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Diary Dates: 
Friday 18 September End Term 3—2.00 pm dismissal 
Monday  5 October  Term 4 Commences / VCE LOTE Orals Commence 
Tuesday  6 October VCAL Excursion All Day  
Wednesday  7 October  VCE Drama Solo Night 
Thursday  8 October Year 7 & 10 Immunisations - HIV & HPV 
Thursday  8 October Parent Teacher Interviews Years 7 to 9 - 4pm to 7pm—2.00pm dismissal ����
����

Media Reports on Student Management in 
Schools 

Parents may have read recently some alarming 
headlines in newspapers, including such statements 
as “Brat School - unruly kids are running amok in 
primary schools with the number of suspensions 
doubling in the past decade”. 

“More than 2000 primary school students were 
suspended last year as public schools struggle to 
cope with the surge in violent and unruly students.” 

“Public school principals, fed up with a lack of 
resources to deal with troublesome kids who 
endanger others and disrupt classes, have called for 
violent and unruly students to be isolated in special 
classes to cool off.” 

This  suggests that in government schools students 
are uncontrolled and perhaps uncontrollable. We 
know that good discipline is important to parents - 
as it is to effective learning and teaching - and these 
media articles can undermine parents’ confidence in 
the government system. 

The articles arose from a submission by the VPA 
(the principals association that represents primary 
principals) asking for additional Student 
Development Centres where students who are 
especially disruptive can be sent for a period of time 
(usually a Term). 

I hope that parents of Ashwood College keep all this 
in perspective. When you walk around Ashwood 
College what you will see are students engaged in 
learning, with teachers able to work with them 
positively and effectively. Our discipline procedures 
are clear and agreed by the school community – we 
do not tolerate student behaviour which prevents 

others from learning. 

There are difficult students in our system, but at 
Ashwood College you can be assured that the 
policies and processes we have in place will mean 
that your child will continue to receive a high 
quality education. Your support and involvement 
helps us to make sure this continues! 
 
Student Forum 

On Tuesday this week, 27 students from Years 7 to 
11 were involved in a student forum where they had 
the opportunity to provide feedback on current 
school practices and policies and input into their 
improvement.  The day was organised by our 
Student Engagement and Wellbeing Leading 
Teacher Jo Henriksen, who guided the students 
through a series of challenging and fun activities.  
The day was extremely productive and the students 
have provided us with a huge amount of insightful 
and constructive feedback to work with.  More 
details about the day will appear in the next edition 
of Ashwords. 

Final Print Edition of Ashwords 

This newsletter marks the last printed edition of 
Ashwords.  Ashwords has been accessible for some 
time now on the College’s website.  From Term 4, 
parents will be notified of the publication of 
Ashwords by email which will include a link to the 
newsletter on the college website.  A small number 
of print copies will be available at the General 
Office for those families who do not have access to 
the internet.  If  the school does not have your email 
address, please contact the school office on 9807 
1333 to update our records. 

Kerrie Croft—Principal 
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���� Year 8 Report 

As we enter the last week of Term, it’s 
worthwhile looking back at some of the ways 
Year 8 students have been involved in the 
College extracurricular program.  Many students 
have taken an active part in:  “The Festival for 
Healthy Living” and the subsequent performance 
for parents and friends; numerous interschool 
sports and athletics competitions; “The Rock and 
Water” program run by Mr. Boyle; and of course 
the Year 8 Camp that was held last week. 

This year’s Camp was again held at Roses Gap in 
the Grampians National Park.  It was a great 
opportunity to observe the students out of the 
usual classroom situation.  Students took part in a 
number of structured activities designed to allow 
them to show team work and to provide support 
for each other.  Their activity groups were 
deliberately made so that they worked with 
people other than their immediate friends.  This 
allowed them to build some new relationships 
and to learn to depend on a group of other 
students.  All members of staff, including Mr. 
Kuc who visited us at camp, our own teachers 
and the staff at the camp itself were impressed 
with the cooperation and involvement of all 
students attending.  As a coordinator I enjoyed 
the opportunity to work with many students who 
I rarely come 
across in the 
usual school 
situation.  They 
were all a credit 
to Ashwood 
College. 

Wayne Speck - 
Year 8 
Coordinator 

�������

Homework Club - Term 4 
  

As in Terms 1, 2 and 3 the Homework Club will run 
on a weekly basis.  It will be held on Wednesday and 
Thursdays (of each alternate week) from 3.05 pm to 
4.05 pm in Room 52. 

It will be supervised by Erica Chadderton and 
Genevieve Monteiro as per the schedule below:- 

Many students have taken advantage of the facilities 
on offer. They include: computers, scanning 
equipment, colour printers, and most basic stationary 
items. Students are also offered drinks and snacks to 
keep them going until home time. 

Students should take the opportunity to get their 
homework out of the way before they go home and 
help to ensure a good report at the end of the year. 
 

Erica Chadderton & Genevieve Monteiro - 
Homework Club 

Week Wednesday 
(Supervised by 
CHA) 

Thursday 
(Supervised by 
MON) 

  1 October 7   
  2   October 15 
  3 October 21   

  4    October 29 
  5 November 4   
  6    November 12 
  7 November 18   
  8    November 26 
  9 December 2   
 10    December 10 

Summer Uniform 
 

Term 4 signifies the changeover to summer 
uniform.  Students and parents are advised to 

refer to the Student Planner for details. 
 

In particular, girls are reminded that only white 
socks worn above the ankle form part of the 

summer uniform requirements. 
 

Anna Kukuruzovic - Assistant Principal 
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Go Melbourne 

The ‘Go Melbourne’ program for 2009 has now 
been completed for all Year 9 students.  The students 
had an exciting time in the City learning new aspects 
about Melbourne.  Whilst in the City they researched 
a topic of their choice, ventured out on “Discovery 
Trails ” learning about Arcades and Laneways, 
Culture Vulture (Art Galleries), Shop ‘til you drop, 
(exploring new shopping developments such as the 
GPO and The Queen Victoria Centre), riding the 
City Circle Tram and exploring the Victoria Market.  

They also visited Urban Seed, an organisation that 
helps run soup kitchens in the City for the homeless 
and do nightly checks throughout the City to check 
in with people on the streets.  The students were 
given an overview of what it is like for someone to 
live on the streets. 

The students visited SYN FM Community Radio 
where the they learnt how to produce a radio 
program and produce one themselves. 

A new inclusion this year was the City Museum 
where the students had a guided tour through the Old 
Treasury Building.  They learnt the history of how 
Melbourne was discovered and developed. They also 
went into the old gold vaults and some students were 
lucky enough to go up to the Governor’s Office to 
see where legislation is signed-off each Tuesday 
with the Premier. 

I would like to thank the students for their efforts 
over the three weeks that Go Melbourne’ ran and I 
know they all feel very comfortable with moving 
around the city and using public transport.  Thank 
you to the parents also for ensuring your child 
attended this experience.  We realise that for some 
parents it can be an anxious week allowing their 
child to venture into the City. 

A big thank you to all staff; those who attended ‘Go 
Melbourne’ and those who covered classes at school.  

Dale Wain - Go Melbourne Co-ordinator 

Year 12 English Excursion 

Just over one week ago, all of our final year 
English students headed to Frankston to watch a 
live performance of “Inheritance” , an Australian 
play written by Hannie Rayson, which they have 
been studying over Third Term. 

From the moment they set foot in the PAC, the 
students and teachers were engrossed with the sets 
and the atmosphere that had been created.  Hay 
bales, historic photos, indigenous crafts and 
creative lighting were just some of the things that 
captured their attention.  The Director, Ms Claire 
Darwish asked 20 questions of the students in order 
to reorient their understanding and awareness of the 
underlying issues of the play before they saw it. 

The performance was a semi-professional one with 
some Drama students from the College appearing 
in their debut performance alongside professional 
actors.  Ashwood students were most impressed 
with the consistent quality of the performance and 
the lengths to which the Director went to make the 
play authentic and memorable.  Some techniques 
which were used were video screens presenting the 
flash-back sequences, sound effects, a smoke 
machine and lighting which created strong visual 
impact. 

Nothing can compare with watching a live 
performance, whether it be a play, concert, sporting 
or debating performance.  We hope next year that 
all our senior students who are studying both the 
contemporary and the historical play will look 
forward to the experience and value of supporting 
their studies in this way.  Thank you Year 12s!  

Margaret  Szabo – English Coordinator  
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Term 3 finishes 
2.00 pm, Friday 18 September 

 
Term 4 commences 
Monday 5 October 
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Year 11 OES Mitta Mitta White Water Rafting 
Trip 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 5 to Tuesday 8 September, the Year 11 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies students 
encountered a new experience.  We travelled to 
Omeo where we base camped for two nights. 

The first day we learnt all about preparing the rafts 
and getting fitted out with appropriate gear.   
From Omeo we drove to Big River Bridge where we 
started our White Water Rafting journey on the 
Mitta Mitta River with the outdoor adventure 
company Rafting Australia.  Not many of the 
students had experienced the activity before and 
were able to have this first experience on one of the 
most beautiful and well known white water rivers in 
Victoria.  It was to be a spectacular trip and lived up 
to all expectations.   

Day one saw the students 'get a feel for rafting', 
becoming accustomed to working as a team in the 
raft and learning all the 'rafting lingo'.  Day one 
ended with some more challenging rapids such as 
the Joker and Pinball.  This was just a taste of what 
was to come!  In the evening the students cooked up 
a storm, toasted marshmallows in the campfire and 
recounted the day in their journals. 

Day two saw an early rise as we had an 18 kilometre 
journey ahead of us.  It had rained all night, so we 
thought the river might have risen, but that was not 
to be.  We had excellent river heights for the whole 
journey.  Day two on the river involved even more 
teamwork in the rafts, harder paddling and some 
exciting and challenging rapids to conquer.  The 
grade of rapids rose up around three and touching on 
four.  We moved through rapids with names such as 

Stopper, Dislocation and finishing the day on the 
Waterfall and the Gobbler. 

The students’ skills improved rapidly as the journey 
continued and they learnt about the surrounding 
environment whilst enjoying the thrill of rafting.   
It was an amazing trip and one I hope the students 
remember for quite some time. 

The guides from Rafting Australia were excellent 
and the students learnt a great deal from them over 
the two days. 

Melissa Worth - Outdoor Ed. Coordinator 

Year 11 Psychology - Cunningham Dax 

On Friday, 4 September the Year 11 Psychology 
class visited the Melbourne Mental Health Institute 
and Cunningham Dax Art Collection.  Below are 
some thoughts from the students who attended. 

To say that the insight provided into the lives of 
people living with mental illness was slight is a 
grave understatement. Between the lecture and the 
art exhibition I believe we gained a deeper 
understanding and a greater depth of knowledge 
about mental illness.  Thomas and Anna 
 

We were all very excited to view the Cunningham 
Dax gallery and what was in store for us. 

I found the gallery was very intriguing. Some of us 
found it to be quite confronting with all the art 
works in front of us, which showed a range of 
different emotions. I liked almost every single style 
of art work. They were all artists in my eyes.  Joe 

 
Art that moves you.  Nicole  
 

Bernie Jowett - Year 11 Psychology Teacher  



 

�

��������� ���	�
���
��������
District Track and Field 

It was a fine but windy day on 
Thursday 3 September when 
68 students represented 
Ashwood College at the 
District Track and Field event 
at Knox Athletics Track.  It 
was a huge day with many 
students competing in multiple 
events.  The vibe of the day was good with our 
students competing hard and coming away with 
excellent results.  Overall it was a great team effort 
with Ashwood coming 6th, only a few points away 
from 5th position.  Our senior competitors came 5th 
overall in their age groups. 

Some outstanding individual results, which will see 
them compete at the Zone Track and Field, include: 

Chynea Lang with four 1sts in Triple Jump, Long 
Jump, High Jump and Hurdles, breaking records in 
the three field events 
Frank Loi - Blitzing the field to come 1st in hurdles 
Peter Biar - 2nd in 1500m and 3000m 
Kristy Waenga - 2nd in 800m 

We wish these competitors all the very best at the 
Zone Track and Field at Knox on Friday 9 October.  
In addition to these individual results, there were 
plenty of 2nd and 3rd ribbons for our competitors as 
well and as always plenty of smiles and cheering in 
our stands!   

A big thank you to Mrs. Wiggins, Ms. Boddy, Ms. 
Robinson and student teacher Belinda for their 
amazing support and assistance to students and 
myself on the day.  Well done Team Ashwood, we 
are very proud of your efforts! 

Melissa Worth - Sports Coordinator 
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Year 7 Boys Basketball 

The Year 7 boys basketball team was a huge success 
at the recent Year 7 round robin.  The team, 
consisting of Nodia Odigie, Cisco Godoy, Nathan 
Mark, BK Thong, Bryan Leigh and Ted McDowell 
won four out of their six matches for the day, 
finishing second overall.  They had convincing wins 
over Brentwood (23-7), Glen Waverley (19-11), 
Wellington (13-11) and Wheelers Hill (27-12).  The 
highlight of the day was the boys’ efforts in their last 
match against Mt Waverley, who were undefeated. 
Ashwood lost the match 13-16 but played with 
courage and determination to keep the margin close.  
It was a fantastic effort especially as the boys had 
already played five games and only had one sub!  
The boys always worked as a team and never gave 
up, and of course they could not have done it without 
the support, encouragement and expertise of Year 9 
coach extraordinaire Pat O’Brien.  The team would 
also like to thank all the senior boys who helped out 
at training sessions on the VCE basketball court 
leading up to the day. 

Natalie Same - Boys Basketball Coach 

 

Parent-Student-Teacher Interviews Years 7 - 9 

Parents are reminded that interviews for years 7 - 9 
will take place between 4.00 pm and 7.00 pm on 
Thursday 8 October (with staff having a meal break 
between 5.30 pm and 6.00 pm).  Interviews will be of 
five minutes duration and strictly by BOOKING 
through the new Ashwood Parent Interview Booking 
System, available from our web page 
www.ashwood.vic.edu.au 
 
Term 3 reports will be mailed home prior to the 
commencement of Term 4 and contained within the 
mailing will be instructions in making bookings on 
line.  Bookings will open at the end of Term 3. 

Please note that on the interview day students will be 
dismissed at 2.00 pm. 

Tony Kuc - Assistant Principal. 
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Year 7 Girls Basketball  

The following Year 7 girls represented Ashwood 
College at the recent Round Robin Basketball 
competition at Dandenong Stadium: Louise 
Rushton, Laura Harrison, Lois Shea, Mikaela 
Miller, Kara Chapman, Anika Lindenmayer, 
Tamlyn Loria and Manizha Shekibi.  The girls 
played six games in all and won four games.  The 
girls had good wins against Highvale, Glen 
Waverley, Wellington and Wheelers Hill. 
Unfortunately we lost narrowly to Brentwood and 
Mt. Waverley.  The girls played great basketball 
with the "Twin Towers" (Mikaela Miller and Anika 
Lindenmayer) dominating around the key.  While 
Mikaela scored the majority of goals Lois Shea, 
Kara Chapman and Tamlyn Loria performed some 
great defensive plays. Louise Rushton, Laura 
Harrison and Manizha Shekibi assisted with some 
good rebounding and attacking plays.  Well done to 
the Year 7 girls on a fantastic performance and 
excellent sportsmanship.  

Bryan Walsh - Girls Basketball Coach 

��
Year 7 Table Tennis  

Ashwood fielded Year 7 Boys A & B teams for the 
Waverly District Round Robin held at Dandenong 
Table Tennis Centre on 8 September.  While we 
were ‘competitive’ in both A and B Divisions, we 
were outclassed by our opponents who had all 
clearly been selected from a much larger group of 
students.  The A team were most competitive 
against Wheelers Hill where we narrowly lost three 
of the six rubbers – Corey Quinlaven and Greg 
Garganis (doubles) and Tim Gebert and Liam Owen 
(doubles).   

Our other success in winning games was against 
Brentwood when Tim Gebert won one singles 
rubber.  Corey Quinlaven played well against Glen 
Waverley, joining Corey, Liam and Tim as our best 
players was the other A player Liam Owen.  

The B team were also most competitive against 
Wheelers Hill where we won four games in the six 
rubbers.  Alex Lia lost three games to two in his 
singles, Robert Pugliese won a game in his singles 
rubber and Robert Pugliese and Chris Marsh won a 
game in their doubles.  Our other success was when 
Robert Lewis took one game off his Brentwood 
opponent in their singles rubber.  Joining Alex, 
Robert and Chris as Ashwood’s best players were 
the other two team members, Jesse Boyd and Shai 
Barak. 

Tony Kuc – Badminton Coach  

Year 7 Boys Hockey 

On Tuesday 8 September, the Year 7 Boys 
participated in the interschool Round Robin at 
Waverley Hockey Centre.  They played five, 15 
minute games over the day.  The team started off 
well in a close match with Glen Waverley, but we 
were unable to score despite keeping the ball up our 
end for most of the game.  We drew nil all.  Next we 
played Wheelers Hill, but narrowly lost 1-0 in a 
close game.  

The following games were: 
Ashwood      0  Highvale       0 
Ashwood      0  Wellington    2 
Ashwood      0     Highvale       0 (in playoff for 
6th place- we were equal 6th out of 7 teams) 
Wheelers Hill were overall winners. 

The team members were:  Zan Simons, Daniel 
Symonds, Thomas Day, Jack Carey, Max Hull, 
Miguel Naidu, Francesco Gelati-Grossi, Caelen 
Renfree-Dyer, Tom Sayers, Rhys Dockerill, John 
Forsyth and Harry Thacker. 

The boys showed good sportsmanship on the day, 
despite the frustration of not scoring. 

Best on the day:  Daniel Symonds, Max Hull, John 
Forsyth and Zan Simons. 

Anne Gellatly - Boys Hockey Coach  
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