 23rd in the State for her age level. Sophie Ozard, 
currently performing in the School Production 'Battle of 
the Bands', performed solo at Open Night and recently 
won the Ashwood 'A Factor' Talent Quest. Well done 
girls! 
We have also been very well represented in the Spelling 
B, Maths Competition, English Competition and the 
Year 7 & 8 Band.  Justin Bang and Kathy Cheng have 
also demonstrated their considerable talent in the use of 
Tonal Rendering in Art. 
We have also welcomed three new students to 7B this 
term. Hyeonsu Do and Lidia Lin from 7C and Martine 
Kolaj from England. 
7B have had a fanstastic start to high school and we look 
forward to good times and great achievements still to 
come. 
Anne Gellatly  - 7B Homegroup Teacher 
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University Open Days  

 

 

Gateway LLEN Pathways Forum 
RSVP: No later than 12 th September to 
Melissa Brown on 92854844 
mbrown@gatewayllen.com.au 
Invitation for parents and young people with dis-
abilities 
in years 9, 10 and 11 (or equivalent) to attend a practical 
pathways 
workshop. 
This forum will empower parents and young people to under-
stand 
key aspects of individual and career pathway planning. 
Each young person attending will be able to take away their 
own 
individual pathway plan for 2009 and practical community 
agency 
and career information for both parents and young people to 
develop 
pathway plans in the future. 
When: Thursday 18 th September 
Where: Gateway LLEN 
Matsudo Room 
27 Bank St 
Box Hill Vic 3128 
(Behind Box Hill Town Hall) 
Time: 5.45pm – 7.40pm 
Light refreshments provided 

Sun 24 Aug   Deakin (Melbourne campus,  
Burwood); Box Hill TAFE ;  
La Trobe (Albury-Wodonga) 

Sun 31 Aug  Australian Catholic Uni  

Some More Photos from the PAC 
Opening………... 
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