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Stop Press: 
RACV AD 
to be made at  Ashwood College 
Following on from the success of Paige Lampier,  
Michelle Christodoulou and Jess Watts' fantastic  
winning entry in this years RACV Transmission  
Competition, there is further excellent news. The 
RACV and Sputnik Advertising Agency have decided 
to film the ad at Ashwood College using ....you guessed 
it, Ashwood students. 
 
There will be two days of shooting for the ad, this 
Wednesday 29th October and then Tuesday the 11th 
November. Over 40 students will be filmed over these 
two days and then 6-10 successful students will be  
chosen from these takes to be used for the ad to be 
screened over January on Channel 7. 
 
Watch the daily student bulletin for more information. 
 
Kath Robinson—Media Studies 
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The College has been awarded accreditation in the  
Department of Education’s Performance &  
Development Culture (P&DC) initiative. 

This initiative identifies the importance of the culture of 
a school in improving the outcomes for students.   
Successful schools create and sustain a culture that has 
a consistent set of values, beliefs and actions that  
explicitly support improvement in the quality of  
teaching.  

To receive accreditation a school is required to meet a 
minimum level of performance (75%) in each of five 
elements.  As our results show below, we achieved well 
above this level in all areas. 
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A program assisting new teachers to  the school - 96.4%�

�
�

For individual teachers and teams of teachers to provide 
feedback to each other on teacher practices and  
effectiveness.  Staff were asked to nominate a  
number of responses for this element.  Hence an overall 
percentage score was not allocated.  All staff responses 
rated in the 90s. 

Teachers indicate their own professional learning  
priorities and incorporate the priorities of the school 
relating to student learning, engagement and wellbeing, 
transitions and pathways and learning technologies -  
92.0%  

Curriculum Day 
Monday November 3 

Students not required at school 

Ashwood College receives  
Performance & Development  
Culture Accreditation  

� . Induction   

2. Use of Multiples Sources of Feedback  

3. Customised Individual Teacher Development    
     Plans  

continue page 2 
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SHAPE UP FOR SUMMER & TRY YOUR 
FIRST CLASS FOR FREE!  

End of Year Concert 
 

Wednesday 19th of November 
Time: 7:30 pm— 9:30pm 

Venue: Performing Arts Centre 
 

  Ticket Bookings Essential 
                   Tickets Available 6th November 

                    Tickets $8 
                     Please wear a Fun Hat 

Commonwealth Championships 
Chynea Lang competed at the State athletics on Tuesday 
the 21st of October for the All Secondary Schools Sports 
and won a Gold Medal in the Triple Jump and 4th place 
in Javelin. We congratulate Chynea for winning gold for 
Ashwood College. 
 
Jeff and Deirdre Lang would also like to thank Mr 
Young for all his support with Beau and Chynea during 
the year with Athletics and Cross Country competitions. 

State Athletics 
Beau Lang has been selected for the Australian team for  
Taekwondo to compete at the Commonwealth  
Championships in Canada in November. Beau has 
trained very hard for this event and we wish him all the   
 best. 
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Teachers believe that a performance and development 
culture exists at the school and that they are supported in 
continuing to develop this culture - 93.3% 

Over the past three years, Ashwood College teachers 
have been focusing on creating a more enriching and 
supporting environment for staff and better outcomes for 
students. Our Accreditation for P&DC is the  
culmination of many hours of work by our teachers and 
recognition that our school has a sustainable  
performance and development culture.  This is evidenced 
by the College identifying areas for improvement of  
individual teacher's professional practice and providing 
targeted professional development to do so.  

Congratulations to all Ashwood College teachers. 
The P&DC results are outstanding, particularly for a 
secondary school setting. These results substantiate 
that as well as a caring and supportive community 
environment, Ashwood College provides an excit-
ing, challenging and contemporary curriculum for 
all its students. 

 
Kerrie Croft—Principal 

4. Quality Professional Learning 

5. Performance & Development Culture  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pilates is popular with all ages and abilities and can 
help with general fitness, a stronger, toned, more 
flexible body, improved posture, injury prevention, 
increased energy and enhanced well being! 
  

Tuesday, 7.30-8.30pm  
Parkhill Primary School Hall,  Parkhill Drive, Ash-

wood.   Mel: 60 K9 
  

Thursday, 9.30-10.30am  
The Uniting Church Hall , High Street Road, 

Mount Waverley .  Mel: 61 G12 
  

Other classes also available, please ask for details 
  

Cost $11.50 per class for block bookings or $15.50 
casual rate. 
  
Booking essential.  Please contact Karen to  
reserve your place:  

  e-mail: karensramsey@hotmail.com           
  Tel: 9808 5152 
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Ashwood College Permaculture 
Food Garden - what is the garden 
group up to? 
If you walk past the garden regularly (and many people 
do!) you will have noticed incremental change. Each 
fortnight we're shifting a dome to a new patch of grass, 
giving the chooks an interesting jungle to live in for a 
bit - until they decimate it. Chooks like to scratch and 
peck, and they do this with much enthusiasm when 
they're given new ground every few weeks. The ground 
they vacate is well-manured and semi-cultivated at this 
stage. The garden group is trying different methods over 
the next few months to work out the most effective way 
of dealing with the very thick mat of grass roots that the 
chickens leave. What we've been doing so far is once a 
patch is vacated by the chooks we put a layer of  
newspaper down, topped with a thick layer of wood-
chips. This is working to a good extent in suppressing 
new grass growth, but it's not getting rid of the root 
mass - even after a few months. This is very tough 
grass! If you have ideas on how to address this in a  
sustainable way, please come and join us on Saturday 
mornings in the garden. Or call me on 0414 588821 to 
discuss any ideas. 
 
Design matters: 
We now have a scale drawing of the fence line (thanks 
to Simon, husband of the garden co-ordinator). We're 
gradually laying out the design in the garden one tree at 
a time. And one of our members, Mary-Lin, has  
designed a logo for some garden signage, which will be 
provided by a local real estate agent. We're going to be 
selecting trees to plant next: so far we're planting the 
trees that Permaculture Melbourne has donated to us: a 
pear, a plum, 3 apples and a cherry tree. If you have 
ideas on what would be nice/suitable/delicious to plant 
in the garden, please come and join us! We also 
have quite a few herbs in the ground; comfrey, sage, 
parsley, lemongrass, marjoram, oregano, yarrow,  
borage. And a few vegies: potatoes, pumpkins,  
cauliflowers. And one of us ate the first strawberry a 
few Saturdays ago! Permaculture Melbourne have also 
donated lots more small plants, ready to be planted out. 
 
Chook matters: 
Individual members of the garden group now have a 
chook care day. So far, the carer gets to keep the eggs  

(which is probably getting a bit much, I collected 14 
one day recently!) Eggs are sold to the canteen for a 
very reasonable price, so students and teachers who buy 
egg sandwiches are now directly supporting the garden. 
The next step involves setting up some sort of breakfast 
program.  
 
The student duty roster now includes feeding some 
scraps to the chickens. At the moment this is their only 
involvement in the garden. We'd like to see some more 
interaction and look forward to working out a way that 
that can be done. 
 
We had a visit from the RSPCA last term, which  
resulted in us receiving approval from an animal  
management point of view for what we are trying to 
achieve in the garden.  
 
Yesterday (Wednesday) we stocked the third  
chookdome with chickens. 
 
Water matters: 
I have purchased some large diameter hoses which 
make it possible to water the plants much more  
efficiently than watering cans. The water pressure is ok, 
as the tanks are uphill from the garden - gravity works! 
The tanks (with 150,000 litre capacity) are full. The 
flow rate is 15 litres per minute. 
 
Garden group matters: 
The group meets on Saturday mornings, come rain, hail 
or shine. So far we're meeting from 10 till noon, then 
'reconvene' over a cuppa and some lunch at the local 
cafe. We're considering meeting a bit earlier in the day 
to beat the heat - last Saturday was a very hot day and 
we all needed a cool drink afterwards. Next Saturday 
looks cooler, so we'll still meet at 10am. Everyone is 
welcome - no experience necessary, all experience  
appreciated. 
 
We're also starting some planning for the summer  
holidays: chickens will need to be fed and eggs  
collected, and trees will need watering. Strawberries 
will need picking! The garden group welcomes  
temporary involvement - if you can only come for a few 
days or weeks during the summer holidays we'll show 
you what needs doing and welcome your involvement. 
 
Mariette Tuohey, Garden Co-ordinator 
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Deans Art Scholarship 2009: 
Each year Deans Art offers a scholarship to a year 10 
student to assist with their VCE studies. The scholarship 
is worth $1000 over two years for VCE. 

 
 

A Year 10 student who is intending to pursue an Art/
Technology/Performing Arts career and who will be 
choosing Arts/Technology subjects in Year 11 and 12. 

 
 

Year 10 students must collect an application form from 
the General Office. Applications are due back Monday 
10th November. Applicants will be informed of their 
interview time and date. 
 
Any enquiries can be directed to Anne Gellatly 
Anne Gellatly – Coordinator 
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Parents & Friends     
 Gaslight Market Night   ����
����  
WHEN: Friday November 21st    7 – 10pm 
 
WHERE: Performing Arts Centre / Hall   
 
We are looking for stall holders, if you have a business 
or a craft / hobby or interest that you think would be  
suitable for our market night then please contact Dale 
Wain at: 9807 1333   or  wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Stall holder applications can be downloaded from the 
website or email Dale Wain for a copy of one. 
 
Gaslight Market Help Needed 
If you can help with the following then we would love 
your help to make this evening a great success and  
fundraiser for items for the students. 
Please ring Dale Wain on 9807 1333 or email 
wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
· Letter box drop of fliers 
· Advertising the market night in local primary 

school newsletters 
· Buying champagne for the evening 
· Helping with ticket sales on the night 
· Assisting in the kitchen for 1hour shifts    
· Wrapping of raffle items 
· Set up / pack up   
· Make Cupcakes and cakes for the night.  � 

Raffle  Donations 
We are running a raffle at the End of Year Concert  on 
November Wednesday 19th and at the Gaslight Market 
night on November 21st. If you have any items that you 
could donate could you please leave these at the general 
office. For the End of Year Concert we are looking for 
items to match this years theme Madhatters, Coffee, 
tea, cups chocolates, hot choc etc etc... 

Coffee Machine 
Do you have a coffee machine that you could bring along 
to the Gaslight Market night to help us make coffee for 
people. Please contact Dale Wain if you can help.  

Process: 

To be eligible you must be: 


