Ashwood College Dux receives Building the Education
Monash University Engineering Revolution—Federal Government
Scholarship Funding

Monash University’s Faculty of Engineering celebrht We received correspondence during the holidays from
the achievements of their top new students at @9 2 our local Federal Member, Anna Burke, congratugatin
Engineering Scholarship Celebration on Thursday AShwood College on our successful application for
March. Held on campus at Monash University tifeound One of the National School Pride (NSP)
celebration acknowledged the success of students ywhogram component of the Federal Government's $14.7
not only gained a place in an engineering coursebdtion Building the Education Revolution. Throutje
Monash University but who also received a scholprstNSP program, secondary schools were eligible tdyapp
for their outstanding results during their VCE. Amgo for up to $200,000, subject to the size of the etho
these students was Melanie Engel who completed hefurbish and renew existing infrastructure andidoui
Year 12 at Ashwood College last year. minor infrastructure.

Students celebrated with their families, the Deputye are of course delighted with this news and the
Dean of Engineering, Professor John Sheridan, $chiomding is very timely. If you have visited thehsol
representatives and Monash students. Scholarst@pently, you will have noticed our concept dravgirm
recipients were individually acknowledged at thdisplay in the office foyer which constitute paftaur
ceremony and had a chance to mingle with universitaster plan to upgrade our buildings and grounds.
staff and other students after the presentations.
The federal funding means we can start immediaiply
Ashwood College would like to congratulate Melanignplementing our plans. By the end of May workl wi
for her outstanding achievements and wish her émg vhave commenced on refurbishing the canteen and the
best with her future endeavours. vicinity of the Performing Arts Centre (PAC). The
project involves renewal of the canteen and its
Y | /¢ surrounds, incorporating indoor and outdoor covered
! seating for students; installation of a shade aad the
creation of an outdoor learning centre/amphitheatre
between the canteen and the PAC; and landscapéng th
—— surrounding areas of the canteen.

If you haven't already done so, call in at the sdho
browse our master plan designs on display in tiierfo

We are very excited at the prospect of this prdjedng
completed within the next few months and the
wonderful news is thahis is just the beginning!

Melanie Engel pictured with Deputy Dean of Engimegyr Kerrie Croft—Principal

Professor John Sheridan, after receiving her award.
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Leading the Way certainly have a wealth of vocal talent at theeagp!.

As a Leadership Team we have to apologise for Wt . .

. . Ine students successfully completed a six weeligpub
doing our job — well actually we have to apologdise speaking course Every Wegnesda from. 3 g)O m-
doing our job a little too well! P 9 ' y y -oup

5.00pm students received expert guidance in public
eaking and Master of Ceremony duties from members
local Toastmasters speakers. The course culetina
n an evening of public speaking which was delidere

We have been so busy in Term 1 that we have nat b8§
able to give you all an update in Ashwords. Althou

I'm sure in all likelihood you have been involved i : . .
some of the many activities we have been involved y t'he stude_nts. Th'e|r efforts were Just 0“‘5‘39'0“
heir professional attitude and enthusiasm waseditcr

during Term 1. Term 1 has been an extremely busy t ) o
- - %ﬁ the college. The graduating students were:id\lic
for the Ashwood College Leadership Team organisi rmitte, Chioe Guffogg, Vee Shi, Nicole McNally.

and coordinating events in their prospective aad | . : :
Lo ; . Michael Watson, Piers Callant, Alle Guffogg, Naomi
getting involved in many aspects of college life. Harvey and Blake Callant.

So here itis, Term 1 in review:

Stuart Perriman, Alicia Hermitte (College Captaiasyl
Thomas Schulz (College Vice-Captain) attended an
Impact Leadership Conference in February. Thewntspe
the day working with student leaders from othesth
discussing some of the challenges of being a leauieér
planning ways of involving all students in colleggsed
activities.

There was great support from Ashwood studentsen th
annual Swimming Sports with many students getting
into the spirit of things dressing up in the Disnky
Cartoon Capers theme.

Alle Guffogg, Nicole MacNally and Blake Callant
th ttended the recent V Generation Forum held at Glen

. . averley College. This inspirational afternoonused
college leadership team organised a whole collede : : O g
of uniform day. We were blown away by the generoi@ :hel_ Don tThTrad;e dL'Vf[aS %nltlaélvef run _by .V"?O” |
donations of many Ashwood College students who dugs rafia. € students nheard firom Inspirationa

T . Speakers such as Rev. Tim Costello talk about the
deep for fellow Victorians. We raised $1800.00. tragedy of trading lives and slavery. The studéetrd

Our Music Captain Nicole McNally with the assistancabOUt the use of child slavery in the cocoa farrs o

of other members of the leadership team, musiciaos Africa and discussed ways of increasing awareness

teachers organised a lunchtime benefit concertetp habOUt free-trade chocolate, coffee and other golaals

raise money for Animal Aide — an organisation ogirindo not rely on child labour for increased profits.

for animals injured in the bushfires. On Friday"2
March the students raised $150 and a cheque
presented at the following college assembly.
concert was organised completely by the students.

Following the devastating Victorian Bushfires,

Q look forward to many more activities in Term 2.
ep an eye out for student leadership initiatiges
activities. If you have any suggestions, ideas or
initiatives you'd like to get up and running at the

Earth Kongatanggitt (International Captain) and Ggllege please take the time to chat to your siliden

Faletolu (Music Captain) organised and ran
Ashwood College singing competition in the last ke
of Term 1. Entrants’ participated over severaldty . .
complete in the final held on Thursdayf 2pril. First Joanne_ Henriksen— Student Leadership Team
place was taken out by Paul Gyn, followed by Han GHPervisor

in second place and Matt McKinley in third placéle

aders. The student leadership team meet eveondec
onday.



Debating News VCAL Update 2009

The 2009 Debaters of Victoria Interschool Debatinthe VCAL students are currently working on building

competition commenced last week. garden furniture around the school. When it's fied it
should be a cool place to hang out. It will alsckena
This year Ashwood has entered 3 teams: great outdoor classroom for everyone to use.
Year 9 (D Grade) The garden furniture is being built on the grassezh
Year 10 (C Grade) between the main office and the tennis courts,faiot
Year 11 (B Grade) from the canteen.

All teams acquitted themselves very well in Thuygsd@ he furniture’s completion will be celebrated onebp
evening’s competition at Wesley College. Night, Tuesday, 28 April at 6.30 pm when it will be
officially opened by Anna Burke and Bob Stenshallr,
The Year 9 team argued for the affirmative agairSeéderal and State Members of Parliament.
Wheelers Hill SC that “We should value literaturerm
than science”. We won convincingly with Conora@CAL will also be celebrating Niketa Browning’s
Wiley awarded “Best Speaker”. award for Most Outstanding Trainee of the Year 2008
by Southern Group Training.
The Year 11 team also won their debate againse8acr
Heart College, arguing for the affirmative that “Wén the night we will be selling sausages and sarfikd
should reserve seats in Parliament for Indigencas well as playing games with the new comers to
Australians”. Michael Watson and Rosemary LloyAshwood College.
were also awarded “Best Speakers”.
Craig Hemphill 11E & Matt Caldwell 12E
The Year 10 team argued for the affirmative thate“Wk ath Robinson—VCAL Coordinator
should legalise music piracy” against Sacred Heart

College but narrowly lost by one point. Alexandr
Guffogg, however was awarded “Best Speaker” of t aster Egg Raffle .
Thanks to all the students and families that dahate

night.
g Easter eggs for the Easter Raffle. Also thank$htse
wihgople who bought raffle tickets. We raiseys <

We should thank Tim Blamey and Sophie Callant s
saBprox$64OWh|ch was a great effort.

volunteered to come along and act as Chairperson
the night.

Lots of other events coming this term plea
All debaters enjoyed the experience immensely aad @'€ck the school website for details una
should encourage any students who are interested®[QUPS then Parents & Friends.
participating to come along to our meetings. .

Parents & Friends

If any parents in the Ashwood community have hade next Parents & Friends Meeting will be heldhet
debating experience we would warmly welcome yofshwood College PAC foyer ofhursday April 23"
expertise and input as we prepare for our nexttésta from 7.30 pm — 9.00 pm (approx).Everyone is

D

N —

the end of April. welcome to come along. If you have an agenda item o
would like to know more please email Dale Wain at
Glenis Rotondo—Debating Coordinator wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

Please note that the P&F meetings are
always on the first Thursday of each month.

Dale Wain



Permaculture Garden

We had a wonderful open day for the Ashwood Collegemaculture Food Garden in March. Many peopledsk
many, many questions which we answered as bestowe.cWe have more people coming along on Saturday
mornings, which is really great - it really is aseaof the more the merrier. We'll continue to berdhevery Saturday
morning from 10 am till 12 noon.

The photo below shows that the garden is in theqe® of acquiring its first pond - the first of .sktalf a dozen
students along with permaculture development affiadn Sheehan (pictured right) and parent Brehdhiiid the
star picket!) started digging the hole for thetfiosith tub that has arrived in the garden. Thigpkapd as part of
Monday's garden club lunch-time activity. More €uots are welcome to

attend - we still have strawberries for you all!

Why have a pond? It's part of the pest managemaategy for
permaculture food garden. Having water accessibtedatures like frogs and
lizards, as well as birds and insects, means tloag rmanimals will be aboyt.
Nothing catches insects as well as birds, lizardkfeogs, so we want th
around. The idea here is to mimic nature as muclpaassible: a natural
system is a balanced one, so by emulating natutér@neasing biodiversi
we are increasing our chances of getting someeofitbps we grow.

We're hoping to get more pond digging done thisiSaty, so come and he ,
us if you can. After that we'll be planting thedinew trees that are on order?r‘:gx’hggm?; rl tl?]réenggtanpdoh]ghn 2{9%129

again we'd appreciate a hand (or a whole bodyytgalith digging. Ashwood College Permaculture Fgod
Garden

We also keep moving those chooks around. If yakeédd taste of fresh eggs
come and join us in the garden!

Note to garden club students: if we get the porafaited during the holidays we'll make sure thati yan have a go with
digging and installing the next pond!)

Ladies Coffee and Cake Evening

We are holding a Coffee and Cake evenindoesday May 12" at 7.30pm in the PAC foyer This is a Parents &
Friends social get together for any mum or carestadents at Ashwood College from any year leveme€ along to
an evening to meet other parents or catch up withds over a coffee, tea or milo and share sormmenyy cakes
Please fill in the RSVP slip and return it to tlengral office or email Dale Wain aiin.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

Ladies Coffee & Cake

RSVP Slip
NN = T 1 will be attending the Coffee and Cake evening
MUM / Carer Of ......oooiiieee e IN YAl ..vvviviieiiiiiiiiiiaaeenn,

Special dietary FEQUITEMENTS . .. ...ttt e e et e et e et e e e e et et e e et e e e e e e eneeaeees

Please return to the General Office by Thursday May 7"
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