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Diary Dates: 
Thurday 6 August  Australian Maths Competition 
Tuesday  11 August  Year 10 & VCE/ VCAL 2010 Information Night 
Thuesday 13 August   Year 8 & 9 Information Night - Yr 8 7pm, Yr 9 8pm 
Sunday   16 August   Term 3 Working Bee  
Monday  17  August  School Musical - No Ill Feeling Begins  
Saturday 5th  August  Ashwood College Trivia Night 
����

As mentioned in the last edition of Ashwords, 
Ashwood College will receive $1,970,000 to 
construct a new science centre under the Rudd 
Government’s Science and Language Centres for 
21st Century Secondary Schools (SLC) program. 
 
The great news is that 
work on the centre has 
already commenced.  
Peter Forbes, our 
Facilities Manager and I 
met with representatives 
from the companies 
appointed as the Project 
Manager and Architects.  
We attended a briefing 
at Dallas Brookes Hall  

on Friday last week where we received clarification 
of some of the frequently asked questions.  Soil 
testing was completed on Monday this week.  
Construction is due to commence on 7 October—the 
first day of Term 4. 

 
Below are concept 
drawings and images of 
how the new centre will 
look.  Plans of the centre 
are on display in the 
office foyer.  You are 
also able to view a short 
DVD  taking you on a 
virtual tour of the centre. 
 
Kerrie Croft—Principal 
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S e n i o r  P r e s e n t a t i o n  B a l l 

After many weeks of rehearsals of dance routines 
the finale quickly approached, Friday 26 June 
2009. The 14 couples took their positions on the 
dance floor and had the audience of parents, 
family and friends totally engaged with their 
newly acquired skills. 

The music was fantastic, the food delicious, the 
venue superb and the entertainment inspiring. 

May I take the opportunity to congratulate the 
following dance couples, not only on their 
dancing, but also the mature manner in which 
they conducted themselves throughout the 
evening. 

The couples were: Jessica Sawkins and Michael 
Watson, Monique Sawkins and Daniel 
McCulloch, Melanie Blennerhassett and Stephen 
Tate, Rosemary Lloyd and Guy Faletolu, 
Chantelle Wirenski and Piers Callant, Jessica 
March and Sebastian Temple, Adelya 
Sukmadewati and Sean McGeckin, Chloe 
Guffogg and Matthew McKinley, Alicia 
Hermitte and Mitchell Cook, Cassie Wilson and 
Stuart Perriman, Heather Wain and Earth 
Kongtanggitt, Henriette Merkel and Alec Blaber, 
Gwenda Mould and Aaron Dryden, Annie Lui 
and Andy Chu.  You were all a credit, not only to 
Ashwood College and your parents, but to 
yourselves.  May the memory of the evening be 
long lasting. 

A huge thank you must go to Ms. Marie Dusting 
for the hours given to organising the evening for 
the students and to the dancing instructor Mr. 
Grant McGeckin - well done.  Also, thank you to 
Ms. Bernadette McIvor and Mr. Michael Culling 
for assisting prior to the dance spectacular. 

What a fantastic way to finish Semester 1 with 
the Senior Presentation Ball, l had a very 
enjoyable evening. 

Mrs. Janet Wiggins 
Year 11 Coordinator/MC on the evening 
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Educational Maintenance Allowance 
(EMA)  
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Year 10 Careers Transition Day 

On Wednesday 22 July and with tremendous support 
and organisation from Voula Jakubicki (Vocational 
Pathways Coordinator), Ashwood College ran a 
Careers Transition Day for all Year 10 students.  
This was the culmination of several months of 
planning and searching for skilled people to speak 
on behalf of their specific fields. 

The event involved over 30 guest speakers visiting 
our school and talking to the students about a variety 
of career options.  Some of the careers that were 
represented on the day included IT, Law, Medicine 
and other Health Sciences such as Pharmacy and 
Nursing, Building and the Allied Trades, 
Architecture, Art and Design, Fashion, Hospitality & 
Tourism, Automotive, Sport & Recreation, Drama, 
Victoria Police, Science and Forensics, Engineering 
and Environmental.  Many of the speakers were 
from industry and private business and very kindly 
donated their time for this event.  We also had many 
representatives from tertiary organisations such as 
TAFEs, universities and private providers. 

It is always exciting to bring outside guests into the 
school as they provide valuable first hand 
information to our students and this event was no 
exception.  All in all, the day was a great success and 
it provided the Year 10s with some very useful 
information prior to their subject selections for Year 
11. 

Aside from the excellent calibre of many of our 
visitors, I would like to especially thank the support 
I received on the day from the staff in the General 
Office and Gerry Slockwitch and Kuan Ng for their 
invisible, but vital technology support throughout the 
day. Apart from setting up classrooms for data 
shows, they also ensured all ran well on the day. I 
would also like to thank Peter Forbes for organising 
staffing and making sure all sessions were well 
supported by staff.  

To the Year 9 helpers on the day, Hailey Dryden, 
Felicity Hogg, Jackson Low and Madeleine 
Weatherley, thank you.  You did a fantastic job and 
represented our school to the outside community 
admirably. 
 
Kath Robinson - Careers Coordinator 
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Visit to Ashwood by David Metzenthen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 20 July, David Metzenthen, a 
celebrated Australian children’s author, visited 
Ashwood College as a representative of the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge.  He was 
accompanied by Local Member of Parliament, Mr. 
Bob Stensholt, who spoke about the Premier’s 
Reading Challenge to the students and presented 
the school with books written by David. 

David Metzenthen spoke to over sixty excited 
students, selected from Years 7 to 9.  He discussed 
how he writes his stories, where he gets his ideas 
from and the characters he uses in his books.  
David’s books range from picture story books to 
young adult fiction and he has won a number of 
awards.  The students were able to ask questions, 
have their books signed and personally meet and 
talk to him.  It was a very interesting morning and 
gave the students the opportunity to meet a “real” 
author.  Ashwood College would like to thank the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge for organising David 
Metzenthen to visit our school and giving our 
students a really exciting experience. 

 

Vivienne Dugdale Teacher Librarian  
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Parents & Friends 

The next Parents & Friends Meeting will be held in 
the Ashwood College Performing Arts Centre foyer 
on Tuesday 11 August from 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm 
(approx).  Everyone is welcome to come along.  If 
you have an agenda item or would like to know 
more,  p lease emai l  Da le  Wain a t 
wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Upcoming Events / Dates for Parents & Friends 

Please contact Dale Wain on 9807 1333 or 
wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au.  Donations can 
also be left at the General Office. 

 
Year 8 Camp – 8 to 11 September 2009 

This is a reminder to parents that the Year 8 Camp 
is now only a few weeks away.  At Ashwood 
College we consider these camps to be an integral 
part of the school curriculum and therefore 
compulsory for all students.  At this stage there has 
been a disappointing response with information for 
less than 50% of students received. 

Please forward the “Parent Consent” and “Medical 
Information” forms to the school as soon as 
possible - if replacement forms are required, please 
advise your child to collect one from the General 
Office. 

I am aware that a number of students are unable to 
attend for various reasons.  If this is the case, please 
confirm this in writing as soon as possible. 

Wayne Speck - Year 8 Coordinator 
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Trivia Night 5 September 2009 

The Parents & Friends Committee is seeking 
donations that can be raffled or auctioned at our two 
upcoming fundraisers; the inaugural Ashwood 
College Trivia Night/Silent Auction evening and the 
second Annual Gas Light Market. 

The fundraisers are to raise money to contribute to 
the purchase and installation of permanent outdoor 
shade structures surrounding the canteen area and 
towards the air-conditioning fund.  We have a target 
of $5,000 and we sincerely hope you are able to 
assist our fundraising by contributing an item or 
service from you or your business. 

Some examples of donations in the past are as 
follows:  accommodation, wine, food, 
cosmetics/hair cuts, jewellery, gift vouchers, music/ 
CDs, movie passes, massage/beauty treatments and 
local restaurants/pub meal vouchers. 
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VCAL Market Excursion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 28 July the Senior and Intermediate 
VCAL students, accompanied by Mrs. Wiggins and 
Mrs. Huggins, visited the Footscray and Victoria 
Markets.  The visit was part of this term’s theme of 
Multiculturalism and Inclusion and involved 
investigating the differences in prices from one area 
of Melbourne to another. 

At each market the students were required to price a 
number of items at various stalls and purchase and 
taste three fresh food items that they had not seen or 
tried before. 

This visit will be followed up in a couple of weeks 
with a visit to the Dandenong Market.  The students 
will be using the photographic and numerical 
information that they have gathered to discuss 
immigration in terms of where migrants settle 
within Melbourne’s suburbs and  the foods that have 
been introduced as a result of immigration.  They 
will also be completing a numeracy project 
comparing fruit and vegetable prices at markets and 
supermarkets and in different areas of Melbourne. 

The students approached the set tasks in a very 
mature and responsible manner and coped well with 
situations that, at times, placed them out of their 
comfort zones. 

Julie Huggins - VCAL Numeracy Teacher  

Debating News 

On Thursday 24 July the Year 9 and Year 11 
Interschool Debating teams participated in the final 
round of the 2009 season of the Debaters of Victoria  
evening debates at Wesley College. 

The Year 9 (D Grade) team (Ian McFarland, 
Lourdinia Naidoo and Conorae Wylie) gave yet 
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another impressive performance, winning 
convincingly against Highvale Secondary College 
with the argument for the negative that “Australia 
should send women into front line combat”. 

Ian McFarland gave a particularly dynamic 
performance and was awarded “Best Speaker of the 
Night”. 

The Year 11 (B Grade) team, Michael Watson, 
Piers Callant, and Rosemary Lloyd, again 
participated in the challenge of a Secret Topic 
arguing for the negative against Huntingtower that 
“desalination would be beneficial  for Victoria”.   
Unfortunately, Ashwood was narrowly defeated by 
one point, however, were congratulated by the 
opposition for their formidable performance! 

This has been an outstanding year for debating at 
Ashwood College. 

The D Grade team finished the season ranked sixth 
out of 28 teams that participated. 

The B Grade team finished with an overall ranking 
of fifth out of 25 teams. 

Glenis Rotondo (Debating Coordinator) 
Piers and Michael (Debating Captains) 

 
World Challenge – Expedition Team to Borneo 
2010 

In an exciting venture, a group of Ashwood College 
students will be involved in an 18 month program 
which will culminate in a four week trip to Borneo 
in South East Asia. 
 
The program is student driven and will consist of 
ongoing training and facilitation in regards to 
financial management; itinerary planning; 
leadership; nutrition and fitness and social justice. 
 
On Tuesday 21 July, interested students and parents 
attended a Parent Information Night held at the 
College, followed by the official Student Launch 
Meeting on Tuesday 28 July.  The World Challenge 
students will now begin the challenging task of part
-time work and fundraising for the 2010 trip.  We 
look forward to student and College community 
support in the coming months as we strive to reach 
our goal. 

Jo Henriksen  
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University/ TAFE Open Days This Term! 

Attending University and TAFE Open Days is a 
great way to find out about them.  Here are some 
dates (most are from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm): 

Music Information Evening at Monash– 

 The  University’s School of Music will hold an 
information evening for prospective students and 
teachers. Topics include: the range of degrees, 
entry criteria, selection procedures and audition 
requirements. Lecturers from specialist areas will 
attend. Info/Bookings: 9905 3231 or 
music@arts.monash.edu.au. 
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Monash University Parent 
Information Evenings 

Tuesday 8 September 2009 

7.00 pm-8.00 pm Monash University, 
Caulfield Campus 

Bookings are essential on: 

www.monash.edu/study/events 

YEAR 12 NEWS 

APPLYING FOR COURSES FOR 2010 - 
VTAC Guide 2010, giving details of courses 
and how to apply, is now available.  
Applications open on-line on Monday 3 
August and close on Wednesday 30 
September.  The processing fee is $23.00 if 
you pay by credit card or $31.00 if you have an 
invoice sent.  You can apply after 30 September 
but it will cost $82.  You can apply for up to 12 
courses, placed in order of most preferred to 
least preferred. 

Be sure to read the Selection Mode and Extra 
Requirements for any course for which you 
apply.  You can change your preferences  
after you receive your results on 14 December 
(‘til 21 December). 

SPECIAL ENTRY ACCESS SCHEME -  
Check out the Special Entry Access Scheme 
(SEAS) administered by VTAC to see if any of 
the 10 categories apply to you (mature age, non-
English speaking background, indigenous 
Australian, family circumstances, socio-
economic background, rural/isolated, under-
represented schools, women/men in under-
represented disciplines, disability or medical 
condition, refugee). 
�
SCHOLARSHIPS – 

VTAC publishes “A Guide to University 
Scholarships” (copies in careers room).  There 
are Institutional Access and Equity 
Scholarships, Commonwealth Scholarships and 
Merit Scholarships.  

Sunday 9 August–  
Deakin University (Geelong), RMIT 
University/TAFE, Gordon TAFE, Victoria 
University/TAFE (Footscray), William Angliss 
TAFE�

Saturday 15 August–  
Holmesglen TAFE�

Sunday 16 August -  
Australian Catholic University (Melbourne), 
Deakin University (Warrnambool), La Trobe 
University (Bendigo), Swinburne 
University/TAFE, Melbourne University, 
Sunraysia TAFE (Swan Hill)�

Sunday 23 August-  
Box Hill TAFE, Deakin University (Melbourne), 
La Trobe University (Albury/Wodonga)�

Sunday 30 August-  
Australian Catholic University (Ballarat), Ballarat 
University, La Trobe University (Bundoora)�

Saturday 22 August- 
Advertising Seminar (RMIT)  
www.rmit.edu.au/bus/events/careers/ad�

Saturday 5 September-  
Public Relations Seminar (RMIT) 
www.rmit.edu.au/bus/events/careers/pr�
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