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School Council 2009 - Nominations 
Called 
All government schools in Victoria have a school 
council. They are legally formed bodies that are given 
powers to set the key directions of a school within 
centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school 
council is able to directly influence the quality of 
education that the school provides for its students. 
  
It is required that more than one third of the elected 
members of a school council be parents with a child 
attending the school. No special experience is required 
to be on School Council except for an interest in the 
school and a desire to work in partnership with others to 
help shape the school’s future. 
  
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development (DEECD) employees can be parent 
members at their child’s school. Each Council term runs 
for two years with half the members retiring every year. 
The Council term of office starts after the election in 
term one. This year, we have 3 parent vacancies. 
Membership Category: 
1. Parent member-3 vacancies 
2. DE&T Employee Member-2 vacancies 
  
Term of Office 
March 2009 to March 2011 
Nomination forms are attached to this newsletter. 
Please return to the Principal by 4pm on Friday, 13 
February. 
  
Timeline: 
5 February:  Call for nominations 
  
13 February:  Nominations close 4 pm 
 Ballot called (if necessary) 
  
25 February:  Ballot closes 4pm. Votes counted 
  
27 February:  Poll declared 
4 March:  First meeting of new council 
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Ashwood College 
School Dux 2008 
Melanie Engel  (pictured 
receiving her award from 
College Principal, Kerrie Croft) 
was always highly committed 
and dedicated towards her 
studies throughout her time at 
Ashwood College.  This was 
best exemplified in Year 12 
where she excelled in all of her subjects and, in 
particular, gained outstanding results in English, Maths 
Methods and Physics where her study scores were 45, 
42 and 40 out of 50.  Melanie’s ENTER score was an 
exceptional 98.6.  Melanie will be studying Biomedical 
Science/Engineering at Monash University.  We wish 
Melanie all the best in her future endeavours. 

Congratulations VCE Class of 2008 
The school is delighted with tertiary offers made to the 
VCE class of 2008.  Every student who applied for a 
tertiary course has now received an offer from a 
university or a TAFE College.  Over 80% of students 
received their first preference in the first round offers. 
 
The students attending university are undertaking 
studies in a wide range of areas including:  Biomedical 
Science/Engineering, Science, Arts, Commerce, 
Information Technology and Systems, Engineering, 
Environments at Melbourne and Monash Universities 
and Visual Arts, Biological Sciences, Psychology, 
Accounting/Banking & Finance, Teaching, Marketing, 
Hospitality, Business, Graphic Design, Multimedia, 
International Studies at Deakin, LaTrobe and other 
universities, institutes and TAFE colleges. 
 
The 2008 student ENTER scores were very pleasing 
and a testament to the hard work put in by students and 
teachers during the year. 
 
 Kerrie Croft—Principal 
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PE/Health Update 
As outlined on the booklist for Yr 7-9 Health there is a 
workbook that students are required to purchase.  They 
are now available to be purchased at the Front Office by 
students for $15.  This price is slightly up on the quoted 
price of last year due to an increase in material costs.  
Students need to purchase these books before their first 
Health class as it is a compulsory requirement of the 
course. Parents and students are also reminded that for 
PE, it is strictly the Ashwood College PE uniform that 
is to be worn with no other variations.  This uniform is 
outlined in the student diary. Students need to make 
sure they are also prepared for practical classes with a 
hat, sunscreen and water bottle. 
Melissa Worth—PE/Health Coordinator 

Following the success of the Festival for Healthy Living 
last year, the Year 8 students of 2009 have an 
opportunity to be involved in the program for Semester 
One this year during their normal sport periods.  The 
program will be running slightly differently this year.  
Students will be starting on Thursday 5th February and 
the two elements are Dance and Circus/Rhythm.  
Students will have the chance to work through both of 
these skills over the Semester culminating in a 
performance at the end of Term 2.   The program will 
have an overall theme of ‘Choices’ which will also be 
incorporated into the Year 8 Health Classes. 

Below I have attached short biographies of the artists 
that will be working with the year 8 students.    
Melissa Worth—FHL Coordinator 

 

Dominique Miller is a dancer and facilitator for people 
to enjoy dance and it’s life-giving properties.  She has 
taught yoga, free form dance, contemporary dance, afro-
funk and hip hop to young and old – City of Melbourne 
Kinder teachers, Human Services personnel, University 
dance students, diverse ranges of youth and adults as       
well as international guests - over the last 7 years.   
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She holds a BA in Dance from Deakin University and 
recently presented a paper at the World Dance Summit 
in Brisbane on Community Dance.  She currently works 
as Co-ordinator and Facilitator at Dancehouse for their 
Youth Arts Project. Dominique continues to train with 
professionals in contemporary and hip hop dance. 
Dominique has worked as a funk dancer for large dance 
party events, performing to an audience of 6000, as well 
as a contemporary dancer in independent works, 
including research at the Canberra Choreographic 
Centre. 

Dominique Miller 

David Joseph 
David has been a professional freelance performer for 
over 20 years. He has worked as an actor, dancer, 
musician, circus performer and teacher for some of this 
country’s most prestigious performing arts companies 
including Melbourne Theatre Company, Circus Oz and 
Chamber Made Opera. David has toured extensively 
both nationally and internationally and performed at 
many of the worlds premier arts festivals including 
Edinburgh Festival, Glastonbury Festival, South 
American Theatre Festival (Colombia), Hong Kong Arts 
Festival and all major festivals in Australia. He is 
currently - leading Skazz, an 8 piece Jamaican jazz band, 
playing drum kit with King Marong and Afro-Mandinko, 
teaching circus skills at Circus Oz (corporate training 
program) and three metropolitan schools (including 
special needs and at-risk youth), performing with 
Batacuda (street theatre troupe), touring with This Side 
Up acrobatic troupe and freelancing on any interesting 
projects that pop up. David is also a qualified Asian 
cook. 

Festival for Healthy Living 2009 
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Students are required to check the instrumental music 
timetable in advance and come prepared for lessons 
which will officially commence next week. Some 
students have already had their first lesson this week so 
we would like to wish all students great success in the 
program and look forward to our first major 
performance on Open Night. 
  
Please feel free to contact Ms Mundell on 98071333 
during school hours and students may visit the music 
room (15) at recess or lunch if they have any queries or 
wish to join the program. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
  
Felica Mundell—Music Co-ordinator 
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Instrumental Music 
Enrolments are currently being accepted to 
join the Instrumental Program for 2009. As 
some instruments have limited places it is advised to 
enrol within the first 2 weeks of this term so you don't 
miss out. Forms are available from the office or Ms 
Mundell in room 15.  
  
· Cost of all instrumental lessons is $200 for the 

year with hire available only for trumpet, 
trombone, flute, clarinet and saxophone at an 
additional $80. 

  
· Please note there is no hire of guitars, bass, 

keyboard and drums and it is expected that 
students will have their own instrument. Drum 
students do not necessarily need a drumkit to 
start off with but will be required to buy drum 
pads which are available at most music retailers.  
($15-$20). Drum sticks are available from Ms 
Mundell for $6. 

. 
· Guitar students do not have to bring their own 

guitar to lessons as they can use the school 
guitars. 

 
· The school does not take responsibility for 

students own instruments that are brought into 
school. We are able to provide a safe place for 
storage during the day for woodwind and brass 
instruments as the students are required to bring 
their instruments to their lessons. All 
private instruments are brought to school at your 
own risk (including public performances). 

  
Instrumental lessons are held on the following days: 
 
TUES - Year 7 & 8 guitar and bass lessons 
WED - Brass (trumpet and trombone) 
THURS - Woodwind (clarinet, saxophone and flute) 
FRI - Singing, Keyboard, violin and Year 9 & 10      

guitar and bass students 
  
Drum lessons are yet to be finalised and students will 
be informed of their lesson day and time as soon as 
possible. 
  

PARENT TUTORS 
2008 we had a wonderful group of 
parent tutors  aiding our ESL students 
with English support in a variety of 
subject areas.   
 
In 2009 there is again the opportunity for people to 
offer their time and English ability in helping our ESL 
students and their teachers.  
 
I f  you have an hour  or  two f ree  
during the week and are interested in this area of 
contribution to Ashwood College, please contact  
D e b o r a h  M o r r i s o n  o n  9 8 0 7 1 3 3 3  o r 
morrison.deborah.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Deborah Morrison  - ESL Coordinator  

Footwear 
A reminder to existing and new families that at  
Ashwood College the only acceptable student  
footwear is Black Lace up ‘School’ shoes. This means 
that T-bars for girls are no longer permitted. Nor are 
ballet slippers, fashion shoes and similar types of  
footwear. For both boys and girls, sandshoes, ‘runners’ 
sport shoes (even Black) are not permitted footwear.  
 
Tony Kuc—Assistant Principal 
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Homework Made Easy 
Ashwood College is offering an After School 
Homework Program. This is your child’s chance to get 
to the top of the class. 
SUPERVISING TEACHERS -  Erica Chadderton and 
Genevieve Monteiro 
WHEN- once a week, on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
TIME - 3-4 pm (students can stay for any time within 
the hour) 
WHERE – Room 52. This room is in the technology 
wing,  next to the Uniform Shop. 
FACILITY PROVIDES – Air conditioner, 28 
computers, light refreshments (including cold drinks), 
telephone and a teacher to supervise students. 
NB. The Library will also be available for book 
borrowing and provides a second venue. 
 
PICKUP - Students can be collected from  Room 52 or 
at the Technology Wing driveway entrance  on Vannam 
Drive but parents should not park in the driveway. 
Parents are welcome to work with their child in the 
room or discuss their child’s homework with Erica 
Chadderton or Genevieve Monteiro. 
Students will be asked to fill out a register which will 
record who has attended and how long they stayed. 
MP3 players will be allowed but must be for personal 
use only. 
 
ENQUIRIES – Ring the college on Wednesdays, 3-4 
pm on 9807 1333 and ask to be put through to Erica 
Chadderton or on Thursdays, 3-4 and ask to be put 
through to Genevieve Monteiro. 

Parents & Friends:  Year Level 
BBQs 
Parents & Friends is organising year level BBQs for 
families of students in Years 8, 9 and 10.  This is an 
opportunity to meet other parents and families in your 
child’s year level. 
 
The proposed dates are:  Year 8 BBQ, Monday 
February 16 and Year 9 & 10, Thursday, February 19. 
 
More information on the BBQs will be provided via a 
flyer. 
 

Parent Volunteers 
If you have some spare time, whether it be weeks, days, 
a day or hours of a day and you would like to help out at 
the school, we would love to hear from you.  There are 
many ways parents can help at the school:  canteen, 
reading with students, parents & friends organisation, 
teacher’s assistant, students’ assistant, office/
administrative work, library, lunch time activities  
program.  If you would like to help out at the school 
with any of the above or any other particular interests or 
skills you may have, please contact the school on 9807 
1333.  Leave your name and a contact number and any 
areas which you are able to help with and the time/day
(s) you are available.  We will certainly call back!  
 

New Staff 2009 
There are 18 staff newly appointed and returning to 
Ashwood College this year.  We welcome them all and 
look forward to a long and happy association with them.   
 
Jo Henriksen English/Humanities & LT 

Student Engagement &  
Wellbeing 

Steve Swenser Maths/Science & LT Student 
Learning 

Nat Same English/Humanities/Drama & 
Year 7 YLC 

Clare Neal Maths/English/Science/IT 
Kylie Bennett Commerce/Humanities 
Jen Loh Maths/Science 
Kate Davis Maths/Science/IT 
Dom Holloway English/Humanities/Media 
Adric Gardner Maths/Drama 
Linsey Boddy PE 
Hong Davies Chinese 
Vivienne Dugdale Library 
Jessie Coe Integration Aide 
Donna Roberts Integration Aide 
Leanne Trembath Teachers’ Assistant –  

Attendance & First Aid 
Katherine Kelly Office Receptionist 
Lodi Nieuwoudt Integration Aide 
Annette Gibbs Integration Aide 
and 
Sam Chan Student Teacher from USA - 

15 weeks 
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Dom Holloway Adric Gardener  

Clare Neal 

Donna Roberts Jessie Coe 

Jo Henriksen 

Kate Davis 

Katherine  Kelly Kylie Bennett  

Leanne Trembath  Linsey Boddy 
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Annette Gibbs 

New Staff 2009 



 

'		����� ����	
���(�������������)�

�������

2009 APPOINTMENTS 
 
PRINCIPAL 
Kerrie Croft 
Strategic plan, staffing, finance 
 
ASSISANT PRINCIPALS 
Tony Kuc 
Staff Professional Learning, Policy 
 
Anna Kukuruzovic 
Student Management 
 
LEADING TEACHERS 
Student Learning  
Steve Swenser 
Student Engagement & Wellbeing  
Jo Henriksen 
Pathways & Transitions  
Deb Podhorodecki 
Learning Technologies  
Paul Drew 
 
LEVEL COORDINATORS 
Year 7 Natalie Same 
Year 8 Dianne Ruka 
Year 9 Shane Duggan 
Year 10 Sandra Baker 
Year 11 Janet Wiggins 
Year 12 Heath Booth 
 
CURRICULUM 
Arts Anne Gellatly 
Technology Bernadette McIvor 
Science Heath Booth & 
  Dianne Ruka 
Humanities Ros McNeil 
Health & PE & Sport Melissa Worth 
LOTE Fiona Morris 
English Margaret Szabo 
ESL Deb Morrison 
SWC Chris Lynch 

Integration Sue James 
MIPS/VASS Voula Jakubicki 
Performing Arts Natalie Same 
Reporting Phil Norris 
Homework Club Erica Chadderton 
 & Genevieve 
 Monteiro 
International Students James Yao 
 
SCHOOL PROMOTIONS/ACTIVITIES/
ADMINISTRATION 
Debating  Glenis Rotondo 
Lunch Time Activities Vicky Dernikos & 
Bernie Jowett 
Camps Bryan Walsh 
Advertising/Publicity Dale Wain 
Work Experience John Bullen 
Parents & Friends Dale Wain 
First Aid Dale Wain 
OHS Bryan Walsh & 
Michael Culling 
Permaculture Development Brian Sheehan 
Wetlands Development Bernie Jowett 
Facilities Peter Forbes 
AEU (Union) John Kelepouris 
 

Mastering the VCE - February 2009 
Free Lectures are being held by the University  of 
Melbourne on Sunday 22nd February, Saturday 28th 
February and Sunday 1st March 2009.  
 
This unique program has been designed to provide 
students with valuable study skills and learning advice 
as well as the opportunity to benefit from in depth 
coverage of select topics that will form an important 
component of the examinations.  
 
These lectures are guaranteed to motivate students and 
improve VCE Scores. Detailed course notes will be 
provided to all students. 
 
Application forms available by calling  (03) 9663 3311 
Or from our websi te www.tsfx.com.au  
Online registrations welcome. 
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Parents & Friends 
 
 
 
The Parents & Friends would like to welcome all families who have returned to Ashwood 
College and those who have joined us for the first time. During the year the P&Fs will be running many events.  
Some will be fundraisers and others will be social events. We hope you will feel welcome to join us at these events 
and have a fantastic year at Ashwood College. 
   
One of the first events that we have for 2009 is a Bunnings BBQ at the Nottinghill Bunnings on Ferntree Gully 
Road, Nottinghill. This is on Saturday February 28th from 8am – 5pm. We are running 4 shifts and need 4 people per 
shift (secondary students are welcome to help). 
 
If you could spare a couple of hours on this date and would like to meet other families within the college then please 
contact Dale Wain on 9807 1333 or via email wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au or you can fill in the reply slip 
below and hand it into the general office.  These events can raise as much as $1000 which would go towards new 
items within the school for the students. So grab your apron and tongs and come and help us.  
 
PS if anyone knows a butcher with great sausages, who would like to help us with a donation or good price please let 
me know. If you can’t come but would like to help we would also appreciate donations of: 
· tomato sauce 
· serviettes 
sliced onions bought or prepared yourself 

  
There will be more details of other events happening during Term 1 in the next newsletter or you can go to the 
College website. 
 
 
Dale Wain 
Parents & Friends 
 
----------------———————————-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name :                                                      Phone Contact: 
 
 
can help out with the Bunning’s BBQ at the following time(s) 
 
8am – 10am ____ 10am – 12pm____  12pm – 2pm_____  2 – 4.30pm ______ 
 
Please tick or if you have some flexibility please rank in order with 1(one) being your first choice. 
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