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Diary Dates:����
Tuesday  20 October  Students Dismissed at 12.30 pm 
Friday   23 October  Year 12 Final Day  
Sunday  25 October  Ashwood College Working Bee 
Tuesday  27 October  Year 11 Outdoor Education Hike Departs  
Friday   30 October  Year 11 Outdoor Education Hike Returns ����
Friday   30 October  Year 12 Exams Commence ����
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Welcome to the first edition of e-Ashwords!   
For some time now we’ve been moving towards 
producing Ashwords electronically.  We have been 
updating our records by collecting email addresses 
and mobile phone numbers of parents and guardians 
so that we can email or SMS to notify you when 
Ashwords is available on our web site.   
 
If you have not provided the school with your email 
address or mobile phone number please do so, so 
that we can contact you.  We would also appreciate 
it if you could notify us immediately of any change 
to your details.  A small number of Ashwords will 
be printed and will be available for collection from 
the General Office. 
 
Curriculum, Policies, Programs and Procedures 
Review 
Parents should have received a letter of notification 
on Wednesday this week regarding the Staff and 
Parent Forums which are being held on Tuesday 
next week. 
 
As part of the College’s commitment to ongoing 
improvement, we have commenced a review of our 
curriculum, programs, procedures and policies. 
 
So far this year teachers have conducted a review of 
the Senior School (Years 10 – 12) Curriculum and 
have implemented changes for 2010.  Next year a 
review of the Junior School (Years 7 – 9) 
Curriculum will be conducted with changes ready 
for implementation in 2011. 
 
Another aspect of the review is to obtain feedback 
from students, parents and staff regarding College 

programs, procedures and policies.   To ascertain 
feedback we are conducting student, parent and staff 
forums.  These forums are significant events for the 
College.  They also form part of the preparation for 
our formal DEECD review which will take place 
next year.  Next year’s review will determine our 
Strategic Plan for the following four years from 
2011-2014. 
 
The student forum was conducted at the end of last 
term, involving 27 students from Years 7 – 11.  The 
staff and parent forums will be held on Tuesday 
next week, 20 October. 
 
The staff forum will be held in the afternoon 
commencing at 12.30 pm and the parent forum will 
be held in the evening commencing at 7.00 pm. 
 
The letter included an invitation to all parents to 
attend the Parent Forum.  This is a perfect 
opportunity for parents to provide us with feedback 
and to have input into the College’s direction for 
2011 onwards.  If you would like to attend the 
Parent Forum please complete the reply slip 
attached to the bottom of the letter and forward it to 
the General Office by close of business on Monday, 
19 October.  Wine and cheese will be provided. 
 
If you did not receive a copy of the letter, please 
contact the school on 9807 1333 and the office staff 
will forward a copy to you. 
 
To enable these forums to take place, students 
will be dismissed from school at 12.30 pm on 
Tuesday next week, 20 October. 
 
Kerrie Croft—Principal 
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���� Year 9 ‘I CAN’ Challenge Program 

Commencing this week, all Year 9s are 
participating in the ‘I CAN’ Challenge Program 
within their PE and health classes.  Students will 
be involved in dance and self defence classes 
over a six week period.  The program is aimed at 
students challenging themselves to achieve in 
areas and activities they may not have an 
opportunity to partake in outside of school. 

Parents please note: there is a $25.00 charge to 
participate in these exciting activities which 
covers the six weeks.  If your son or daughter has 
not returned their form and payment they need to 
do so this week. 

We look forward to seeing some new dance 
moves!! 

Physical Education Staff  

 

Year 12 Drama Students  Solo Night 

In the final senior performance for the year, our 
six talented Year 12s took to the stage to 
showcase their dramatic swansong; the Unit 4 
Solo Performance Task.  Students were required 
to construct a non-naturalistic, seven-minute 
performance from a selection of prescribed 
structures provided by the VCAA. 

The resultant work saw a spirited audience look 
on in a very quirky and diverse evening of solo 
performance.  Chloe Guffogg explored the many 
lives of Lucrezia Borgia, Jack McCulloch floated 
his vision for a ‘people and pets memorial park’, 
Emma Ritchie discussed the more absurd points 
of British Colonialism, Kristy Waenga 
auditioned, as Achilles for Greece’s Next Top 
Model, Heather Wain surveyed the twisted life of 
‘Little Edie’ Bouvier, and Cassie Wilson 
recreated the fascinating life of Anastasia 
Romanov.  

I was immensely proud to see these students, 
who have grown so much as performers over 
their time here at Ashwood College, take 
command of this difficult task and produce work 
of exceptional standard and quality. 

Shane Duggan - Year 12 Drama Teacher  
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Homework Club - Term 4 

As in Terms 1, 2 and 3 the Homework Club will run 
on a weekly basis.  It will be held on Wednesday and 
Thursdays (of each alternate week) from 3.05 pm to 
4.05 pm in Room 52. 

It will be supervised by Erica Chadderton and 
Genevieve Monteiro as per the schedule below:-�

Many students have taken advantage of the facilities 
on offer. They include: computers, scanning 
equipment, colour printers, and most basic stationery 
items.  Students are also offered drinks and snacks to 
keep them going until home time. 

Students should take the opportunity to get their 
homework out of the way before they go home and 
help to ensure a good report at the end of the year. 

Erica Chadderton & Genevieve Monteiro - 
Homework Club 
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Year 12 Coordinator Report 

As the final days for the Year 12s approach, it is an 
appropriate time for a little reflection……. 

It was a busy start to the year with the study retreat 
to Deakin University where students were given 
many useful tips on how to prioritise, manage time, 
and best prepare for success in the coming school 
year.  Students were enthused, and many went on to 
ensure that 2009 was an enriching experience.  We 
were all enchanted by Laura Diez and Henriette 
Merkel who were exchange students from Argentina 
and Germany respectively.  Both girls fitted into the 
Year 12 cohort well and they were welcomed in 
traditional Ashwood style, with smiles and open 
arms.  The girls enjoyed their time at Ashwood 
College immensely and forged long lasting 
friendships with many of our students. 

Student leadership is an important responsibility and 
crucial to the successful cohesion of the group. Ms. 
Henriksen has worked very purposefully this year in 
preparing our VCE students for leadership roles, 
including the organisation of a public speaking 
course for student leaders.  Alicia Hermitte and 
Stuart Perriman, as School Captains, open and close 
all school assemblies and their growing confidence 
throughout the year is a credit to their maturity. 

Thank you to the Year 12 Leadership Team (Toni 
Stevens, Heather Wain, Earth Kongtangitt, Vee Shi, 
Thomas Schultz and Nick Podger) for their time, 
commitment and contributions this year. 

They have successfully organised fundraising events 
such as the 40 Hour Famine, free dress days, BBQ’s, 
A factor, the Singing Competition, and the Bushfire 
concert.  They were also involved in Open Night and 
Trivia Night where Year 12 raised over $350.00! 
Ashwood College has raised thousands of dollars 
this year for worthy causes, mainly through the 
efforts of Mrs. Dale Wain, the Student Leadership 
Team and of course the spirit of the greater 
Ashwood community. 

Thank you to all Year 12 teachers this year who 
have committed so much of their personal time after 
school, during lunch and holidays. You have worked 
hard to best prepare your students for assessments 
and to supply a curriculum that is engaging and 
rewarding. Some of the many interesting programs 
this year included visits to the Malthouse and 
Cromwell Theatres for Drama, Swinburne 

University for Psychology, Monash University, 
Melbourne Zoo and Gene Technology Access 
Centre for Biology, attending the play Inheritance 
for English, the Magistrates Courts for Legal 
Studies, the National Gallery of Victoria for Studio 
Art, the Syncatron for Physics and the French Film 
Festival to name but a few…. 

On behalf of the Year 12 students, thank you to Ms 
Croft for being a fabulous home group teacher, 
delivering encouraging and supportive messages to 
the students throughout the year and sharing with 
us all of  her own experiences as a student and 
through her teaching career. 

I sincerely hope that those who have put the endless 
hours in this year sew what they have reaped come 
exam time. To all Year 12 students, good luck and 
may your fortunes be favourable. 

Finally some pearls of wisdom from the class of 
2009 to the class of 2010….. 

Matthew McKinley - “Limit distractions, 
especially Facebook!” 

Hannah Bourke- “Delete your Facebook account”. 

Fay Hang- “Make sure you find a balance between 
school and your social life and listen to your 
teachers or else you will pay the consequences!” 

Isabel Northey- “Avoid people who make you 
stressed”. 

Yolanda Shao- “The pain is temporary, but the 
prize is for ever”. 

Heath Booth - Year 12 Coordinator  
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Introduction of the Victorian Student Number  

Our school is working with the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development to 
allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each 
student at the school.  

The VSN is a student identification number that is 
being assigned to all students in Government and 
Non-Government schools and students in Vocational 
Education and Training Institutions. The number, 
which is unique to each student, will be used as a 
key identifier on a student’s school records and will 
remain with the student throughout his or her 
education until reaching the age of 25. The VSN is 
nine digits long, randomly assigned and tied to stable 
information about the student (name, gender, date of 
birth).  

The introduction of the Victorian Student Number 
will provide the capability to accurately detect 
patterns of student movement through, and departure 
from, the Victorian Education and Training System. 
It will greatly improve the collection and analysis of 
timely and accurate data about education in Victoria. 
The Department collects information to track 
improvements made to the education system, 
identify areas that require further improvement, and 
to analyse trends and identify future needs. The VSN 
will improve the accuracy, reliability and 
completeness of this information, providing a better 
basis for assessing needs and developing policies to 
meet them.  

You will see the VSN appear on student report 
cards, enrolment confirmations, and exit 
confirmations.  

If you want to know more about the VSN please see 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/gover
nance/vsn/overview.htm  

Zone Athletics - Friday 9 October 

A small but strong and 
enthusiastic representative 
group of Ashwood College 
students ventured out to Knox 
Athletics Track to compete in 
the Zone Athletics against 
seven other districts. 

Frank Loi of Year 10 ran a 
strong 110 m hurdles in the 
Under 16 Boys age group. 
With only a couple of training 
sessions under his belt Frank 
ran a very competitive race. 
His trusty Dunlop Volleys 
served him well and awarded him a silver medal, 
only milliseconds behind the gold medallist.  Well 
done Frank. 

Chynea Lang had a busy day with three field and 
one track event.  As always Chynea took on each 
event strongly and passionately.  Against some stiff 
competition Chynea won the gold medal for triple 
jump, silver medals for both high jump and long 
jump, and even a second in the higher age group!! 
Well done Chynea! 

Our long distance representative, Peter Biar, took 
on the 3km and 1500m, sporting a back injury. 
Peter ran a quick 10 minutes for his 3km, but 
unfortunately was unable to complete in the 1500m 
due to injury.  Well done Peter, great effort! 

Our late entry in the 400m, Zin Phiri, committed to 
racing with only 24 hours notice.  After waiting all 
day for his event, Zin was also up against some stiff 
competition. Well Done Zin!  All competitors 
represented our school exceptionally well. 

Linsey Boddy - PE Teacher  
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New Caledonia Trip - French Students 

A trip to New Caledonia was organised from the 16 
September through to 23 September.  The group of 
21 departed Melbourne, for a quick transfer in 
Sydney and three hours later we arrived at Tontouta 
Airport, New Caledonia. 

The students of Ashwood College continue to 
proudly be excellent ambassadors for their school 
and for their country. 

The trip fulfilled its purpose of exposing students to 
the French culture and certainly allowing them to 
use the French language outside the classroom. 

An in depth tour of Noumea on ‘le Petit Train’ 
allowed us to see many of the beautiful sights and 
picturesque views. 

A highlight of the trip was a day trip to ‘Amedée   
Lighthouse’ on  Amedée Island, approximately one 
hour from Noumea.  On the island, students 
snorkelled the crystal clear waters of the Pacific, 
observed amazing tropical fish from a glass bottom 
boat, were given a demonstration on the different 
ways to tie a sarong, as well as having a coconut tree 
climbing demonstration.  We were treated to a 
sumptuous tropical buffet lunch including seafood, a 
variety of meats and salads and of course, delicious 
desserts followed.  The spectacular show put on by 
the natives allowed some of our group to throw on a 
grass skirt and display their dance skills in front of 
many other tourists. 

Other excursions included Le Parc Forestier 
(Noumea’s zoo), L’Île Canard (Duck Island), buying 
souvenirs at the market and of course enjoying the 
pristine beaches. 

The hotel staff were once again very welcoming. 
Our Austrian born tutor was extremely helpful and 
inspiring when delivering lessons at the hotel. 

Leaving Melbourne’s chilly weather in exchange for 
paradise was indeed easy.  Farewelling New 
Caledonia was difficult.  Flying into Sydney’s dust 
storm was a terrifying experience.  The 10 hour 
delay in Sydney allowed the group to reflect on the 
past eight days.  Students learnt not only about 
French culture and language but also developing life 
skills.  From packing their own suitcase, to being 
responsible for their documentation certainly made 
many students aware that it is a big world out there. 

Overall, the trip was a definite success.  The 
students were very co-operative and I am certain 
that it was an invaluable experience which they will 
remember for a long time. 

I would like to particularly thank Kath Robinson, 
Sue, Ken and Caroline James, my husband, John 
who accompanied us on the trip and contributed 
immensely to the overall success of the trip. 

Vicky Dernikos – French Teacher 
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Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser,  
Sunday 1 November 2009 

We have been very fortunate to secure 
another date for a Bunnings BBQ 
fundraiser at the Notting Hill Bunnings 
on Ferntree Gully Road.  It is on Sunday 1 
November 2009 from 8.00 am to 5.00 pm.  

We are running four shifts and we require four people per 
shift.  (Secondary students are more than welcome to 
help) 

If you could spare a couple of hours on this date and 
would like to meet other families within the College, 
p lease  contact  Da le  Wain :  v ia  emai l 
wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au or complete the reply 
slip below and hand it into the General Office.   

These events can raise as much as $1,000 which would 
go towards new items within the school for the students. 
So grab your apron and tongs and come along and help 
us. 

PS If you are unable to attend but would like to help in 
other ways, we would also appreciate donations of: 

 �  Sliced/diced onions bought or prepared yourself; 

 �  Tomato sauce, bbq sauce, America mustard and 
  serviettes. 

Please let me know as soon as possible as to the donation 
you can help us with.�

Dale Wain - Parents & Friends 
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Name:  ___________________________________ 

Phone:  (Home)    ____________________________ 

     ��������� (Mobile)  ******************************�

Email:   ___________________________________ 

Child’s Name & Home Group: 
__________________________________________ 

Can help at the Bunnings BBQ on Sunday 1 
November 2009 at the following time(s): 

 8.00 am to 10.00 am ____________ 
 10.00am to 12 Noon ____________ 
 12 Noon to 2.00 pm ____________ 
 2.00 pm to 4.30 pm ____________ 

Tick a time slot or rank in preference with 1 being 
your first choice. 

Ashwood College 
Market & Music Festival 

Saturday 7 November 2009 

Unfortunately, due to circumstances     
beyond our control we have postponed 

the Market & Music Festival until 2010.  
Information will be provided towards the end of 
this Term.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Dale Wain on ph. 9807 1333 or email:  
wain.dale.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  
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Parents & Friends Events �

Fundraiser BBQ, Notting Hill Bunnings�
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Christmas Hamper Raffle�
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