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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

Photos of Exams

Co-curricular Programs - Enhancing the Student
Culture
What a rich range of experiences Ashwood High
School students have recently undertaken. In fact
there are so many recent great student activities that
Cecilia Tan, (Office Administrator and Newsletter
Publisher) has had to be highly selective in order to
accommodate these images in our current Newsletter
format. There are a number of specific co-curricular
programs worthy of mention, these include: Year 7
Spectacular, AFL, soccer, netball, Year 7
interschool sport – soccer, netball; District Cross
Country; Interact Wheelathon; Year 10 Mock
interview program with Rotary Chadstone and East
Malvern; Year 12 Birthday Cake Celebrations, the
French Poetry Competition; Various excursions:
biology, art, photography and the Alpine School
experience for student leadership.
So much student effort!
So much voluntary teacher support!
Enormous parental appreciation and pride!
Congratulations to all those involved. It makes you
proud to be part of the Ashwood High School
community.
Year 7 Student Enrolments 2018 – ‘Jewel of the
East’
Our projected Year 7 enrolment for 2018 is 100. The
graph below clearly symbolises the positive growth at
our school.

priorities coming to fruition – Enhancing the Student
Culture, Growing Pride and Achievement, Valuing
Staff and Building Capacity and Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement. The
attendance of family members with students was
very much appreciated. The support of staff was
outstanding. On the night I think I coined the phrase
‘Ashwood High School - The Family School’.
Congratulations to Shelley Haughey, Student
Engagement, Wellbeing and Transitions Leader for
bringing the component parts together. Year 7
students demonstrated a sense of belonging with
people and place. It was great to see them taking
control of their learning. It was also a touching
moment when as a united chorus they sang Happy
Birthday to me (I was trying to keep this quiet!) thank
you.
Respectful Relationships – Enhancing the
Student Culture
School Council endorsed our School’s engagement
in Respectful Relationships. Lea Marrison, Student
Services Manager, is our School’s Liaison person.
Lea will be reporting on our involvement in this
program. While Ashwood High School has been
teaching respectful relationships in the curriculum for
many years, this initiative, developed by the
Department of Education, will strengthen our ability
to promote and model gender equity in everything we
do.

UPCOMING EVENTS
24 July
25 July
27 July
27 July
1 August
4 August
Year 7 Spectacular - good to GREAT
The Year 7 Spectacular, on Tuesday 27 June 2017,
was an outstanding example of all four school

Career’s Expo
NGV Perception - Psychology
Chances Booronda - Tetiary Aspirations Day
Australian Mathematics Competition
ICAS English Competition
Principal’s Award Ceremony
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Principal’s Parent Forum – Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
A Principal’s Parent Forum will be held in Term 3 to
engage with parents on the next phase of The Path
Forward at Ashwood High School. The Principal’s
Parent Forum will occur on Wednesday 23 August,
2017 commencing at 7:00pm in the Middle School
Centre (The Parents and Friends Network meeting will
follow the forum). It is intended that the parent forum
enable parents to deepen their understandings on the
School’s main focus areas for improvement and to
provide feedback. The main focus of the parent forum
will be centred on the following inquiry question:
 What knowledge and skills would you like to develop
as a parent to better support your child (in the home)
to be a successful student at high school?
After seeking input from parents it will be my intention to
present a list of possible strategies to assist parents in
their efforts to support their child(ren) to be aspirational
and successful students of Ashwood High School.
There has been an enormous increase in parent
participation at Student Led Conferences in recent
times. The intention will be to build on parents’ good will
and high aspirations and provide strategies that may be
of assistance in the home. The focus of the forum will
be centred on families and the school working together
to collectively increase student learning confidence and
student motivation.
Principal’s Student Forum – Enhancing the Student
Culture; Growing Pride and Achievement
In Term 3, students from across the school will have the
opportunity to engage in a Principal’s Parent Forum.
The focus of the student forum will be centred on the
following inquiry questions:
 How can Ashwood High School better promote
student voice – advocacy and agency?
 How can Ashwood High School genuinely engage
with student voice around practice excellence?
Please look out for dates of the forums on Compass. Dr
Ashwood High School

Khalife’, Assistant Principal will provide details to
students around how to submit expressions of interest
via Compass.
Principal’s Awards – Term 3 - Growing Pride and
Achievement
Three categories of Principal’s Awards will be presented
in Term 3 for the third consecutive year: Academic
Excellence, Academic Endeavour and Citizenship /
Leadership. These will be presented to eligible students
in the company of invited parent(s) / guardian(s). The
presentation of Principal’s Awards will occur on Friday 4
August 2017 (Week 3, Term 3). Letters of invitation will
be sent to parents of student recipients in Week 2 of
Term 2. Please find enclosed within this Newsletter the
rigorous Key Selection Criteria underpinning these
prestigious awards.
Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (ACE)
Program – Approved SEAL – Growing Pride and
Achievement
Testing for the ACE Program took place on Wednesday
21 June, 2017. Successful candidates will be notified
once this rigorous and comprehensive selection
process has been undertaken. There has been strong
interest in the ACE program and this is reflected in the
increased Year 7 projected enrolment for 2017.
Student Scholarships Program – Intake for 2017 –
Good to GREAT
Applications for the Student Scholarships program have
increased dramatically and we look forward to
interviewing applicants next term.
Subject Offerings 2018 – CAPs, VCE, VET & VCAL
Programs – Growing Pride and Achievement
Resource allocations for 2018 will be based on
providing a sustainable, guaranteed and viable
curriculum. We are preparing for our highly professional
and productive information sessions and subject
selection programs which will take place next term. It is
expected that all programs will be relevant, highly
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rigorous and based on high expectations and teaching
and learning excellence.
Examinations – Student Assessment and Reporting
- Growing Pride and Achievement
Semester 1 Exams for Year 7-11 took place for all
subjects during regular scheduled class time (Monday 5
June – Friday 9 June). The timetable continued to run
as usual throughout the week. Subjects were allocated
exam length based on the periods allocated. In
accordance with expectations, students’ attitudes to
their examinations were excellent.
The General Achievement Test (GAT) for all students
completing a Unit 3-4 VCE class was undertaken on
Wednesday 14 June. This test plays a role in the
calculation of students’ ATAR scores. Prior to the GAT,
the School facilitated a GAT (General Achievement
Test) professional learning session to all staff on 24 May
2017. The GAT supervisors commented favourably on
students’ concentration and work ethic.
A pupil free day on Friday 16 June 2017 was allocated
for Report writing. Report proof reading has continued in
Week 10 and 11. Reports will be published on Compass
on the last day of the school, Friday 30 June 2017.
There will be some noticeable changes to our student
reports this semester in line with the implementation of
the new Victorian Curriculum. Student Reports in 2017
will reflect:
 Student Attendance Data
 Assessment Tasks (Coursework, Topic Tests,
Exams)
 Ashwood High School Learning Values (C.H.O.I.R.)
 Victorian Curriculum Continuum
 Student Personal Learning Goals for students 7-10
NEVR Principal’s Regional Forum – Education State
– Good to GREAT
On Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 June I attended NEVR
Principal’s Regional Forum, Inspired Teaching and
Learning: Creating the Education State, at the
Convention Centre. Presentations were made by the
Deputy Premier, Secretary and Deputy Secretary,
interspersed with high calibre speakers from around the
world including: Professor David Woods, Mary Jean
Gallagher, Terry Dozier, and Lyn Sharratt. What did I
gain from the Conference? Presentations re-affirmed
the positive work that has occurred, is occurring and will
continue to occur at Ashwood High School.
PIVOT for example, allows for a process of information
gathering around student engagement and learning to
inform professional practice; through the effective use of
learning intentions, success criteria, descriptive
feedback, peer and self-assessment and individual goal
setting. As a school we are focussed on high yield
strategies to affect student achievement through
relationship building, effective management of
resources and time and the mitigation of challenges.
These high yield strategies impact the learning of self
and others. At Ashwood High School we have a positive
school culture that enables staff to know what makes a
difference to each student as a person and as a learner.
It is putting a face to student learning data that makes
Ashwood High School

the difference. Our professional learning program is
focused on building the capacity of staff to make
emotional connections to and having cognitive insights
into each student across all classroom. As a school we
are guided by a belief that all leaders, teachers and
students can and will achieve.
Member of Course Advisory for Deakin - Master of
Education (Leadership and Management) –
Education State – Good to GREAT
I have accepted an invitation to join the Course Advisory
Board for the Master of Education (Leadership and
Management) at Deakin University. This is Deakin’s
education leadership course whose students are current
and aspirant school leaders. Making a positive
contribution to leadership at a system level will help to
build leadership excellence across the government
school system into the future.
Building Program – Stage 2 – Growing Pride and
Achievement
Demolition of the old buildings (Portable / Blue Room
and Science building) has been completed. An
Indigenous Garden is being planned for part of this area
by Year 8 students involved in an integrated studies
unit. Landscaping for the Stage 2 of the building
program has commenced. School Council has approved
for the completion of fence construction along Vannam
Drive and High Street to the former ‘Caretaker’s’
property. The completion of this fencing will complement
the high quality signage that has been erected in recent
times.
60th Birthday Celebration Committee of Management
- Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
The planning of our school’s 60th celebration has begun.
If you have interest in joining the committee for the 60th
celebration, please contact Donna Mineo via email
mineo.donna.a@edumail.vic.gov.au The Committee of
Management will be comprised of:
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Donna Mineo - Chair
Robyn Floyd (past student) – Vice Chair
2 x additional staff
3 x additional past students
4 x present students
4 x current / past parents

Happy, Safe and Rewarding Winter Study Break
It has been an enormously satisfying year to date. I
would like to thank students, staff and parents on
your contribution to a wonderful semester of
learning. I wish all families and staff a safe and
restful break. I encourage all students involved in
study break classes to embrace the revision
opportunities offered by our wonderful staff. I look
forward to seeing you all safe and sound on Monday
17 July, 2017. During the break I will be attending
and presenting findings from my PhD at the
Australian
Teacher
Education
Association
Conference in Brisbane. This commitment to
professional learning and ongoing study is highly
stimulating and challenging; it benefits my school
leadership work as Principal of Ashwood High
School.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
30 June 2017
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Criteria for Principal’s Awards
The Principal’s awards recognise students who have distinguished themselves by virtue of their excellent academic
results, academic endeavour, citizenship and leadership skills in the first semester of each year.
Award

Criteria

Principal’s Award for
Academic Excellence






Must have received a predominance of A+ and As for subjects in the report
cycle for Semester 1
Must have received the highest descriptor for all work habits profiles
No Coordinator Detentions
No Suspensions

Principal’s Award for
Academic Endeavour





Must have received the highest descriptor for all work habits profiles
No Coordinator Detentions
No Suspensions

Principal’s Award for
Citizenship and Leadership





Has made a serious commitment to the school
Has been able to communicate with other students effectively
Has made a contribution in at least 2 of the following areas:
➢ to other students, e.g. Peer Support Leader, Peer Mentoring, Cross Age
tutoring
➢ as a student leader, e.g. House, SRC, School Captaincy
➢ to a school program, e.g. Student forums, Ashwood High School Revealed,
assemblies, debating, working bees, Primary School visits
➢ On school commitees, e.g. School Council, Education sub-committee
➢ Leading the planning of events or activities, e.g. Lunchtime activities
➢ Coach or assistant coach of a student sports team
➢ Made links between school and the broader community, outstanding
commitment to ‘Community Engagement, e.g. Rotary Club
Exemplary cooperation skills with teachers and students
Must have received the highest descriptor for all work habits profiles
No Coordinator Detentions
No Suspensions
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THANK YOU
A big thank you to Rosie Pryor who gives up her time
planting and weeding our school gardens.
Rosie is often seen on weekends working tirelessly to keep
them looking their best.

Ashwood High School
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Student Voice
Human history is littered with examples of societal
beliefs which over time have been proven to be wrong.
Not that long ago, it was considered that Aboriginal
people should not be counted as part of the Australian
population; that girls did not need an education; that
women did not have the intelligence or capability to be
doctors, engineers or to vote; that lobotomies
(operations during which holes were drilled in a
patient’s head and brain cells were destroyed) were a
good thing; that the earth was flat. A common one was
that children should be seen and not heard.
How ridiculous do these ideas sound today!
Student Voice is a priority at Ashwood High School as
well as being a key component of the Victorian
education system. Students have unique perspectives
on learning and teaching; each of our experiences is
personal and varied. Gone are the days when students
were expected to sit at their desks and passively
absorb what was being communicated to them. And
rightly so!
Students should have the opportunity to actively
engage with, contribute to and shape their education.
They can do so by contributing to the decision making
processes and collectively influencing the outcomes by
presenting their views, their concerns and their ideas.
Through this, they also learn and develop.
At Ashwood we actively encourage and promote such
participation. Opportunities for involvement are
numerous and include: Student Leadership positions;
School Council and Education Subcommittee
membership; Student Representative Council; Student
Forums; student led activities and initiatives such as
Interact; volunteering; suggestion box; just to name a
few.
The Attitudes to School Survey is yet another example
of student’s ability to have their say and thus influence

GAT, Exams & Reporting
The students are to be congratulated on the diligence
and preparation they have shown during GAT and
Exams.
The General Achievement Test (GAT) for all students
completing a Unit 3-4 VCE class was undertaken on
Wednesday 14 June. The test is a three hour test with
a number of different components. This test plays a
role in the calculation of the student's ATAR scores at
the end of the year, particularly if a student receives
special consideration during exam time and requires a
Derived Exam Score (DES), does not sit the exam, or
there are huge anomalies between the School
Assessed Coursework and the end of year exam. The
School facilitated a GAT (General Achievement Test)
professional learning session to all staff on 24 May,
followed by one-to-one discussions between individual
VCE teachers and the external coach, Dr Carmel
Richardson. The focus of these discussion is to derive

Ashwood High School

the decision making processes within the School.
Conducted annually and completed by all students in
Years 4 to 12 in all Victorian Government Schools, the
survey seeks to gather students’ perspectives and
experiences whilst at school. Posed as statements,
students are asked to rate each one on a scale ranging
from ‘Strongly Agree’ to ‘Strongly Disagree’. Feedback
covers areas such as: the way teachers teach and how
empathic and understanding they are; expectations for
success and classroom behaviours; how interesting
tasks are and the extent to which learning is tailored for
individuals; student motivation levels, learning
confidence and resilience; sense of belonging and
connectedness to the school; transition experiences –
from primary to secondary school for Year 7 students
and ’Transition to Adult Life’ for those in Years 10 to
12.
Data generated by this survey is analysed at the school
level by staff, School Council, student representatives
through Forums and incorporated into the decision
making processes to identify areas of strength and
targets for further improvement.
For the first time, the Attitudes to School Survey this
year was online. It was conducted on a class by class
basis from the 22 May to 13 June, with additional two
catch up sessions for students who may have been
absent at the scheduled time for their class. We now
await the results and look forward to analysing what
our students are telling us and once we have done so,
sharing the findings with the school community.
Of course, the Attitudes to School Survey is just one in
a plethora of Student Voice options available to our
students. We do not want them to be silent. We want
them to ROAR and continually share with us their
thoughts, the experiences, their ideas!!

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORTS

Ms Anna Kukuruzovic | Assistant Principal — Student
Engagement & Wellbeing

strategies for differentiation in classroom and to use
GAT data to inform teaching.
Whilst it is important that all students use this term
break as an opportunity to relax and re-energise in the
lead up to VCE exams, students need to maintain the
momentum and use the break to revise and explore
any additional term-break classes that may be offered
by their teachers.
Exams
The school held Year 7-11 exams from 5 - 9 June.
Students sat for these exams within their normal
scheduled classes. Exams prepare students for the
rigours of the senior years of schooling. It allows the
students to become more familiar with the exam
environment and the strategies to prepare for VCE
assessment. I hope all students had the opportunity to
review their exams and use the feedback they received
from their teachers to plan for next semester. Whilst
exams are seen by students as an opportunity to
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reflect and consolidate upon their learning, staff are
enabled through these exams to enhance the learning
environment, and identify areas for growth to further
challenge students to achieve their full potential.
Semester 1 Reports
Semester 1 Academic Reports will be published on
Compass on the last day of term. The report will
provide information about your child’s progress against
the Victorian Curriculum Achievement Standards in all
subjects, learning task assessments, exams and
attendance per subject.
Student reports provide students, teachers and
parents with a clear and concise picture of a student’s
achievement and progress at a point in time. Teachers
make informed and consistent decisions about student
progress against the achievement standards using a
variety of assessments and observations to inform
their judgement. They map the student’s learning
against the achievement standards, and place the
student on the learning continuum that best reflects
the student’s level of performance and progress. If you
have any concerns or questions about your child’s
report please email the relevant classroom teacher.
An email advising you that the reports are available
will be sent along with instructions for access. Please
read the report with your son/daughter and pay
particular attention to the improvement comments
made by the classroom teachers. The reports are
provided as not just a review of what has already
happened, but as a means of improving future
performance.
Year 10-12 Immunisations – Meningococcal
The Council’s Immunisation Services for the
Meningococcal W Disease vaccination for Years 11-12
were held on 27 June. For Year 10 Students, the
vaccine is now scheduled on Wednesday 9 August
2017 - Week 4 Term 3. The Years 10 – 12 Secondary
School Vaccine Program consent cards were sent
home with students on Wednesday 24 May. Thank
you to all parent(s)/guardian(s) for taking this
opportunity to protect their children against this serious
disease and returning the consent cards.
General Items
It is the time of year where there are many viruses and
illnesses amongst us. If you are genuinely sick you
should stay home and recover. If you are absent from
a SAC/SAT or exam you MUST have a medical
certificate. All absences require parental authorisation,
by phoning the office or coordinator, emailing
coordinator or completing the absence approval letter
on Compass.
Please remember to check your school emails and
Compass regularly. Teachers will communicate with
students using the school email address. If you
experience any difficulty using your school email

Ashwood High School

address please contact the IT technicians immediately.
Planning for 2018 Education Subcommittee
The School is currently updating its policies to ensure
that our policies, operations and procedures are
aligned with the best practice and are reflective of DET
and the Victorian Registration and Qualification
Authority (VRQA). The Education Sub-committee
oversees the development and review of policies and
makes recommendations to School Council for
endorsement / ratification. Some of the key policies
under review and/or development this year include but
not limited to: Enrolment, Teaching and Learning,
Assessment, Excursions and Incursions Policies.
Parents who would like to be involved in providing
feedback on these policies are encouraged to contact
me.
Camps Feedback
Thank you to the parents who expressed their views
through Parents and Friends about the various camps
we held in Terms 1 and 2. Students provided feedback
on each Camp via Compass Surveys. Thank you to
participants in these surveys. These views will be
considered in the planning of future camps and the
development/review of the Camps Policy at Ashwood
High School.
ICT
It would be appreciated if all parents and students
could complete the parent or student survey regarding
the use of ICT in the school. This survey is an
important vehicle for collecting and analysing data
related to the reliability, accessibility and usefulness of
ICT in the school. Students should be checking
Compass daily as it will show any room changes on
their schedule. Relevant information will be on the
Newsfeed and it is part of your developing
independence to take responsibility for reading and
acting upon this information.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)
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Key Dates for Term 3


Curriculum Day is a pupil free day and this will be
held in Week 5, Tuesday 15 August



Student Led Conferences for students will be held
in Week 6, Thursday 24 August. Details and
bookings for these conferences will be provided
early in Term 3.

Semester 1 has certainly passed by quickly; as always
there have been many activities and much hard work.
Congratulations to all who have worked their hardest,
achieved their goals and contributed to our positive
school and community culture. I hope that you have
an enjoyable and relaxing term break and come back
refreshed and energised for Term 3.
Dr Mohsen Khalifé | Assistant Principal — Curriculum,
Operations, Logistics & Learning

Page 6 Parent Newsletter No 4

The Acoustic Night this year was
bigger and better than ever. With over
20 musical items, each performer
was given the opportunity to show our
family, staff and friends what we've
been working on throughout the first
semester of the year. The decision
that each performer had to introduce their own item
also helped us develop our confidence, which was
translated into the performances. It was a great
evening and it was great to see performers and
teachers alike working really hard to make it successful
and enjoyable!
Daisy-May Creighton - Year 12
School Captain

I was nervous playing the
keyboard for the first time in
front of a big crowd.
Emma Mahon - Year 9

It was fun practising for the
Acoustic Night in our new,
large choir.
Julie Moeller - Year 9

It was a really cool
experience to sing for the
first time and I would like to
do it again.
Mikhella Casanova - Year 9

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ACOUSTIC NIGHT
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The upcoming mid-year break is a good opportunity for our senior students to rest and regroup before the rigours
of Term 3. It is also a good opportunity for students to review their work habits of the first semester and make any
necessary adjustments to ensure a smooth and positive outcome for the year. This should include revision and
summary of Unit 1 and 3 coursework, for our VCE students, and planning and preparation of major projects for
our VCAL students. There will also be a number of teachers available in the first week of the break to work with
the students and all students are encouraged to attend these sessions. Please check Compass for details.
Students will also have tasks to complete over this break.
All Year 11 VCE students have recently completed their Unit 1 exams and should use these as a guide for their
reflection in terms of the need for ongoing study and also exam preparation. The Year 12 students and a number
of Year 11s also recently completed the GAT. This is a General Achievement Test that is administered externally
by VCAA and is used as one of the guides to monitor student assessments, and assist with Derived Exam Scores
if required. As has been the case for many years our student’s behaviour in the exam space was again befitting
the high expectations that we always have for our students and also demonstrated their understanding of the
implications of not taking this task seriously.
To further assist our Year 12 VCE students in their preparations for the end of year exams all students
participated in an “Ace Your Exams” session run by Elevate Education on Monday June 26. Students are
encouraged to regularly review the information provided and, in addition to the subject specific information
provided by their teachers, to start their planning and preparation for November. As provided to the students
recently the end of year exam timetable has been published by VCAA and is available on their website:
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
The VCAL students finalised their PDS work on road safety with group presentations and a visit to Le Mans go
karting track on Tuesday June 27 and will now be looking to preparing for their group community projects for Unit
2.
To celebrate the hard work and determination of our Year 12s in Semester 1 we continued with our long held
tradition of a birthday celebration for the students, with a morning tea in the Senior Learning Centre on Monday 26
June.
Thank you in advance to those staff members who have dedicated their time to support students during the break.
Term Break classes: Term 2

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Business Management – LIT- Thursday 6 of July, 12:00 – 3:00pm VC5
HHD Year 11 – TEE- Tuesday 4 July – Friday 7 July, 11:00am – 2:00pm C8
I wish all of our students and staff a safe and restful break, returning in Term 3, ready to hit the ground running.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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As Semester 1 draws to a close this allows us the time to reflect on all of the things that have taken place that
have engaged students in their learning and connected them to their school. And there have been plenty.
The SRC organized the World’s
Greatest Shave towards the end of
last term. Shakira Holmes and
Mandy Yu cut their hair VERY short
for the wonderful cause. We also had
a free dress day and crazy hair
spraying. In total the SRC raised
$306.15 that went to the Leukemia
Foundation.
At the Athletics Day while everyone
was running and jumping their hearts
out for their house and the Student
leaders were busy cooking away to
keep everyone fed and watered. They sold over 300 sausages in bread and 40 hamburgers, raising a grand
total of $560.00. This money will be going towards sporting equipment for the students to use at lunchtimes as
well as a donation to the States Schools Relief that help so many of our families in need.
The camps have all taken place for this year – except for the interstate trip that is optional for Year 9 and 10
students and this will be launched in Week 11. If there are enough students interested in going and that pay
their deposit then the trip will go ahead in the final weeks of the year.
Year 7 students have completed their first semester at Ashwood High School and have done so in a way that
makes us as a school extremely proud. On Tuesday 27 June We held Year 7 Spectacular where the students
performed and shared a meal with their family to celebrate their achievement of a smooth transition into the
Ashwood High School community.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

Year 8 families are urged to read the letter regarding school bags. It is a compulsory part of the school uniform
and as this cohort was the first to wear the whole new uniform it is compulsory for them to all have one and use
it all the time. The letter is on the Compass news feed and the event is on compass if you wish to take up the
special offer.
Students are reminded to be collecting their School Colour certificates of nomination for their folio submission
at the end of the year. They should be keeping the certificates in a safe place and getting ready to write their
letter of application to Mr Moore at the end of Term 3.
From a staffing perspective, I would like to thank all the
staff that have made these amazing co-curricular
activities happen, without the dedicated team of staff
that we have at Ashwood High School the students
would not benefit from these experiences. Special
thanks go to the four House Coordinators
John Sheehan, Katie Grounds, Brigitte Ferguson and
Meg McLellan. These staff members go above and
beyond to care for the wellbeing and learning of
students and are exemplary at what they do.
The staff have also been busy raising funds for worthy
causes also. In May, the Staff Association held a
morning tea for the Cancer Council. The Year 11 and
12 Food Studies class as part of their assessment
provided all of the food which meant that the staff were
able to raise $251.70 for the charity.
I hope that everyone in the Ashwood High School community has a safe break and come back refreshed for
another exciting term at Ashwood High School.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Ashwood High School
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This term has been quite jam packed but a lot of great stuff has
been happening!
The Year 12s sat the GAT (General Achievement Test) and are
just beginning Unit 4 studies in the coming weeks. Meanwhile,
Year 7-11 students sat their mid-year exams which by the
sounds of things were quite successful!
Our House Athletics Carnival was held on Tuesday 23 May and
we were both happy to see the level of participation by the
student body! Whether it was participation in events or helping
out on the day at activities or the BBQ, it was great to see every- Daisy-May Creighton
Jack Burdett
one involved. Girls, in particular, across many year levels have
been venturing out of the school to represent us at various inter-school sports and the District Cross Country
was also a great opportunity for our sporting students. Congratulations to those who competed in all of these
events.
The Drama Club just finished a great unit of French theatre and are looking forward to starting a new theatre
style soon. Interact is also booming with the International Project this year being a Wheel-a-thon held at our
school on Saturday the 24th of June. The aim is to raise funds for the purchase of wheelchairs for kids in
developing countries.
The Acoustic Night performance was a fantastic opportunity for music students to show what has been done
over the first semester of the year. It was a very enjoyable night and it was amazing to see the talent of
many of our students.
House Captains have also been hard at work. They have been organising and running STAR Wars for
students in Years 7-10 during their STAR group periods. STAR Wars began its first week with a trivia
competition using Kahoot, a trivia site enjoyed by all students. Each week a new activity was chosen to keep
it mixed up and fun. STAR Wars was a very enjoyable activity for many students.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

It was great to see the number of students participating in the ICAS Science Competition which gives them
the opportunity to compare their knowledge, skills and ability with those of students in the same cohort. With
the ICAS English and Maths competitions coming up next term, we encourage all students to take up the
challenge and participate.
Daisy-May Creighton and Jack Burdett
Ashwood High School
School Captains

Now anyone can help our school earn points to purchase amazing
equipment. Just shop at Woolworths to earn one sticker for
every $10 spent from 26 July, while stocks last.

Ashwood High School
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Year 8 Camp Sunnystones

At the beginning of Term 2 the Year 8 students went on camp to Camp Sunnystones in Merrimu, bordering the
Long Forrest Nature Conservation Reserve. The students spent four days building and refining their team work
skills, resilience and connectedness to their peers. After hiking the Coimadai Track into camp, students settled into
the homely environment of Camp Sunnystones and begun their action-packed itinerary of adventure and survival
themed activities including:
 The Survival Game – where students took on the persona of herbivores, carnivores, humans or diseases in an
epic battle for survival
 Low ropes initiatives
 Archery (I believe Mr. Tipping shot the winning bulls-eye!)
 Canoeing
 Raft building… followed promptly by raft submerging!
 Geocaching
 Survival Shelter Building – where students tested their hand-built huts against the wind (a couple of
basketballs) and rain (Miss Grounds and Mr Tipping with water buckets!)

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

The students also went on a few bushwalks, met lots of kangaroos and experienced a spectacular campfire with
giant marshmallows provided by Mrs Bares
I would like to commend all the Year 8 students who attended camp for their active engagement in all activities,
particularly at the Activities/Trivia night where so many students participated in a range of competitive activities
that got the crowd cheering and laughing! They conducted themselves very well and received positive feedback
from many of the Camp Sunnystones staff.
Many thanks go to the following Ashwood staff members for giving up their time to make the camp such a positive
and worthwhile event; Chris Tipping, Jessie Coe, Karen Bares and Julie Clearwater.
STAR Wars

During Term 2, students in Years 7-10 competed in an epic STAR
Wars battle trying their hardest to earn points for their houses and win
the overall House Challenge. The House Captains and Vice Captains
worked tirelessly to prepare and present a wide variety of team
challenges each week that were fun and engaging for all.
Congratulations to Flynn House who won the 2017 STAR Wars
Competition! A breakdown of the final results is listed below.
Flynn House – 121 Points
Cowan House – 100 Points
Paterson House – 96 Points
Melba House – 51 Points
House Co-ordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Ms Katie Grounds (Flynn House), Ms Meg McLellan (Melba House),
Ms Brigitte Ferguson (Paterson House),

Ashwood High School
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Three international students, Kaye Liang, Kelly Xiao and I represented Ashwood High School at the International
Student Forum which was held in the State Library on Tuesday 16 May. The Forum was organized by the
International Education Department.
At the Forum, there were more than 50 government and non-government schools participating. First, we were
put into different table groups with students from different schools. Then, in each table, we were asked to
discuss questions relevant to the international student programs in Victorian schools. In each table, we had
different topics for students to discuss. Topics included how to improve intercultural understanding, how to
improve international students’ experience in Melbourne and how to build up good relationships between local
students and international students. Basically, all the topics we discussed were on how to improve the
International Student Program from the student's perspective.
The International Student Forum was a good opportunity for students to give recommendations about their own
understanding of the international students in Victoria and to share different ideas with each other. After this
event, Kaye, Kelly and I collected information that we had received from other students and we came up with
some thoughts about the International Student Program at our school.
Firstly, we have decided for next year that we should have a five-day Chinese New Year celebration in our
school with different cultural events each day to share with all the students in the school. Secondly, we want to
develop an orientation day video about Ashwood High School to be presented to new international students to
give them an idea about their future school. Thirdly, we would like to introduce a 'buddy' system which will pair
up a new international student with a local student to help the international student fit into school better. Finally,
we would like to organize a culture club for all students from different cultural backgrounds. Everyone can come
to this club during lunch time or after school to learn and share knowledge of different cultures in order to build
up intercultural understanding.
In conclusion, what we have really learnt from the International Student Forum is that improving the International
Student Program is not only a school's job but it involves the whole community. As long as the school, teachers,
local students and international students work together, we can make the International Student Program even
better and offer the international students a more enjoyable experience at Ashwood High School.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Rachel Zhang - International Student Captain

Rachel Zhang, Kaye Liang and Kelly Xiao did a fantastic job representing Ashwood High School at the

International Student Forum
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

CONGRATULATIONS!
At Ashwood High School, we like to celebrate the success of our students.
We would like to congratulate Matilda Stanton of Year 7 who has progressed to the
School aerobics National Championships after her team was awarded state champions
at the last competition!
We wish Matilda every success!

Ashwood High School
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Uni Open Day
On Thursday 11 May, all Year 11 and Year 12 international students attended the Uni Open day held at the
Melbourne City Town Hall. This education expo was especially designed for international students who are
currently studying in high schools in Victoria. On that day, there were a large number of representatives from
different universities and TAFE colleges in attendance to advise the students regarding courses in tertiary
education. Many universities were there such as Monash University, RMIT University, La Trobe University,
Deakin University and Swinburne University. There were also universities from other states that took part in the
Uni Expo.
It was a unique opportunity for international students to obtain first hand information from all the major
universities and selected TAFE institutions. The representatives from the different tertiary institutions assisted
the international students in selecting future academic and career paths. We were also able to collect brochures
and booklets regarding courses and fees of the different tertiary institutions.
My friends and I gained information that will assist us in making our decisions regarding tertiary education. The
Uni Open Day was a wonderful experience.
Ruby He - Year 12 Student

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Year 10 Outdoor Education.
On Tuesday 20 June, the Year 10 students experienced outdoor cooking as part of their Outdoor Education. The
international students had a great time learning the skills of outdoor cooking from their teacher, Mr Chris Tipping.

Ashwood High School
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I had the very great honour of visiting Shakira Holmes and Xander Morgan at the Alpine School Campus in
Dinner Plain on Friday 23 June for the presentation of their Community Learning Project. School representatives
from across Victoria came to hear 45 Alpine Campus students present their projects.
Xander and Shakira will present their project and plans to the school community upon their return. Please look
out for their news in the next newsletter. It was a joy to see their happy faces and to hear of their exciting
adventures and ambitious plans for the Ashwood High School community for 2017.
Ms Catherine Preston
Alpine School Liaison Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Please note that Semester Reports are published on Compass on Friday 30 June. Parents/carers are
encouraged to sit down and review the reports with their children. Reports can be printed or viewed online.
Student reports provide students, teachers and parents with a clear and concise picture of a student’s
achievement and progress at a point in time. Teachers make informed and consistent decisions about
student progress against the achievement standards using a variety of assessments and observations to
inform their judgement. They map the student’s learning against the achievement standards, and place the
student on the learning continuum, that best reflect the student’s level of performance and progress.
You may notice some changes to our student reports this semester in line with the implementation of the
new Victorian Curriculum in all government and Catholic schools from the beginning of 2017. The Victorian
Curriculum replaces the previous AusVELS curriculum.
The Victorian Curriculum is structured as a single developmental learning continuum and is organised by
levels not years of schooling. The curriculum consists of Towards Foundation Levels A to D and Levels
Foundation to 10. All curriculum areas have achievement standards, describing what students are able to
understand and do.
All students progress along the learning continuum at their own rate and from their own starting point.
Students are taught at the level that suits their needs, rather than being taught to the year level and age
group they are in. Teachers provide learning opportunities to support the learning for all students, including
those students with additional learning needs or a disability.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Congratulations to all students for successfully surviving the first exam period for 2017 and completing
their studies for Semester 1! Students should by now have received feedback on their results and reflected
upon their preparation and completion of exams.

Please keep in mind that as this is a new curriculum this report is not designed nor should be compared to
previous years’ reports. Further information about the Victorian Curriculum can be found online at:
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/ or by contacting myself the school.
Have a restful and rejuvenating break!
Ms Natalie Same | Head of Curriculum/ACE Coordinator

Scholarships for Year 7 2018
Ashwood High School offers scholarships for entry in Year 7 in the following categories:


Academic Scholarship



Sporting Excellence Scholarship



Leaders and Community Spirit Scholarship



Instrumental Music Scholarship



Performing Arts Scholarship (new in 2018)

Applications can be made online or via the website www.ashwood.vic.edu.au

Ashwood High School
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Merri’s Creek Fieldwork Project – Year 9 Humanities
On 16 May the Year 9 Humanities classes (9A & 9B) went to Merri’s
Creek to participate in a Field Work Project. Their investigation of the
creek began at Clifton Hill and ended at Studley Park with a visit to
Dight’s Falls on the way. The student’s objective on the day was to
assess the walkability of the selected section of Merri’s Creek from
the perspective of different user groups. For example mothers’ with
prams and pushers, the elderly, people in wheelchairs or on crutches,
fit people using the path for running or cycling and other groups
includes young families and skateboarders. For the Fieldwork various
groups brought props such as a wheelchair, skateboard and pusher
to get a more realistic understanding of their
user group that they were investigating. As
part of their work students were required to take several field sketches and photographs along the walk to be annotated post excursion to assist in the production of a
group walkability map which is in addition to their Field Reports. As part of gathering
information students were also required to survey various members of the general
public that they encountered on the walk.
Overall we were very lucky on the day and had amazing weather for the excursion
and generally speaking the day was a great success.
Ms Karen Bares | Allied Learning Area Coordinator - English/LOTE/Humanities

“On 16 May the Year 9 students went on a walkability fieldwork excursion along the Merri Creek trail. We all
met at Flinders Street station and caught a train to Rushall Station then walked a short distance to the
beginning of the trail. We gathered data at Dights falls (where we did our field sketch) and Studley Park
(where we were sent off in groups to survey people and look around), we took a wheelchair and a pram with
us to determine the walkability of the area for people who may have to use these items, we also took a
skateboard. After we had finished walking around Studley Park we walked to the Victoria Park station then
caught the train back to Flinders Street.”

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

English/Humanities/LOTE

Sarah Lobbe

“On 16 May all Year 9 Humanities students participated in an excursion which tested the walkability of
different trails and areas. During this walk we ventured through Merri’s Creek trail and followed ourselves
down to Dights Falls where we saw an amazing view with crashing water and waterfalls from standing behind
a fence on the edge of beauty.
Overall during this excursion, we had to interview individual people amongst the way, we tested all different
situations on this walk such as an elderly person, 11-year-old fit skateboarder or someone in a wheelchair
seeing how difficult it would be if someone was less able.
This excursion was a huge success with students all gaining a deeper understanding on walkability.”
Eric Peters

Ashwood High School
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Berthe Mouchette Poetry Competition
The Alliance Française Poetry Competition took place on Friday 2 June at Ashwood High School. 155 Year
7, 8 and 9 French students participated in this popular annual event held throughout the state. Students were
required to learn and recite a French poem, which was performed to examiners from the Alliance Française
de Melbourne. Congratulations to the many students who participated and overcame performance jitters to
embrace a unique opportunity of practising and extending their French oral skills beyond the classroom.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

English/Humanities/LOTE

Many thanks to the French teachers and Madame Martin (volunteer parent) for encouraging and supporting
students with the learning the poems and the many parents/guardians, who assisted their students at home,
in achieving a successful outcome.
Ms Vicky Dernikos | English/French/Humanities Teacher

“This Term all Year 7 – 10 French students participated in the Alliance Française Poetry competition. The
year 7’s practised Chouette La Rentrée in class and at home so we all could be graded by an examiner. It
was very fun and a little nerve racking but all in all, everyone had a great time”.
Jake Larking - Year 7

“On Friday 2 June, the Year 7 participated in the French poetry competition with the French poem “Chouette,
c’est la rentrée” by Sylvie Poillevé. The poem was about how some people love everything about the first
day of school, and some people hate the first day of school. All the students did extremely well and the
examiners were very impressed”.
Abby Helm - Year 7

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.

Ashwood High School
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As part of their study of forces, 7A used a Van de Graaff generator to create a build-up of electric charge.
By touching the metal dome of the generator, the build-up of negative charge was transferred to their bodies.
As like charges repel each other, this can most clearly be seen as the strands of now negatively charged
hair try to get as far away from each other as possible.
Amelia, Daisy and Holly demonstrated the effect of repulsion of like charges with quite spectacular results.
Ms Kath Robinson | Science Teacher

Amelia-May Kaiser

Holly Bampton

Daisy Jones

Year 12 Chemistry Excursion to Deakin University

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Year 7 Science

On Thursday 25 May, the Year 12 Chemistry class visited the Institute
for Frontier Materials at Deakin University to complete their final
practical investigation of Unit 3 Chemistry.
The practical component of VCE Chemistry is vital as it allows
students to witness first-hand the chemical phenomena discussed in
class and use their Chemistry skills to explain their observations.
Access to the laboratory facilities at Deakin University and the
expertise of their research staff allow us to perform investigations far
more complex than those usually possible in a high school science
laboratory.
This year with the introduction of the new study design, we explored the voltages required to plate different
metals from solution and the order in which the metals plated onto titanium mesh.
The picture below shows a Scanning Electron Microscope image of a piece of titanium mesh which the
students coated in copper crystals. In the middle, an area approximately half a millimetre wide has not been
coated properly and the titanium metal can be seen through the gap.
Ms Kate Davis | Maths and Science Allied Learning Area Coordinator

Ashwood High School

The Year 12 Chemistry class with
Dr. Anthony Somers at Deakin University
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The junior levels of Design and Technology have also been abuzz in the last week of term
with students finishing their projects – Year 8s completing their electric dragsters and Year
7s completing their plywood skateboards, shaped and cut by the students themselves.
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology

Ashwood High School

Sarah Wang, Cat
Cage, Sterling Silver
plated Brass, 2016

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

At the end of 2016 Sarah Wang won the Precision Plating award for student achievement in
Metalwork at the Year 10 level. She received a $250 plating prize for her winning piece.
Sarah’s detailed “Cat cage” was recently plated with sterling silver, originally constructed in
brass, the silver plating really made the intricate and imaginative work shine! We would like
to thank Rob Legg and the team from Precision Plating for their continued support of the
Ashwood High School Design and Technology Metals program.
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A busy second half of Term 2, was highlighted by the Senior Girls Netball and Boys Soccer, the
Intermediate Girls Netball, Boys Soccer and Boys/Girls Badminton and the Year 8 Girls Netball, Boys
Soccer and Boys/Girls Badminton. Well done to all competitors in these events! It is terrific to see such
great participation across the year levels.
A huge congratulations to the Intermediate Boys Badminton team of Michael Wang, Jay Zhang,
Stuart Peters and Jenson Zhou. They have progressed to the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Finals. The
boys dominated at the Mullum Division meet and will now face some of the best teams from the EMR
on Friday 4 August.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

Interschool Sport

And another huge congratulations to the runners who competed at the Mullum Division Cross Country
Carnival on Monday 29 May (see photo below). Several students, including Jas Ardern,
Tommy Bradley-Malcolm, Mikki Casanova, Nyapal Giek, Sam Gosbell, Declan Johnson, Jakob Moeller,
Max Piatella, Blake Tulau, Nina Walsh and Jackson Webster progressed to the EMR Cross Country

Carnival. They competed against the best runners in the Eastern Metropolitan Region on Tuesday 20
June. A brilliant effort by all runners, was highlighted by Jakob Moeller, who finished 15th, narrowly
missing out on progressing to the State Finals!
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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The second half of Term 2 has been incredibly busy and
exciting in the ACE Program. After completing all of their
exams, ACE students have undertaken an Integrated Inquiry
Project. The Year 7 class has been working on a project
related to sustainability and in groups have been working on
various sustainable proposals for the school, including waste
reduction, energy reduction, etc. The Year 8 class has been
exploring the ‘education gap’ between Indigenous and
non-Indigneous Australians. One group has been working on
organizing an event that raises awareness and funds for the
Cathy Freeman ‘Stomp out the Gap’ Foundation, whilst the
other group has been working on a proposal for making
Ashwood High School more respectful and inclusive towards
the Indigenous community.
The project began with a week of provocations, including
special guest visitors to the school, local Indigenous
community member Rueben Berg and Nick Reickard from
CERES. The Year 8s were also treated to an engaging
presentation from Mr. Moore about his experiences living and
working in Arnhem Land and travelled to some special
Indigenous sites in the city, including the Royal Botanical
Gardens and the Ian Potter Gallery, whilst the Year 7s spent
a day exploring Scienceworks.
Following their provocations, the students began to undertake their inquiries, working collaboratively and problem
solving. The project replaced their regular timetabled ACE classes in order to provide them with this authentic
and rich learning experience. The project will conclude with the students formally presenting their projects to a
variety of audiences, including to each other with an exciting Year 7 & 8 ACE Celebration on the final day of term.
In other ACE news, it was fantastic to see C6 jam-packed with approximately 40 keen students on Wednesday
21 June as we hosted the official ACE testing day for 2018.

Student Learning (Curriculum &Co Curricular Ac vi es)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Ms Natalie Same | Head of Curriculum/ACE Coordinator

As soon as you are aware of any changes of address, phone numbers, medical details,
living arrangements or any long term absences, please notify the school at 9807 1333
to ensure all our records are accurate.

Ashwood High School
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Term 2 is always a busy term for the Music Department having held
Ashwood Revealed and then the Acoustic Evening on Wednesday
17 May. This is the first year it was held in the PAC due to a larger
number of students involved including four VET groups, which is
really pleasing to see.
The evening was hosted by our School Captain, Daisy-May Creighton
who did a wonderful job throughout the night.
For many students, it was their debut performance, particularly the
Year 7s who are to be congratulated on their involvement in the
Performing Arts and Instrumental Program so far this year. The Year
9 Music class made an appearance as did the VET Music students
and both the Choir and Woodwind/String Ensemble performed. In all
there were students from Year 7-12 on all instruments represented
on the night. It was great to see, not only soloists, but duets and
items involving other members of the performers’ families giving us
those special “Aah” moments. We always enjoy the family and
community spirit which music brings to us.
Our extended family also included pre-service teacher Mr Eggleston
who on his second day of a four week round, volunteered to help out
with setting up the stage, running sound and lighting and also tapping
the drum skins on the night. What a champion! That was only the
start to a wonderful teaching round which culminated in a farewell
party given to him by the Year 9 Music class on his last day (see
photo gallery). We wish him well with his teaching career and look
forward to following the success of his own band, which is currently
performing in Melbourne.
Students in Music classes have also been very busy with the Year 7s working on two songs for their
“Spectacular” being held in the last week of term and the Year 8 Music/Drama students who have devised a
few scenes from the Musical “Grease” to be performed to an audience of Year 7 students. The Year 9 Music
class have been working on small group performances to develop a song of their choice into a full stage
performance (and hopefully we will see some of their work at upcoming assemblies) which has been a very
rewarding experience.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

The next performance event will be the House Performance Event to be held in Term 3 and we will keep you
posted on these details in coming editions. The year seems to be moving very quickly as we will soon be
turning our attention to the End of Year Concert in November.
Please remember that students are invited to join the Instrumental Program for Semester 2 ( flute, saxophone
and clarinet are now available) and we welcome new members to the fold. Music has many benefits for
students and it always fun to be involved in performing on the stage with other like-minded students. So why
not become a part of our Musical Family.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Study Hall Program - After School Homework
Study Hall has proven to be successful all semester, with many students choosing to attend either
the Math/Science on Thursday afternoon or Humanities/French/English on Friday afternoon.
Congratulations to the students who have been attending both sessions and reaping the rewards.
The results for many students has been outstanding as efficient study techniques have been formed
and homework help has certainly benefitted the progress of many students. Study Hall will continue
next semester on Thursday and Friday afternoons.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science and Maths Teacher
Ms Vicky Dernikos | English/French/Humanities Teacher

Ashwood High School
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This term we were privileged at Ashwood High School to have an organisation called “Empire Student
Network” run a Year 7 boys program for all the Year 7 boys. The program was designed to assist Year 7
boys to integrate into the secondary school environment.
The program ran for 3 weeks and covered important topics such as:
1.

Communication: This incorporated the components of listening, remembering and being attentive

2.

Stress Management: This incorporated the importance of exercise, nutrition and rest

3.

Team Work: This incorporated the physical aspects of team work, the intellectual aspects of team work
and the creative aspects of team work.

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Each session was fun, interactive and educational and the boys were excited to attend each week.
Empire Student Network was also able to organise an International Speaker to come and speak to all the
Year 8s and 9s. Willie Green played professional American Football (NFL) and was nominated for best
player in the competition, an accolade similar to the Australian equivalent of the Brownlow Medal.
He told his story as a way to motivate our students to dream big and to reach their goals. His story was
powerful as he came from the slums/projects in America where young people are given little hope for
success. He shared some keys to him finding success against the odds. The students loved it and in
talking to students afterwards many were motivated to dream big and achieve success.
It was fantastic having Empire Student Network come into our school and speak into the lives of our Year 7
boys and was amazing to have Willie Green come all the way from America to speak to all our Year 8 and
9 students.
Mr Andrew Austin | Chaplain

Inclusive Holiday Clinic
to
&
Club are
The
20
to

as
is a
all

The Solway

the

to

Club and

are
and
Association.

of

way of
a

new

All
or

and
is an

been
on

new
Please Note:
8
up
$5 for both or
$3 per session

Ashwood High School

their
in

and
to

to join our
to

The
new

new

Club has
Our
of

basketball

are

aged 8+ with
be available on the

– everyone is welcome!

not

tuition
To

or

contact:
530

Page 23 Parent Newsletter No 4

Ashwood High School

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Page 24 Parent Newsletter No 4

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.
The visitor carpark near the main office is NOT a drop off or pickup point and note that
there are parking restrictions in Vannam Drive near to the pedestrian crossing, during
School Hours 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Ashwood High School
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PREPARATION TIPS FOR TERTIARY OPEN DAY VISITS
Every year, students attend tertiary Open Days for varying reasons. Have you considered what you would
like to gain from attending?





To obtain background information on possible study/career opportunities
To research course entry requirements and pathway options
To research how the University/TAFE links industry in with your chosen course
To seek information on what ‘Student Support Services’ the University/TAFE has available for students

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

An open day is your best opportunity to uncover what you really want to know about courses and
Universities/TAFE; the stuff you won’t find in a prospectus. It’s the only way you will be ‘a feel’ of what
studying (plus maybe living and socialising) there is going to be like.
As with writing a great job application – or tertiary assignments, or indeed achieving many things in life – the
rewards tend to gravitate towards the minority who have best prepared themselves for the challenge ahead.
Make sure it’s you!
Making the most of your time during tertiary Open Days


Prior to attending research courses that you are interested in via the VTAC website (www.vtac.edu.au)
You may not have a lot of time with the university representatives so it’s important to carry out your
research beforehand.



Get a feel for the layout of the campus and where certain ‘stalls’ are placed so that you can target these
when you arrive. Campus maps can be downloaded via the University’s website or sometimes they are
emailed to you upon registering for the event.



Book any presentations you would like to attend early (if applicable) to ensure that you obtain the
information you need to help you with your career decision making.



Go on a campus tour, look at accommodation facilities if this is applicable to you



Prepare a list of questions that you might have about a course you’re interested in. Questions like;
1. What are the entry requirements?
2. What does the course cover?
3. What are the pathway options?
4. How flexible is the course delivery?
5. When are course intakes?
6. How does the university/TAFE ensure the employability of its graduates?
7. Any extra features in your program? For Example, Internships, International Study Tours, Industry
Projects?
8. What are the graduate outcomes?
9. What career guidance facilities are there?
10. Assessment methods?
11. What postgraduate options are there?



Investigate clubs and societies the university/TAFE has. Joining one linked to your interest area is a
great way to meet new people and settle into your new place of learning



Overall make sure you have fun and take in the great atmosphere and sense of community that a
University or TAFE can offer you

Open days commence from the end of July every year and run to around the end of August. For more
information on open days please visit www.ashwoodhighschoolcareers.com and under the ‘Important
Information’ tab click on the ‘Calendar of Events’.
Happy Career Researching!
Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor

Ashwood High School
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SEMINAR INVITATION
FOR SENIOR SCHOOL PARENTS
ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL is proud to present a
seminar on;

Would you like to know
more on how to help
your teenager in their
career journey?

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

‘Engaging Parents in Career Conversations’

When
Monday 7 August, 2013
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Where

Would you like to know
more about what
career resources are
available to assist your
teenager with their
career planning?

Ashwood High School
Collaborative Learning Centre (CLC)

This seminar will provide you with valuable
information, skills and resources that will
assist you with guiding your teenager towards
making effective career decisions. You will
also receive a demonstration of our exciting
careers website which contains lots of helpful
information and tips.

Would you like to know
more on how you can
assist your teenager
with making VCE
subject selection
choices and finding a
meaningful work
experience placement?

Registration is essential for catering purposes.
Places are limited so to register your
attendance please contact the school office
on 9807-1333 by Monday 31 July, 2017. I look
forward to seeing you all on the night.

If you have answered
YES to any of these then
this upcoming careers
seminar is for you!

Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor
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SAVE THE DATE
As we head into the latter part of the year students will be considering their choices for future years, both
at school and beyond. To assist with this Voula and I have been working with many tertiary institutions
and other training providers to organise the Ashwood High School Career’s Expo.
This will take place on Monday July 24 from 6 pm – 8 pm in the Senior Learning Centre.

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

Representatives from the Universities and TAFEs there will be joined by representatives from the ADF,
Apprenticeship organisations and Gap Year opportunities. These will all be enhanced with student
services information for service providers beyond school.
For Year 10 students starting to deliberate their subject and course choices for their senior schooling
Ashwood High School staff will be on hand to explain the links between subject offerings and future
tertiary options.
A light supper will be provided and we look forward to seeing all of our Year 10 – 12 students and their
parents and guardians on the night. We would also welcome the attendance of students from younger
year levels.
Open Days
To further investigate options and follow up on information received at the students are encouraged to
attend the Tertiary Open Days throughout July and August. A number of which are listed below:
Sunday July 30
Swinburne University of Technology

10am – 4pm www.swinburne.edu.au/openday

Saturday August 5
Monash University Peninsula Campus

10am – 3pm www.monash.edu/open-day

Sunday August 6
Monash University Caulfield and Clayton campuses

10am – 4pm

La Trobe University Melbourne

www.latrobe.edu.au/openday

Sunday August 13
Australian Catholic University

10am – 4pm www.acu.edu.au

RMIT

10am – 4pm openday.rmit.edu.au

Sunday August 20
University of Melbourne

10am – 4pm openday.unimelb.edu.au

Victoria University

www.vu.edu.au

Melbourne Polytechnic

10am – 3pm
www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/open-day

Sunday August 27
Deakin University Burwood Campus

9am – 3pm openday.deakin.edu.au

Federation University

www.federation.edu.au

As always please make sure that you are regularly checking Compass and the Ashwood High School
Careers website for updates and additional information.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator
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