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Diary Dates: 
Friday  22 May  Ashwood College Athletics Carnival 
Thursday 28 May  Years 7 and 10 Immunisations 
Thursday 28 May  Year 9 Outdoor Education Overnight Hike 
Monday   1 June  VCAL Bogong Camp 
Monday   1 June  Year 7 Camp (Group A) 
Wednesday   3 June  Year 7 Camp (Group B)����

Semester 1 Examinations and Reports 
We are now half way through Term 2 and the 
Semester 1 assessment processes have already 
commenced. 
 
Semester examinations are being phased in 
throughout the college  from Year 7 to Year 12 this 
year.  Traditionally we have conducted formal 
examinations from Year 10 through to Year 12 at 
the end of each semester.  Not all classes from Year 
7 to 9 will undergo examinations in Semester 1.  
However, all classes from Year 7 to 12 will undergo 
formal examinations in Semester 2.   
 
Since introducing exams at Year 10 some years ago, 
we have noticed a significant improvement in 
students’ examination performances and practices.  
Further to this, schools which have exams from 
Year 7 have found that by the time the students 
reach Year 12 they are extremely comfortable with 
the examination processes and in particular have 
improved on their study habits and techniques.  We 
all know that if we want to excel or improve in 
some aspect, we practice and practice and 
practice ... and practice some more.  Examinations 
are no different. 
 
The Semester 1 examinations will be held in 
classrooms, with some of the larger examinations 
being held in the college hall.  All examinations in 
Semester 2 will be held in the college hall. 
 
The results for those subjects conducting Semester 1 
examinations, will appear in the comments section 
of each student’s report.  The Semester 2 reports 
will contain a separate section for teachers to record 
students’ examination results. 
Kerrie Croft—Principal 
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Year 9 Outdoor Education Overnight Hike - Great 
Otway National Park, Lorne 

Last Thursday and Friday the Year 9 Outdoor 
Education class embarked on an overnight hike in the 
Great Otway National Park, Lorne.   For most students 
it was their first hike, let alone overnight hike.   The 
students were well prepared and they cooked up a 
storm on the Thursday night.   There were many 
waterfalls to see along the walk and other features 
such as a canyon.  The students worked together and 
were completely self sufficient for the two days.   We 
had great weather, to go with the great scenery. 

Melissa Worth—Year 9 Outdoor Ed. Teacher 

ACOUSTIC MUSICAL EVENING 
 

Wednesday 27 May, 2009 

7.00 pm in the Ashwood College 
Performing Arts Centre 

 

Entry is by Gold Coin Donation 
 

All Welcome 

(includes light refreshments) 
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Year 11 Outdoor and Environmental Studies 
Overnight Mountain Biking Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12 May, the Year 11 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies class travelled to 
the Torquay area for an overnight mountain biking 
trip.   Day one consisted of approximately 20 
kilometres of riding, some on the Great Ocean Road 
but most of the day on a track through the Ironbark 
Forest and following the cliff tops along Southside, 
Bells Beach and Jan Juc.   

The weather was great, making the views across the 
ocean spectacular.   Lunch at Bells Beach was 
entertaining, watching the surfers. The students also 
completed worksheets on the local area.   Once back in 
Torquay, we settled into the Lifesaving Club before 
heading around to Point Addis Marine National Park 
where we walked the Koori Cultural Trail, making 
observations and taking notes.  

The next morning we headed for the You Yangs 
Regional Park.  However, we were diverted from there 
and ended up at Lysterfield Park.   For the afternoon 
the students followed the thin winding trails and tested 
their skills on different graded tracks, including the 
Commonwealth Games competition trail.  The 
information and observations they gathered from this 
trip will assist in their upcoming SAC and exam. 

Melissa Worth—VCE Outdoor 
Environmental Studies Teacher 

Senior Girls Netball 

On Tuesday 8 May the Senior Girls Netball team 
played at Jells Park against the usual rivals.   Our 
line up of mean lean fighting machines were: the 
Sawkins twins, Marchy, Olivia, Nadia 'the tall one', 
Annie 'the Shooternator' and myself 'El 
Capitano'.   We put up a great fight against the Glen 
Waverley girls but no such luck in the outcome. 

We ended our day with an awesome trip to Maccas 
to recover from our defeats. 

Thanks to Ms. Neal our coach. 

Mel Blennerhassett - Captain 

 

Ashwood Track and Field Carnival 2009 

Tomorrow, Friday 22 May, is our annual Track and 
Field Carnival (formerly known as Athletics).  All 
students are to attend and are encouraged to 
participate in as many events as possible.  Sign-ups 
for events will take place on the day as the events 
are announced.  All participants will receive a 

ribbon and points towards 
their House and winners of 
events on the day will go on to 
compete at the District Track 
and Field Carnival.  There will 
be trials for the events of 
javelin and hurdles at school 
later this term. 

The theme is “Sporting Heroes” so dress to this 
theme or wear your House colour (not school 
uniform).  There will be “spot prizes” for best 
dressed.  The student leaders will be selling 
barbeque sausages at lunchtime and the canteen 
will be selling drinks and snacks from 10am to 
1.30pm.  Make sure you slip, slop, slap for the day 
and bring plenty of water to drink. 

See you there! 

Melissa Worth—Sports Coordinator 
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Ashwood Cross Country Carnival 2009 

On Wednesday 6 May over 180 students 
participated in the Cross Country Carnival held on 
the Ashwood College grounds using a 3 kilometre 
loop.   There were very close finishes in some age 
groups and all competitors achieved points for their 
House.   The overall total points was quite close 
with Red House triumphing on 106 points, followed 
by Blue House on 90, Yellow House on 88 and 
Green House on 79. 

Age group top three individuals include: 

17-20 Years Boys -      
1st Sebastien Temple, 2nd Matthew Hudson,  
3rd Zinthambo Phiri 

16 Years Boys -            
1st Joel Mattiske, 2nd Robert Collis,  
3rd Alex Brown 

15 Years Boys -            
1st Patrick O'Brien, 2nd Kaelem Bradley,  
3rd Joed Cook 

15 Years Girls -             
1st Laura Zane Todd, 2nd Hailey Dryden,  
3rd Jazzy Bardsley 

14 Years Boys -            
1st Blake Callant, 2nd Jason Huljak,  
3rd Thomas Sawkins 

14 Years Girls -             
1st Chynea Lang, 2nd Kali Loria,  
3rd Mehri Vijdani 

12-13 Years Boys -      
1st Nathan Mark, 2nd Adam Lawther,  
3rd Corey Quinlavin 

12-13 Years Girls -       
1st Mikaela Miller, 2nd Nyakoang Nyak,  
3rd Lois Shea 

Congratulations Red House!! 

Melissa Worth—Sports Coordinator 

 

Ashwood Introduces Rock & Water 

I was recently given the opportunity by the school 
to participate in a training course conducted by 
Dutch educator Freerk Ykema. Freerk has earned 
many accolades around the world for his program 
created to target problems affecting adolescent 
boys. 

The program is called Rock & Water and is a 
program that uses martial arts techniques and 
physical activities to help teach boys on topics such 
as: self-control, respect for self and others, personal 
responsibility, positive social skills, assertiveness 
and self-confidence. 

The Rock & Water program has been used in 
schools, correctional facilities, and community 
centres throughout Australia, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Malaysia, and parts of Europe. Some of 
the positive results seen through the program are: 

 * Participants become more focused and aware 
  of their responsibilities and learning. 

 * Potential for improvement in overall marks 
  for school work and assessments and 
  the reduction in the number of disciplinary 
  interventions required for students completing 
  the program. 

 * Participants are more informed about their 
  choices of behaviour. 

 * Improved interpersonal skills. 

 * More positive outlook towards school and life 
  in general. 

The program started this term and will run as a four 
week course for selected students from years 7 to 9. 

I look forward to conducting the course and seeing 
the results that can come through students being 
involved in the program. 

Robbie Boyle—Chaplain 

Uniform Shop—Winter Scarves 
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Tigers at Ashwood College 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunchtime on Tuesday 12 May saw the top oval fill 
with a sea of guernseys from all AFL teams.  Excited 
football fans from both the girls and boys Ashwood 
football teams prepared for three Richmond Football 
Club stars to take them in a generous two hour 
training session. 

The three footballers, Graham Polak, Jayden Post 
and David Gourdis arrived at Ashwood College to 
be greeted by the eager football fanatics (of either 
the game, or the players!). 

The Richmond boys did a great job, passing on their 
professional advice to over 80 students.  They started 
with some basic line drills of kicking and 
handballing and progressed into games. 

The students showed immense enthusiasm, with all 
girls and boys getting involved. 

It was great to see the younger students matching it 
with the big boys.  Hopefully the professional advice 
they received will be taken on to the field at the 
interschool sport round robins this term. 

Good luck guys and girls! 

Melissa Worth—Sports Coordinator 

MONEY FOR 
YOUNG IDEAS 

in 

Ashburton/Ashwood/Chadstone 

 

Have you ever wanted to do something to make a 
difference within your community but never had the 

cash to do it? 

 

Here’s your chance!! 

 

If you are aged 12-25 years, and spend time in the 
Ashburton, Ashwood, Chadstone or surrounding 
area – and have a great idea for a project or event 

that benefits young people:  

 

Then we want to 
give you money!! 

 

You can apply for up to $2,000. 

Grants will close on Friday 29th May. 

 

For an application kit or for further information, 
please contact Verity, Facilitator of Youth 
Foundations Victoria on 9885 7789 or 0404 116 130 
or email youth.services@craigfc.org.au 

 

The grants are a central part of the work of Youth 
Foundations Victoria – Ashburton, Ashwood, 
Chadstone, a partnership funded by the Bendigo 
Bank and the Victorian Government.  

 


