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Open Evening 2009 
 ~ An Outstanding Success ~  

�
A huge thank you to the hard working staff and 
students who set up wonderful displays showcasing 
the quality of our students’ work and our facilities.  
Nearly 500 visitors enjoyed our Open Night on 
Tuesday last week.  The night was so busy that we 
had difficulty keeping up with the demand for 
student tour guides to show the parents and students 
around the college. 

The various musical ensembles and drama 
performances provided entertainment for the 
primary school students and their parents, family 
and friends.  All the rooms were extremely busy 
with prospective students attempting a huge range 
of interactive activities.  The Ashwood College 
VISA activity was again popular, along with our 
new enviro friendly carry bags and special prizes. 

We had a huge turnout for the night, with our new 
Performing Arts Centre overflowing with parents 
and students for the Information Session. 

Local Members of Parliament, Anna Burke, Federal 
Member for Chisholm and Bob Stensholt, State 
Member for Burwood attended the night and 
‘unveiled’ the new outdoor furniture installed by our 
VCAL students. 

The feedback from parents and students was 
overwhelmingly positive.  Particular comments 
related to how friendly and helpful our staff and 
students were; how impressively our students 
conducted themselves and how there was an 
extraordinarily welcoming feeling about the school.  
Parents were also impressed with the range of 
subjects the college offers and the outstanding 

results achieved by our students.  Our new grounds 
and buildings Masterplan was also a very popular 
topic of conversation. 

Every member of our student leadership team was 
in attendance on the night and most were involved 
in a host of activities.  Our student captains, Alicia 
Hermitte and Stuart Perriman delivered impressive 
speeches, outlining their personal experiences 
during their years at the college, to the parents and 
students at the Information Session.   

We have received many impromptu phone calls to 
the college from parents congratulating us on such a 
wonderful night. 

 

Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 

Our parent/student/teacher interviews, held in the 
last week of Term 1 for Years 10-12 and the first 
week in Term 3 for Years 7-9, were very well 
attended. 

We conducted a survey of parents who attended 
both nights to review our procedures.  We received 
feedback on a number of topics and are at present 
considering all suggestions, eg., appointments, 
ticketing system, length of interviews and timing. 

We are currently planning the mid-semester 
interviews for Semester 2.  If any parents were 
unable to attend the interviews and would like to 
provide suggestions on the format of 
parent/student/teacher interviews, please put them in 
writing and send them to the college via the college 
email:  ashwood.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au.   

Kerrie Croft—Principal 
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Victoria Police coming to Ashwood 
College 

Tuesday, 28th April will see the commencement 
of a new program conducted by Victoria Police 
and involve all Year 9 students at Ashwood 
College.  Leading Senior Constables Debbie Day 
and Amanda Fahey are the Victoria Police 
Monash Youth Resource Officers, and will be 
conducting four sessions in our school focusing 
on topics such as: 

· alcohol and drugs 

· laws and young people 

· safe partying 

· drink spiking 

· skills on avoiding being a victim of 
crime 

· acceptable public behaviour 

The first three sessions will be conducted in our 
class rooms and the fourth will be held in the 
evening, where parents will be invited to attend 
with their children.  The Youth Resource 
Officers will co-ordinate and present at this 
evening session, along with various other health 
professionals and agencies such as City of 
Monash Youth and Family Services, Eastern 
Drug and Alcohol Service, Ambulance Victoria 
paramedics, and Hawthorn Football Club players. 
This night is set down for Tuesday 19th May at 
6.30 pm, so book it into your diaries now. 

Ashwood College is really happy to have formed 
a partnership with our local police officers and be 
part of this new and valuable program being 
presented to our students.  The program has a 
positive shift towards targeting and supporting 
our students and their families to be safer within 
our community.  It is aimed at reducing the risks 
associated with alcohol and drugs, and promotes 
healthier alternative behaviour and personal 
safety for young people. 

Chris Lynch  - 
Welfare Coordinator 

 

�������

Year 11 Top Designs Excursion 

The Year 11 Visual Communication and Design 
excursion to the Melbourne Museum occurred in the 
first week of Term 2.  Students went to see “Top 
Designs”, an inspiring exhibition of works produced 
by 2008 VCE Media, Design and Technology, Food 
Technology, Systems Engineering, Multimedia and 
Visual Communication and Design students. 

Our students were introduced to the unlimited 
potential of design.  The finished pieces of work in 
the exhibition were accompanied by folios and 
design plans that documented the development of 
ideas. Experimentation of materials and media and 
the varied approaches taken, was clearly evident. 

Top Designs gave our students insight in the 
practical component of Unit 3 and 4 Visual 
Communication and Design, and to consider the 
range of strategies pursued by the exhibitors to 
inspire their own design direction. 

Bernadette McIvor - Technology Coordinator 

 

Ashwood College would like to 
thank Ashwood Blooms for 
d o n a t i n g  t h e  f l o w e r 
arrangement displayed in the 
foyer on Open Night. 

Ashwood Blooms: 
Phone:  9807 8588 

 

Ashwood Blooms 
�
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2009 Parent-School Interview and Agent 
Visit in China 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent of International student, Tony Kuc, Deputy Major of 
Jiujiang City, Director of Education Department & James Yao. 

 
Another successful overseas trip!  From 21st March 
to 7th April 2009, Tony Kuc, Assistant Principal and 
James Yao, International Student Coordinator, 
conducted the annual international parents and 
agents visiting trip in China. 

During the trip we visited seven different cities in 
China, including Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Fuzhou, 
Jiujiang, Shanghai, Hangzhou, and Changsha.  
Twenty five of our current international students’ 
parents attended the parent-school interviews we 
organised in these cities.  Apart from these 
interviews, we also visited the offices of some 
international education agents who we have been 
working with, as well as a few new agents who are 
interested in recommending Ashwood College to 
students. 

International students’ reports were translated into 
their home languages and given to these parents.  
Meanwhile, discussions were held about 
international students’ study and welfare.  Topics 
covered home stay arrangements, subject selection, 
extra-curricular activities, English language 
difficult ies, school’s academic support 
arrangements, Year 12 students’ university 
application procedure, etc.  All the parents warmly 
welcomed our visit and expressed their appreciation 
to Ashwood College and all our teaching and admin 
staff for their excellent support to international 
students.  Some parents have highly recommended 
Ashwood College to their friends and relatives and 

we did receive a few new applications from them 
during and after our trip. 

Having a good working relationship with 
educational agents is essential to establish our 
reputation and popularity in overseas markets.  This 
time, Tony and I visited 12 different agents’ offices 
in China.  Meetings were held with the managers 
and workshops were arranged for their consultants, 
in order to help them gain a detailed understanding 
of the Victorian government school system and 
Ashwood College.  Issues discussed include:   
school application, subject availability, school-
agent liaison, welfare arrangements, student 
achievements, etc.  We exchanged ideas about how 
to further develop the cooperation and 
communication between Ashwood College and 
these agents.  In Waifu Foreign Exchange Co. Ltd. 
Fuzhou office and Austar Immigration and 
Education Pty. Ltd. Hangzhou office, we also 
interviewed some prospective students and their 
parents. 

The 2009 China trip was a follow-up of our first 
trip to China in 2008.  We took this opportunity and 
reinforced our commitment to delivering the best 
quality education as well as the best services and 
support to our international students and their 
families.  Feedback from parents, students, and 
educational agents are overwhelmingly positive, 
which can again be proved by the coming of six 
new applications during and after our trip. 

James Yao – International Student Coordinator 

 
 

 

Chinese Temple in Fuzhou, China 
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Intermediate Boys Netball 

 
With a fantastic sign up for Year 9 & 10 boys’ 
netball we looked like taking two talented teams.  
Unfortunately some of the boys couldn’t make the 
deadline and we could only enter one of those 
teams. 

With plenty of time to warm up, the boys hit the 
courts firing.  Beau Connick ran the centre giving it 
everything until the siren of the last game.  Patrick 
Conheady-Barker and Chris Hermitte worked well 
in defence picking off a few of the high balls 
against some very tall opposition and putting a stop 
to fast play. 

We had a bit of trouble getting the ball down the 
goal end due to some very tight defence from the 
opposition, but once it was down there Kaelem 
Bradley and Declan Hamilton shot some great 
goals. 

Special mention to Frank Loi who took some 
spectacular intercepts in WD reading the play 
beautifully and providing back up all the way down 
the court. Anthony Westmore who played just 
about every position on the court, giving 100% in 
every position, shooting some great goals in GS to 
taking flying intercepts in GD.  Also, Beau Connick 
who ran his heart out in every game, until the last 
half of the last game when we were winning and 
the legs started to tire! Well done Boys. 

 Linsey Boddy—Intermediate Boys Netball Coach 

Year 10 Careers Excursion 
 
On Friday, 24th April the whole of Year 10 
attended the 2009 Age VCE & Careers Expo. 
Although it was a cold, windy and wet day the 
students found their way to the venue at 
Caulfield Racecourse and enthusiastically 
participated in the day’s information sessions, 
forums and interactive displays. 
 
The expo was a fantastic starting point for our 
Year 10s who need to begin to make some 
serious decisions about their future career 
aspirations. Over the coming months they will be 
interviewed several times regarding subject 
selection (the first round of interviews occurring 
last week) in their VCE. 
 
In Term 2 the students will do their Work 
Experience placements and in Term 3 will 
participate in a careers speaker day program as 
part of this process. Ultimately all parents and 
their child will be expected to attend an interview 
later in the year to finalise students’ selections. 
 
Kath Robinson—Careers Coordinator 
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Parents & Friends 

PLEASE NOTE A CHANGE OF 
DATE: Due to the Year 8 & 9 
Forums on 7th May. 

The next Parents & Friends  
Meeting will be held in the  
Ashwood College PAC foyer on 
Thursday, 14 May from 7.30 pm 

– 9.00 pm (approx).  Everyone is welcome to come 
along.  If you have an agenda item or would like to know 
m o r e ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l  D a l e  W a i n  a t 
wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

Please note that the Parents & Friends meetings are 
always held on the first Thursday of each month. 

Fundraising Efforts 

Over the past 18 months the Parents & Friends have 
been working very hard to provide opportunities to 
raise funds for purchases for the students’ and 
school’s benefit. We were (and still are) raising 
funds initially for some air-conditioning within the 
school.  However, there needs to be some substantial 
rewiring and upgrades carried out.  This is being 
worked on by School Council and until then the 
Parents & Friends will continue to add additional 
money to the air-conditioning fund as we continue to 
do fundraisers.  We have raised approximately 
$7,500 and we have started to allocate some of these 
funds to other projects.  They are as follows: 

Sporting Equipment for lunchtime use $ 500 

Interactive Whiteboard   $3600 

New refrigerator in the PAC  $1200 

Thank you to all families who have supported our 
efforts.  We are looking forward to providing many 
more items for the students and school. 

Volunteers Needed 

We still require more families or 
individuals to take on one garden 
bed around the school to help us 
maintain them. This would only 
require someone to attend to the 
garden once a month.  

Ashwood Community Network 

As a school we have a number of newspapers that 
are leftover when they are finished with by staff 
and students.  Rather than throwing them out we 
would like to put them to good use. We are looking 
for 1 – 2 people who would be interested in helping 
us out by collecting these papers on a monthly basis 
and taking them to the RSPCA on Burwood 
Highway so they can use them for the animals.  If 
we had 2 people then it would be every 2nd month. 
Please contact Dale Wain on phone 9807 1333 or 
email wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au��

Ladies Coffee and Cake Evening 

The Ladies Coffee and Cake evening planned for 
Tuesday, 12th May has been 
postponed due to prior 
bookings in the Performing 
Arts Centre. 

Hopefully I will have a new 
date sorted by the next edition 
of Ashwords. 

Dale Wain 

First Aid Room 

Over recent weeks there has been a high number of 
students attending the First Aid Room.  It has been 
very difficult determining the genuine cases from 
the non-genuine. 

The beds in the First Aid Room have been removed 
and bean bags have replaced them. 

If a student attends the First Aid Room their parent 
will be contacted and advised that their child is 
unwell.  The students were informed of this last 
week resulting in a reduction of visitors. 

If your child is not well, they 
are required to go the First Aid 
Room to determine whether 
they need to be sent home. 

Dale  Wain—Firs t  A id 
Coordinator 


