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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

Ashwood High School proudly welcomed over 450
visitors to its Open Night, Ashwood Revealed,
breaking all visitor records to date.
Visitors to the school enjoyed a guided tour of our
great school and participated in activities and displays
hosted by staff and students. Over 120 students
volunteered to help at the evening event, proving that
student pride at Ashwood High School is at an
all-time high.
It was fantastic to see the whole school come
together to share Ashwood High School with
prospective students and their families.
Ashwood High School - Revealed Campaign Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
The Ashwood Revealed Campaign has been an
enormous success. The rebranded Ashwood High
School has gained traction in the community with

over 450 people in attendance at the Open Night.
Congratulations to Shelley Haughey, Engagement,
Wellbeing and Transitions Leader and Donna Mineo,
Executive Assistant, Marketing and Communications
Manager in particular for their outstanding
contributions. All staff were present at the Open

UPCOMING EVENTS
17 May
18 May
23 May
23 May
24 May
26 May
30 May
31 May

‘Footloose” Cast & Band Rehearsal
‘Footloose’ Singing Rehearsal
CAP Mock Interviews
The Martial Arts Therapy Program
VCAL Celebration Night
VCE Theatre Studies Semester 1
Performance Analysis
District Cross Country
ICAS Science Competition
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Night in support of over 125 student ambassadors,
leaders and helpers. Events like these make us
particularly proud to be part of the Ashwood High
School community. Congratulations to the School
Captains – Madeliene Ryan and Hannah Sim and the
Year 7 speakers Blake Buntine and Jessica Harding
who spoke extremely well on the night to over 300
people in the Performing Arts Centre. The Principal’s
address to a packed PAC finished with a dynamic
excerpt from our 2016 School Musical Production –
Footloose. Thank you so much to everybody who made
a positive contribution to Ashwood High School
Revealed.
“A Day in the Life of Ashwood High School” Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
Over two hundred Grade 6 primary school students
from Essex Heights PS, Parkhill PS and Solway PS
participated in a highly engaging program at Ashwood
High School on Friday 15 April, 2016.
Ashwood High School Open Morning – ‘Moore’s
Morning Walks’ - Increasing Positive Parental and
Community Engagement
On Friday 6 May, Ashwood High School held an Open
Morning program with over 50 parents participating in
walking tours of our outstanding classrooms and
facilities. Well done once again to all the student
ambassadors and staff who assisted with the program.
We have enjoyed a steady stream of enrolment tours
over the past few weeks.

Ashwood High School

Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (ACE)
Program – Growing Pride and Achievement
The profile of the ACE program has attracted ‘new
arrivals’ to Ashwood High School. The projected
enrolment data being provided by primary schools
(whilst anecdotal) is telling a positive story for the future
of our school. Year 7 enrolment data ought to be
confirmed close to the start of next term.
Ashwood High School Presentation Folder and
Prospectus - Increasing Positive Parental and
Community Engagement
The new Ashwood High School Presentation Folder
reflects the values and new identity of our school. It is a
highly professional and attractive publication. Feedback
has been enormously positive. The Presentation Folder
contains our School Prospectus. The School
Prospectus
essentially
outlines
the
School
Improvement Framework (The Path Forward) at
Ashwood High School which is centred on the following
elements:
 Four pillars of our GREAT school


The Ashwood High School CHOIR



Four key priorities



Educational Philosophy.

Ashwood High School is a transformed school. We have
worked very hard to turn around our school’s reputation
and standing in the local community. We are
appreciative of the widespread community support for
‘The Path Forward – New Direction at Ashwood High
School. We are committed to Ashwood High School
being a School of First Choice – a high trust school with
outstanding academic and social outcomes for students.
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Whole School Assembly – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing our Student Culture
We held an Assembly on Tuesday 3 May as a
celebration of our school’s culture and achievements.
Certificates of Appreciation were presented to Student
Ambassadors who represented our school with pride in
local primary schools in the lead up to Open Night.
Principal’s Attendance Awards were presented to
students in the categories – Gold, Silver and Bronze.
Our school’s attendance data is very positive and has
improved significantly on previous years’ data.
Student Led Conferences Reflection- Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
It was great to see many students and parents in
attendance at the Student Led Conference program that
occurred on Wednesday 13 April, 2016. It was pleasing
to note the strong presence of the Parents and Friends
Network on the night.
Attitudes to School Survey - Enhancing the Student
Culture
The annual Student Attitudes to School Survey occurred
last week. The results will be reported to school
community when they arrive at the School in Term 3.
National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2016 - Growing Pride and
Achievement
The NAPLAN tests for our Year 7 and Year 9 students
took place in the Collaborative Learning Centre this
week, from 10 – 12 May 2016. I am sure that Ashwood
High School students performed at or above the
expected level. The NAPLAN growth data in recent
years has been particularly positive at Ashwood across
all areas.
Timetabled VCE Year 12 Holiday Classes - Growing
Pride and Achievement
A series of well attended and productive Holiday
Classes occurred in week 2 of the last holiday break.
This is testament to the significant discretionary
commitment of Ashwood High School staff and augurs
well for continued student success. Thank you to all
staff who offered direct tuition to students over holiday
breaks.
Senior School Formal - Enhancing the Student
Culture
The Senior School Formal was an extremely positive
event for all concerned. The International Students in
particular have informed me that they have felt more
connected to the school in recent times. The General
Manager of The Grand on Princes made positive
comments about Ashwood High School students’
conduct, courtesy and manners.
Co-curricular Programs - Enhancing the Student
Culture
There are a number of specific co-curricular programs
worthy of mention:

Ashwood High School

 Acoustic Night (Music Concert).
Felica Mundell and her team.

Well

done

 student representation (MUNA) at State Parliament
courtesy of our strong partnership with Rotary. Well
done to Erin Buchanan and Connie Hulsen
 A Grade Debating Team (we remain undefeated
and are placed equal first in the Glen Waverley
Region). Well done to Bianca Baldwin,
Mahalia Brooks, Sophie Ellis, Tara Pondard and
Hannah Sim


House Cross Country Competition on the final day
of Term 1. Our school is positively unique in the
government sector, in that our students were able to
run a 7km cross country within the safe boundary of
our 17 hectare site. Little wonder our school is
becoming known as the ‘private school’ in the
government sector.

Principal’s Awards - Term 3
Ashwood High School is a learning community that
acknowledges student achievement, endeavour and
commitment to our core values. The Principal’s Awards
presented to students at our Term 3 Assemblies are
major awards at Ashwood High School. These awards
recognise those students who have distinguished
themselves by virtue of their hard work, success and
excellence in the first semester of each year.
PRINCIPAL’S ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARDS
– Year 7 - 11
 Must have received distinction or excellence - a
predominance of A+ and As for subjects in the
report cycle for Semester 1
 Must have received ‘excellent’ for all work habits
profiles
 No Exits from Class, Coordinator Detentions,
Principal Detentions, Suspensions.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

PRINCIPAL’S ACADEMIC ENDEAVOUR AWARDS
– Year 7 - 12
 Must have received ‘excellent’ for all work habits
profiles
 No Exits from Class, Coordinator Detentions,
Principal Detentions, Suspensions.
PRINCIPAL’S CITIZENSHIP / LEADERSHIP AWARDS
– Year 7 - 12
 Has made a serious commitment to the school
 Has been able to communicate with students
effectively
 has made a contribution in at least 2 of the following
areas:
to other students, e.g. Peer Support Leader, Peer
Mentoring, Cross Age tutoring
as a student leader, e.g. House, SRC, School
Captaincy
to a school program, e.g. Student forums,
Ashwood High School Revealed, bike duty
assemblies, deba ng, working bees, Primary

School visits
on school commi ees, e.g. School Council,

Educa on sub‐commi ee, Marke ng
Communica ons sub‐commi ee

and
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leading the planning of events or ac vi es, e.g.

Lunch me ac vi es
 coach of a student sports team
 made links between school and the broader

community, outstanding commitment to
‘Community Engagement, e.g. Rotary Club
 Exemplary coopera on skills with teachers and
students
 Must have received ‘excellent’ for all work
habits profiles
 No Exits from Class, Coordinator Deten ons,
Principal Deten ons, Suspensions.
An exclusive Principal’s Award Ceremony will be held
early in Term 3. Invita ons will be sent to parent(s)/
guardian(s) of student award recipients to honour
student success at Ashwood High School. Please note
that a Whole School Assembly will follow the Principal’s
Award Ceremony, allowing the whole school
community to share in the celebra on of student
achievement and success at Ashwood High School.
Ashwood Alliance - Deakin University Partnership Increasing Positive Community Engagement;
Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
A second meeting for the Ashwood Alliance took place
on 4 May, 2016 at Ashburton Primary School. It is
anticipated that many local primary schools will commit
to the partnership and sign a memorandum of
understanding. This means that staff across primary
schools in the local area will work with Ashwood High
School teachers, university lecturers and pre-service
teachers to improve student learning and engagement.
Architectural and Building Program – Stage 2 –
Growing Pride and Achievement
The concrete slab is being prepared for the Senior
School Centre. The PAC Hall - Music and Multimedia
Centre refurbishment is two months ahead of schedule.
It is anticipated that the building program should be
completed during Term 1, 2017.
School Council - Marketing and Communications
Sub-Committee - Increasing Positive Parental and
Community Engagement
School Council approved a motion to establish a further
Sub-Committee of School Council – Marketing and

Ashwood High School

Communications Sub-Committee. It is timely at this
point in the school’s renaissance that we develop a
Marketing and Communications Policy and Strategy. I
look forward to obtaining input from school councillors
and non-school council parents with specialist
knowledge and capabilities in this sophisticated and
constantly evolving field. Student representation is also
welcome. Please see Mrs Gibson for an Expression of
Interest form. At the first Parents and Friends Network
meeting I discovered that there were many parents in
the Ashwood High School community with qualifications
and experience in this area. The first Marketing and
Communications Sub-committee will occur on Thursday
9 June at 2:00pm. The Sub-committee is open to
School Council and non-Council members. Please
communicate with Donna Mineo, Executive Assistant,
Marketing and Communications Manager if you are
interested in attending. I look forward to your input as
we continue to improve as a school.
Debra Gibson – Professional Learning Program
Ashwood High School is committed to supporting staff
in their professional learning goals. As you are aware,
the staff of Ashwood High School are highly committed
to the school. Equally the school is committed to valuing
staff and building their capacity. The literature context
has demonstrated a strong correlation between staff
learning and continuous school improvement. With this,
Mrs Debra Gibson Acting Assistant Principal,
responsible for Curriculum, Operations and Learning
has obtained a place in a highly acclaimed program
through the Bastow Institute of Educational Leadership
entitled – “Unlocking Potential”. Part of this program
involves professional experience and placement in
another school setting. Debra Gibson will be absent
from school for a two week period commencing Monday
16 May through to Friday 27 May, 2016. Mrs Gibson’s
areas of responsibility have been distributed to other
staff as part of developing ongoing goal congruence and
staff alignment. Please contact our friendly staff at
Reception should you seek clarity on any issues
pertaining to Curriculum, Operations and Learning
during this two week period of absence. We wish Mrs
Gibson a productive and enjoyable two weeks of
challenge and learning.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Mr Brett Moore | Principal
17 May 2016
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Principal’s Attendance Awards 2015
Gold – 100% attendance in 2015
Name

Silver – absent 1- 2 days in
2015

Year

11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12

Matthew Sze
Sagar Sareen
Tee Sangruang
Louis Yu
Calvin Kong
Anastasia Stathakopoulos
Sieena Shi
Sylvia Ye

Name

Eric Peters
Joshua Ooi
Bardia Zarrinnam
Rachel Zhang
Ruby He
Jessie Kerr
Marcus Piattella
Bomi Lee
Bronwyn Cornell
Hannah Chen
Hayley Bacic
Mitchel Mahon

Year

8
8
9
11
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12

Bronze – absent less than 3
days in 2015
Name
Year

Geoff Shek
Chelsea Dunstan
Kevin Lee
Mozhgan Shekibi
Prim Boonsatdha
Aurora Jin
Jack Burdett
Liam Thursky-Moore
Michael Watts
Stephanie Kollaras
Rochelle Jiao
Catherine Kong
Michelle Zhang
Hannah Sim
Vivian Yang

9
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
12

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Student Ambassador – Recognition Certificates
These students represented Ashwood High School at primary schools in the local area
Year 7

Zac Aitken
Blake Buntine
Thomas Burgess
Cody Dunstan
Nyapal Giek
Samuel Gosbell
Jessica Harding
Lily Jekel
Kelly Martin

Ashwood High School

Alexis Kozak-Bailey
Dylan Matthews
Scott McGuigan
Joey Pryor
Sienna Spencer
Lula Tadesse
Courtney Tulia
Sarah Webster
Taamika Witehira
Emma Silk
Bailey Monea

Year 11

Daisy-May Creighton

Year 12

Lachie Pior
Madeliene Ryan
Hannah Sim
Libby Thacker
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New Staff Short Autobiographies
My name is Susan Teeuwsen and I am the Multicultural Aide at Ashwood High
School. My role is to effectively communicate between students and teachers in the
classroom; integrating EAL learners into school activities by helping them to
understand school expectations and goals; assisting teachers to understand the home
cultures and the expectations families have of the school and of education in general;
and assisting newly-arrived families in their settlement into the new educational
community. I migrated to Australia at the age of 13, which allows me to understand
the difficulties in learning a new language, knowledge, culture and the loneliness
that’s deep within. The holistic classroom environment has helped the international
students to settle quickly and smoothly, it is a place where they now call, home.
I have recently completed Graduate Diploma of Education (Secondary) at the Australian Catholic University;
I teach Science, Health and Mandarin as well. Watch out when I have my teacher’s hat on!
Ms Susan Teeuwsen | Multi Cultural Aid

In January of this year I received a phone call from Mr Moore to say my application
had been successful and I would be joining the integration team at Ashwood High
School. I was absolutely thrilled.
In 2015 I completed a Certificate 3 in Education Support and was lucky enough to do
my first placement here and immediately knew this is where I would love to
work. With a combined knowledge spanning nearly 50 years the integration team
have made me feel welcome, shared their knowledge freely and I am amazed at the
work they do. Every day is different in my role, each student has their own individual
personality and their own requirements. My position is a Year 7 Integration Aide and
it is a privilege to share their journey from primary school to high school. This transition brings challenges
and extra responsibilities for the students and being part of their day to day school life has been very
rewarding. All the students of Ashwood High School have welcomed me and made me and feel part of
their community and I am really excited about what 2016 holds for all of us.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Introduc ons

Ms Lara Walton | Integration Aid

My name is Debbie Whitehouse and I am the new Business Manager at Ashwood
High School. I have been with the Department of Education for 27 years and have
enjoyed the growth I have experienced, both personally and professionally. I have
been lucky enough and moved around within the education system. I have worked
with a variety of principals and I have had many roles in those years with the
department. I have been here since the end of February. I am currently looking at
everything from the ground up so I will be more informed of the school’s Finances and
Resources. I bring my experience and knowledge to Ashwood High School and look
forward to being part of a great team and a very successful school.
On a personal level, I have 3 children who were educated through the state school
system. My eldest daughter is in Real Estate, my son is a Plumber and my youngest daughter is a midwife.
They are all successful in their professions. I am busy outside of my role as Business Manager. I umpire
netball, I am into keeping fit both inside and out, I windsurf and love to stand up paddle board in the warmer
weather and I have a dog that loves a long walk. I crew on a yacht and race at least once a week, my stand
out yachting experience would have to be racing in the King’s Cup in Thailand in 2014.
Ms Debbie Whitehouse | Business Manager

Ashwood High School
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Teaching and Learning
Thank you to all those who attended Student Led
Conferences. I trust you found them worthwhile.
Judging by the constant hum of conversation, there
were many valuable conversations taking place. These
conversations are crucial in developing shared
understandings and goals to ensure that all students
continue to improve. Congratulations to all students
who have showcased our school over the past few
weeks during the Ashwood Revealed campaign. It has
been great to see the whole school community
contributing to presenting the school in line with our
vision and values.
In order to optimise access to the internet across the
school, there have been some changes to data access
for students. YouTube has been blocked for students at
school unless specifically required for educational
learning tasks. Additionally, students will be provided
with one gigabyte of data each day, and if they exceed
this they will not be provided with anymore until the
following day. This is a very generous allocation and
may be further reviewed as we seek to optimise access
and ensure that students are using their learning
devices for educational purposes whilst at school. This
decision has been discussed by the Education Subcommittee in the presence of student representatives
and approved of Council.
As we approach winter and with that, a greater
prevalence of colds and infections, please remember
that a medical certificate is required whenever students
are absent for a SAC, an Outcome or an exam.
Co-curricular Programs
Once again this newsletter highlights an amazing array
of co-curricular activities. I thank those of you who
check Compass regularly and provide consent and

Ashwood High School

payment in a timely fashion. I encourage parents to
check Compass to ensure that they are up to date with
information regarding their children and that they
process approvals before the due date. All students
must check Compass every day as this will show any
changes to their schedule, room changes, events,
assemblies and other activities. The daily newsfeed
contains many items of importance and should be read
by all students every day.
It was great to see the cast and crew of Footloose
getting to know each other and building strong
foundations during the Footloose holiday program. The
opening song performed at Ashwood Revealed - Open
Night was a great taste of things to come and I hope
everyone has put the show dates (1,2,3 September) in
their calendars. Please note that all rehearsals are on
Compass and students are required to attend.
Debating is well underway and we continue to impress
our competition with our enthusiasm and ability. It has
been entertaining and instructive to watch the debating
teams compete against staff at lunchtimes over the past
few weeks. This has been a fantastic opportunity to
hone skills and showcase the program to all students in
the school. The number of students who attended the
information session about public speaking and debating
bodes well for future results.
Assessment and Reporting
I would like to remind everyone that exams will be held
in week 8 of this term. These exams are conducted
during class time and a timetable will be provided in the
week prior. I provide this advanced notice so that
students can begin the process of revision and
preparation as early as possible.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Mrs Debra Gibson| Acting Assistant Principal
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As we work towards to end of Units 1 and 3 the Senior School Students in both VCE and VCAL have been
steadily completing Outcomes and SACs in order to demonstrate a satisfactory level of understanding of the
coursework and their individual levels of achievement. I would like to remind parents and guardians that
upcoming SACs, events and Outcome due dates are all listed on your child’s Dashboard on Compass and,
looking further ahead, on their schedule. I would also like to remind students, parents and guardians that if
a student is absent for a SAC (VCE) or when an outcome is due (VCAL) they must have a medical
certificate.
To assist with this the students have been working on their time management skills in Monday’s Study Skills
sessions. This has included the completion of study timetables that take into account students’ part time
work, sporting and other commitments, as well as building in time to complete homework and study. These
will be invaluable to the VCAL students when organising their time to complete school tasks as well as their
VET and work place commitments. The Year 11 VCE students should be ensuring that they have allowed
time to study, as well as complete homework, in the lead up to exams in week 8. The Year 12 VCE
students will find ongoing revision will assist them greatly in preparation for the end of year exams.
To further assist the Year 11 students to develop these skills they will all take part in a Time Management
session run by Elevate Education in the final week of term on Monday 20 June. This will allow the students
to critically analyse how they have used their time in Semester 1 and make adjustments as required as they
enter the second half of the year. The student session will be followed up with a session for parents and
guardians that same evening, from 6.30 – 8pm in the CLC. Further information on this will be provided
closer to the time.
With the GAT (a compulsory 3 hour exam for all students undertaking a unit 3/4 subject) on the 7 June, the
Unit 1 exams in week 8, the compulsory VCAL camp in week 9 and many SACs, Outcomes and other
assessments taking place in the upcoming weeks it will be an extremely busy time for all of our Senior
Students. As always we ask that the lines of communication between home and the school be kept open so
that we can best assist our students to achieve.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

It was my pleasure as Senior School Coordinator and Career’s
Coordinator to attend the Swinburne University Scholarship
Presentations on 4 May. Following her excellent results in VCE in
2015 Kate Dalton was awarded a Dean’s Outstanding Achievement
Scholarship in the Faculty of Health, Arts and Design.
Kate is currently studying a Media and Communication – Professional degree at the University. The scholarship provides Kate with $2,500
towards her studies each year as well as a $2000 travel grant to study
abroad.
I would like to congratulate Kate on her achievements and look forward
to hearing how her course progresses in the coming years.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

The VCAL students of 2016 are continuing to work on the
revival of the Wetlands, the students are clearing the paths and
taking out trees that have fallen down and are unsafe, in their
Personal Development and Work Related Skills classes as part
of their assessment. In our Numeracy class we are working
towards our VCAL celebration night, including the assessment
of the recipes and changing them to suit the number of people
we will have present on the night.
Jamie Boxall and Centauri Hirt – VCAL students

Ashwood High School
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What a wonderful experience Ashwood Revealed Open Night was. Congratulations to the 129 students
who came and assisted on the evening in various different ways. There was an exciting buzz at the
school on the evening and a magnificent showcase of all our School offers. A special thank-you to the
student leaders who were on the forefront of the tours with our staff tour guides. They did a wonderful
job of explaining the School’s programs, facilities and activities as well as answering many questions.
The Student Leadership Executive has been busy making plans for this term. They are planning a series of forums to discuss the Attitudes to School data which every student will have the chance to be
involved. The SRC is planning some fundraising for later this term to assist Fare Share in the collection
of food and donating some money to the organisation.
The House Coordinators have been working closely with the House Captains to organise the House
events so far this year. The House Captains have distributed a survey that asks some students about
what they would like to see happen in the school. This will inform the way in which they go about
planning STAR wars for next term.
The Year 7 students have settled in well so far. We had two outstanding students present to
prospective parents at Open Night. Congratulations to Jessica Harding and Blake Buntine who spoke
eloquently and clearly about their time so far at Ashwood High School and how glad they were their
parents chose this school for them. We have also just completed the applications and interviews for the
Year 7 Student Representative Council Members. A number of students put their names forward and
were interviewed, Congratulations to Jessica Harding and Zach Aitken on their successful appointment
onto this team.
Camps are coming up quickly. Be sure that your child knows what camp they are going on and when
payments are due. Forms will be out in Week 6 for completion and return with the final payment due on
Friday the 27 of May.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

Ms Shelley Haughey | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Ashwood High School
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School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

PEDAGOGY, PARTNERSHIP & PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Pedagogy, Partnerships and Professional Learning
Valuing Staff and Building Capacity

As a school focused on high expectations it is important for all members of the community to strive for their
best. Not only do staff expect this from students but also of each other. Staff are continually looking to improve
their knowledge and practice to ensure our students are receiving the best education we can deliver. The
Performance and Development Plans staff develop each year is one of the vehicles that drive this
improvement. Currently, staff are in the process of working collaboratively to implement these plans, which
were developed earlier in the year. There are four main goals that centre around:
1.

Professional Knowledge

2.

Professional Practice

3.

Professional Engagement

4.

Student Outcomes

It is a priority of the school to build the capacity of each staff member and value the work they do.
The Performance and Development Plans are an important cog in the wheel that allows us to achieve this.
Mr Chris Tipping | Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

TEL : 9807 1333

Ashwood High School

Email : ashwood.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Our role as School Captains has been busy, with late nights and newfound coffee addictions. Despite the
hard work, we are loving every minute of it!.
This term has been an exciting one for all students here at
Ashwood High School. There have been many opportunities
for students to be involved in promoting and displaying their
school pride, as well as being recognised for their
achievements.
Congratulations to Connie Hulsen and Erin Buchanan, for
representing Ashwood High School at MUNA (Model United
Nations Assembly). The girls represented Indonesia in this
event and are grateful to the Rotary Club of Waverley for
sponsoring them. It is the fourth time our school has been
sponsored by Waverley, and we are very privileged to have
been chosen once again!

Hannah Sim

Madeliene Ryan

The Student Cabinet has been working diligently to organise upcoming events that will increase the
community spirit amongst the student body. The House Captains are working towards Star Wars and The
Athletics Carnival, both events that allow for participation and opportunities to get to know fellow students
better.
In order to maximise house pride, this term the Captains have been organising and developing house crests,
mottos, chants and mascots. So far we have some very good choices: The Blue House Wolves, the Flynn
Phoenixes, and so on!
The SRC are planning for Bastille Day on the 14 July, a French National celebration day, in conjunction with
the Parents and Friends Network. The Student Executive team is working on the next stages of the leadership training and programs, as well as other projects. One of these projects is a ‘Wellbeing Week’ coming up
in Term 3, a week full of mental and physical health awareness programs and activities.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

Next term the school community can look forward to the musical, Footloose and the Athletics Carnival.
Footloose tickets will be on sale in Term 3, so be sure to be on the look out!
Recognition of attendance was awarded to students at the term assembly, with Bronze, Silver and Gold
Certificates being given out. Along with these prestigious awards, Ambassador Certificates were given to
those who participated in promotion to our local primary schools.
There has been very positive feedback coming from parents, staff and the wider community on the overall
presentation of the new uniform. It is fantastic to see more and more students purchasing the new uniform; a
tidal wave of incredible demonstration of school pride that is ‘flooding the grounds’.
It is clear that we find our school moving at a rapid pace from ‘good’ to great, and we are privileged to be
part of the process. It is great to belong to a united school community all working toward a common vision.
Maddy Ryan and Hannah Sim
Ashwood High School
School Captains

Ashwood High School
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The SRC stands for the Student Representative Council. This
council has two representatives from each year level to help
decide on school events that impact not only Ashwood, but its
wider community. As SRC Presidents we represent student
voice in discussions and decision making with the school
leadership. We also serve as ambassadors for Ashwood,
going out to the community and discussing the great things
that are happening in our school and what we intend for the
future.
As the student executive team, School Captains, VCAL
Captain, International Captain and Mitchel and I sat down
together and made a plan.

Mahalia Brooks

Mitchel Mahon

How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time – and this is our plan – One Bite At A Time. We started in
Term 1 with training for all of the school leaders. These sessions clarified our main ideas and helped us to
form a shared vision as a team; One Bite At A Time. We have started in Term 1 with teamwork. Now Term
2 we are focussed on communication. Our meetings in Term 1 have helped us to plan for the year ahead
and to work out how we can communicate our ideas with the rest of the students as well as the wider
community. This term our main objective is to exercise our duty as representatives to understand and hear
the student voice.
The student voice is the overarching idea within the SRC. We aim to communicate the needs and wants of
the students to our best abilities, but the only way to do this is by communicating with them. The student
voice is what we look for to make their experiences at school more enjoyable. For example, event ideas or a
fundraisers, like a twilight festival or a sausage sizzle for the house athletics carnival, are strongly
encouraged, and students go to their year level to present the idea for us to discuss at our next SRC
meeting. There are also other ways to inform the SRC of potential ideas, for example, the suggestion box
located at the front office. These ideas can be anonymous and can cover a wide range of ideas and issues
that they may have.
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Recently we all completed an attitude to school survey. This is a state wide example of student voice, where
every student in the state provides feedback about their school. At Ashwood High School we will rely on this
survey and will be forming focus groups to further explore the student’s views.
The SRC is so important in our school. By being selected to the SRC, or by talking with an SRC
representative, we can create an even better experience here at Ashwood as we transform this good school
into a great one. The SRC is also the vehicle into the community and we encourage all students to come to
us with their ideas and opportunities outside the school fence.
Students are important at Ashwood. To be a great school, we need to acknowledge the sporting,
ambassadors in the community, and attendance and academics achievements of the students. Through the
SRC, we are helping to create this school culture where we take pride in our achievements and are
recognized and acknowledged.
Students’ opinions and contributions are important, their views deserved to be heard. The SRC
representatives are here to make student voice strong and to ensure that our experiences, and the
experiences of those to come, at Ashwood High School are the very best they can be. It is all about
participation, the SRC is here to listen and help make a difference in this school.
Mahalia Brooks and Mitchel Mahon
Ashwood High School
SRC President
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In STAR at the moment we are planning the new mascot, shield and banner to represent our houses. The
houses will use this mascot at house events and to represent the house for years to come.
As House Captains, at our Ashwood Revealed, we assisted in leading tours ,one at 4:30pm and one at
6:30pm. We got to talk about our views on the school and discuss how we are going in our subjects. We
shared information with the families and helped them throughout the activities on hold.
Leading tours was a great experience, being proud to show off our school and represent our community. It
was interesting to learn about new programmes such as ACE that have been brought in, and experiencing
other subjects hat we don't partake in. Greeting the potential students of Ashwood High School was a great
night. Well done to everyone who helped put the fantastic night together.
Cross country was a massive success with a lot of participation. We had pleasant weather for the day, which
made for a good time to run. There were groups of older and younger runners going first, followed by the
walkers. We have many students going to zone, and everyone was happy for the term to be wrapped up with
an Easter egg.
We interviewed to Year 7 students to see how high school had started off for them:
By Libby Thacker and Alan Martin
Melba House Captains.

My name is Kelly Martin. I am
from Year 7 in the ACE program. I
came from Mount View Primary
School and enjoy English and Art
here at Ashwood High School. I
have made lots of new friends and
transition was hard but I got used
to it. What I enjoy about Year 7 is
all the new opportunities that there
is, but moving around from class
to class and going to my locker is
still something to get my head
around.

Kelly Martin

My name is Mia Hamilton, and I
am in Year 7 . My favourite
subject so far is Science, and a
bit of mathematical equation work.
One difference I've noticed
between primary and high school
is that Ashwood High School
has humanities. I came from
Ashburton Primary, and although
a lot of my friends came here with
me, I've made heaps more
friends. My favourite thing about
high school is the canteen .
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Mia Hamilton

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN COMMUNITY:

Congratulations to Joey Pryor, Paterson Year 7, who has been awarded the FRANK CAREY SCHOLARSHIP
for $350. This is sponsored by the RTBU, locomotive division, and administered by the Department of
Education and Training. It is based on the contribution the student has made to the local community.
The application required Joey to list the areas he has engaged with in the local area. These included many
years of Clean Up Australia Day, volunteering at church, helping at school working bees, and an award for
honesty from Parkhill Primary School for handing in a large amount of money found in the playground.
Congratulations Joey!
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN SPORT:

Cowan House Year 8 student, Amy Peters participated in a major grass court tennis tournament in Myrtleford
over the school holidays.
Amy entered four events: Girls 13 Year Old Singles, Women's D Grade Doubles, Women's D Grade Singles
and Girls 13 Year Old Doubles.
In what was a fantastic effort, Amy made it to the Grand Final in all four events and won the singles title in her
age group. Over the entire event she played a total of twenty matches!
Congratulations Amy.
House Co-Ordinators:
Ms Brigitte Ferguson (Paterson House), Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Mr Domenic Holloway (Flynn
House), Ms Allison Phillips (Melba House)

Ashwood High School

Page 13 Parent Newsletter No 3

Three international students from Year 11 share their stories on “A Day in the Life of an International Student.” It is
interesting reading , sharing their thoughts on how they are coping at Ashwood High School and at home with
their homestay families.
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator
Rachel Zhang
My name is Rachel Zhang. I am an international student from China and I came to
Melbourne for a better education. Now I’m going to share with you about a day of my life
as an international student
My day starts with the alarm clock ringing. Even though I miss the warmth and comfort of
my bed, I must wake up. I have breakfast of cereals and toasts and then go to school.
Due to fact that I'm still under eighteen, I live with a local homestay family
arranged by
the school. My homestay place is within walking distance to the school. The special thing
about walking to school is that I’m able to greet every student that I pass by. With a
cheerful mood, I arrive at school and ready for my classes.
I do all the six subjects that I’m studying for Year 11 VCE in school. They are Specialist Mathematics,
Mathematics Methods, Physics, Chemistry, Bridging EAL and EAL. I also do VCE Chinese with the Victorian
School of Languages every Saturday morning. I want to be an engineer in the future and I certainly need to
study subjects that relate to engineering. My parents in China expect me to learn something different in Australia
and I must study hard in response to their expectations. However, choosing these subjects is not just because
they are important for my future, I also happen to enjoy these subjects and I’m willing to work hard and perform
well in them.
Fun and learning occurs during class time, such as dealing with a difficult Math problem, doing experiments or
communicating and exchanging ideas with my teachers. A lot of new knowledge is learnt and I enjoy in the
discovery of new ideas.
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However, English is a different matter. English is hard for many international students because it’s not their first
language. Therefore, during every EAL class, the EAL teacher works very hard to help me and also the other
students to improve our English so that we are able to read more, write more and speak more. English is an
essential part of my life in Australia and without English, I can’t succeed in Australia.
Class time goes so quickly; it’s time for me to go home. After school, life is quite different. Normally, after school,
I will go straight home, relax and do my homework. I also go jogging around the area to relax but this afternoon,
I will go to the Shopping Mall to buy some food and chat with my friends. During the weekends, it’s also a good
choice to visit and discover more about Melbourne. I need to be involved in outside activities to ease the tension
of studying hard. Then comes dinner time. I have dinner with my homestay hosts, Margaret and David. They are
both accountants and they are very kind people. Margaret and David help me a lot with my English. They give
me a lot of support and advice while I am in a foreign country. I'm very thankful to them for everything they've
done for me.
It’s night time and I have finished all my homework. I listen to the English programs on the radio for a while and
then go to bed at 11:00 p.m. A day has ended, and a new day is soon to begin.
Kaye Liang
I have been a part of Ashwood High School as an International student since 2015 and I
am proud of it. I have settled in Melbourne because I want to study architecture and be an
architect.
I can't believe that I am so lucky to have Jenny as my Homestay host. Jenny speaks the
same language as me (Cantonese) and she cooks really well. She always talks to me while
we are having dinner. She tells me a lot of events and activities happening in Melbourne
that I don't know about. Sometimes she will take me there to watch or participate in these
events. Without any doubt, I am very grateful to her as she acts as my mother, my teacher
and a friend.
Australian school life is very different from that in China. Today, in my English class we got a lot of group work to
do and my friends and I have many ideas about the topic that makes the discussion interesting. During lunch time,
my friends and I share the Chinese food we have brought from home. I like sharing Chinese food with my
friends as I can learn different types of Chinese foods that I haven't seen or tasted before. Making friends in
school during lunch time is a great way of experiencing the different cultures of this country.
Ashwood High School
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I believe that because of the great distance between China and Australia, everyone who leaves their hometown
miss their families. I too miss my family badly. Like all other nights, tonight at sunset, I will share what I have done
at Ashwood High School with my dear mother. She will give me a thumb up and tell me that I need to try my best
to achieve what I want – to be an architect.
As an International student, language is the biggest problem that I am always worried about However, living in
Australia, I learn new experiences, and expand my horizon outside China and this to me is invaluable.
Ruby He
This year I have started my Year 11 VCE course. As an international student, I need to
work much harder than the previous years. But I am enjoying the challenges and having
fun even though this is the year that is full of SACs, quizzes and tests.
Morning! The alarm clock rings on time. I get dressed; have breakfast that my homestay
host provides. Then I get my mini note book out and do some revisions on the English
glossary because I have a SAC today. Though it only takes 15 minutes, I believe I can get
some advantages within that short period.to learn some new words. I take a bus to
school. I arrive at school and get ready for Physics in Session 1.Mr Cifra says we are
going to have a few experiments to do. These experiments are all about modelling the Green House Effect. This
sounds fun to me. At the end, the results of the experiments surprise me, but I think this is how science goes.
Science always gives you unexpected answers.
Time flies. Recess comes. Next session is English SAC, I have to revise words again and again because I am an
international student and English is not my first language. Like that saying "Practice makes perfect." In the SAC, I
see many familiar words from my glossary that directly proves that the more you revise, the higher the chance you
will get the right answer.
After the SAC, I finally look forward to a happy lunch time. During lunch time, I can discuss mistakes in my
homework and ask questions of my friends. VCE is not just an examination that is based on marks, but a
competition that tests how much you learn from your mistakes. That is why all the teachers encourage their
students to ask questions, and this is what responsible students should do in their studies.
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When I finish school time, I spend about half an hour listening to the latest news on ABC at home. It is quite
important for us to get more knowledge about the issues happening around us, especially for me as an
international student. This is one of the ways for me to be a global citizen. We can also learn more new words to
increase our vocabulary. During dinner time, I chat with my homestay family about my school or my family back in
China. Angus, my homestay's son, likes playing UNO, He always invites me to play. Actually, I am happy with this
because I can practice my communication skills with him or his younger sister, Tara. I really appreciate my
homestay family. They help me to improve my English in different ways.
Well, 5:30 pm. It is time to do some homework, I like meeting the deadline. So I get my homework done
the due date and it can give me some more time to revise for other subjects too.

before

Normally, the nights always make me feel lonely. Every time I have a break after finishing my homework. I go to
the backyard, look up at the sky and see the stars. There are thousands and thousands of stars. They stay
altogether every night. It seems like I am the only star that is left behind. Even though my homestay host treats me
like her daughter, I still feel lonely because my family is not here. Time always goes fast it is almost 10 pm; I take a
shower before I go to bed.
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The Debating program has continued its success in attracting new students to expand their skills in
building arguments and public speaking. Our A Grade Team of Hannah Sim, Mahalia Brooks, Sophie Ellis,
Bianca Baldwin and Tara Pondard remain undefeated, with Tara and Hannah having been awarded best
speaker across the first two rounds.
Students have also enjoyed debating against staff members in a series of debates to prepare them for
upcoming topics, and learned a lot from witnessing how ‘the professionals’ do it. Congratulations to
Ms Ferguson and Ms Haughey for winning best speaker in their respective debates. The highlight of this
series was the A Grade Team defeating the teachers before a large audience, and the school principal as
adjudicator.
Over the next couple of months there are a series of programs available to help students debate and
improve their public speaking skills:


Debaters Association Victoria (DAV) Junior Debating Program – for Years 7 and 8. This
is a four week program that teaches debating rules and skills to junior students. It is ‘free’ (we pay
for it), and is for any student in Year 7 and 8. This was very successful for the school last year, so
please put forward names of any students in Years 7 and 8 to me whom you feel would benefit or
could do well in this program



DAV Junior Public Speaking program – for four students only. At present we are looking at
this for the Year 7 ACE students. It is a short series of workshops designed to promote good public
speaking skills



Rotary CHANCES program 1 – for 15 students 7-10. This will run at Ashwood, and help
build student’s public speaking skills with aid from trainers from FreeDebate.



Rotary CHANCES program 2 – for 4 students who attended Program 1. This is an opportunity for
four ‘graduates’ of the first program to speak in front of the Balwyn Rotary club.



Rotary CHANCES program 3 – A forum of Public Speaking for 2 students from each school
who has participated the above programs. The evening will also feature a well known key note
speaker. The exciting part of this total program is that our students quickly become engaged and
confident public speakers, which we all acknowledge is a most valuable education and life skill.
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Information will shortly be sent to parents outlining when these opportunities will be running, and I look
forward to seeing new students trying their hand at this challenging and enjoyable opportunity.
Mr Dom Holloway | Debating Coordinator

Left to right : Tara Pondard,
Bianca Baldwin, Hannah Sim
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Every Day Counts - Why attendance at secondary school is so important.
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at
school every day – missing school puts them behind.
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students
coming to school each and every day. Students develop good habits by going to school every day – habits that are
necessary to succeed after school, whether in the workplace or in further study.
Missing school can have a big impact on students academically and socially. It can affect their test results, including
VCE, and, just as importantly, it can affect their relationships with other students, and lead to social isolation. There
is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their
educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with falling behind in subject topics and assessment tasks,
and lead to fewer subject choices and may impact on achievement in Years 11 and 12.
Pre-Service Teacher classroom volunteers coming soon
Following on from our immensely successful partnership with Deakin University Education Faculty, this year in 2016
will are expanding our mentoring program to invite Pre-service teachers (PSTs) to come and volunteer to work with
our students, in conjunction with the classroom teacher, to improve their literacy.
A number of PSTs have already volunteered, the program spearheaded by one of our own ex-students, Toby
Beshara (2014). There are a number of ways in which the PSTs can support the classroom teacher, including
working one on one with individual students to support them in particular learning tasks, and working with small
groups of students who would benefit from extension activities and higher order thinking questions and discussion.
One purpose of the program is to help our students recognise that Literacy is an important component of all of their
subjects across the curriculum, and not just English and Literacy classes. It is hoped that when literacy skills can be
identified in subjects other than English, students will improve their reading and writing skills, which will result in
better outcomes in all their subject areas.
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NAPLAN Testing - 10, 11 & 12 May
The National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a curriculum based assessment
program for Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students, which tests knowledge and skills in literacy and numeracy. The tests cover
four key domains which are developed over time through the school curriculum. These are: reading, writing,
language conventions and numeracy.
The results of the tests, available in September, provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals
about student achievement that can be used to support teaching and learning programs. It is important to
remember that the NAPLAN test gives the results of your child’s performance on one given day and may not be the
most accurate indicator of overall skills and knowledge. Some children do not react well to the testing situation, or
there may be personal illness or family circumstances that can account for variations in results.
ICAS Competitions
ICAS is an initiative of Educational Assessment Australia (EAA). EAA is a not for profit organisation owned by the
University of New South Wales (UNSW). ICAS Competitions provide an opportunity for all students to gain a
measure of their own achievement in key areas of learning for students in Years 2–12; assessments are available
in Digital Technologies, English, Mathematics, Science, Spelling and Writing. ICAS gathers performance
information through a 30–60 minute supervised in-school test. At Ashwood High School, we recognise the benefits
of state-wide testing and external assessment, and the information that results of external assessment can provide
to assist us to improve the programs we offer across many subjects.
There is a small cost to participate, which covers administration and processing, and the certificates and results.
All participating students will receive a certificate and an individual student report indicating which questions they
answered correctly, their total score as well as their average compared with the rest of the students in the school
and state/region. This student report is also useful for highlighting student strengths and weaknesses in the skills
and processes taught in classes. These documents are suitable for your child to include in a portfolio.
Information about dates and times of ICAS Competitions are advertised in the Compass Newsfeed. For more
information you can visit the EAA website at www.eaa.unsw.edu.au or contact your child’s relevant subject teacher.
Ms Karen Bares | Acting Leading Teacher - Head of Curriculum
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Ashwood Revealed
Thanks to the mammoth effort of staff in the Allied Learning Area of Humanities, English, English as an
Additional Language and LOTE who put together a fantastic interactive display for this year’s Open Night. It
was a long day by the time we all got to our homes but definitely was a worthwhile evening. Thanks also to
the many Ashwood students who helped make the night such a success. To future parents and students
I hope you were as excited by your visit to our school as we were having you here. It is with pride that we get
the opportunity to share with the community a glimpse of what we do here and who we are.
This newsletter will highlight the areas of Humanities and Interschool Debating.
Ms Kath Robinson | Allied Learning Area Coordinator - English/Humanities/LOTE

Humanities
As part of the Ashwood Revealed evening, the Humanities teachers and senior students produced a number of
interactive activities and displays including samples of student’s work, an archaeological investigation, a Famous
Faces from History Quiz and a Mock Retail Experience.
The senior students did an excellent job in preparing and running these activities. Many thanks to Rory Diggins,
Anessa Karina, Marlon Thain, Oliver Savin, Vivian Yang, Michael Wojciechowski, Sieena Shi for their involvement
and contributions on the night.
Below are a few photos of parents and primary students participating in these fantastic activities, aimed at
showcasing the Humanities department at Ashwood High School.
Right: Primary school
student developing his
financial literacy skills
in this Mock Retail
Experience delivered by
the Year 12 Accounting
students.
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Left: Primary School
students and parents
engaged in developing
their budgeting skills.

Great levels of enthusiasm and interest
were shown on the night by all involved.

Ms Dolores Briffa | Accounting/English/ESL Teacher, Mr John Sheehan | Legal Studies/Humanities Teacher
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On Friday 6th May the Unit 1 Psychology students went on an
excursion to the Cunningham Dax Gallery at Melbourne University.
This is an unusual art gallery, as all the art works displayed have been
created by people with a mental disorder. Students attended a
presentation of recent research done at Melbourne University on the
two-hit-theory of schizophrenia. Students will be using this data for
AOS 3 – student-directed research. They then had a guided tour of
gallery and discussion of various mental disorders with social worker.
Finally they attended a talk by a person who has diagnosed
schizophrenia. This speaker impressed our students with his honesty
and preparedness to be open and frank about his illness and his
road to recovery.
I was proud of our students’ mature approach to this sensitive subject.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science/Maths Teacher

Ashwood Revealed Open Night

Ashwood Revealed on 27 April was an exciting evening for the Maths and Science
department. The Science Centre was buzzing with a steady stream of visitors
participating in the science activities which ranged from dry-ice experiments and
making slime to watching a rat dissection and growing metal crystals.
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Psychology Excursion to Cunningham DAX Gallery

The maths team ran a number of math activities on laptops and the interactive
whiteboard, and more than one person developed an addiction to the ‘folding number
puzzle’. Luckily a video was on hand to provide the
solution.

The evening was a fantastic opportunity to showcase our wonderful science facilities
which allow students to participate in a diverse range of scientific activities.
A huge thank you to all our enthusiastic student helpers who supervised many of the
hands-on activities – we could not have put on such an interesting and entertaining
display without your assistance.
Ms Kate Davis | Science/Maths Teacher

Australian Mathematics Competition 2016
Every year Ashwood High School students are invited to participate in the Australian Mathematics Competition
organized by the Australian Mathematics Trust through the University of Canberra.
It is accessible to all students from Year 7 to 12, not just the mathematically gifted students. There is an emphasis
on problem solving, a valuable life skill. The competition consists of three separate papers each of 30 questions in
Junior (Years 7 to 8), Intermediate (9 to 10) and Senior (11 and 12). Time allowed is 75 minutes. Participants will be
given past papers to practice on before the competition.
Australia wide, around 50% of students qualify to receive a Certificate of High Distinction, Distinction or Credit. The
top 1000 students receive a prize. All other entrants receive a Certificate of Participation or a Proficiency Certificate.
The Competition will be held at the school on Thursday 28 July and will cost $6 per student.
Mr Xeno Kakogiannis | Maths Teacher
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Term 2, 2016 has been a fantastic few weeks of vibrant designs and developing technical skills. Unit 3 VCE
students have just commenced their major SAT folios, with design areas of focus as diverse as
architecture, embroidery, furniture, graphic and interior design. A rush of ideas, research and excitement is
permeating the studio.
The year 11 and 12 Visual Communication Design and Food Technology students visited the Melbourne
Museum to view the Top Design folios from 2015. Students were encouraged and inspired to achieve Top
Design worthy SAT folios for 2016.
The Unit 1, VCD students have been sharpening their graphic design skills producing poster, program and
ticket designs for Footloose: the Musical. Keep a lookout for the selected designs as the musical
approaches!
Thank you to all the visual communication and technology students who assisted with the Ashwood
Revealed Open Night, they were fantastic ambassadors for Visual Communication Design and Technology,
demonstrating many of their technical skills, and introducing families to our excellent technical facilities and
workshops.
Ms Catherine Preston | Art/Technology/Humanities/History Teacher
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Visual Arts
In April the VCE Art Students visited the NGV Top Arts Exhibition.
They attended a lecture on the VCE Top Arts folios and also viewed
the folios of the top students to see how the students developed their
ideas and skills in their visual diaries over the year.
Ashwood Revealed
Thanks to the following students who helped and displayed their
impressive artistic talents and with the leaf printing activity in the Art
room and R1 on open night: Shakira Holmes, Sarah Kim and Sean
Mann of Year 8, Skye King-Jansen, Gigi Vinod and Brandon Masion of
Year 9, and Erin Buchanan, Mikayla Adams, Lara Crawford and
Matthew Sze of Year 11

Brandon, Sarah and Skye demonstrated
their ceramics skills on Open Night while
between tours

Some examples of printed cards from the
tour activities.

VCE Artworks executed on Open Night

Matthew Sze - Portrait of
Jonathan

Lara Crawford - acrylic on
canvas

Mikayla Adams - charcoal
drawing

Ms Anne Gellatly | Allied Learning Area Coordinator - Arts/Technology/Health/PE
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It has been a jam packed start to the term for students in the HPE learning area. We have had many things
happening both in and out of the classroom. Our students continue to shine with their endeavours in these
programs, developing strong academic knowledge and lifelong skills that will allow them to be fit, healthy and
safe. Continue to read to find out about the life of a HPE student at Ashwood High School and some of the
feedback our students receive from the wider community.
Active April
Congratulations to everyone who took part in Active April!! What a fantastic effort it was from all involved to track
an amazing total of 2944 hours and 51 minutes. That is enough hours to circumnavigate the planet in an
aeroplane non-stop around 68 times.
The main point is we have a very active community, which is extremely important as there are many health
benefits to physical activity. At this point we must acknowledge the super effort of the following individuals who
clocked up the most hours.
1.

Hayden Gribben – 155 hours 20 minutes

2.

Elena Doulgerakis – 139 hours 59 minutes

3.

Eric Peters – 132 hours 1 minutes

4.

Angie Lorlano – 127 hours 25 minutes

5.

Amy Peters – 126 hours 0 minutes

A big well done to these students. What an outstanding commitment to being physically active. Please see
Mr Tipping to collect your prize!
Remember keep up your physical activity – whether it is walking to school or the shops, playing a team sport or
doing some active household chores, physical activity provides too many positives to ignore! As Socrates said
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“No person has the right to be an amateur in the matter of physical training. It is a shame for a
man to grow old without seeing the beauty and strength of which his body is capable of.”
Leap into Life – Year 8 HPE
In year 8 Physical Education we are currently learning and experiencing Gymnastics. Dominant Movement
Patterns (DMPs) are very important to gymnastics and involve rotation, spring, landing and statics. Examples of
statics are the Angry cat, Front support, Back support, Arabesque and Tuck sit. We are up to the stage of
creating and performing a movement sequence in groups that will be assessed by our peers and teachers. Each
lesson we are furthering our understanding and gaining new skills, which we really enjoy.
Lashaye Walker and Eric Peters - Year 8

World Wide Sport – Year 10 PE
Hi, I'm Mandy and I am in the Year 10 World Wide Sport class. Our focus is to promote physical activity in our
community as part of the Active April initiative. My group consisted of Malia, Alan, Ethan and I. We decided to
host a soccer clinic at Park Hill Primary School. We thought holding this clinic with the younger students would
influence the amount of physical activity that they would participate in the future, as they might develop a
passion for soccer.
The soccer clinic was held with the Year 4's and the session went for 45 minutes. We started off with a warm-up
game, and we then got into some drills that provided them with the basic skills to allow them to play soccer.
After this we played a tournament to finish off the lesson. The clinic was a huge success and was thoroughly
enjoyed by all the year 4's.
Mandy Kha - Year 10

“Overall, I was impressed with their efforts. It’s not easy trying to instruct 25 Grade 4 students
especially if you consider that they are only in year 10. They were well prepared and seem to handle
the situation with a maturity I would love to see in every 15 year old. They should be proud of their
efforts.” – Dean Sciacca, Parkhill P.S HPE Teacher.
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We had a busy end to Term 1 with the Ashwood High School Cross Country being run on the
final day of term. It was a terrific turnout and many students chose to either walk or run the 3km
course to earn house points. Paterson house was the winner of a very close contest, followed by
Flynn, Melba and Cowan respectively. Students who performed strongly have been selected to
represent Ashwood High School at the District Cross Country Trials later this month. I look
forward to another strong performance from our runners.
Earlier this term, we had several senior students represent our school in the Girls Basketball and
Boys Soccer. Our soccer team was impeccably behaved and showed great leadership
throughout the day, even if results didn’t go our way. The Senior Girls Basketball were terrific.
They tried their hearts out and got better as the day went on. Bianca Baldwin and
Natalie Lindenmayer were standouts of the basketball team.
Students have an opportunity to participate in interschool soccer, badminton and netball this
term. We are also very hopeful of being able send an Ashwood High School AFL Team out to
compete at the interschool round robin in a few weeks.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Of all our subjects in the ACE program we have been really enjoying ACE English. We have had a number of
assignments which sounds stressful but it wasn't. Our teacher Ms Ferguson works us hard and has high
standards for our learning, but she is really fair and has each of our individual learning needs as a focus.
In English this year we hit the ground running with many tasks, assignments and homework. We have
completed the first text study and oral presentation and are now studying a film and another novel. It has been a
lot of work but we have been doing so well.
We have achieved successes and experienced many milestones so far this year, including writing our first
essay. This task enabled us to show our deep understanding of the class text ‘Thai-Riffic’ and gave us all a
great sense of accomplishment for the term.
Some of our other tasks included a ‘Poetry Anthology’ where we had to write poems using many different forms.
We also delivered a ‘Pep Talk’ oral presentation; making a younger audience feel more comfortable and
confident with the transition into high school. We also really enjoy the creative tasks that we get to complete
within assignments and as class work.
Being in the ACE English is really enjoyable and we are all engaged in our learning.
2016 ACE Class – Year 7

Writing a poem
The girl wrote a poem,
the divine pen in her hands.
No help required – she had all she needed.
Imagination and creativity within her very core,

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)
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she wrote a story in a language forgotten,
the language of the soul.
– Kelly Martin

Name
Better than the rest
Afraid of nothing
Too good to hurt
Man so strong
Attempts and succeeds
Nothing goes wrong
– Cody Dunstan

Ashwood High School
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Acoustic Night
On Tuesday the 19th April parents and friends gathered for an enjoyable night of entertainment by the Ashwood
High School students at our annual Acoustic Night. The students worked with their teachers to present vocal,
keyboard, clarinet and flute solos as well as duets, debut performances by our newly formed choir,
woodwind/violin ensemble and the VET Music groups. Our audience enjoyed the intimate atmosphere, coffee
and musical entertainment. Congratulations to all our performers and the Instrumental staff for a memorable start
to the performance calendar.
“At the acoustic night everyone
“This is my first year at Ashwood
had a fantastic time and the
High School and so my first
choir
and
singers
were
Acoustic Night. I found it a great
wonderful. I took part in the
opportunity for myself and other
woodwind and violin ensemble
students to show what we can do
and had a lot of fun. We
with our instruments. I also
practised every Friday for a
enjoyed watching the other
term. The night showed
performances.”
everyone’s effort and talents.”
Jakob Moeller Year 9 – clarinet

Amy Peters Year 8 - flute

“The acoustic night was an exciting, nerve
racking and fun. We sang in the choir and
the Wednesday afternoon performance
class. Everyone did really well, and the
performers showed a huge range of talents.
Can't wait for the next performance.”
Sarah Lobbe & Rory Bacic Yr 8 - Vocalists

Open Night
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I would also like to congratulate Mitch Brown for running the drum circle, Sarah Lobbe for leading the cup beat
song, the Woodwind/violin Ensemble and our Musical Production cast who performed at our recent Open Night.
A great team effort by our musically talented students who were wonderful ambassadors on the night.
Whole School Assembly
Congratulations are also extended to the choir who closed the school assembly with a harmonised arrangement
of “Turn the Beat Around”. Well done to our dedicated members. It is not too late to join our choir as we would
love to see any interested students on Wednesdays at lunchtime.
We look forward to the Year 7 Spectacular at the End of the Term.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator
Some photos from the Acoustic Night

Ashwood High School
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PRODUCTION

Hi, we are Mandy and Chelsea, the chorus captains for this year’s school production; Footloose. We also
share the role of Eleanor Dunbar, the coach’s wife. During the school holidays the Footloose cast and band
got together for 2 days to do team building activities such as bonding, character building, a read-through of
the script, eating dinner, and a film screening of Kevin Bacon’s Footloose with dancing!! On the second day
we started working on the first two scenes. During that time we danced, sung, learnt our lines and loads of
had fun! We have now prepared the opening number to be performed on Open Night as a ‘taster’ for the
musical, which will be preformed in Term 3. Be prepared for an amazing performance with costumes, lighting
and ‘rad’ 80’s dance moves! Lock in the performance dates the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of September now so you
can come and watch us perform!
Mandy Kha & Chelsea Dunstan - Year 10

Footloose team bonding – newspaper costumes

Footloose team bonding – marshmallow towers
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Footloose character building - ‘walk this way’ game
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RESILIENCE
Resilience is a 21st Century parenting concept that every parent needs to understand.
Some kids are resilient by nature – their temperament helps them to be mentally and psychologically
tough. You know those kids. They get straight back up after a setback or disappointment. Rejection in the
playground doesn’t faze them. Unfortunately, not every child has such natural resilience.

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

The good news is that most of the research shows that resilience can be nurtured and developed,
particularly when parents themselves are resilient and they actively foster it in their kids.
Resilient kids share four basic skill sets- independence, problem-solving, optimism and social
connection.
Building Resilience
From a resilience perspective parents need to coach kids through some of their more challenging
moments and reviewing what they may have learned for next time. Avoid solving all their problems for
them.
You can promote a lasting sense of resilience in your kids by:
1.

Having a positive attitude yourself. Your attitude as a parent impacts on their ability to bounce back
from some of the difficulties they face. Make sure you model a ‘you can do it’ attitude for your child
when he meets some of life’s curve balls.

2.

Look for teachable moments. Many kids’ learning opportunities are disguised as problems. Make
the most of these opportunities so that kids can grow and learn from some of the challenges they
face.

3.

Make kids active participants in the family. Active participation in a family develops the self-help,
problem-solving and independence skills of kids that are necessary for resilience.

4.

Build kids’ coping skills. There are plenty of strategies you can pass on to kids to help them cope
when life doesn’t go their way, including acceptance, getting away for awhile, and normalisation.

Promoting resilience in kids is a not a single event but a continuous process that requires adults to be
supportive and empathetic when things don’t go their way. It also requires you as a parent to have an
understanding of resilience, so you have faith in your yourself, and your child’s ability to cope.
http://www.parenting ideas.com.au/Parents/resilience.

Author Michael Grose

Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager

Ashwood High School
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Student Online Safety Sessions
Ashwood High School continues to be committed to providing information to promote safe & responsible
use of electronic devices. It is important for students to have a positive online presence and to equip them
with information they need to be safe when using digital technology.
For the third year, Optus’ digital education program, Digital Thumbprint was delivered at Ashwood High
School. The Year 7, 8 & 10 students had sessions delivered in class by a facilitator. Each of the
interactive workshops was tailored to the needs of specific year groups. The Year 9 students have had the
sessions in previous years and have covered content pertaining to online safety in their Inquiry sessions.

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Year 7 Digital Insight Developing discerning users
This workshop presents students with the vital information they need to become discerning
internet users. Concepts covered included information security, online business models
and terms and conditions.
Year 8 Digital Impact Creating a positive online identity
This workshop focused on the impact students have on themselves and others, including
how to help friends who may be facing anti-social activity. Concepts covered include
intention and impact, online identity and defending friends.
Year 10 Digital Ambition Using technology to help with study
In this workshop the students were given strategies to use technology to aid rather than
distract from their study. Concepts covered include productivity, time management
techniques and online study resources.
Some interesting websites to assist online safety:


Terms of Service; Didn’t Read
www.tosdr.org



How Secure is My Password?
www.howsecureismypassword.net



The Australian Communications & Media Authority
http://www.acma.gov.au/Home/Citizen/Stay%20protected/My%20online%20world/Staying%
20safe%20online



The Children’s E safety Commissioner.
Information to empower and encourage women to take control of the technology in their lives.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/

Ms Fiona Keech | Adolescent Health Nurse

Ashwood High School
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Year 10 Careers Expo
On 5 May all the Year 10 students attended the 2016 VCE Careers Expo at Caulfield Racecourse. At the
expo we got an insight into many different career/study options such as Law, Nursing, IT, Business,
Design, Trades and much more. All the Universities, Tafes and Private Training Providers were there
handing out brochures about various courses and helping us with valuable information on possible career
pathways. There were also various seminars on offer which provided us with more targeted information
on specific careers.

Transi ons & Pathways
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The Careers Expo was very interesting and had something there for everyone. After lunch we were lucky
enough to attend a Talk & Tour at Monash University Caulfield campus. Here we learnt about the study
options that Monash had to offer including pathway options into the university. A Monash University
student discussed what university life was like and how the university has industry connections which
allows students to take up internships/volunteer work and overseas study tours. This university was
impressive and a great experience for all the Year 10 students. We all gained valuable information about
career options and became familiar with the campus through a scavenger hunt activity.
We would like to thank Miss Phillips, Mr Rayner and Voula for attending the excursion with us and helping
us throughout the day as without these teachers this excursion would not have been possible.
Dipti Satur – Year 10

Throughout the coming weeks we will be organising for a number of speakers from a variety of Tertiary
institutions to present to the students at lunchtimes. These presentations will be open to all students but
will be of particular interest to the students from years 10, 11 and 12 as they plan their studies in the
Senior School and beyond.
One such event will be taking place on the 24th May with a presentation from JMC Academy. JMC is a
private institution offering degrees, diplomas and certificates in the Creative Industries. More information
can be found at their website: www.jmcacademy.edu.au/
Students are reminded to check Compass regularly for information regarding these events and the
Career’s Newsletter, which is posted fortnightly.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator/Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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TERTIARY
INSTITUTION
Australian Catholic University
Melbourne Campus
Ballarat Campus

OPEN DAYS 2016

DATE
Sun 14 August
Sun 28 August

TIME

CONTACT DETAILS

10am – 4pm
10am – 3pm

1300 ASK ACU
Email: opendayvic@acu.edu.au
h p://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/
future_students/undergraduate/
experience_uni_before_you_start/
open_day
1800 061 199
h p://www.acap.edu.au/
h p://www.anu.edu.au/study/events/anu
‐open‐day‐2016
h ps://www.bluemountains.edu.au/
openday2016/
1800 074 074
h ps://bond.edu.au/event/47613/2016‐

Australian College of Applied Psychology

Sun 14 August

10am – 2pm

Australian Na onal University

Sat 27 August

9am – 4pm

Blue Mountains Hotel School (Leura Campus)

Sat 3 September

10am – 2pm

Bond University

Sat 23 July

2pm – 6pm

Sun 21 August
Sun 28 August
Sun 7 August
Sun 21 August
Sun 28 August

10am – 3pm

Sun 28 August

10am – 3pm

1800 333 864
h p://federa on.edu.au/future‐students/

Various mes

1300 MY FUTURE h p://
www.holmesglen.edu.au/open

Box Hill Ins tute of TAFE
Lilydale Campus
Box Hill Campus
Deakin University & Deakin College
Warrnambool Campus
Geelong Campus (Waurn Ponds & Waterfront)
Melbourne (Burwood) Campus
Federa on University of Australia
Mount Helen Campus; SMB
Holmesglen Ins tute
Open Thursday’s – all campuses

La Trobe University & La Trobe Melbourne
Shepparton Campus
Melbourne (Bundoora) Campus
Bendigo Campus
Mildura Campus
Monash University
Peninsula Campus
Clayton & Caulfield Campuses
Parkville Campus (Pharmacy Focus)
Photographic Studies College

11 August
15 September
27 October
15 December

9am – 3pm
9am – 3pm
9am – 4pm

Fri 5 August
Sun 7 August
Sun 14 August
Sun 17 August

4pm – 7pm
3.30pm – 7.30pm
10am – 3pm
10am – 4pm

Sun 6 August
Sun 7 August
Sun 21 August
Sun 14 August

10am – 3pm
10am – 4pm
10am – 3pm
10am – 3pm

1300 269 445
www.boxhillins tute.edu.au
1800 334 733
h p://openday.deakin.edu.au/

1300 135 045
h p://www.latrobe.edu.au/openday

1800 666 274
www.monash.edu.au/openday

9682 3191

Navitas College of Public Safety
123 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne CBD
RMIT
City, Bundoora & Brunswick Campuses

Sun 14 August

10am – 2pm

Sun 14 August

10am – 4pm

1800 783 661
www.ncps.edu.au
9925 2260
www.rmit.edu.au/openday

Swinburne University
Hawthorn

Sun 31 July

10am – 4pm

1300 SWINBURNE
www.swinburne.edu.au/openday

University of Melbourne
Parkville & Southbank Campuses

Sun 21 August

9am – 4pm

Sun 28 August

10am – 3pm

Sun 14 August

10am – 4pm

Victoria University
Footscray Park campus
William Angliss Ins tute of TAFE

Ashwood High School
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1800 801 662
h ps://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/
explore/events/victoria_and_interstate/
victoria/

1300 VIC UNI
www.vu.edu.au/open‐day
1300 ANGLISS
h p://www.angliss.edu.au
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TERTIARY

OPEN DAYS 2016

Ge ng the most out of an Open Day
Most ins tu onal Open Days are held in late July and August (see over the page for Open Day dates). However, you
are more than welcome to contact an ins tu on to arrange a visit any me.
What happens on an Open Day?
On Open Day you can visit an ins tu on when it’s at its best. Everyone is there – academics, lecturers, current
students and informa on oﬃcers. More importantly, you can talk with academics, lecturers and current students
about what certain courses are actually like, and what is required to get into them.

Transi ons & Pathways
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Who should a end an Open Day?
Anyone who is considering studying at a terƟary level in the next few years should aƩend.
Why should you a end an Open Day?
Apart from the opportunity to obtain course informa on there are many other reasons why a ending an Open Day
is a good idea:







You are going to feel more comfortable arriving at a university or TAFE ins tute on the first day of classes if you
have been there before.
What is really involved in the course or courses you are interested in?
If you have to move away from home, where are you going to live?
Will you be happier studying in a large metropolitan ins tu on or a smaller, perhaps rural ins tu on?
What does the place ‘feel’ like? Is it a bustling environment with lots of ac vity or a quieter, more relaxed
campus set in landscaped grounds?
How are you going to get there? Is it close to public transport or should you start saving now for a car?

If you don’t know the answers to any of these ques ons, then you should a end an Open Day!











How to make the best of Open Days
To make your Open Day visits fun and informa ve, here are some pointers:
Write down a list of ques ons you would like to ask about par cular courses
Be there early. Crowds tend to develop as the day progresses
On arrival, get a map from a central point and ask for direc ons to the relevant facul es or schools
Ask ques ons!
Don’t spend the day collec ng printed informa on only. Use the opportunity to speak directly with academics
before applica ons close
Introduce yourself to selec on oﬃcers if you feel it is appropriate, but don’t be pushy
Check out the residen al colleges, if available. A er all, it is you that will be living there.
Walk around the campus. Have a good look! See what spor ng facili es and other services are available.
Enjoy the visit!

Not everyone can aƩend every Open Day and various InsƟtuƟons hold their Open Days on the same date! If you can’t
aƩend an Open Day and you are interested in a parƟcular insƟtuƟon, you may visit at other Ɵmes. If you wish to
speak to a parƟcular person, it is essenƟal to make an appointment first

This informa on was correct at the me of publica on. Students are encouraged to confirm mes themselves.
Addresses of ter ary ins tu ons are available via VTAC on www.vtac.edu.au or by ringing the ins tu on directly or
visi ng their website.
Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 are encouraged to go along to Open Days

Ashwood High School
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Parent / Community Partnerships
Important Student MYKI Information
Your Student Card may not be sufficient identification in order to purchase Concession fares.
For further information click here.
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It is great to see so many parents interested in helping our school by
being part of the newly launched Parents & Friends Network. We have
had a couple of meetings, brainstormed ideas on how we can assist
the students and teachers and even held our first fundraising event - a
raffle at the Student Led Conferences’ night. A huge thank you to
everyone who assisted in making this raffle a wonderful success. We
raised $325 and had a great night chatting to other school parents
and students as they waited for their next teacher appointment.
The 2016 committee has been selected and appointed. They are:Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Communications

Our meetings are on Wednesdays
7pm-8:30pm in the CLC, and are the
week before the School Council
meetings.
Everyone is welcome and if you need
to bring your children too, that is okay.
Meeting Schedule
| 20 July
8 June
26 Oct
| 23 Nov

| 17 Aug

Toni Peters
Robyn Creighton
Alison Holmes
Tarya Corben Spencer & Robyn Harding

We also had many of our parents at the Year 7 morning tea sharing a story and
drink with the students, parents and visiting primary school principals. And at
the recent Open Night - Ashwood Revealed, a few mums and a dad helped
make our visitors feel very welcome by providing tea, coffee and a few cakes
too.
Part of the current Ashwood High School rebuild includes asphalt tennis courts.
These will be multi-purpose courts for tennis, hockey and down-ball. Parents &
Friends Network will be raising funds to assist with the cost of upgrading the
asphalt surface to plexipave surface.

PFN TEAM AT OPEN NIGHT
Glenys, Alison, Robyn, Marc

Parent / Community Partnerships

Parents & Friends Network

At this stage it is guessed that the next Federal Election will be held on Saturday
2 July. Ashwood High School is a Polling Booth and it is hoped that the school
community will come together and provide a Sausage Sizzle, Raffle and Cake
Stall. Watch this space for more details on how you can be involved with this
great opportunity to raise funds from visiting people voting in the Federal
Election.

Ashwood High School

5TH PRIZE - Rosie Pryor
Melway

2ND PRIZE - Nutrimetics Hamper
Kerry Campbell
(photo not available)

1ST PRIZE - Linda Walker
Weekend holiday at beach house in
Inverloch
4TH PRIZE - Debra Gibson
Red Door perfume pack

Toni Peters
Chairman, AHS Parents
& Friends Network

3RD PRIZE - Tarya Corben
Wine & biscuits hamper

I look forward to meeting more Ashwood High School parents at forthcoming
meetings and functions. Any queries, suggestions, ideas, comments, etc. can be
emailed to pfn@ashwood.vic.edu.au
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