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2009 School Council Members 
I welcome our new and returning members to council 
for what we hope will be a very exciting year of new 
developments in the school curriculum and further 
developments for our buildings and grounds. 
 
New Parent Members:   
Stephen Muller and Iain Gulbis 
Returning Parent Members:   
Russell Creek (President), Mariette Tuohey (Vice 
President), Greg Blaber, Patrick Van Reyk 
Coopted Members:   
Sharon Rice, Michael Kavanagh 
DEECD Members:   
Kerrie Croft, Tony Kuc, Anna Kukuruzovic, Peter 
Forbes (Treasurer), Tracey Green 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank retiring 
President Sharon Rice for her years of dedicated service 
to the school as a member of school council for the past 
seven years and as president for the past five years.  We 
are delighted that Sharon has agreed to see out her term 
on council as a coopted member for 2009.  Also Keri 
Bailey resigned from council this year.  Keri joined 
council at the same time as Sharon and served seven 
years of dedicated service on council as a member and 
as vice president for the past five years.  Both Sharon 
and Keri have made a huge contribution to the college 
community. 
 
The council meets every four weeks on a Wednesday 
night.  The Annual General Meeting will be held 
Wednesday next week at 7.00 pm, following a Council 
Meeting at 6.00 pm.  The Council meeting is being held 
early in the evening next week as we have  local State 
Member Bob Stensholt and local Federal Member Anna 
Burke attending to discuss obtaining funding for future 
building projects for the college. 
 
Kerrie Croft—Principal 
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College Uniform 
Whether we personally like it or not, whether it is right 
or wrong, we are all judged by our behaviour and 
appearance. 
 
When students are in the Ashwood College uniform, 
they represent the school and the image they project is a 
reflection of us all. 
 
Details of the College uniform policy are contained in 
the students’ diaries and are also available on the 
College website: www.ashwood.vic.edu.au . Students 
are reminded that they are expected to wear the full 
uniform both to and from school. They should not be 
changing into runners for the trip home. Now that the 
weather is getting cooler and more variable, it is a 
timely reminder that multicoloured outer jackets are 
also NOT to be worn. The options that are available 
are: the College pullover or College rugby jumper or 
College Kea jacket. 
 
Please be aware that students are to wear summer 
uniform during Terms 1 and 4 and winter uniform in 
Terms 2 and 3. 
 
Parents are asked to support the College by reinforcing 
the uniform expectations. The uniform shop is open on 
Tuesdays from 8.15 am to 9.15 am and Thursdays from 
3.00 pm to 4.00 pm. 
 
Anna Kukuruzovic—Assistant Principal 
 

 
Staff Anaphylaxis Training 

Thursday, 26 March 
Students dismissed at 12.30 pm 

 



�������� ���	�
���
��3��������4��

��$����

Melanie received an enter last year of 99.6 (/100) and 
was a pivotal member of the performing arts team. 
 
The students certainly received a taste of what 
university life is like and the wonderful opportunities 
that come from that experience.  
 
Ashwood College was very proud of the student 
conduct. They showed respect and gratitude to all 
speakers and demonstrated genuine maturity, and 
enthusiasm for meeting the challenges ahead this year. 
 
Heath Booth—Year 12 Coordinator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 Camp 

For those of you who are unfamiliar, please allow me to 
introduce myself. I am Mr Heath Booth and have been 
the Science co-ordinator here at Ashwood College for 
the last two years. I have also been the senior Biology 
teacher here for that same duration, and am currently a 
member of the school Management Advisory 
Committee. I was most pleased when informed by Mrs 
Croft last year that I would have the responsibility of co-
ordinating the senior cohort of students at Ashwood 
College this year, our fantastic year twelve’s. 
 
All year twelve teachers have given me very positive 
feedback on what is a lovely, co-operative and 
responsive group of students. 
 
The enthusiasm amongst the group to ‘hit the ground 
running’ this year was evident at our annual year twelve 
overnight stay at the Burwood campus of Deakin 
University. The two day program involves several guest 
speakers who know a thing or two about successful 
results. The first of the speakers were ‘Elevate 
Education’. They are themselves past VCE students who 
achieved extremely high TER enter scores and now 
conduct research with other high achieving students. 
Through this research they have been able to prioritise 
key factors and create essential study behaviours to 
ensure for a successful year.  
 
Another of the guest speakers was Mark Dobson who 
amused the students as he dissected the psyche and 
motivations of both the teenage male and female brains. 
Mark works as a mental coach to elite athletes around the 
world and shared some amazing insights to the workings 
of their thought processes. 
 
There were other seminars on stress management, 
relaxation techniques and maintaining a positive attitude 
and strong self concept. 
 
 Melanie Engel, a past student at Ashwood College 
(2008) addressed the group and talked about her own 
time here, and how important being involved with the 
various groups and activities offered by the College is 
towards making it a memorable experience.  

Uniform shop—Please note 
On Thursday 26th March the Uniform Shop will not 
be open in the afternoon but will be open before school 
between 8.15am—9.00 am on this day. 
 
Tuesday 31st March 
The uniform shop will not be open in the morning but 
will be open after school between 3pm—4pm on this 
day. 
I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 
 
Lyn Hancock— Uniform Shop Manager 
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Intermediate Boys Cricket 
On Wednesday 11th March the Ashwood College 
Intermediate boys cricket team met with the old foes in 
Mount Waverley Secondary School and then later with 
Wellington Secondary. 
 
After thumping all teams in the region last year at the 
junior tournament the boys were hungry to repeat the 
dose! 
 
Parmindar Bijan was steady in his innings of 20 against 
quality bowling of opposition from Mount Waverley. 
Their bowlers bowled with pace and accuracy 
maintaining great line and length. They were able to hold 
our batsmen at bay, and restrict us to a modest yet 
competitive total of 45 from our 10 overs. We would 
have to bowl extremely well to defend this total. 
 
 All bowlers bowled well however it was the occasional 
loose ball that cost us boundaries. Mount Waverley 
reached the target with nine balls to spare. 
 
The boys were eager to avenge the loss and took to the 
field against Wellington with vigour. The match was 
extended to 20 over’s a side. Adam White-Ronalds won 
the toss and he elected to bowl on what was becoming an 
increasingly warm day. All bowlers bowled beautifully 
and their figures reflected this; Tim Wood 1/8 off 3 
over’s, Michael Tate 1/6 off 2 over’s, Sachin 
Siriwardena  2/11 off 3 over’s and the star of the match 
Anthony Westmore 2/7 off two over’s and involved with 
two run outs! 
 
We chased the total of 84 comfortably and it was fitting 
that Anthony Westmore hit the winning runs after good 
contributions from Declan Hamilton (17) and Joel 
Rigoni (20). 
 
The boys thoroughly enjoyed the competition and 
represented the school proudly and very competitively in 
a most sportsman like manner. Well done boys Ashwood 
is proud of you and we’ll get em’ next year. 
 
Heath Booth – Intermediate Boys Cricket Coach 

Year 9 Outdoor Education Surfing 
Excursion 
Last Thursday and Friday the two Outdoor Ed classes 
had a surfing day excursion.  After the weather earlier in 
the week, conditions had settled down a bit.  Each day 
was quite different with the Thursday group having an 
overcast day but more consistent and cleaner swell and 
Friday's group having a beautiful clear blue sky but 
unfortunately not as many consistent sets of waves.  Both 
groups did exceptionally well making the most of the 
waves that did come through, and all made it up to their 
knees or on to their feet to ride the waves to shore.   
Melissa Worth—Outdoor Education Teacher 
 

Ashwood College 
 Lawnbowls Team 
We are in the finals play off! As you 
can see by the photo, our Saturday 
morning lawnbowls team were on their 
way to a convincing win against 
Melbourne High School before the rain 
bucketed down.  It was enough to 
clinche our third consecutive win and 
therefore end up 2nd in our section of 
Division 4.  Next Saturday our team 
will be playing at Burwood against the 
2nd place team in the other section of 
Division 4.  All the best team! 
Melissa Worth—Ashwood College 
Lawnbowls Team Assistant Coach 



Intermediate Boys Volleyball Team 
The Intermediate boys Volleyball Team attended the 
interschool round robin at Oakleigh Recreation Centre 
on 11th March.  They competed against four other 
schools, defeating two and narrowly losing to two 
others.  The team showed great spirit under the able 
captaincy of Patrick O'Brien, who also acted as umpire 
for other team matches.  The highlight of the day was a 
hard fought win over Mount Waverley in three tight 
sets, our team holding its nerve to win as the clock 
ticked down. 
Dominic Holloway - Intermediate Boys 
Volleyball Coach 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Intermediate Boys and Girls Tennis 
Students from Year 9 & 10 competed in the tennis on 
Tuesday 10th March at North Ringwood Tennis 
Club.  18 of our finest competitors played against 
students from Mount Waverley and Brentwood.  Our 
girls team had competitive matches with mixed results, 
more notably, Alice and Liz winning two close 
matches.  Boys from both A and B teams had a slow 
start but gained some momentum by winning some 
highly skilful matches.  Everyone participated very well 
and a great show of commradery was significant during 
all the doubles matches. 
Mark Pimlott and Linsey Boddy - Intermediate 
Tennis Coaches 

Intermediate Girls Volleyball 
The Intermediate girls volleyball team played against 
five other schools from the Waverley region at the 
Oakleigh Recreation Centre.  The team enjoyed the day 
and were great representatives for Ashwood, both with 
their behaviour off court and effort and enthusiasm on 
court.  The day got off to a slow start but as the day 
progressed the girls showed improvement in skill, 
movement and awareness on court.  The day ended with 
a convincing three set win over Mount Waverley.  The 
girls are to be congratulated on their willingness to 
improve and to take advice.  A big thanks goes to Yr 12 
student Nick Podger who coached the girls.  His 
participation and ability to organise and enthuse the 
team is to be commended. 
Clare Neal - Intermediate Girls Volleyball Coach 
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EASTER RAFFLE 
It’s that time of year again when all you 
       CHOCOHOLICS can go crazy. 

 
Yes, its Easter Raffle time!!! 

 
School families are asked to provide an Easter egg of 
any size.  We will then make them up into Easter 
hampers as the prizes for the raffle.  Please leave the 
eggs with your home group teacher and we will collect 
them. We would appreciate them by Monday 30th 
March.  We anticipate having a prize in each classroom 
and then a couple of prizes for the whole school. 
 
Tickets are $1 each.  Five tickets will go home with 
each student.  Please bring back money and stubs or 
return unsold tickets to the general office. 
 
Raffle drawn on Thursday 2nd April. 
 
Parents & Friends 



Year 7 Vaccination 
Human Papillomavirus Vaccine (HPV) 
On 25th March  all Year 7 female students will be offered 
free immunisation for HPV.   The vaccine provides 
protection for over 90% of females who are vaccinated 
before they come in contact with HPV. It protects against 
the most common types of HPV which cause more than 
70% of cervical cancers and 90% of genital warts.  It will 
not prevent all types of HPV that cause cervical cancer.   
 
SEXUALLY ACTIVE GIRLS & ALL WOMEN 
OVER 18 STILL REQUIRE A PAP TEST EVERY 2 
YEARS. 
 
HPV is a common Sexually Transmitted Infection. Four 
out of Five people will have it at some time in their lives. 
Usually, over time the body clears the virus naturally, 
but sometimes the virus can lead to cervical cancer.   
 
The point of protecting school aged girls against an 
infection that is contracted through sexual contact is to 
immunise them long before they are exposed to any risk.  
The vaccine is most effective if administered before the 
female becomes sexually active. The vaccine is not 
approved for use in females over 26 years, as research 
indicates that most females at that age have already been 
exposed to the common HPV types covered by the 
vaccine, reducing the effect of the vaccine. 
 
The vaccine is administered by Registered Nurses 
qualified in Immunisations and given at school. Each 
student will require 3 injections over a period of 6 
months. The vaccine is most effective when all 3 doses 
have been given. IT CAN ONLY BE GIVEN IF THE 
STUDENT HAS PARENT CONSENT so please 
ensure forms are returned by due date. 
 
For further information please contact The Monash 
City Council on 95183650 
 
Fiona Keech  - Adolescent Health Nurse 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Permaculture Garden Open Day 
Invitation—Autumn Equinox 
Come and celebrate equal day/night by having a look at 
the Ashwood College Permaculture Food Garden on 
21st March. We will be open from 11am till 3pm for a 
gold coin donation, which will be collected and used for 
the purchase of more fruit trees for the garden. 
 
We'll have gardeners ready to take you on a tour of the 
garden to show you what has been done so far and to 
talk about the plans for the near future. The six fruit 
trees that have been planted and the six trees that are on 
order. The many herbs and vegies, impressive 
pumpkins, corn that's nearly ready to pick, sunflowers 
that have produced seed that the birds have helped 
themselves to. Apple trees, a pear tree, a plum and a 
cherry too. And chickens in chookdomes, of course. 
The circular layout of the garden design is beginning to 
appear.  Building a garden is a slow process, and in 
many ways we are in the beginning phase of the garden. 
But progress is visible with much infrastructure in 
place. 
 
If you'd like to join the garden group, simply turn up 
any Saturday morning between 10am and noon and 
introduce yourself. You will be made most welcome. 
And if Saturday mornings are not possible please 
contact Mariette on 0414 588821 and let her know if 
you have time available during the week. We are 
looking for parents and local community members to be 
involved in student garden club activity and also in 
chook care - someone needs to attend to the chickens 
every day of the year, and we can do with some extra 
help! 
 
See you on 21 March at the garden! 
 
Mariette Tuohey— Garden Coordinator 
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2nd Hand Books 
Second hand book money and unsold books can be 
collected from the general office until the 31st March. 
Any uncollected books will be donated to Charity. 

Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 
 

Year 10 –12—Monday, 30 March, 4.30pm—6.30pm 
 

Year 7-9—Thursday, 23 April, 4.30 pm—6.30pm  
 

Reports will be distributed to students 
on Friday, 27 March 


