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Diary Dates: 
Thursday    4 June  Year 10 Exams begin 
Monday    8 June  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tuesday    9 June  VCE June Exams begin 
Friday   12 June  Pupil Free Day (students not required at school) 
Monday  15 June  Year 10 Work Experience Program begins 
Wednesday  17 June  Zone Cross Country 

Student Assessment and Reporting 

At present students are undergoing the final 
assessment for their first semester subjects.  Year 
10, 11 examinations have commenced and Unit 3 
examinations for Year 12 will be held next week, 
along with the GAT.  Students in Years 7—9 will sit 
examinations for some of their subjects this 
semester.  If students are absent for any of their 
examinations, they must provide a medical 
certificate, in which case they will be given the 
opportunity to sit the exam at another time. 
 
Students will be issued their Semester 1 reports on 
the last day of term.  If parents have any concerns or 
queries relating to their child’s reports, please 
contact the relevant teacher at the school early next 
term. 
 
It is at this time of year in particular that a student’s 
choices during the semester go a long way in 
determining their semester results.  The vast 
majority of our students are conscientious, 
committed and strive to do well.  Associated with 
this is an excellent attendance rate at school.  
Equally, students who are not as conscientious, will 
also often have poor attendance.   
 
Regular school attendance is a prerequisite for 
improved participation and educational outcomes 
and is the responsibility of everyone in the school 
and the wider community.  We know that students 
with irregular and poor attendance often struggle at 
school and the value they receive from their 
education is greatly diminished as a result. 
 
It’s Not OK to be away! 
 
Kerrie Croft—Principal 

Track and Field Carnival 2009 

 
To acknowledge some outstanding individual 
achievements, here are the track and field individual 
champions who will represent Ashwood College on 
Thursday 3 September at the District Athletics at the 
Knox Athletic Track: 

12 & 13 Year Boys - Corey Quinlivan (Blue) 
                       Girls - Mikaela Miller (Green) 
14 Year          Boys - Jude Gurusinghe (Red) 
                       Girls - Chynea Lang (Red) 
15 Year          Boys - Joed Cook (Blue) 
                       Girls - Laura Zane-Todd (Blue) 
16 Year          Boys - Beau Connick (Blue) 
                      Girls - Jessica Sawkins (Red) 
17  Year         Boys - Zinthambo Phiri (Yellow) 
                      Girls - Henriette Merkel (Green) 
                                 Mel Blennerhassett (Green) 
18-20 Year    Boys - To be decided after High 
                                  Jump 
                      Girls - Kristy Waenga (Green) 

Melissa Worth - Sport Coordinator 
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Attention Year 8 Parents and Students: 
Festival of Healthy Living Performance 

 
The time has nearly come where 
the students will be ready to 
perform for you what they have 
been doing in their Festival for 
Healthy Living classes.  There 
will be a performance held on the 
evening of Thursday 18th June 
from 6:30pm onwards in our 
Performing Arts Centre.  All year 
8 students are required to attend 
and perform as part of their 

curriculum and assessment this Semester.  The 
students have been working with professional artists 
on dance and circus skills for a term each now and 
have two performances to show you for each of the 
four classes.  Students will be doing a dress rehearsal 
in front of primary schools on Wednesday 17 June in 
the afternoon and last term they also had a show and 
tell of skills to Parkhill Primary School.   

An invitation for year 8 families to come to this event 
will be sent home, where you will need to indicate 
how many tickets you would like.  There will be a 
gold coin donation on the evening. 

Hope to see you all there to celebrate the skills of the 
year 8 students! 

Melissa Worth—FHL Coordinator 

Go Melbourne 

Last week all year 9 
students were handed out a 
p a r e n t  /  s t u d e n t 
information notice on the 
“Go Melbourne”  program 
coming up in term 3. The 
reply form and $20 

payment is due by June 15. 

More information will be given to students early next 
term. This is a compulsory program where all students 
are expected to attend. 

If you have any questions please call Dale Wain at 
school or email on: wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Debating News 

Last Wednesday evening the interschool 
debaters gave outstanding performances at the 
D.A.V competition which was held at Wesley 
College. 

 The Year 9 team, consisting of Lourdinia 
Naidoo, Ian Mc Farland and Conorae Wylie, 
argued for the negative, “parents should be able 
to design their own babies”, against Avila 
College.  Ashwood won convincingly with Ian 
judged best speaker. 

The Year 11 team, consisting of Rosemary 
Lloyd, Piers Callant and Michael Watson, 
faced the formidable challenge of a “secret 
topic”.  A “secret topic” is where the students 
are advised of the topic only one hour prior to 
the scheduled debate.  Rosemary, Piers and 
Michael argued for the negative, “illegal 
immigrants should be put in detention” and 
won convincingly against Glen Waverly 
Secondary College.  Michael was also awarded 
best speaker. 

The Year 10 team debated against Avila 
College with both teams confronting the 
challenge of an “advised topic” for the very 
first time.  An “advised topic” is where teams 
are informed of the theme beforehand, 
however, are only told the specific topic one 
hour before the debate.  Our team, Ricky 
Layley, Tim Blamey and Alexandra Guffogg,  
acquitted themselves very well, losing their 
debate by only one point. 

All students are to be congratulated on their 
outstanding performances.  Thanks also needs 
to be extended to Mrs Slockwitch, in the 
Library, for her assistance with research and to 
Mrs Ruka for a  very informative lunchtime 
tutorial in genetics with the Year 9 team. 

Glenis Rotondo—Debating Coordinator 
 
Year 7 Badminton - Change Of Dates 
Last Friday was cancelled due to a power 
failure.  The Round Robin is now being played 
next Tuesday 9th June at the same place and 
new forms have gone out to the students.  Sorry 
for the inconvenience.  
Melissa Worth—Sports Coordinator 
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Year 9 Outdoor Education Overnight Bushwalk 

Last Thursday and Friday the second Year 9 
Outdoor Education class went on an overnight hike.   
We hiked through part of the Great Otway National 
Park in the Lorne area.  We had beautiful weather in 
the morning and then the students showed great 
resilience, surviving through heavy rain when setting 
up camp and trying to cook dinner.  The rain 
improved the flow over the waterfalls and they were 
looking spectacular.  The group enjoyed exploring 
around the rocks of the waterfalls and walking 
through different environments including a canyon.  
As it was the first overnight hike for most students 
they were well organised and handled the challenges 
of being self sufficient very well, a good experience 
for all. 

Thanks to Mr Duggan for his assistance on the hike. 

Melissa Worth— 
Year 9 Outdoor Education Coordinator 
 

Parents & Friends 

The next Parents & Friends Meeting will be held in 
the Ashwood College Performing Arts Centre foyer 
on Thursday 4 June from 7.30pm to 9.00pm 
(approx.).  Everyone is welcome to come along.  If 
you have an agenda item or would like to know 
more,  p lease emai l  Da le  Wain a t 
wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Please note that Parents & Friends meetings are 
always held on the first Thursday of each month. 

Dale Wain 

Year 8 Boys Soccer Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
On Tuesday the Year 8 Boys Soccer Team were 
pumped up and ready to be led by our cool and 
composed captain Ned.  However, we faced some 
tough competition in our pool, Mt Waverley 
Secondary College and Wellington Secondary 
College.  We were unable to score a goal against 
their defence but we had some great forward breaks 
led by Jack, Ned, Eral and Roman.  Johnny was a 
great goalie and was supported by the defence of 
Stephen, Andrew, Damien and Jordan.  Run 
through the midfield came from the speed of Blake 
and Norm. 

A big thank you to Lachlan Kennedy for his 
assistance on the day. 

Look ahead to next year boys! 

Melissa Worth—Sports Coordinator/Coach 

Work Experience 

Now that the contracts have been signed and you 
have a copy for you and a copy for your employer, 
it's time to contact your employer/s and gently 
"remind them" that you're coming.  Ring the 
contact person on the form and use an excuse such 
as, "what time do I have to start?", "what do I have 
to wear?", "is there anywhere to eat/buy lunch?" 
You must contact your employer/s to avoid being 
embarrassed by just turning up on the Monday and 
saying, "I'm here!" and the boss saying, "who are 
you?".  

It gives your employer time to get organised for 
your arrival and have something for you to do. 

John Bullen—Work experience Coordinator 
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World Challenge –  
Expedition Team to Borneo 2010 

Ashwood College are endeavouring to be part of an 
exciting extra-curricular project in association with 
World Challenge Australia. 
 

In an exciting venture, Ashwood College students 
will be involved in an 18 month program which will 
culminate in a four week trip to Borneo, South East 
Asia. 
 

The program is student driven whereby all students 
are given ongoing training and facilitation in regards 
to financial management (fundraising for the trip); 
itinerary planning; leadership; nutrition and fitness 
and social justice. 
 

The trip will be held at the end of November/
beginning of December in 2010 and will involve 
Year 10, 11 and 12 students. 
 

Students will be directly involved in the planning of 
the four phases of the trip with the assistance of a 
World Challenge facilitator:- 
 

     Phase 1 – Acclimatisation 
     Phase 2 – Challenge 
     Phase 3 – Project 
     Phase 4 – Rest and Relaxation 
 

This exciting extra-curricular educational 
opportunity has been taken up by many schools.  
Students, parents and teachers have cited rave 
reviews in regards to the training provided and the 
impact of this once in a lifetime experience.   
 

We are presently calling for expression of interest 
from students in Years 9, 10 and 11 (2009).  This 
will be followed by a student based assembly; a 
parent information night and a final confirmation of 
involvement through the payment of a deposit (this 
will be requested early in Term 3).  For more 
information please contact Ms. Jo Henriksen. 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST APPLICATION 
FORMS AVAILABLE FROM MS. JO 
HENRIKSEN TO BE RETURNED TO THE 
GENERAL OFFICE BY THURSDAY 11 JUNE 
2009 
 
Jo Henriksen - 
Engagement & Wellbeing Coordinator  
 

Senior Presentation Ball 

Practice for this year’s Senior Presentation Ball is 
now well under way with the Debutante set 
comprising of 28 Year 11 and 12 students.  This 
year’s group is already displaying grace in their 
style as they dance the Rhumba, Palmer Waltz and  
Evening Three Step.  The students will now learn 
to create intricate floor patterns while performing 
these dances. 
 

The Ball will be held at The Grande on Cathies 
Lane, Wantirna, on Friday 26 June and promises to 
be an exciting and glittering event.  All parents and 
friends are most welcome to attend this gala event 
and be entertained by this lavish presentation of 
student dances while enjoying a formal dinner 
d an c e  i n  a  f r i en d l y  a t m o s p h e r e . 
 

Tickets are available from the General Office at a 
cost of  $65.00 per person, which includes a three 
course meal and all soft drinks.  The venue is 
licensed and alcohol may be purchased at the bar 
(ID required).  At the conclusion of the 
Presentation, a live band will provide 
entertainment and accompany people on the dance 
floor. 
 

All family and friends are invited to join the 
students in this celebration. Organise a table with a 
group of friends and book through the General 
Office for an event  which promises to be a night 
of fun. 

Maree Dusting— Presentation Ball Coordinator  

BUSHFIRES QUILT HANGING 
Display of quilts made for the 

Bushfire Survivors 
Saturday 20 June 2009 

11.00am to 4.30pm 
at 

Lighthouse, Ashburton Uniting Church 
7 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton 

Devonshire Tea available 
Gold coin donation entry 

All proceeds towards quilting of quilts 



 

�

�������� ���	�
���
������������
Intermediate Boys Football  

On a perfect day for football the Intermediate Boys 
Football Team travelled the short distance to 
Burwood Reserve to take part in a Round Robin 
Competition.  The first game against Mt. Waverley 
Secondary College was a close encounter with our 
boys holding the advantage at half time through a 
strong team effort.  Unfortunately, Mt. Waverley 
kicked ahead in the final minutes and took out the 
game by a slender margin.  In the second game we 
came up against Brentwood Secondary College and 
although we tried valiantly we were defeated by a 
very skilful team.  In the final game we came up 
against Highvale Secondary College, unfortunately 
they finished the stronger of the two teams. 

Congratulations to the boys for their efforts in 
attending training and putting in such a big effort on 
the day.  In particular, praise should go to the boys 
who pulled on the boots and played Aussie Rules 
for the first time. 

Thanks, also to the student helpers Sarah Perkins 
and Adam White-Ronalds for their assistance on the 
day. 

John Sheehan—Boys Football Coach 

Intermediate Boys Badminton 

Matthew Gebert, Joel Creek, Oscar Liao, Sachin 
Siriwardena, Matthew Symonds, Jamie McNamara, 
Harry McParland and Ben Chan  represented 
Ashwood College in the Boys Intermediate 
Badminton at Springers Reserve on Monday 18 
May. 

The A Team recorded a resounding win against 
Wellington Secondary College, however, could not 
match the experience of the larger schools.  Our B 
Team recorded a great win over Wheelers Hill 
Secondary College winning five sets to one.  Both 
teams played an average of five games for the day.  
It was certainly a learning curve for our players. 
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All students should be congratulated for 
representing our school in a very sportsman-like 
manner.  All players had the opportunity to umpire 
and all gained a good insight into the rules of 
badminton. 

Bryan Walsh—Badminton Coach 

 
Intermediate Girls Netball 

Monday 18 May saw the Intermediate Girls’ 
Netball Team board the bus fit and ready for a big 
day of netball out at Jells Park.  Jess Ivory stepped 
up to the captaincy and led the team onto the court 
firing. 

Despite going down in the first game the girls 
spirits were still up and to their credit they all kept 
their heads up for the entire day. 

The girls put up an impressive tireless effort against 
some very polished teams, all having a crack, even 
when they were out of position.  There was some 
great play and a lot of improvement as the girls 
came together as a team. 

Melissa Cook played her heart out in wing defence, 
reading the play beautifully and taking some 
impressive intercepts. 

Alice Nelms played all over the court, starting in 
the centre, moving into defence and taking on some 
attackers who were twice her height.  Jazzy also 
played as a utility making some great leads in goals 
and then moving well through mid court until her 
talents shone in defence, taking some fantastic 
intercepts from some well trained attackers. 

The girls  represented the school well and were a 
pleasure to coach. 

Well done girls, great effort! 

Linsey Boddy—Netball Coach 
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Track and Field Carnival 2009 

On Friday 22 May the Track and Field Carnival was 
held at Duncan McKinnon Reserve. 

 The student body was out in force by wearing their 
house colours or choosing to go with the Sporting 
Hero theme.  The vibe was great and participation 
during the day was excellent.  Many events were on 
offer including 1500 metres, sprints, shotput, discus, 
high jump, long and triple jump.   

The day culminated with the relays and the teachers 
were convincingly beaten.  Well done to all 
participants and assistants on the day. 

After many hotly contested events throughout the 
day there can only be one House winning the overall 
carnival trophy.  In fourth place was Yellow House 
on 496 points, third Red on 610, second Blue on 
704 and Green House was the overall winner on a 
massive798 points. 

Melissa Worth—Sport Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Cross Country 

Last Friday 60 students headed to Nortons Park for 
the District Cross Country Carnival.  The students 
represented the College extremely well with great 
results. 

It was very encouraging to see them cheer each 
other on at the start and finish lines.  Some of the 
highlights from the day were Chynea Lang (14 year 
girls) who blitzed the field and won by the largest 
margin of all age groups. 

In the 12-13 year girls Mikaela Miller, even with a 
reoccurring injury, came 5th, Nyakoang Nyak 
9th  and Lois Shea close behind in 12th position.  In 
the boys, Sebastien Temple came 9th in the 17-20 
year age group and Matt Gebert and Robert Collis 
did well coming 18th in the 15 and 16 year age 
groups respectively. 

It was a fantastic effort from the whole team and 
hopefully we will be represented by five runners at 
the Zone Cross Country on Wednesday 17 June. 
Well done to all participants. 

A big thank you to Mrs. Wiggins, Mrs. Wain, Mrs. 
McNeil and Mr. Diaz for their assistance on the day. 

Melissa Worth – Sports Coordinator 
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