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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

Mr Brett Moore with the Student Leaders on Ashwood High School Open Day & Night

Ashwood High School - Revealed Campaign Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
The Ashwood Revealed Campaign in its third
consecutive year has gone from strength to strength
with over 600 visitors during the day and night.
Ashwood High School is established in the
community as a school of first choice. Over 250
visitors attended in the morning, while over 350
attended our Open Night. Staff, students and parents
helped out to make the day and night a huge
success. Our Year 7 speakers at the official
Principal’s Address, Ginger Perri and William Roach
(AM) and Mahine Tapper and Jesse Bryan (PM),
spoke eloquently and confidently about their
transition from Primary School and their Year 7
experience so far at Ashwood High School. A special
mention
also
for
our
School
Captains,
Chelsea Dunstan and Alan Martin whose speech
touched a nerve with the public. Nina Walsh and
Ahan Yadav also spoke eloquently about their
experience as an ACE student. Congratulations to
Shelley Haughey, Engagement, Wellbeing and
Transitions Leader and Donna Mineo, Executive
Assistant, Marketing and Communications Manager
for their outstanding contributions.
Ashwood High School Open Morning Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
On Thursday 10 May, Ashwood High School held
Moore’s Morning Walks program with over 100 in
attendance. Well done once again to all the student
ambassadors and staff who assisted with the
program.

Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (ACE)
Program – Growing Pride and Achievement
The profile of the ACE program is attracting families
to Ashwood who previously did not choose this
school. The projected enrolment data being provided
by primary schools (whilst anecdotal) is telling a
positive story for the future of our school. At this early
stage of the year we already have more applications
for ACE in 2019 than places available. ACE Testing
will occur on June 19, 2018.
Ashwood High School – 60 Years of Age in 2018 Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
2018 has been a huge year for Ashwood High
School. Further to our official opening ceremony,
attended by the Hon. James Merlino, we will hold a
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special event for our alumni to celebrate our 60th year
on 28 October 2018. The 60th committee comprised of a
group of ex-students who attended school in the 50s
and 60s have been working alongside staff and parents
to prepare for this special day and night.
Opportunities for Professional Learning - Valuing
Staff and Building Capacity
Thank you to Shelley Haughey and Allison Jenner who
have both been in the role of Acting Assistant Principal
whilst Anna Kukuruzovic and Mohsen Khalifé have
been on Leave this term. Well done to Meg McLellan,
Lucy Rimmer and Catherine Preston who have stepped
up to the positions of Acting Leading Teacher, Acting
Melba Coordinator and Acting Student Leadership
Coordinator respectively. Ashwood High School is an
aspirational community and this is demonstrated by the
adaptability and willingness of staff to take on new
challenges within a supportive school environment.
School Review – School of First Choice – High
Academic and Social Outcomes for Students
At least once every four years, all schools will engage in
a School Review. The difference between this Review
process and the last is that the Framework for Improved
Student Outcomes (FISO) will become the lens through
which we will identify strengths and opportunities for
improvement.
Through this process we will be setting our School’s
strategic direction for the next four years (2019 – 2022).
Our primary goal is to provide an outstanding
educational experience for every student.
To do this we will evaluate our progress to date and
plan a strategy that is critical to our school’s continued
success by developing a Pre-Review Self Evaluation
(PRSE) to reflect on the School’s performance against
the goals, priorities, targets and strategies outlined in
the School’s Strategic Plan for the period 2015 – 2018
(documented in 2014); and ‘The Path Forward – New
Direction at Ashwood’ (documented and implemented in
2015). We will work with the DET assigned Reviewer,
Martin Winfield, Allen McAuliffe (NEVR) and my two
Challenge Partners Natalie Nelson (Principal Ashburton
Ashwood High School

Primary School) and Roger Page (Principal of Nossal
High School).
The Pre-Review Self Evaluation (PRSE) and School
Review will be guided by the following questions as we
reflect as a school community on the past few years:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What outcomes did we aim to achieve?
What outcomes did we achieve?
Why did we achieve / not achieve improvements
in student outcomes?
How effectively did we manage our resources to
support the achievement of student outcomes?
What can we do in the future to continue to
improve?

The dates for the School Review are as follows:

6.
7.
8.

Day 1: Panel Day 1: Validation Day: Monday 21
May 2018
Day 2: Field Work Day: Monday 28 May 2018
This will involve the School Reviewer with various
focus groups.
Day 3: Panel Day 2: Tuesday 12 June 2018.

In 2018 a School Improvement Team (SIT) has been
formed at Ashwood High School to inform the School
Review and Strategic Planning processes. The School
Improvement Team is comprised of elected teaching
and education support staff. The School Improvement
Team will make a contribution to evidence based
decision making and fulfil an advisory role to the
Principal. In addition to the School Improvement Team
there have been various forums with students and
parents over the past few years. As a school community
we value the input of various stakeholders. Through the
consultation process, various data sets have been
shared with members of the school community. The Pre
-Review Self Evaluation demonstrates that Ashwood
High School has in fact exceeded most of the targets
laid out in the Strategic Plan 2015 – 2018. School
Council as the School’s governing body has been
supportive of many of the leadership and teaching
actions that have led to these improvements.
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The spirit of the School Self-Evaluation, School Review
and Strategic Planning period is reflected in the following
quote: “Schools are partnerships, in effect, between
teachers, legislators, parents, students and community
members…..a shared vision effort in school should begin
by calling people to come together to think and act, with
the power they already have, about the things that are
important to them” (Senge, Schools that Learn, 2000).

Melbourne University - Increasing Positive Parental
and Community Engagement
I was pleased to attend an important landmark event at
Melbourne University on Monday 14 May 2018. Paul
Little, an Ashwood High School alumni, invited me to the
launch of a scholarship program that his family are
donating $30 million dollars towards – the building of a
new student residence, Little Hall, and the establishment
of the university’s flagship Hansen Scholarship Program
which will kick off in 2020. Thank you to Xander Morgan
and Amy Peters who proudly represented our great
school.
Staffing – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
Staffing for second semester will be unchanged for the
commencement of second semester. Stability and
continuity are important in the making of a GREAT
school. We recently welcomed new staff members
Nelson
Puvanendiran
(Science/Hums/Maths)
and
Dione Parker (English/Hums).
National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2018 - Growing Pride and
Achievement
The NAPLAN tests for our Year 7 and Year 9 students
took place in the Middle School Centre in Week 4 from 15
May 2018. Students took their NAPLAN tests seriously.
The school ensured for accountable and disciplined
learning. NAPLAN results will come out later in the year.
Whole School Assembly – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing our Student Culture
We held an Assembly on Tuesday 1 May as a celebration
of our school’s culture and achievements. Certificates of
appreciation were presented to Student Ambassadors
who represented our school with pride in local primary
schools. The School Colours program was explained at
the Whole School Assembly. Ashwood High School
students are aspirational. As a high quality school we are
developing recognition and awards program to grow pride
and achievement.
Student Voice and Agency – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing the Student Culture
Congratulations to the following Year 11 students who
Ashwood High School

were appointed to student representative positions on
the Education Sub-committee: Katriana Fernando and

Klein Casanova.

Camps Program - Enhancing the Student Culture
Thank you to staff for their outstanding commitment to
outdoor education and students’ emotional and social
development. Congratulations to Matt Dexter (Camps
Coordinator) and our team of House Coordinators
John Sheehan, Katharine Grounds, Sachael Miller and
Lucy Rimmer for the leadership of the camps program.
Attitudes to School Survey - Enhancing the
Student Culture
The annual Student Attitudes to School Survey will
occur in the week beginning 21 May 2018.
Co-curricular Programs 2018 - Enhancing the
Student Culture
I am pleased with the range of co-curriculum programs
since our last newsletter: Student Leaders represented
the school at an ANZAC Day ceremony; the House
Cross Country Competition on the final day of Term 1;
Year 7, 8 9 and 10 Camps. In addition, student
attendance at Study Hall - indicates that students are
preparing well for their end of semester examinations. I
am also looking forward to this year’s musical
production ‘Bugsy Malone’. Rehearsals indicate that
this will be a great show.
Annual Athletics Carnival – Growing Pride and
Achievement
Congratulations to all Houses for an excellent result in
2018:
1st – Flynn – 1524 points
2nd – Cowan – 1362 points
3rd – Paterson – 1066 points
4th – Melba – 1008 points

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

A Unified School Community – GREAT School –
School of First Choice
I am appreciative of community’s support for ‘The Path
Forward’ at Ashwood High School. As a school
community we must remain focused on continuing to
realise the School Vision that has transformed the
culture of Ashwood High School:
 Four pillars of our GREAT school – Academic,
Sport, Creative Arts, Civics & Citizenship
 The Ashwood High School CHOIR
 Four key priorities
 Our Educational Philosophy that is built on high
expectations and authentic relationships enabling
excellence in teaching and learning
We have worked very hard to turn around our school’s
reputation and standing in the local community. I am
committed to Ashwood High School being a School of
First Choice – a high trust school with outstanding
academic and social outcomes for students. Initial
enrolment projections for Year 7, 2019 will become
known after Wednesday 8 August 2018.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
Thursday 17 May 2018
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ASHWOOD REVEALED

Ashwood High School

Page 4 Parent Newsletter No 3

This term has been an exciting one for me
professionally as I have been appointed by Mr Moore
as the Acting Assistant Principal while Ms Anna
Kukuruzovic is on Long Service Leave. This has been
my privilege and I do not take the responsibility lightly. I
would like firstly like to thank Mr Brett Moore for the
opportunity he has afforded me and the collegial trust
he has shown me by appointing me into this position.
I have undertaken a great deal of learning in the four
weeks that I have been in this position so far and it has
invigorated my love of learning and professional
development. It has also confirmed to me that strong
and congruent leadership does affect student
outcomes and the support that I have received from
students, staff, the leadership team and Mr Moore has
assisted me in undertaking this role. So, thank you to
the school community for your support and I hope that I
am doing you proud.
Open night was a huge success this year with a slightly
different format. We were able to showcase our school
in action during the day and then demonstrate all of the
wonderful
facilities,
learning
and
leadership
opportunities in the evening. The Performing Arts
Center was at capacity in at the 6.30pm Principals
Address where our Executive Principal, Mr. Brett
Moore was able to articulate his vision and enthusiasm
for our great school. The audience were thrilled with
the transformation that has already happened and
excited for what is still to come.
This evening would not possible if it wasn’t for our
wonderful staff that are behind this vision. I would like
to take this opportunity to specifically thank Donna
(Executive Assistant, Marketing and Communication
Manager). Her ability to organise all of the
administration and marketing side of the event is
outstanding, and she is an invaluable asset to our staff.
All teaching and ES staff at the school enthusiastically
attend the event and played their specific role in
ensuring that the event was successful. Lastly, special
thanks must go to our students. We had over 100
students who helped on the evening (in their own time).
They were tour guides, subject helpers, technical
assistance and all-round superstars! Students are the
reason we are here, and you were excellent
ambassadors on the evening.

In the coming weeks the students will have the
opportunity to activate their student voice to affect
change at Ashwood High School through undertaking
the Attitudes to School Survey. This is a survey that is
a directive of the Department of Education with every
Victorian Government school in the state undertaking
it. The results from this survey are used to inform
change within the school. It is important that the
students are present at school to undertake the survey
and that they understand the questions being asked.
Staff will be in attendance to ensure the smooth
administration of the survey and make the process as
simple as possible.
The uniform is one way that we have developed a
sense of pride and achievement at Ashwood High
School. While the majority of students wear it within the
uniform policy I would like to remind our entire
community of some small details that matter to ensure
consistency.




Mobile phones are not allowed at school
Headphones are not allowed at school
Earrings must be plain gold or silver. A stud or
sleeper. 1 in each ear lobe only
 The top button of shirts must be done up and the
tie should cover the top button
 The school bag is a compulsory part of the
uniforms for all students in Year 7-9 and everyone
from 2018 and beyond.
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind the
school community that 2018 is the last year of the
phase in period of the old school uniform. From the first
day of school in 2019 students are all required to be
wearing the established school uniform that is available
for purchase from Dobsons. Please take the remainder
of this year to get prepared for the purchase of the
uniform. The uptake of the new uniform has been
superb, and we cannot wait to see each and every one
of our students in the uniform with their blazers and
school bags entering the school gates each morning.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

I look forward to the remainder of Term 2 and can’t wait
to see what it brings.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Acting Assistant Principal —
Student Engagement & Wellbeing

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.

Ashwood High School
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As some of you are already aware, I have stepped into
Dr Khalifé’s office as Acting Assistant Principal whilst
he is on leave. During this period I will continue to lead
the ACE Program and Professional Learning for our
staff as well as coordinate a number of our community
partnerships, in particular that with Deakin University
and the Ashwood Alliance. Thankfully, we have an
incredibly supportive collegiate environment here at
Ashwood High School. We never seem to be short of a
colleague or two willing to step-up and support any of
us who might need an extra helping hand. This
collective pride and responsibility in ensuring we
uphold our commitment to providing an excellent
educational environment is one that I have been most
impressed with since beginning here this year. I can
honestly say that I have never worked in a school that
is as instantly welcoming, compassionate and truly
engaged in their commitment to students and parents
alike.
By the time you read this, our Year 7 and Year 9
students will have completed the National Assessment
Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing.
These tests provide a snap-shot of students’ progress
every two years, allowing schools and the State to
measure both cohort and individual student’s progress.
It is important to remember that they are only one small
part of how student progress and learning is measured.
More fundamental to your child’s development is their
everyday classroom learning and how we work
together as teachers, students and parents to evaluate
progress and plan for on going development and
achievement. Encouraging learners to self-evaluate
and set their own learning goals has been proven time
and again to be the most powerful tool in attaining
improved academic outcomes. With subject-based
exams just around the corner, it is the perfect time for
parents to work with their children to set SMART goals
for study and revision. Personally, I like to create very
visual mind maps with sticky notes of key terminology
and vocabulary that I can see whilst I’m studying. It
made my room look a little crazy as a teenager but
always helped me to make the connections necessary

to do well on tests. Students have a number of revision
tools and study ideas in the back of their planners to
help them choose the right revision techniques that
work for them.
At the end of Term 2 and moving in to Term 3, Year 10
and 11 students will begin to participate in subject
selection and course counselling for 2019. This year,
the current Year 9 ACE students will also participate in
this process as some of them consider the additional
VCE subject they will undertake as part of their
ACE Program in Year 10. I look forward to working
with students along-side Mr Tipping, Ms Haughey,
Ms McLellan and Ms Huggins throughout this process.
As always we will endeavour to deliver an academic
program that caters to the many various interests and
needs of students, possibly with some new subjects
depending on student interest.
There are a number of important upcoming dates this
term that you may like to note in your calendar:


24 May is the Annual Winter Concert – all families
are invited to join us on the evening



4 to 8 June is Exam week for all students. Each
student will be provided with their exam schedule
well ahead of time



11 June is the Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday



15 June is Report Writing Day and is a Studentfree Day



19 June is ACE Testing Day



21 June is the Senior School Formal.

I would like to thank-you all for your continued support
and commitment in working with us to provide each
student with the best educational outcomes possible. I
look forward to getting to know many more of you
throughout the year.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Ms Allison Jenner | Acting Assistant Principal —
Curriculum, Operations, Logistics

As soon as you are aware of any changes of
address, phone numbers, medical details, living
arrangements or any long term absences, please
notify the school at 9807 1333 to ensure all our
records are accurate.

Ashwood High School
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I feel very privileged to be the Acting Student Leadership Coordinator for
Term 2 and to witness the great work our student leaders do
behind the
scenes to be a voice for their community and to plan events for the school.
The SRC team are full steam ahead in their plans for their Student Forum
for later in 2018 and the cabinet
meetings are always lively and brimming
with ideas and enthusiasm.
Ms Catherine Preston | Acting Student Leadership Coordinator

Hello again to Mr Moore, all staff, students and parents of Ashwood High
School. This term we have started strong and found a good rhythm for
Term 2. The House Captains have done an amazing job planning,
preparing and running STAR Wars. The students within STAR have
enjoyed activities including spelling bees, musical quizzes, Ashwood
kahoots and sporting games. The SRC have began their planning and
structure for their upcoming student-run forums, striving for student voice.
The SRC were also able to start Ashwood High School’s first chess club
as per requested by countless students. The first get together was on
Tuesday 8 May and it was a great turn out! Meanwhile, the Executive
team have been working hard preparing the fundamental groundwork for
Wake Up Week in Term 3 with the help of the Boroondara Youth
Foundation. We are also preparing our second leadership training day to
teach the younger leaders the skills they will need to further enhance the
great leadership at Ashwood High School.

Chelsea Dunstan

Alan Martin

One of the great privileges of being a leader is playing a large role in
events such as Open Day & Night. Both Chelsea and Alan had the
opportunity to lead their own tour groups of families looking to send their
children to Ashwood High School. It was a great experience and really
allowed a bond to be created with the outer community and it also allowed
for prospective students and their parents to have a real insight at what a
great experience students have at Ashwood High School. The highlight of
Kevin Lee
Juliette Wanis
the night for us was the School Captain speech at the evening Principal’s
address. Asked to speak about the future, and what we want to be, we spoke from our hearts and it was truly an
amazing experience to be able to speak to an audience about something we are both very passionate about.
Along with approximately 100 current Ashwood High School students, Ashwood High School’s Open Day & Night
was a privilege to be a part of and a thoroughly enjoyable evening.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

Thank you for taking the time to read our segment.
Chelsea Dunstan and Alan Martin
School Captains

Juliette Wanis and Kevin Lee
SRC Presidents, School Vice Captains

Hello Mr Moore, teachers, students and parents. I know our Second Term is off to a great
start. Looking back on the past events that happened since the year started, it made me feel
very lucky to be in a school where students feel happy, connected and supported. The Lunar
New Year is celebrated in the school in Term 1, it is very important to the international
students as many of us are alone here without our own family. I believe the New Year lunch
has shown the support and understanding from the school, our ‘Ashwood Family’.
The cooperation between international and local students in various activities, such as Cross
Country, Swimming Carnival, Open Day & Night and Musical Events, shows that everyone is
an essential part of our community. There is yet another thing we all need to remember, the
lesson I learnt through the way we encourage each other to do more. Remember that we
cannot stand on our own, we must work together to achieve more.

Nicole Hou

We have a large number of international students from a range of countries, such as Korea, China, Finland and
Iraq. Currently we have 67 students in the school, and we have another 8 students at the English Language
Centres. By the start of Term 3, we will have 75 international students in our school. The students are happy with
their school enrolment, because of the inclusive environment that is created by the teachers and by you — the
local students and community.
The International Student Program has been a great success in our school. On behalf of the international
students, I would like to thank you, the local students for your help, support and friendship.
Nicole Hou
International Student Captain

Ashwood High School
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The Semester continues to fly by at a fast pace for our senior students. The VCAL students, both Intermediate
and Senior, recently attended their annual camp at Nayook Outdoor Education Centre where they completed a
number of Outcomes. This camp is a fantastic opportunity for our students to try new things, push themselves
and develop real Leadership skills. I, along with the students, would like to thank Mr Eugene Van Westerhuisen
and Mrs Jessie Coe for their leadership and organisation on this camp. Now back at school the students are
working hard to finalise their Outcomes for Unit 1.
The VCE students undertaking a scored Unit 3/4 subject will all be completing the GAT, General Achievement
Test, on Wednesday June 13. The General Achievement Test is a test of general knowledge and skills in:


written communication



mathematics, science and technology



humanities, the arts and social sciences.

These areas are very broad. Each represents a body of general knowledge and skills that students are likely to
have built up through their school years.
The GAT results are used to assist with the statistical moderation of School assessed tasks and coursework and
for derived exam scores, should they be required. As such it is very important that the students approach this test
in the same way that they approach their exams.
To prepare students for this there will be an information session for the students involved during Period 4 on
Wednesday May 23 2018.
In addition our VCE students are finalising SACs and Outcomes for Units 1 and 3, with the Year 11 students also
preparing for the Unit 1 exams to take place in Week 8. To enable success the students need to ensure that they
are maintaining a study schedule that is sustainable and allows for both homework completion and study.
Students should be completing on average two hours of homework/study per night at Year 11 and three hours at
Year12.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

While the workload remains constant for our seniors it is good to see that most are able to maintain balance in
their lives, with many participating in the recent Senior Sports events as well as the House Athletics.
As always if a student is experiencing any difficulties please come and see myself in the Senior Study Centre
staffroom or your House Coordinator in B Building.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Term 2 has been busy and productive in the student engagement, wellbeing and transitions area of the school.
This report provides an overview of the Ashwood Revealed Program, positions for Year 7 students on the
Student Representative Council, Parent Information Sessions for parents of Year 7 Students, students attending
the Alpine School in Term 3, and reminders about proper uniform.
Ashwood Revealed Program
The Ashwood Revealed Program has been in full swing this term. The first part of this program included student
ambassadors attending primary schools in the ‘Ashwood Roadshow’. On their visit, students shared their
experiences of life in high school and answered questions about Ashwood High School. Congratulations and
thank you to the following students who were chosen to be ambassadors for the school on these visits:

Jamieson Adler, Charlotte Anderson-Weir, Rupesh Bankar, Hugh Barter, Grace Birnie, Christine Brammer,
Ina Christensen, Chai Couzens, Stella Evans, Leila Gonzalez, Jenny Kim, Jessica Lewis, Joshua Matchett,
Belle Mcwilliam, Stephanie Mouzis, Cameron Paino, Charlotte Pryor, Kira Scott, Connor Shaw, Tariq Stringer,
Kirubel Tadesse, James Talbot, Millie Taylor, Grace Williams, Emily Wilson, Nina Walsh, Ahan Yadav,
William Roach, Ginger Perri, Sebastian Millan, Stephanie Millan, Lucas Leventakis, Mahine Tapper, Jas Ardern,
Jakita Mann, Jack Marshman, Zoe Tan, Carli Taranto, Chelsea Dunstan, Alan Martin.

In addition, we also held ‘A Day in the Life of Ashwood High School’ in Week 1 of the term. This program
brought primary school students to the school and provided them with educational experiences common to a
day in the life at high school. Thank you to the following primary schools for participating: Ashburton Primary
School, Solway Primary School, Parkhill Primary School and Essex Heights.
On the day, Year 7 and 8 ACE students acted as excellent ambassadors for our school as they assisted in a
variety of roles integral to running the program. For example, they acted as tour guides for groups,
photographers, and student helpers at learning area stations. Many thanks to the following students who were
involved on the day: Jamieson Adler, Charlotte Anderson-Weir, Francis Antonopoulos, Rupesh Bankar,

Hugh Barter, Cruz Caffaro-Rossi, Ina Christensen, Jack Christie, Chai Couzens, Leila Gonzalez, Jenny Kim,
Kayli Kuoch, Grace Lameijn, Sebastien Millan, Stephanie Millan, Sasha Pearce, Thibo Pereira-Leclerc, Ginger Perri,
William Roache, Kira Scott, Connor Shaw, Kirubel Tadesse, James Talbot, Mahine Tapper, Angela Wang,
Ahan Yadav, Marvin Elliot, Jake Hang, Keifer Lo, Jakita Mann, Jack Marshman, Lucien Minto-Barnett, Seb Morris,
Tyrone Ni, Charlotte Norton, Het Patel, Luka Perovic, Jai Postma, Zoe Tan, Sebastien Trucchi, Elsa Walsh,
Nina Walsh, Jackson Webster.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

In addition, we were thankful to have a wide range of Year 7 to 12 students across all year levels proudly
representing the school at Open Day & Night. They did so with poise and pride and we really appreciated their
support. Please see the Open Day & Night report for a list of all students involved.
This concludes the Ashwood Revealed Program for now. It has been a great success and I am grateful to students and staff members who helped make all of these events possible.
Student Representative Council – Year 7 Representatives
Student representation in the form of our Student Representative Council (SRC) is a vital part to our school
community and offers invaluable experience in developing leadership skills. The applications for two available
positions for Year 7 representatives has been extended. Please see Compass under School Documentation –
Student Information – Student Leadership or see Ms Preston for more information regarding the application
process.
Parent Information Series
Ms Lea Marrison and I held a Parent Information Session for parents/guardians of Year 7 students on the topic
of Exam Preparation in Week 3 of term. Many thanks to those parents who were able to attend on the evening
to help us work together as a school community for Year 7 students in their transition to high school. If you
were unable to attend, please be advised that the information from that evening is available on the Compass
Newsfeed. Please stay tuned for further announcements concerning the next Parent Information Session in
Terms 3 and 4.
Reminders about proper uniform
Overall, our students embody the CHOIR values by wearing their uniform with pride. There are, however, some
small reminders that need to continue to be taken into consideration. Firstly, please ensure that your son or
daughter is not wearing their D-Tech sport jacket with their school uniform. It is to be worn only with the sport
uniform in Sport and P.E classes or on sport days. Your son or daughter have to come to school in their school
uniform and changed into their sport uniform even when they have Sport and PE in Period 1. Furthermore, if
you are a new student to the school, or in Year 7, 8 or 9, you are reminded that you must have the school bag
as this is part of the full school uniform.

Ashwood High School
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Kelly Martin

Emma Silk

Luke Richardson

Jadrien Noel

The Alpine School
Congratulations to the following students who will be venturing off to the Alpine School in Term 3: Kelly Martin,
Emma Silk, Jadrien Noel, and Luke Richardson. The students will be guided by Catherine Preston, the teacher
contact for our school.
In closing, I would like to take this time to give my sincere thanks to everyone who has helped make my
transition into this role a smooth one. It has been a pleasure and a challenge to undertake new responsibilities
associated with this position and to continue serve this great school. In particular, I would like to give special
thanks to Mr Moore for his belief and support of me in undertaking this role and to my many great colleagues for
their words of encouragement and assistance along the way.
Ms Meg McLellan | Acting Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader
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Education Resource Centre
This term a lot of effort is going into cataloguing the library collection and I'm happy to report that the entire
fiction collection has been catalogued. It is now searchable through a public access, catalogue terminal located
in the ERC and will, latter in this term, also be accessible online anywhere anytime by all students and staff.
The Ashwood Revealed Open Day & Night provided a welcome diversion from the seemingly endless
cataloguing. It was a very enjoyable night in the ERC with many visitors showing interest in the library and
expressing their appreciation of the ANZAC Day book display. Many younger visitors were keen to test
themselves in our Harry Potter Trivia "Quizzitch", which was run very professionally by Hayden Digby from
Year 7. Thanks Hayden.
Since open night the ERC is starting to show its potential as a gallery space with the installation of a
much-commented on exhibition of four very energetic artworks by Year 11 students. It is worth dropping in for a
look.
The ERC is open before school, after school, recess and lunchtime.
Mr Matthew Feeney | Learning Support/ERC Coordinator
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It has been an absolute privilege and pleasure to be a Pre-Service Teacher at Ashwood High School in Term
2. Like starting any new job, or as a student to a new school, I experienced some nerves and apprehension
about starting my final professional placement experience. However, I need not have worried as the welcome
from staff and students alike has been nothing but warm, collegial and supportive. In the classes that I have
been fortunate enough to teach I have been struck by the positive and collaborative nature that the students
take in approaching their learning. Students have actively and consistently demonstrated a clear commitment
to achieving success in its many forms both as individuals and as a learning community. The community spirit
at Ashwood High School is unmistakable and the pride students and staff have for their school is evident. As
well as teaching I have been lucky enough to participate in some other aspects of Ashwood High School life
including Ashwood Revealed, A Day in the Life initiative for local primary school students, an academic
challenge for Year 9 ACE students at an excursion to Kingswood College, and a Whole School Assembly
which highlighted the numerous successes of students and broader positive changes happening at the school.
I will be sorry to finish up my time at Ashwood High School in the coming weeks, but am already thankful for
the incredible learning opportunities I have been afforded here and the illustration of what a strong, vibrant and
optimistic school community can achieve. Special thanks go to my mentor teacher Ally Jenner for her patience, generosity and guidance during my time at Ashwood High School.
Catherine Nelsson — Pre-Service Teacher/Deakin University

My first impressions of Ashwood High School were good ones, and so were my second and third, that just
seemed to reiterate the first two. That Ashwood has a great sense of community and this is shown in the
leadership, the staff and importantly by the students.
I have had many experiences at Ashwood High School already as this was my first opportunity to teach
science, which I have found that I thoroughly enjoy. I was offered to join the Year 10s on their camp to
Canberra, which was great to experience different aspects of being a teacher that I would not get in a
classroom. I found that having Meg McLellan mentor me over the past weeks was the most impressionable
experience as I learned more than I expected in regards to pedagogy, student behaviour management and
who I would like to be as a teacher.
I would like to thank all of the friendly staff here at Ashwood High School who have made my time enjoyable
and fulfilling and I hope that I get more opportunities to work with you all again.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)
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Paul La Bouchardiere — Pre-Service Teacher/Deakin University

Study Hall Program
Study Hall has continued to provide a safe, quiet and supportive learning environment in which students are able
to complete set homework and conduct important study after school. Homework and an efficient study program
are an essential part of every subject at Ashwood High School and contribute to the academic success of our
students. Students are currently using study hall sessions to prepare efficiently for the approaching Semester 1
exams.
Aligning with the school values of high expectations, study hall ensures the learning needs of students are being
met by offering students the opportunity to receive additional assistance from specialist teachers in Maths/
Science, English/Humanities and French. Study Hall is scheduled every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon from
3:10 — 4:30 pm.
Mrs Vicky Dernikos | French/Humanities Teacher
Mrs Bernie Jowett | Science and Maths Teacher
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Great work Cowan House for a successful Cross Country. It was great to see everyone prepared and ready for
the event and to see active participation from so many. Congratulations to all the age group champions
Mikhella Cassanova (Year 10) and Guil Martins-Campello (Year 12) and to everyone who participated across all
year levels, for putting in the effort to achieve house points and to lead the house to a second place finish overall.
The Athletics Carnival on Monday 14 May, was highly successful. Thank you for getting involved in as many
events as you can on the day.
Giji Vinod and Mikhella Casanova

Declan and I hope everyone has had a great start to Term 2! On the last week of last Term 1, we as a school
enjoyed a successful event of Cross Country even though we were surprised by rain in the end. We wanted to
personally thank all of our Flynn members who showed up and participated on the day leading to our outstanding
victory!
When speaking with Chloe Kuoch (Year 9), she told us about how proud she was of Flynn for our success this
year in “smashing the other houses” to bring home another win! A highlight for Chloe was having a ninja theme
for our house, adding to our overall house spirit. Having another victory for our house this year will continue to
motivate Declan and I alongside Flynn, to retrieve the House shield at the end of the year!
Another exciting event for Flynn is our annual STAR Wars! Only recently just kick-starting with the spelling bee,
students were excited for some friendly competition, and we have plenty more to look forward to in the upcoming
weeks!
House Council has been ANOTHER success for Flynn as we are underway with having a new House
noticeboard installed in the F building! Lastly, with cross country training continuing to be successful, we wish our
Flynn members who will be competing in District Cross Country all the best!
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HOUSE CORNER

As always, WIN FOR FLYNN!
Mandy Kha and Declan Johnson

There have been some changes in the structure of Melba House lately. The wonderful Megan McLellan is now an
Acting Leading Teacher in the school, which has created an opportunity for me to step into her role. I have some
big shoes to fill, but I’m so excited to be working with all of the fantastic students in Melba House.
Melba is off to a flying start in the STAR Wars battle, so let’s keep it up over the next few weeks in this term! It’s
great to see everyone getting involved and having a go.
I look forward to continuing to coordinate this great House for the rest of this term.
Ms Lucy Rimmer | Acting Melba House Coordinator

Wow, it seems like just yesterday the school year started, but we’re in Term 2 already! And off to such a great
start. Last term we had our Cross Country Carnival and were very happy with all of the students who put their
best effort in. We would like to remind you that participation at these events is the key to a successful win!
A big thank you to our lovely House Council; specially Bianca, Sam, Jake, Natasha and Rory for their help
decorating and organising this noticeboard. GO PATERSON!
Katriana Fernando and Elena Doulgerakis

House Co-ordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Ms Katie Grounds (Flynn House),
Ms Lucy Rimmer — Acting (Melba House), Ms Sachael Miller (Paterson House)
Ashwood High School

Page 12 Parent Newsletter No 3

International students Forum
On Thursday 3 May, three VCE international students, Kingsley Liang, Erin Zhu and the International Student
Captain, Nicole Hou represented Ashwood High School at the International Students Forum which was held in
the State Library. The Forum was organized by the International Education Department and the AFS
organization. There were over 40 government and private schools participating in the Forum.
When we arrived, we split up and were put in different tables and were given time to introduce ourselves and
integrate with the other student representatives. For example, Nicole was at the table group with students from
Mentone Girls Secondary College, Balwyn High school and Westall Secondary College. The theme of the Forum
was Global Citizenship. We all shared ideas on how to develop a mutual understanding of different cultures for
both international and local students. The Forum also provided a good opportunity for the three of us to get
more ideas from other students on how to improve the International Student Program.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

During the Forum, we discussed topics including how to make the international students fit in school better, how
to improve intercultural understanding, and how to build friendship between international students and local
students. The students were encouraged to come up with ideas and strategies to take back to their own school.
To turn words into action, we have decided to hold some fun and engaging activities at Ashwood High School.
For example, we would like to introduce The Chopstick Match which is an activity where students get into two
different groups and use chopsticks to pick up beans, fruits or table tennis balls to compete with each other. The
group that spend the least time picking up the items win. We believe by participate in these activities, we can
improve the relationship between international and local students. Also, we can have a Cultural Day where
students can wear their traditional costumes to school on the day, and share their traditional cuisine with each
other. Such a day can enhance the different cultures in our school.
We have leant a lot at the International Student Forum on how to make our school an internationally minded
community. The three of us concluded that in order to improve the international student program in our school,
the international students should have the confidence to speak up, and see themselves as global citizens. We
believe that if the international students, local students and the teachers work together, we can make the
international student program better and beneficial for everyone.
Nicole Hou, Erin Zhu and Kingsley Liang

Congratulations to Cowan House students Amy Peters and Eric Peters on their recent results in this year’s
Myrtleford 4-day Easter Tournament.
Amy Peters

Winner
Singles - 16 & under girls
Winner
Doubles - 16 & under girls
Runner up Mixed Doubles - 16 & under [with Eric]
Eric Peters

Runner up
Runner up

Singles - 16 & under boys
Mixed Doubles - 16 & under [with Amy]
Eric received recognition from Mayfield Park Tennis Club for the
"2018 Junior Club Person of the Year Award"

Ashwood High School
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A Success Story
My name is Rachel Zhang, a graduate from Ashwood High School in 2017. I’m proud that I have received an
Engineering International Undergraduate Scholarship from Monash University. Three years of hard work in
academic has paid off. The knowledge that has been accumulated at Ashwood High School allowed me to
receive an offer from Monash University and also a scholarship. With this scholarship, I will be able to further
pursue my academic career in tertiary education.
As an International student, I found out that life was difficult initially in a new environment. However, I have to
thank Ashwood High School for offering an International student like me a high quality education, a cheerful and
happy experience and a comfortable environment to study since my first day in school. What’s more, I also have
to thank my teachers for taking care of me in all aspects of my life and teaching me knowledge. Without
Ashwood High School and its supportive staff, I wouldn’t be able to get the scholarship from Monash University
and neither would I be so successful now in my studies.
Rachel Zhang – International Student Captain, 2017

International Students at Work

Ashwood High School
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At the end of their first term of High School the Year 7 students went on camp to Gilwell Park in the Dandenong
Ranges. While there the students undertook many team building and bonding activities and had a real
opportunity to get to know one another, to make new connections and to challenge themselves. Throughout the
camp I was extremely impressed by the way the students involved themselves with enthusiasm and energy in
the camp program and the high level of respect they showed to one another and to the staff. Many thanks to the
following staff who gave up their time to attend the camp; Chris Tipping, Tom Grbac, Carmela Diaz,
Julie Clearwater, Matthew Dexter, Katie Grounds and Lea Marrison.
Mr John Sheehan | Cowan House Coordinator/Humanities/Legal Sudies Teacher

‘From Tuesday 27 to Thursday 29, the Year 7s went to camp at Gilwell Park. When we arrived at the campsite
after 1 and a half hours of travel, everyone started to cheer and we couldn’t wait it to get off the bus and get into
our cabins. Over the three days we split into groups and did many different activities. The activities were:
canoeing, archery, abseiling, low ropes, high ropes and the flying fox. A shout out to Stella Evans who got a
bull’s eye in archery! After dinner on the first night we went on a night walk through the woods, where we spotted
some animals and had a bonfire with marshmallows (yum!). On the second day, we did many more activities and
were completely worn out at the end of the day. That night there was a student run talent quest with lots of
students (and even teachers!) participating. On the third and final day at Gilwell Park we packed, cleaned our
cabins and suitcases and got ready to leave. We then went for a drive through the Dandenong Ranges arriving
at Grant’s Picnic Grounds. We then went for a long bush walk to build our appetite before having a BBQ lunch
cooked by the teachers. After lunch we went to a small bird sanctuary where we fed the birds before getting on
the bus and heading back to school. Overall, we had a lot of fun at camp and really enjoyed ourselves! Thanks
to all the teachers for taking us on camp.’
Mozhda Shekibi

Ashwood High School
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Year 9 Around the Bay Camp 2018
On 19 March, Year 9 students of Ashwood High School embarked on an adventure around the Bay of Victoria.
Students spent three days on the Mornington Peninsula where they went tree surfing, visited the Historical site
of Point Nepean National Park and completed a number of wonderful activities organised by the Portsea Camp.
On the third day, we took the ferry from Sorrento over to Geelong where we visited Narana, painted
boomerangs, ate kangaroo and damper and learnt about the history of the Indigenous Australian Culture. We
stayed at Barwon River Tourist Park and here students cooked their own meals and also took a ghost tour at the
Old Geelong Gaol. On the last day we caught the train from Geelong to Melbourne CBD. We went ice skating
and took a ride on the Melbourne Star.
We all had such a fantastic time on this camp. Year 9 students are to be congratulated for their wonderful
preparation for this camp in Challenge, as they organised brilliant activities to keep us busy during our free time.
Thank you to the Challenge teachers for assisting in this process.
Thank you to Brendan Williams, Karen Bares, Allison Jenner, Matthew Dexter and Tim Hines, our brilliant teachers
for your enthusiasm and care for our amazing students during this adventure!
Ms Sachael Miller | Paterson House Coordinator/English/Drama Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Year 10 students have recently undertaken an education tour of the national capital for camp week. Students
were given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history,
culture, heritage and democracy.
Students and staff visited Parliament House on one of the most exciting days in the parliamentary calendar,
Budget Day, and were present in the House of Representatives when parliament first sat for the day.
Julia Banks, MP for Chisholm was also kind enough to run a question and answer session with our students.
In addition, we also visited The Australian Museum of Democracy at Old Parliament House, attended the last
post ceremony at the War Memorial, hiked Mount Ainslie, visited the Mount Stromlo Observatory at Night, toured
the Australian Institute of Sport, and visited the High Court of Australia and Questacon.
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit Canberra as
part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion, the
Australian Government contributed funding of $30 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education
Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate was paid directly to the school upon completion of the
excursion.
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Ms Meg McLellan | Acting Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader/French/English/Science Teacher
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Whilst in some respects, it seems like the school year has only just begun, it is now Week 4 of Term 2 and
Semester 1 Exams are just around the corner!
At Ashwood High School, all subjects across Years 7-11 will sit a formal exam towards the end of the semester.
The exams will take place during regular timetabled classes in Week 8, from Monday 4 until Friday 8 June. Exam
dates and details will be entered onto Compass, so that all students (and parents) are able to see their exam
schedule for that week.
Why do we do exams at Ashwood High School?
We hold exams for all Year 7-11 students across all subjects in order to fully prepare students for the demands of
VCE exams and SACs, other formalised testing such as NAPLAN, and for any high stress, high pressure
experiences that they may encounter in the future.
It’s important to remember that the exams are just one of a range of assessment tasks that determine a student’s
progress and abilities. However, they are an important experience and should be taken seriously. External VCE
exam administrators frequently comment on how prepared, calm and focused our VCE students are at their final
Year 12 exams. This is a testament to our Year 7-11 exam program, which ensures that students know what to
expect, how to revise and manage their time, and how to behave and remain focused during their exams.
What sort of exam are they?
The exams operate on a pro-rata system based on the number of periods allocated to each subject in a week. A
5 period per week subject will complete a 100-minute exam paper, a 4 period per week subject will complete an
80-minute exam paper, a 3 period per week subject will complete a 60-minute exam paper and a 2 period per
week subject will sit a 50-minute exam paper.
The format of the exams is largely based on the requirements at VCE level. For example, performance-based
subjects such as Music, Drama and Dance will include both a performance and a written component for Year 7-11
exams, just like in Year 12. LOTE exams may include an oral component and LOTE and EAL exams may also
include an audio component. Teachers also largely base their ‘materials permitted in exams’ on VCE
requirements, for example the use of dictionaries, calculators, coloured pencils, etc.
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What happens during the times when there is not an exam scheduled?
This exam period takes place during regular timetabled classes. This means it is at the teacher’s discretion when
they schedule each exam amongst all of the periods allocated to each subject in that week. Most exams will take
place during the subject’s double period for the week, but this will not always be the case. Regular classes
continue as normal during periods where exams are not scheduled.
All students and parents are advised to check their Compass schedules in the weeks leading up to the exams to
see when their exams have been scheduled for each class.
What if my child is absent for an exam?
If a student is absent during the exam week, it is expected that their absence is supported by a medical certificate.
Classroom teachers will re-schedule exams where possible and liaise with the student’s House Coordinator if
alternative arrangements are needed.
What is the different between study and homework?
Homework: the work a teacher sets every student in their class to meet course requirements and to
prepare them for assessment.
Study: what a student works out they need to do themselves to improve their understanding and skills.
Study =

Understanding = what I need to know

Skill = what I need to be able to do

Recall = what I need to be able to remember.
Most nights, students are going to have homework set by their teachers. Although we don’t usually think of
homework as being study, it’s actually a key part of the learning process. Homework has two purposes: to give
students a chance to identify gaps in their knowledge so that they can raise them with their teacher; and to help
embed class learning in their head by making a second pass over the key concepts they covered that day.
Ashwood High School
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It is recommended that parents/guardians assist and/or encourage their children to develop a study timetable so
that students can manage their homework, study, co-curricula commitments and rest times appropriately.
Please the links bellows for some tips about preparing study timetables. Year 7-10 students will also discuss this
during STAR group this term. In particular, I highly recommend the resources published by Elevate Education.
Elevate annually runs study and motivational sessions for our VCE students and parents, but are relevant to
students of all ages.
http://austudent.elevateeducation.com/media/books-planner/study-timetable
http://au.reachout.com/how-to-write-a-study-timetable
https://onlinestudyaustralia.com/study-planner-timetable/
If you have any questions or queries regarding the exams, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.
Mr Christopher Tipping | Director of Studies
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Study is exactly the same as homework, except that students nominate for themselves what work to do, and they
do it at a time that’s removed from the class in which they learned the content. Let’s take a typical Maths class as
an example. In class the teacher shows the students a concept, and then asks them to do a few exercises in
class so that he/she can make sure they’ve understood. He/she set some more exercises as homework, so later
that night students have to remember what they’ve learned in class, and apply it to those homework exercises. A
month later they’ve moved on to another topic in class, but a student decides one night to just spend 40 minutes
going over those exercises again, to make sure they still remember how to do them, and to keep the learning
fresh in their mind. That’s study. And that’s what needs to happen in preparation for the upcoming exams.

HOST FAMILIES WANTED FOR FRENCH STUDENTS VISITING OUR SCHOOL
CEI - "Centre D'Echange Internationaux" - Australian
Program is once again sending French students to our
school in Term 3.
We have participated successfully in this program in the
past and are extremely happy to be involved again this
year.
We are currently seeking host families to care for the
students who attend school every day as locals, for
English language purposes.
Dates are 19/7/2018- 28/8/2018 and we are looking for
families to host these highly motivated and enthusiastic
French students who are very excited to be coming to
Australia.
They come from all over France and are keen to improve their English, experience life in an Australian school
and family, whilst also sharing their French culture.
We ask families to welcome them into their home and show them around our wonderful city a little on
weekends.
Families are paid to host and parents will require a Working With Children Check.
This is a really a fantastic opportunity for our students learning French or for anyone interested in the culture
and keen to make a new international friend.
For more information please contact Mrs Dernikos or Mr Rayner.
Ashwood High School
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ICAS English Competition
ICAS is an initiative of Educational Assessment Australia (EAA). EAA is a not for profit organisation owned
by the University of New South Wales (UNSW). The ICAS English Competition provides an opportunity for
all students to gain a measure of their own achievement in key areas of English learning for students in
Years 2–12.
ICAS gathers performance information through a 50 – 60 minute supervised in-school test. At Ashwood
High School, we recognise the benefits of state-wide testing and external assessment, and the information
that results of external assessment can provide to assist us to improve the programs we offer in English and
Literature.
There is a small cost of only $9.90 per person which covers administration and processing, and the
certificates and results.
All participating students will receive a certificate and an individual student report indicating which questions
they answered correctly, their total score as well as their average compared with the rest of the students in
the school and state/region. This student report is also useful for highlighting student strengths and
weaknesses in the skills and processes taught in English. These documents are suitable for your child to
include in a portfolio.
Information about dates and times of ICAS Competitions are advertised in the Compass Newsfeed. For
more information you can visit the EAA website at www.eaa.unsw.edu.au or contact your child’s English
teacher.
Ms Karen Bares | English, LOTE and Humanities Allied Learning Area Coordinator

Writing Competitions
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English/Humanities/LOTE

NAIDOC week (8 - 15 July)
Year 7 - 9 - Creative Writing: Write a newspaper editorial explaining how an accurate knowledge of events in Australia's past helps us to understand Australia today.
Years 10 - 12 - Essay: " There are many aspects that affect our health - such as
personal health, health literacy, healthy country and healthy culture. Tell us your
story of how you think health and education are linked." Maximum word limit: 1000
words. Entries close: Friday 22 June.
Queen’s Essay Competition: The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is the world’s oldest
schools’ international writing competition, established in 1883. With thousands of young people taking
part every year, it is an important way for the young voice of the Commonwealth to be developed and
heard. Through the sub-themes of sustainability, safety, prosperity and fairness, the 2018 theme asks
young writers to explore how the Commonwealth can address global challenges and work to create a
better future for all citizens, particularly young people. Entries close: 1 June 2018
Insight Writing Competition
Closing Date: 15 July 2018
Year 7 ‘Truth and Lies’.
Year 8 ‘Fantasy and Reality’.
Year 9 ‘Love and Forgiveness’.
Year 10 ‘Innocence and Guilt’.
Year 11 ‘Fear and Courage’.
Year 12 ‘Power and Wisdom’.
Forms for all current Writing competitions are available from the ERC staffroom or see Ms Bares.
Ms Karen Bares | English, LOTE and Humanities Allied Learning Area Coordinator
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May the fourth be with you....
In honour of 4 May, students from 7A participated in some interesting hands-on activities to investigate
forces. As always the Van de Graaf generator was a hit, clearly showing the affects of electrostatic
repulsion. While electrostatic attraction could be seen in the way a charged balloon attracted a stream of
water or pieces of paper. A tug of war showed how forces that are balanced can become unbalanced.
ICAS Competitions
This year is the first year students from Ashwood High School have participated in the ICAS Digital
Technologies competition. Students from Years 7, 9 and 10 completed the multiple choice competition
paper, demonstrating their skills using a variety of common software packages and their logical
thinking. Hopefully this competition will become an annual event along with the Maths, Science and English
competitions.
Entries for the Science competition have now closed, with over 125 students participating. Students will sit
the paper on Tuesday 29 May. If students missed the deadline to apply, but would still like to take part, they
should see Ms Davis as soon as possible.
The Maths competition takes place on Thursday 9 August and the event is on the Compass calendar. This is
a very popular competition and we hope to have a record number of participants this year. All students,
regardless of their mathematical ability, are encouraged to participate as many of the questions are targeted
towards problem solving and logical thinking rather than mathematical skills.
All students who take part in these competitions receive a certificate and detailed report showing their
strengths and weaknesses. Students earn house points and receive a School Colours certificate which can
be included in their folio when applying for School Colours badges.
Good luck to all students who participate in these competitions.
Ms Kate Davis | Maths, Science and Computing Allied Learning Area Coordinator
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It has been an exciting Term 2 in the Arts and Technology Building. Our senior VCD students are starting their
major folios and are excited to put all their knowledge into a passion project of their own creation, planning and
delivering on design projects of their choosing.
Our Year 7 Art students are enjoying the wonderful world of painting on canvas and colour mixing with acrylics.
The Year 8s were very excited upon our recent delivery of two 3D printers, an UP Box + and and UP Mini 2,
and discussing the possibilities of what we can create. Stay tuned for the next newsletter to see some of our
first tests and trials!
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology Teacher

Design Technologies: Dragsters and Cuttlefish casting
This term we started designing and creating our own electric cars. We started by sketching out our dragster
design and then we cut out our dragster design of hard plastic. We wired and soldered the motor and switch
together and raced them outside once we finalised our dragsters. And the wonderful Ms Preston thought all the
year us how to create pendants using cuttlefish because we have just started to design our pendent and carve
it out onto the cuttlefish backbone.
Jake and Sam Larking — Year 8

Abel Valsan George, Jake and Sam Larking
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Visual Communication Design Report

Year 8s Racing their Dragster vehicles

Year 7 Acrylic Painting
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The last few weeks of Term 1 were highlighted by the Year 7 and Year 8 Interschool Sports Days, as well as
the Ashwood High School Cross Country Carnival. Highlights from the Year 7 Interschool Sport day included
the Year 7 Girls going undefeated until the semi-finals, only to fall heartbreakingly short in the final. A brilliant
effort though girls in your first Interschool Sport Day.
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Interschool Sport

Congratulations to the following Cross Country age group champions: Ginger Perri, Thibo Pereira-Leclerc,

Jas Ardern, Mason Swindells, Nyapal Giek, Sam Gosbell, Mikhella Casanova, Declan Johnson, Jade Lipski,
Blake Tulau, Mayra Kelly and Guil Martins Campelo. The top 4 in each age group have progressed to the District

Cross Country on Tuesday 29 May. Congratulations to all staff and students – especially considering the
heavens opened during our presentation. I thank you for your cooperation and understanding in relocating to
the Gymnasium for the presentation.

Congratulations to Flynn House, who have so far been victorious in both the Swimming and Cross Country
Carnivals. They will look to sweep the trophies on the Athletics Carnival day on Monday 14 May.
Last, but certainly not least, on Monday 30 April, for
the first time possibly in the school’s history we had a
Year 7/8 Girls AFL team represent Ashwood High
School in an Interschool Round Robin. With only a
few having played before, the girls came together as
a team and were brutal in their assault on the ball
and their tackling pressure – reminiscent of the
Richmond team of 2017. The midfield trio of
Lily Patterson, Mahine Tapper and Jakita Mann were
the clear best players throughout the day. The stout
defence of Nina Walsh and Novia Ma kept our
opponents from getting many goals, whilst
Grace Walker and Lizzie Tziafas were strong
presences in the forward line. Even the smallest of
players, namely Elsa Walsh, Ginger Perri and
Micky Van Dalen were constantly tackling players twice their size. I was so proud to see the girls play with such
passion on the day. They ended up finishing as the runner up, losing to a very strong Templestowe team in the
grand final. Well done girls and let’s aim even higher next year.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE

Ashwood High School

Page 23 Parent Newsletter No 3

During the first term, the Year 8 students took part in a Dance/Gymnastics unit for 4 weeks. As a reward for
their commitment to this unit, an excursion to Bounce Inc was arranged. During their scheduled PE practical
sessions, the Year 8s went to Bounce Inc in Glen Iris which had a variety of trampolines and a X-Park which
tested the students ability to get through a range of physically taxing tasks. The students all had a great time
and even got to keep the special Bounce socks that the company gave them.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

HEALTH / PE

Students and parents are reminded that Exam Week will take place in Week 8 of this term. Year 7-9 Health/
PE exams will be 60 minutes in duration, whilst Year 10 Health/PE exams will be 100 minutes in duration.
Good luck to all students. We anticipate some strong results this semester.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE

On 17 April, School Leaders Juliette Wanis, Kevin Lee and Nicole Hou represented Ashwood High School at the
Rotary ANZAC day ceremony at the Glen Waverley Cenotaph and laid a wreath as a sign of respect to our
service men and women. Ashwood High School was one of 34 schools within the City of Monash that
participated in the ceremony. Australian Defence Force personnel, RSL- Returned and Services League of
Australia executives, Senior Police officers, Rotary Club executive members and state politicians also
attended this important ceremony. The emotional speech given by Doctor Robert Webster – State President
RSL, gave us a deep insight into what it was like for families and friends of these service men and women.
It also reminded us that whilst we live in an era of peace, we must never forget those fought and sacrificed for
our liberty. Overall, this experience was eye-opening and enabled us to understand just how important these
men and women are and how lucky we are to have the freedom we have today.
Kevin Lee
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Hi our names are James and Ina and we are the Year 7 ACE Cadets for the
Ashwood newsletter. We’ll be reporting throughout 2018 on all the wonderful
projects and activities associated with the ACE program. The Year 7s have
been researching Ancient Civilisations such as the Romans, Greeks, Aztecs,
Mayans, Ancient India, Ancient Egypt and more. This involved choosing an
Ancient Civilization, researching and creating a main question that lead our
inquiries, and also creating a unique finished product which we would then
submit to Ms Jenner.
We had game shows where contestants had to answer questions about the
Aztecs. We had drawings of the Hindu Gods and board games about the
Aborigines and Ancient China. There were PowerPoint presentations about Ancient American civilisations and
even a song about the Mayans. We’ve learnt so much from all the presentations, like that the Aztecs settled
where they did in Mexico because they saw an eagle, that was atop a cactus, eating a snake which was
supposedly meant to be a sign from their gods. We have also learnt that the Ancient Greeks had a very similar
system to Ancient Rome, due to the fact that the Romans occupied the region.
The Year 8 ACE class have been learning about Medieval Europe. They have had a main question that led their
research about their chosen Medieval society. They also made videos or wrote a story about their questions. The
European Empires arose after the Roman Empire came to their end. There were also 9 crusades of the
Christians battling with the Muslims.
We hope you enjoyed our article and we’re both excited to update you all in the next newsletter.
Ina Christensen and James Talbot — Year 7

Year 7 Humanities — I am a Mayan

Lyrics by: James Talbot
Music: Mayan Peace Song
(All Around This World, 2013)
Music arrangement: James Talbot

Mother
My name is Ix Chel, I am a mother,
I am a Mayan born and proud,
Put boards on my baby to shape his head,
He’ll look like the Maize God who keeps us fed,
Hang beads on his nose to cross his eyes,
So he is handsome to our tribe,
I work with my daughter all day long,
Gardening, cooking, weaving while we sing this song,

Farmer
I am I-kal, I live near Tikal,
I am a Mayan born and proud,
I am a farmer in the lowlands,
We don’t plough with animals just our hands,
Maize, beans and squash are our main crops,
Work hard all day I never stop,
Priests tell us when to harvest our crops,
They send a message from the farming gods.

Boy
I am Rahui, I am a potter,
I am a Mayan but I’m not proud,
I wanted to be a scribe for the king,
But jobs are hereditary I’m not allowed,
I’m nearly 15, it’s time to get wed,
I don’t want to, no one heard what I said,
I wish someday I could be respected,
But forever I’ll be just another peasant.

Ruler
I am Halach Uinic, ruler of Uxmal,
I am a Mayan born and proud,
Live in the palace in the center of town,
Slaves all around me I can order around,
I dress in coloured robes made of animal skin,
I have a temple made to honour me in,
I led my warriors in a battle today,
I’ll decide if punishment comes you way.

Pok-ta-Tok
I am Tanok, I come from Copan,
I am a Mayan born and proud,
I play a ball game called Pok-ta-tok,
We hit a rubber ball that feels like rock,
We hit the ball at a small stone hoop,
Using only our arms and hips to shoot,
Not only competing for the win,
Sometimes for our life, to save our own skin!

Priest
I am Anam, priest of Caracol,
I am a Mayan born and proud,
I talk to the gods to see what they think,
Should we harvest our crops or try sacrificing,
I teach noble children all that we know,
Maths, science, writing, astronomy,
Hold religious festivals to celebrate the gods,
To make them happy and do my job.

Chorus
We are all Mayans, we’re very proud,
We help our community, we’ll sing it loud,
We put our skills together to help us thrive,
That’s why our civilisation stays alive,
We are all Mayans, we’re very proud,
We help our community, we’ll sing it loud,
We put our skills together to help us thrive,
That’s why our civilisation stays alive.
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On Wednesday 2 May, the Year 9 ACE students spent the day at Kingswood College. Once we arrived, we were
grouped with other private and public schools such as Tintern Grammar, Kingswood College, Siena College and
Waverley College. We began with General Knowledge English, Code Breaking & Engineering. For the General
Knowledge booklet, we had to answer many questions such as some Australian inventions and we had to identify
famous faces. For the Code Breaking booklet, we had to solve a ‘murder’ by completing multiple puzzles. After
we had the provided snack, we had Public Speaking, Art/Poetry, Maths and Science. For Public Speaking, one
person from each table had to go up to the podium and was given an unknown topic. They needed to talk about
this topic for a minute. Kevin won most entertaining speaker after he talked about ‘Indoor Sports’! The Art and
Poetry section was really interesting! We had to look at a quote then draw a picture to correlate with the poem.
After lunch, we then cleaned up and received awards if your table won. This day gave us all a really great
opportunity to get to know other students from other surrounding schools.

Student Learning (Curriculum &Co Curricular Ac vi es)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Lula Tadesse — Year 9

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.
The visitor carpark near the main office is not a drop off or pickup point and note that
there are parking restrictions in Vannam Drive near to the pedestrian crossing, during
School Hours 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.
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Assembly Performance
Congratulations to several senior members of the Ashwood High School choir and the Year 9/10 Music class for
providing a strong performance of the song “Game of Love” and to the woodwind ensemble for their unique
version of the National Anthem at the recent whole school assembly. It is wonderful to see an ongoing tradition of
musical items to celebrate what the music students have been working on during the term. Such experiences
provide a valuable opportunity for students to gain confidence in performing for public occasions.
Winter Concert
Speaking of public performances, the Winter Concert (formerly known as the Acoustic Night) will be held on
Thursday 24 May in the PAC from 6:30-8:30pm. This is an opportunity for the Instrumental and classroom Music
students, including the choir and band to perform for their parents and friends. Entry is via Gold Coin Donation at
the door.
A dress rehearsal will be held for all students involved in the concert on Wednesday 23 May from periods 3-6 and
students will be required to bring their music and instruments to this rehearsal.
Mr Gulavita is now running a String Ensemble at lunchtime every Friday, in addition to the Ashwood Woodwind
Ensemble so just a reminder to all string and woodwind students to attend these rehearsals each week in
preparation for upcoming events.
We would like to take this opportunity to invite you all to come along to the Winter Concert and enjoy an evening
of musical entertainment by our talented musicians.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Student comment (assembly)
‘I am part of the Year 9-10 Music class and play drums and percussion. It was a good experience and opportunity
to perform in front of and with other students. I have never performed in public before but it was fun.’
Naomi Roswell — Year 10
Assembly Performance

Ashwood High School

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Page 27 Parent Newsletter No 3

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Internet Safety Sessions
Ashwood High School recently welcomed Optus’ digital education program, Digital Thumbprint who
delivered their workshops to our Year 7, 8 and 10 students. Delivered in class, by an expert facilitator, the
program is fun and engaging with interactive workshops tailored to the needs of specific year levels.
This is the fifth year that Ashwood High School has hosted the Digital Thumbprint program at the school,
guaranteeing that all students have attended each workshop at some stage throughout their school years.
Year 7 - Digital Insight
This workshop looked at how to protect personal information online. It outlined ways to behave responsibly
and stay safe online.
Year 8 - Digital Impact
This workshop promoted the understanding of how actions online can have a lasting impact. It highlighted
the importance to develop a positive online presence and ways be responsible online.
Years 10 - Digital Ambition
It is critical to set up positive study patterns in the senior school years. This workshop presented strategies
on how to best use technology and social media tools for academic success – focus and achieve.
Ashwood High School want to ensure our students are savvy, responsible and proactive members of
Australia’s online community. The workshops taught them the advantages of having a positive online
presence and armed them with the vital skills and knowledge they need to stay safe online.
There is also a range a free resources, from Optus and its partners, for parents and care-givers that support
you to have effective conversations around what young people should and shouldn’t share online,
cyber-bullying, and how digital technology can support effective study practices.
Useful websites:
Parent Resources - http://www.digitalthumbprint.com.au/parent-resources/
Collates terms of conditions into readable dot points - www.tosdr.org
Demonstrates how secure your password is - www.howsecureismypassword.net
Ms Fiona Keech | Adolescent Health Nurse
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We are heading in to a very busy time in the year for Career planning with many Institutions offering
programs for students in the upcoming midyear break as well as the Open Days that will occur early next
term.
The Year 10 students gained an early insight into the course offerings for 2019 by attending the VCE and
Careers Expo at Caulfield Race Course on Friday 4 May, as part of their studies in Take Action. The
students also had a tour of Monash University’s Caulfield Campus.

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

I encourage all students to check Compass regularly for updates regarding these programs and the
senior students should also be checking the notice boards and bookshelves in the Senior Learning
Centre for information posters, fliers and course booklets. A reminder that the fliers and booklets on the
bookshelves are available for students to take.
Following the success of our inaugural Careers Expo in 2017, the Careers and Student Services team at
Ashwood will again be hosting our own expo. We have Universities, TAFEs, private institutions, GAP year
opportunities, Apprenticeship options and many student service providers attending our Expo to assist
our students with their senior school and post High School planning. More information will follow,
however please have Monday 23 July in your diary. The expo will take place from 6 – 8pm in the Senior
Learning Centre.
You may also be aware that during Year 10 part of the school curriculum is for each student to participate
in the School Work Experience Program. This year the program will commence in the last week of Term 2
- Monday 25 June 2018 and conclude on Friday 29 June 2018.
In preparation for this wonderful opportunity we ask that all Year 10 students have their placement
organised, Work Experience Arrangement Form complete and submitted to Jodie Hechenberger or their
Take Action teacher by Friday 1 June 2018. Confirmation has not as yet been received from all students
regarding securing a placement. If any Year 10 student is having difficulties in obtaining a placement I am
more than happy to assist, I am located in room G03.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator
Mr Jodie Hechengerger | Careers and Pathways Coordinator

Careers Expo at Monash University’s Caulfield Campus
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Finance — Parent Payments
In 2018 Parent Payments have been introduced on Compass. Compass allows for payment in a variety of
methods. Statements from the school’s CASES21 program have recently been emailed to families and
payments can be made by BPAY or at the General Office.
Camps Sport Excursion Fund
CSEF applications can be submitted to the General Office up until 23 June, 2018. Many families have
already applied and there is a run being done 1 March 2018 so payments to those families will be received
after that date. For secondary school students the amount received will be $225.00. This funding must be
spent on school camps or trips, swimming and school organised sport programs, outdoor education
programs, excursions and incursions.
Resources News
Replacement chairs in B11 (Science) have been purchased.
Extensive electrical work on lighting has been completed.
Sports court is now completed.
Netball courts upgrade has been completed.
A Year 7 Peer Support Program was funded in March 2018.
Large TV screen and trolley has been purchased for the Gymnasium to assist in PE classes.
Storm water drain along the north side of the basketball court has been pressure cleared.

Parent / Community Partnerships

BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT

Future Projects:
Locker replacement/upgrade/location.
Landscape development east of the Senior Centre
Ms Debbie Whitehouse | Business Manager
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