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End of Year Arrangements for 
Year 7 & 8 students 
 
The arrangements for Year 7 & 8 for the end of this 
year were published in the last edition of Ashwords.  To 
ensure that all parents are aware of the arrangements, 
details of the school program for the remainder of this 
year were contained in a letter to parents earlier this 
week and are again outlined below. 
 
School Council endorsed an intensive professional 
learning program for Ashwood College teaching and 
school support staff which will take place in the last 
four days of this term—Tuesday, 16 December to 
Friday, 19 December.  The professional learning 
program will focus on the goals of improved student 
engagement and attendance and improvements in 
teaching and learning.  A coordinated and targeted 
program will include an overhaul of our student 
behaviour management system (student engagement) 
and staff professional learning in new approaches to 
teaching and learning, including classroom visitations 
and feedback.  Staff will also undergo training in the 
use of the four new interactive whiteboards which were 
installed last week and will be involved in developing 
curriculum which incorporate these new technologies.   
  
The College has been selected to be a pilot school for a 
new electronic attendance system.  During these 
professional learning days, teaching and school support 
staff will undertake training in the program.  We are 
particularly excited about this new system.  Evidence 
presented by the company indicates it will result in 
improved communication between students, parents and 
the school, more accurate attendance records and most 
significantly, improved student attendance.  
  
Students will be issued with their Semester 2 reports on 
Monday, 15 December which is the last day of 
timetabled classes for students.  Parents and students 
may make appointments with teachers during the staff 
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professional learning days to discuss students’ reports if 
desired. 
   
The program for Year 7 and 8 students for the 
remainder of this year is as follows: 
   
Thursday, 11 December—Monday, 15 December—
Step Up Program – students are required to attend in 
full P.E. uniform .  Students may be withdrawn from 
activities if they are not in full PE uniform. 
  
Monday, 15 December—Final day of timetabled 
classes.  Final Assembly at 2.30 pm.  End of year 
reports issued to students during Homegroup at 2.50 
pm.  Students dismissed at 3.03 pm. 
  
Tuesday, 16 December—Thursday, 18 December—
Teachers available—by appointment—if parents wish 
to discuss students’ reports. 
  
Tuesday, 16 December—Friday, 19 December—Staff 
Professional Learning Program 
  
Thursday, 18 December—General Office closes at 
4.00 pm and reopens on Thursday, 22 January. 
 
Friday, 19 December—General Office closed. 
  
Wednesday, 28 January—Friday, 30 January, 2009 
—teachers return 
  
Monday, 2 February, 2009—first day for students in 
Year 7, Year 8, Year 9, Year 10 Peer Support Leaders 
only (The remainder of Year 10 students commence on 
Tuesday, 3 February.), Year 11 and Year 12 students. 
 
I wish all students and parents a very happy festive 
season and look forward to seeing you all in 2009. 
 
Kerrie Croft—Principal 
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Instrumental Music  
Lessons 2009 
Enrolment and payment 
can be made at the General Office 
now for 2009. 
 
Brass, Woodwind, Singing,  
Keyboard, Guitar, Bass and Drums. 
Limited places for some instruments. 

 

Uniform Shop 
The uniform shop will be operating additional hours dur-
ing the school holidays on the following days. 
 
Thursday 18th December, 2008 3pm—4pm 
 
Friday 23rd January, 2009  10am—3pm 
 
Tuesday 27th January, 2009   9am—12pm  
 
Thursday 29th January, 2009  12am- 4pm 
 
School term uniform shop hours are as follows: 
 
Tuesday 8.15 am—9.15am 
 
Thursday 3.00pm— 4.00pm 

Footwear 
A reminder to existing and new families that at  
Ashwood College the only acceptable student  
footwear is Black Lace up ‘School’ shoes. This means 
that T-bars for girls are no longer permitted. Nor are 
ballet slippers, fashion shoes and similar types of  
footwear. For both boys and girls, sandshoes, ‘runners’ 
sport shoes (even Black) are not permitted footwear.  
 
Tony Kuc—Assistant Principal 

2nd Hand Books and Uniform  
Money for books sold will be distributed in two  
instalments. 
 
· 1st instalment -  15 December 2008. 

 Money can be collected at the office between  
8.30am - 3.30pm. 

 
· 2nd instalment - 2 March 2008. Money can be  

collected at the office between  
     8.30am - 3.30pm. 
 
Any books not sold by 31 March 2009- can be collected 
at the office during the week March 3 – 7 2008.   
ALL BOOKS NOT COLLECTED BY THIS TIME 
WILL BE DONATED TO APPROPRIATE  
ORGANISATIONS.  



welcome input from everyone. If you have a rotary hoe 
(or you know someone who has a rotary hoe they're 
willing to share with us for a bit) we'd love to hear from 
you. If you can show us how to use it - even better! 
 
Plans for 2009, I hear you ask? Not in any priority  
order: 
 
- Connecting the students and teachers to the garden 
- Sorting the grass problem 
- Sourcing the design for the first pond (there will be 6   
in the final design) - maybe we'll run a design  
competition... 
- Setting up a shade house for growing seedlings for the 
garden and possibly for sale 
- Completing the first mandala - the circle design that the 
garden is based on, and starting on the second  
mandala 
- Setting up some automatic watering systems over 
summer - we're not limited by water restrictions 
- Working out what we'll do in the centre of the garden. 
It's an open centre, with space for ? pizza oven ? seating 
and tables ? some sort of shading devices ? 
 
We're learning a lot as we're going along and we'd love 
to have your company. We hope to see you next year! 
 
Mariette Tuohey—Garden Coordinator 
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Ashwood College Permaculture 
Food Garden 
2008 has been very exciting in the garden. We started 
the year with a fenced area of grass, and a co-ordinator 
who lived in Lara for Term 1 and was in the final throes 
of an extensive renovation of her home in Ashburton. 
Not the best of circumstances, as you can imagine! 
 
So what are we up to now? We have full water tanks, 
with 150,000 litres of water ready to be used in the  
garden. We have 36 chickens in 3 chookdomes, all  
visible from Vannam Drive as you drive past the school. 
The chickens lay eggs, some of which make their way 
to the canteen for egg sandwiches and smoothies. We 
have planted some fruit trees too - a green gage plum, a 
pear tree with a few different pears grafted on, and a 
couple of different apple trees. Many alpine  
strawberries too, which are producing very nicely now, 
and will continue to provide us with strawberries 
throughout the summer and onwards. The strawberries 
are small and very tasty.  More trees are 
planned. During 2008 we've had a visit from the 
RSPCA, who have given us a clear bill of health in 
terms of chook care. We were glad to get their tick of 
approval. Feeding canteen leftovers has been part of the 
student duty roster over the past couple of months. 
 
The main development in 2008 really has been the 
establishment of a volunteer gardening force! We meet 
every Saturday morning to get our 'gardening fix', to 
chat, to weed, to sow and harvest, to plant out seedlings 
and to move the chickens to their next spot to clear 
ground for gardening. We often 'retire' to the local cafe 
for coffee/lunch after finishing in the garden. We are 
looking for new members to join the group; to  
contribute at all levels - if you can come every week 
that would great - if you can once a month, or only  
during school holidays, or only over summer - we'd 
love to have you take part in our activities. We hope to 
establish the first pond early next year and we are  
definitely looking for more input for it. 
 
Our biggest challenge: it's the grass! We're planning 
some experiments to work out the most efficient,  
cost-effective and sustainable way of clearing the grass 
and its very thick root mat. We're open to ideas and  
 

City of Monash proudly presents the 20th 
anniversary  

  

Carols by  
Candlelight  

  
Sunday 14 December 2008  

Jells Park, Wheelers Hill  
  

We hope to see you and your family there to 
celebrate the festive season!  

 See attached flyer for more information or  
contact Arts & Cultural Development on 

9518 3636. 
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Ashwood College  
Community Network 
In schools there are always many  
opportunities for families to volunteer 
their time to assist the school. Often you may not know 
what these opportunities are so we have  
established the Ashwood College Community  
Network.  
 
Throughout the year we will let you know in  
Ashwords newsletter and on the College website about 
various ways that you can help within the school.  
 
Some people find it hard to help out within school hours 
so there may be some jobs that can be done at home, 
others find it easier to come into school during school 
hours to help. 
 
If you have a particular skill or offer of help that you can 
offer to the school then we would love to hear from you. 
This may be at a regular time or once or twice a year or 
as a need arises within the school year. 
 
We would like to thank those families that already  
volunteer their time in many aspects of school life such 
as, canteen, working bees, Parents & Friends, tutoring, 
school council, and many other areas. 
 
If you are able to offer some of your time to  
assisting the school community then please contact  
Dale Wain on 9807 1333 or email 
wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
An area you can help already. 
Mend elastic on Netball bibs (elastic supplied) 

 

Race Around Stonnington 
As representatives of Stonnington Youth Council, we are 
aware how important it is for young people to enjoy their 
well deserved summer holidays.  So we have created an 
event called ‘Race Around Stonnington’’, giving 60 
young people aged between 11-18 years who have a link 
to the area (live, work, study, visit), with an opportunity 
to learn about this great municipality and all of what it 
has to offer young people.  The catch is…there is no 
catch!  Teams have a chance to win fantastic prizes, 
while a fun and exciting day is guaranteed for all! 
 
Participants will work together in groups of 4-5  
navigating between destinations that are identified  
relevant to young people.  Armed with maps, metcards, 
clues and sunscreen, groups are left to rely solely on 
their teamwork skills and knowledge of the area to score 
points and arrive at the final destination before the other 
teams. 
 
All teams must register and return indemnity forms  
before Friday 2nd January 2009.  Placements are limited 
for this popular event, so get in quick to avoid 
disappointment. 
 
There is a cost of $5 per participant.  Stonnington Youth 
Services will provide all participants with lunch, met 
card, phone card and extra goodies in each travel pack. 
 
Race Around Stonnington will be taking place on  
Thursday 15th January 2009 between 10.00am-4.00pm. 
 
So, come join us to have fun, win prizes and learn about 
the City of Stonnington. We can only take 60 people so 
make your group and BOOK FAST! 
 
To register or gain more information, please contact 
Stonnington Youth Services on 8290 7021 or 8290 7025. 



Parents & Friends          

 
The Parents & Friends has had a very productive year 
during 2008. We have raised over $5000 to go towards 
cooling equipment for the students. There have been 
many events run throughout the year such as: a Cookie 
Drive, Raffles for Easter, School Production, PAC 
Opening and the Christmas Hamper, Jewellery Evening, 
Gaslight Market and the sale of School Scarves. We 
received business sponsorship towards our Gaslight 
Market of $300. With some of this money we purchased 
the champagne glasses used on the night and these will 
be able to be used at other school events.  
 
In 2009 we have many events planned so that the  
families of Ashwood College may be able to  
support the school and establish friendships with  
families of their children’s friends. If you would like to 
be involved in the Parents & Friends then please contact 
Dale Wain. wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au or    
9807 1333 
 
Term 1 
Social  Year level BBQ’s 
Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser 
Saturday February 28th  
Need at least 16 people to help with the stall on a 
roster throughout the day.  
 
Easter Raffle 
Help needed with wrapping raffles and preparing 
raffle ticket booklets to send home with students. 
 
Term 2 Trivia Night 
Date TBA Trivia night / Silent Auction, help with 
collecting donations, wrapping of silent auction 
items. 
Movie nights / coffee nights and much more. 

Ashwood College  
has an advertising opportunity not to be missed! 
We are providing you the opportunity to be part of  our 
Sponsor Board Campaign. 
 
This campaign will help your business 
 Increase turnover 
 Increase profits 
 Increase exposure 
 
All for a Fraction Of the Cost of traditional advertising 
media. 
We are offering advertising space to local businesses 
on our Sponsors Board. 

 
For a modest fee of only $100 a Sponsor can purchase 
full colour advertising space for 12 months on our 
Sponsor Board, proudly displayed on our General  
Office window, and noticeboards around the school. 

   Also 
Additional black and white space in each of our printed 
Ashwood College Newsletters with a printed  
circulation of 550 copies each issue, a minimum of  
8 – 10 times a year. 

  Also 
Additional colour copies of the sponsor board placed in 
the Ashwords newsletters on our website on a  
fortnightly basis. 

  Also 
A Sponsors page on our website where the sponsors 
board can be viewed at any time. 

  Also 
An advertising Real Estate board placed on the school 
grounds for viewing by passing traffic of our dedicated 
sponsors and an additional board at events such as Open 
Night. 
Bonus 

I am sure you will agree that you would receive  
excellent advertising exposure for the great value of 
$170.You may like to consider offering an  
incentive to people who show the advert to you. 

For an additional $70 your business can have access 
to the home page of our website with your business 
name scrolling across the bottom as a Ashwood  
College Sponsor. 
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How Do You Book Your Advertising Space? 
 
Simply: 
1 call Dale Wain ph 9807 1333 
2. or email wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  
3. fill in the reply slip and payment envelope and send it back to Ashwood   College. 
4. You may pay cash, credit card or cheque (made payable to Ashwood College).   
Please attention any correspondence to Dale Wain. Send 2 copies of a business card. 
 
Act quickly as these places won’t last long. If you have any questions then please do not hesitate to ring me 
or email your questions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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   Dale Wain     Kerrie Croft 
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Reply slip to accept the Sponsorship Board campaign. 

 
 
Name (printed)……………………………………… Signature………………………………….. 
 
 
Date …………………………………….. 

Business Name  

Contact Person  

Address  

Phone Business  

Mobile  

Email   

Access to advertising Space  

Access to home page web  

Payment type  

Incentive to School families   


