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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT
compared to previous years. Tours on a Friday
morning continue to be steady. The graph below
clearly symbolises the positive growth and future of
our school. The overall student enrolment for 2018
will be around 430 students.

Student Led Conferences - Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
What a terrific turnout we had for our Student Led
Conferences held on Thursday 24 August, 2017. It is
heartening to know that our community is involved in
their children’s education. Parent, student and staff
engagement was extremely positive at our recent
Student Led Conferences. There has been a dramatic
increase in attendance over recent times. In 2015
there were 389 bookings, in 2016 – 701 bookings and
in 2017 there were 1313 bookings.
Staffing – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
Bernadette Jowett is on Leave for the remainder of
Term 3 and the early stages of Term 4. Zannen
Brown has been employed to take the majority of Ms
Jowett’s load. Mr Brown has been welcomed into the
school.

The enrolment increase for 2018 is extremely
encouraging; a positive sign for the long-term
sustainability and viability of our School.
The Path Forward – New Direction at Ashwood
High School’ – Good to GREAT
Past
Student enrolment
decline
Poor community
perceptions of the
school
A school reacting to
circumstances

Present
Student enrolment
increase
Community confidence
in the school
A school determining its
own direction with a
strong narrative of
school improvement

UPCOMING EVENTS
Open Morning - Increasing Positive Parental and
Community Engagement
The Open Morning, held on Friday 1 September
2017, was very well attended and received. Over 50
visitors attended on the day and we have seen a
steep increase in tour numbers from parents whose
students are currently in Grade 4 and Grade 5.
Projected Year 7 Enrolment 2018 - Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
After 2nd and 3rd preferences have been counted,
our Year 7 projected enrolment has risen once again.
We have received less 2nd and 3rd preferences

9 October

Term 4 Start

17 October

Intermediate Girls Hockey

19 October

VET Aviation Information Night

20 October

Interschool Boys and Girls Lacrosse

31 October

Year 7 Swimming Program Start

1 November

VCE Exams Start

15 November

End of Year Concert

30 November

Presentation Night
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Positive Future for Ashwood High School – Good to
GREAT
Our positive future will result from maintaining our
strong School Vision, which includes a continued focus
on:
 The four pillars of our GREAT school
 CHOIR
 Four key priorities
 Educational Philosophy
 Principal’s commitment
 Outstanding
state-of-the-art
facilities
on
unparalleled spacious grounds
 Student engagement, wellbeing and achievement
at the centre of all decisions.
In Term 4 of this year we will develop the 2018 Annual
Implementation Plan for the third year of The Path
Forward. In 2018 we will undertake a School Review
and develop our next Strategic Plan 2019 – 2022 (when
the 2017 Year 7 cohort is completing Year 12).
Co-curricular Programs - Enhancing the Student
Culture
As we draw towards the end of a magnificent Term 3 it
is time to reflect on the good work that has been done
this term, and some programs and events we look
forward to in Term 4.
 Parent Forum
 Parent Information Subject Selection Night
 Mount Waverley Heights – 50 Year Celebration Fete
– Ashwood High School Choir Performance
 House Performance Festival Dress Rehearsal for
Parkhill Primary School students
 Study Hall – A positive School culture of high
expectations and excellence based on mutual
respect
 Interschool Sporting Excellence
 House Performing Arts Festival
 ‘Plant-Athon’ – Working Bee
 Rotary Public Speaking Awards.
Ashwood High School

Congratulations to all those involved in our School’s
extensive co-curricular program. It makes you proud to
be part of the Ashwood High School community.
International Student Program 2017 Annual Report
Survey* – Enhancing the Student Culture
The results from the 2017 Annual Report Survey are
very strong, indicating a well-delivered program meeting
the needs of our international students. Details of the
ISP Annual Report Survey are featured in this
Newsletter. Congratulations to Ms Kim Elliston, ISP
Manager and her team for our highly reputable program.
Curriculum Day - Staff Professional Learning –
Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
The Curriculum Day, which was held on Wednesday 15
August 2017 was most productive, focusing on
excellence in teaching and learning. The feedback from
staff was that the program was highly productive
enabling strong levels of teacher collaboration.
Curriculum 2018 - Growing Pride and Achievement
Curriculum offerings have been established for 2018.
The student voice was sought in relation to subject
offerings and pathways. This data gathered by
Ms Natalie Same, Head of Curriculum, helped to
determine curriculum provision for 2018.
Work Force Planning - Valuing Staff and Building
Capacity
A number of positions have been advertised to take
account of our school’s growth and prosperity. The
school’s goal is to continue to attract, retain and develop
quality people to our school who gain a sense of
pleasure from being part of and contributing to this great
school community. With a growing student enrolment,
we are in a privileged position to be able to attract more
highly qualified, suitably skilled and passionate
practitioners to the fold. These are exciting times to
become a member of the Ashwood High School
community. We now have an outstanding induction
program at Ashwood High School which has been put
together by Mr Chris Tipping, Pedagogy, Partnerships
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and Professional Learning Leader. Positions of
Responsibility (PORs) for 2018 will also be determined in
the coming months. It is a privilege to lead a team of
staff who clearly want to make a difference to the
wellbeing and achievement of Ashwood High School
students.
Victorian Schools Agreement – 2017 - Valuing Staff
and Building Capacity
A new Agreement has come into being. A significant
component of the new Agreement is an additional four
days of professional practice for each teaching staff
member, one per term over the course of each year. The
Agreement
demonstrates
the
Government’s
understanding of the direct correlation between teacher
professional learning and improvements in student
outcomes. The additional four professional practice
days are not pupil free days. The challenge for schools
will be around how to best resource and integrate these
days into the school calendar to continue to enhance
student learning.
Principal’s Parent Forum - Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
A Principal’s Parent Forum was held on Wednesday 30
August 2017 commencing at 7:00pm. The forum was
very well received by parents. Parents are very clear
about our School’s Vision. There was a mixture of
‘seasoned’ and ‘new’ parents in attendance, thank you to
all who attended.

NAPLAN Results – Growing Pride and Achievement
We understand that parent interest in NAPLAN results is
very high. NAPLAN Reports are presented in the key
areas of literacy and numeracy. These reports enable
parents and teachers to see how students are
progressing, not just within their class but also against
national standards.
Overall, the 2017 NAPLAN results for Ashwood High
School are extremely encouraging. The results
demonstrate the following:
 Year 7 NAPLAN Results: Ashwood High School
is a school that attracts and develops high
performing students. Many Year 7 students at
Ashwood High School are performing in the ‘Above
Range’ (above Band 7-8 Range). This augers well for
future VCE academic results at our school

Ashwood High School

 Year 9 NAPLAN Results: Our academic
curriculum (including English and Mathematics) is
impacting positively on the performance of our
students. The teaching and learning program has
delivered increases in learning growth in both
numeracy and literacy. The Year 9 median scores for
numeracy, grammar, spelling, writing and reading are
all above state level.
Architectural and Building Program – Stage 2 –
GREAT School
Our School is looking magnificent. With the coming of
Spring our grassed passive recreation areas are looking
attractive. We are nearing production of our building
identifiers and street style signage of our pathways and
boulevard. The outcome will add great value in respect
of aesthetics and functionality.
School Assembly - Enhancing the Student Culture
A Whole School Assembly will be held on Tuesday 10
October, 2017. Choir badges will be presented to
members of the School Choir. Presentations will be
made by short listed applicants for the 2018 School
Captains and members of the Senior Executive team. It
has been a pleasure to read through the many wellwritten and presented applications submitted by the
many highly capable Year 11 aspirant leaders.
School Colours Ceremony and Presentation Awards
Ceremony
School Colours which were introduced this year to
recognise student achievement in the following
endeavours: Academic, Service, Arts, Music, House and
Sport will be presented to deserving students at an
invitation only awards ceremony on Friday 3 November,
2017. The tradition of magnificent Presentation Awards
Ceremonies at Ashwood High School will continue on
Thursday 30 November, 2017. I am looking forward to
presenting these awards in the company of proud
parents, staff and students.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Term Break - Enhancing the Student Culture and
Valuing Staff & Building Capacity
I would like to wish all members of the Ashwood High
School community a safe and balanced Spring holiday
(study break) period. Thank you to Ms Julie Huggins and
her hard working team of VCE teachers who will be
conducting ‘Holiday Classes’ in the first week of the
holidays. I know that over the years many students have
benefited from this extra tuition. Increased application
over the next couple of months on the part of students
and staff can make a big difference to academic
outcomes. Term 4 promises to be an exciting, busy and
rewarding term. All students will be gearing up for their
formal end of year examination program in November.
The Class of 2017 will graduate from Ashwood High
School on Wednesday 25 October with a Celebratory
Year 12 Assembly and Valedictory Dinner.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
22 September 2017
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Why do we send children to school?
Simple question! But the answers are numerous and
quite complex.
Has your mind automatically flitted to the following?:
 So they will learn and develop knowledge and
skills.
 So they can participate in activities and
opportunities that may not otherwise be available to
them
 So they can mix with other children and develop
friendships
 Because it will lead to higher levels of education,
increased chances of good careers, better lives
 Because the law says we have to
 Because we wouldn’t know what to do with them if
they were home all day, every day
These all seem like pretty good reasons for sending
children to school! And, there are many more benefits.
You probably have heard comments that, in our ever
increasingly technological and changing world, we
must prepare students for jobs that still do not exist.
This is quite a challenge and begs the question, how
are schools and parents supposed to do that? It is
certainly a question teachers at Ashwood High School
have considered.
Take a moment and complete this activity, preferably
as a family or with your child. Consider the following
periods of time and list the skills (abilities) you believe
an individual would need in each era in order to be a
successful member of their community.
Stone Age (2.5
million years ago)
?
?
?

1600s

The year 2350

?
?
?

?
?
?

Are there any similarities amongst the ages?
Though the times, technology and tools may be
different, there are some consistencies. The ability to
communicate clearly and effectively is at the core of all
social interactions. We need the tool of language to
share ideas, express our thoughts and emotions and
the more precise our use of language, the clearer our
messages will be. Language acquisition is a life-long
process. It is not enough to merely have an extensive
vocabulary. Understanding and use, both in the verbal
and written forms, the shades and subtlety of meaning,
the ways in words can be used in different ways to
create mood and effect ensures greater accuracy and
understanding. Though caveman may have grunted
instead of using proper words, his ability to
communicate clearly and effectively with his fellow
cave men increased his chances of survival and those
with the greatest skills rose above others. This was no
less true for those who lived during the 1800s or for us
today, or, for those who will follow us in the future.
Reading is an excellent way of improving language
skills. As well as extending the imagination, informing
Ashwood High School

us of events, it transports us to places and occurrences
we have not personally experienced. Students (and
adults) should be encouraged to read regularly, each
night. It does not really matter what the content or
material or whether it is hard copy or electronic in form;
though, text messages and abbreviated messages on
social media should be excluded. When reading, our
minds automatically pick up and remember new words,
correct spelling, shades of meaning and form and thus,
quite subconsciously, we add to our language
repertoire and improve and refine our communication
skills.
What is it that has led human beings to change and
improve their lives from the stone-age to the present
and, we anticipate, into the future? The ability to ask
questions, identify problems and create solutions is a
common factor throughout the ages and those with the
ability to do so prosper above those who cannot.
There some fortunate enough are born with this ability,
they are few. The rest of us need to acquire this skill.
Sitting in a classroom and passively listening to what is
being taught, doing the right thing and following the
motions will not foster this competence. Students need
to be actively engaged in their learning. This means
doing things and thinking about the things they are
doing. They need to actively engage with the
classroom materials, collaborate and communicate
with others to analyse and solve problems.
Questioning is a visual form of thinking. Questioning
explores different perspectives, considers alternatives
and encourages open-mindedness. It reflects curiosity,
reasoning, comparing and connecting and higher levels
of complexity. It leads to investigation and can result in
innovation. Instead of passively listening and
accepting, students must be encouraged to question.
Everything! Everyone! All the time!

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Parents can assist their children to develop this skill.
Ask them to consider alternatives. Stimulate their
curiosity with “What if…” scenarios. Shake them out of
their passive complacency and inspire them to reflect
upon their lives and the world around them. Encourage
them to solve problems and propose solutions – both
simple and complex ones.
Together, let’s ensure our students are equipped with
those skills which have been, and always will be
necessary, for success regardless of the epoch in
which we live.
Ms Anna Kukuruzovic | Assistant Principal — Student
Engagement & Wellbeing
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Student Led Conferences
This term, Ashwood High School Student-Led
Conferences had more than 1314 bookings. This was
an opportunity to enhance the reflective practice, goal
setting and motivate students as well as to identify
strategies for improving academic achievement. Thank
you to parents/guardians for the substantial increase in
participation in these conferences observed this term.
These conferences enable the school to build
relationships and partnerships with parents and
reinforce high expectations in the school community.
Any parent who missed the opportunity to participate in
a meeting with their child’s teachers should feel
welcome to contact the class teacher via Compass.
Final Weeks for the Year 12s
The VCE students are in the process of finishing their
courses with some practice exams taking place during
the term break. Students will spend the first three
weeks of Term 4 revising their course work with VCE
Exams to commence on 1 November. Whilst it is
important that students spend some time resting it is
imperative that time management and regular revision
are in place in order to prepare for the end of year
exams. The VCAL students will stay at school for a little
longer to ensure they finalise their coursework and they
satisfy all of their outcomes.
Presentation Awards Ceremony
Ashwood High School Awards Ceremony is held on 30
November 2017. This is an invitation only event which
will be held at the PAC. This event, is held in high
regard by the school and the community, as it
recognises excellence and success throughout the
academic year. Further details about the event will be
communicated to you in Term 4.
Key Events In Term 4
Other key events will take place in Term 4, including but
not limited to:
 Year 12 Breakfast, Wednesday 25 October
 Year 12 Valedictory Dinner, Wednesday 25 October
 End of Year Concert, Wednesday 15 November
 VCE Exams commences 1 November 2017
 Last Day of VCE Exams, 24 November 2017
 Semester 2 Exam, 20-24 November 2017
 Preparation Program commence, 27 November and
concludes 8 December (Last Day for Year 10/11
Students)
Internet Upgrade in 2018
In order to optimise access to the internet and
accommodate for the projected growth in student
enrolment and internet usage, our bandwidth will be
tripled in 2018. This will enable well-resourced IT
provisions in classes and the implementation of
NAPLAN online. Additionally, students will have the

Ashwood High School

opportunity to increase their current quota of 700MB of
data each day. This upgrade will enable the school to
utilise the usage of Office 365 and cloud based
solutions with 1TB of cloud storage.
Laptops at Ashwood High School
Please be advised that in 2018 students at Ashwood
High School will continue to use the Lenovo Yoga 11E
(Gen4) as the recommended 1:1 learning device. It is
expected that all new students to the school will
purchase this device. Current students may continue to
use their iPads without disadvantage.
The Lenovo 11E Yoga is a versatile laptop built for
student use in an educational environment. Its sturdy
exterior and solid build make it perfect for everyday use.
It is very resistant to knocks and bumps, which is vital
for students carrying it around, and to and from school
each day. The 11E Yoga is a perfect 1:1 device as it is
merges conventional laptop with touch screen tablet
capabilities. This sort of adaptability provides students
and teachers with flexibility to engage with interactive
activities and applications, and to use the more
traditional functions associated with word processing
and spread-sheeting. Access to the internet can be
through either the tablet or laptop function.
The specifications for this laptop have been verified as
capable for the student’s working needs. The Lenovo
Yoga will be installed with the latest Windows 10 image
that is supplied by the school. The Windows 10 image
will have all the recommended software by the school
and the department of education such as, Microsoft
Office 2016 suite (Word, Excel, PowerPoint etc..),
Adobe CC Suite (Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign etc.),
Adobe Acrobat, and many more. Laptops purchased
through LWT will be delivered to the school and will be
imaged by our technicians to provide the Windows 10
image and applications. Please be aware that devices
that are purchased outside of LWT, such as a BYOD
will not be serviced by our local technicians.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

The Lenovo Yoga can be purchased through Learning
with Technologies (LWT) via an online link that will be
provided with the booklists. There are two options for
purchase, the difference being the processing speed,
with specifications shown in the attached table. We
strongly recommend that you purchase your device
through Learning with Technologies, as our onsite
technicians will be able to provide technical support and
deal with any insurance and warranty issues. We
strongly recommend that you purchase additional
insurance and warranty as offered by LWT.
LWT is providing an option for payment through an
interest free loan with GE Money. The terms and
conditions of this loan should be carefully investigated
by parents and are provided through the LWT portal.
The school is not involved in the provision of this loan
option and all enquiries and transactions need to go
through the website provided.
Dr Mohsen Khalifé | Assistant Principal — Curriculum,
Operations, Logistics & Learning
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Enhancing the Student Culture
It is with great pride that we produced this year’s school production: The House Performing Arts Festival.
Combining the talents of students from across the school and within each House, the students planned,
designed, created, rehearsed and performed with passion, energy and enthusiasm. It was fantastic to see so
many students involved on the night: on stage, supporting the cast as the technical and backstage crew as well
as helping with make-up, costumes, selling tickets and general crowd control. But that’s not all, students were
also involved behind the scenes: creating the multi-media elements, designing and building sets, putting together
the program page, writing the script and planning rehearsals. Without a commitment to high expectations and
teamwork the night wouldn't have been the success it was, thank you to everyone who contributed in any way.
Increasing Positive Parental and Community Engagement
Prior to the performance on Thursday 14 September, we performed for Parkhill Primary School Grade 3 and 4
students. With a few technical glitches and some slow scene changes, the audience were none the wiser, and
the run through was a tremendous improvement from the morning’s tech run. The visit concluded with a Q&A
with many interesting questions, such as
“How long did this all take to put together?” – one term
“Who came up with the ideas?” – the students
“When can we come back and see the show again?” – this Thursday!
Growing Pride and Achievement
Although there was a winner on the night, everyone involved did a fantastic job and deserves acknowledgement.
I am particularly proud of all the Year 7 students who took on a lead role, whether that be on stage or in the tech
crew. The performing arts is a fantastic way to build resilience, friendships and memories that will last a life time.
I was such a proud ‘mum’ watching the shows all come together, especially those students who are usually shy
or who typically don’t stand out from the crowd. Although we tend to congratulate those who are ‘in the spotlight’
as performers, let’s not forget those who put in hours of effort behind the scenes, the House Captains and
Vice Captains. Below they discuss the event as it relates to our CHOIR.
Ms Brigitte Ferguson | English/Drama/Theatre Studies Teacher/Paterson House Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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HOUSE PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL
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House Captains discuss the CHOIR as it relates to the Performing Arts Coordinator
The House Performing Arts Festival is an integral part of the Ashwood High School community. By involving all
year levels, the festival strengthens our already close-knit community. Students spend multiple STAR Group
sessions, as well as after school and lunchtime rehearsal getting to know each other and forming friendships.
Many of the students involved said that being in the performance has helped them to meet new people who
they might not have spoken with otherwise. Performing Arts helps students to develop skills that will assist them
in the community, such as confidence, punctuality and communication. From the end product, we could see that
the students had learned to work together as a community of their own, therefore reenforcing our school
community as a whole.
Katriana Fernando, Paterson Vice Captain

Due to the high performing abilities of everyone at Ashwood High School, the students were given a challenge
of having compulsory items to include in their House Performances. Each House was given the same
requirements. The House Captains worked with their house to plan where the necessary items would be
included. It was mandatory in the criteria that we included the song ‘I’m a Believer’ in our performance. Props
which had to be included like a gingerbread man, a hat, a rock, a map. A teacher from each House also had to
participate in each performance. Paterson featured Mr Scully who danced and acted in our performance. Each
House followed these requirements and it was an overall excellent success.
Rachel Fiddock, Paterson House Captain

Optimism was one of the key factors that all Houses displayed throughout the House Performance project.
Everyone approached this team challenge with a positive mind-set despite facing some major obstacles such as
a time limit and technical difficulties. Rehearsals were vibrant with a wide range of constructive feedback and
constant encouragement, that were not always from the leaders which proved a pleasant surprise. The final
dress rehearsal in front of an appreciative primary school audience allowed all Houses to spot their hidden areas of improvement. This allowed students to strengthen their acts before the actual performance and head into
their production with optimism and confidence.
Kevin Lee, Cowan House Captain

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL

The House Performances this year were an awesome way to express our creativity, ideas, and work together as
a House, but the teachers did not make it easy. The amount of requirements and rules challenged us to be as
innovative and as creative as possible, testing us to explore our ideas while incorporating certain themes such
as ‘The Sleeping Giant’. Each house had to use specific props such as a Gingerbread Cookie, Leather Jacket,
Rock, Hat and Map, and there were also other requirements such as having your own band, a multi-media
component, dancing in all songs, our own sound and lighting etc. This made us work together as a house to try
an incorporate all rules - using creativity and imagination to form an original and unique performance for each
House while following the same structure, demonstrating everyone’s different and amazing interpretations.
Chelsea Dunstan, Flynn House Captain

Sleeping Giants Come Alive
The sleeping giants of creativity inherent in the community awoke to full agility at the Performing Arts Festival at
Ashwood Thursday night. The packed PAC witnessed some scintillating performances with the four Houses
competing to outclass the other with students and teachers joining hands and hearts in putting up a very
creative show. The four Houses looked at the theme through different lenses and included the basic elements
that each show were required to have. Clad mostly in their house colours and enabling the audience a journey
into creative and imaginative worlds each of the performances were unique in itself.
The night was a great success. We would like to extend our thanks to Ms Ferguson who coordinated the event,
the House Coordinators and all the teachers, and all students who actively participated and contributed to make
this night possible. Congratulations to the winning house Melba for their great performance. In second place
was Paterson, third Flynn and fourth Cowan. Congratulations for all the effort put into this event. The audience
of the night has selected Flynn as their favourite performance of the night, congrats Flynn. Avenues provided for
innovative creative expressions of students continue to inspire the Ashwood community. It matches the high
expectations and with great optimism develop self-respect and respect for each other. To lose with dignity would
have been a big lesson people would’ve learnt along with celebrating the winning.
Giji Vinod, Cowan Co Captain and Chloe Allen, Flynn Co Captain

Ashwood High School
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Performance night was a spectacular night that displayed many
impeccable talents throughout Years 7 to 12. We related the
theme “The Sleeping Giant” to different fairy tales: Rumpelstiltskin,
Little Red Riding Hood and Sleeping Beauty. All the Flynn
students who contributed did an amazing job in their roles such as
singing, acting, dancing, band, props, scripts, and the most
petrifying role…tech crew. A lot of responsibility was placed on the
tech crew and although a stressful job, and a few bumps and
errors, Flynn’s
performance ended with an amazing lift. Thank
you to all the Flynn students for putting in 110% of effort into the
night.
Maxi Stathakopoulos, Year 10, Flynn

As part of the winning house Melba, the night couldn't have been better.
Everything went smoothly and to plan. The play intrigued the audience
and the actors/actresses did an excellent job remembering all their lines
and playing their roles. The backstage people were also very crucial for
everything to work, without them the play wouldn't have been as good as
it was. All in all, our Melba house contributors worked very well together
and we all were given a great opportunity to build new friendships and
work with other students in other year levels. I'm very proud of my house
and everyone that made the night possible.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL

Hinerangi Taylor, Year 10, Melba

The 2017 House Performance was a fun event that was led and
run by students from Years 7 to 12. In Paterson, all the students
contributed in many ways to make the play possible. On the
night, all the students who had a role during the play turned up
early, ready and raring to go. Everyone put in a great effort: the
backstage crew were accurate with all their cues, the lighting
crew had flawless scene changes, and the sound crew (although
I was busy fixing broken cords) also made sure everyone was
heard and sounded great. The performers remembered all their
lines and sang and danced as well as they could. We ended up
with a great performance for everyone to enjoy. We managed to
place second out of all the houses, well done to everyone
involved.
Blake Tulau, Year 10, Paterson

Ashwood High School
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On Saturday 16 September the Alpine School Graduates for 2017 completed the first major component of their
Community Learning Project: the Wetlands Plant-Athon!
A big thank you to all the students, parents, local community and staff that attended on the day to make it such
a success. This project could not have been completed without a grant from the Boroondara Youth Foundation.
Ms Catherine Preston, Alpine School Liaison Teacher

Volunteers from the day with the final: “Serpent of Seedling Pots,” with over 400 empty pots after planting.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

PLANT‐ATHON

The Ashwood Wetlands Plantathon was a huge success! Following awful weather conditions the previous day,
Saturday maintained a steady temperature and without any rain. It was great to see nearly 45 people show up
to help us out, including Mr Moore and Dr Khalifé. Everyone there put in 100 percent and the impact we made
on the wetlands was enormous for the area we worked on. We filled the space with a variety of indigenous
plants and now it's up to them to grow and spread throughout the wetlands. Thank you to everyone who turned
up, those who were here from the start and those who only came for 10 minutes, you all put in and have created
necessary change. Special thanks to the Parents and Friends Network who supplied the whole group with free
sausages after event. Shakira and I are very pleased to see the project we have spent so much time on
progress so quickly like this. We are excited for further development of our project in the coming months. This
wouldn't have been at all possible if not for our Alpine School Liaison teacher Ms Preston. Since we got back
she has been supportive of our plans and directed large chunks of the process. This project would not have
been possible if it wasn't for her and we are extremely grateful to have her on our side.
Thanks to everyone, we hope to see your continual encouragement in the coming months.
Xander Morgan and Shakira Holmes

Ashwood High School
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As Term 3 comes to a close the senior students, and the Year 12s in particular, have been finalising Outcomes
and, in the case of the VCE students, beginning the preparations for the final exams.
To assist the VCE students with exam preparation a number of events have been organised:
On Thursday 7 September, the VCE Year 12 students all took part in an Elevate Education session: The Finishing
Line. This program was broken into three areas: Exam Focused Study, Stress & Wellbeing and Holiday &
Swotvac Study. 98% of the students reported finding this session useful, with many students commenting on the
enthusiasm of the presenters, the useful information regarding how to best use their time, particularly in the
holidays, and how to deal with the stress of exams. Many students also mentioned looking for “blind spots” in
their understanding and using “bulletproof booklets”. I would encourage students to visit the Elevate website for
further information and practice exams: www.elevateeducation.com

During the upcoming term break students studying a Unit 3/4 subject will have practice exams. The timetable has
been on Compass for a number of weeks, in the individual schedules of each student and reproduced below.
These exams are a very important part of the students’ preparation and also assist teachers with aspects of the
VCAA reporting requirements. As such, it is expected that all students will be in attendance for these exams, with
appropriate materials. All exams will be held in the Senior School Centre. In addition there are a number of revision sessions also taking place. As with the exams all students are required to attend.
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The VCAL students have been completing final outcomes in a number of subjects and developing their major
community projects for Personal Development Studies. The students have supplied the following information
about these projects:
Metal Room Safety – Chris Bampton
What am I doing for my project?
I am making a poster for the metal work room about what not to do when you are working.
Why did I choose to do the project?
I wanted to do the project because I felt like student needed a reminder on how to be safe in the metal work room
(Eg: having ear phones in when around machines).
Andy Buchanan – Transgender Awareness
For this VCAL Personal Development Project I have organised for a gig to run to raise awareness and funds for
Transgender Awareness. This aims to provide a safe space for the local transgender community and to raise
money to help fund Transgender Victoria which is a non-for-profit organisation in which promotes awareness for
the transgender and gender diverse community. I am doing this because due to Australia not having marriage
equality, transgender people are often pushed to the side when it comes to raising awareness for them specifically for young people who may be going through difficulties of realising they're transgender - and there isn't
much awareness within the LGBT community in Australia when it comes to transgender people.
Wetlands Refurbish - Kanitta, Peter, Kailin and Jason
For this project we made the Ashwood Wetlands more aesthetically pleasing and attractive, as well as fixing the
safety hazards such as the missing railing on the bridge. We rebuilt broken parts of the safety railing of the bridge
as well as the fencing around the area (which was currently made of wire).
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Youth Sport – Jamie, Zane, Jack and Dion
What are we doing?
We are running sports days on Mondays for two weeks to raise money for YMCA.
What sports are we doing?
We have held a Soccer day on 11 September and Basketball on 18 September. Our group plans to use these
days to attract a number of students who will make a donation to participate. These funds will then be donated to
the YMCA.
Red Cross Blood Donation – Laura, Jackson, Marialena
Our group decided to organise for students to donate blood to the Red Cross organisation for our VCAL 2017
personal development project. Our reason for donating blood is because we experience shortages on a regular
basis in Australia and if we can help by giving up only a few hours of our time it is worth it!
With all of our Year 12 students completing final classes on Tuesday 24 October, they will certainly be busy over
the coming weeks finalising and reviewing their work. I would encourage students, parents and guardians to
maintain contact with the school throughout this time to ensure that we are all able to support our students
through these final stages of their time at Ashwood High School.
The Year 12 students have a number of celebrations taking place in in that final week, culminating in the
Valedictory dinner on the evening of 25 October at Merrimu Receptions where we will formally farewell our most
senior students.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Tuesday 26
September

Monday 2
October

Tuesday 3
October

Wednesday 4
October

Thursday 5
October

Friday 6
October

Session 1:
English
EAL
9.30 am –
12.45 pm

Session 1:
Biology
9:30 am –
12:15 pm
Media
9:30 am –
11:45 am

Session 1:
Accounting
9:30 am – 11:45
am
Art
9:30 am – 11:15
am
Chemistry
9:30 am –
12: 15 pm

Session 1:
Food
9:30 am –
11:15 am
History
9:30 am –
11:45 am
Physics
9:30 am –
12:15 pm

Session 1:
FM Exam 2
9:30 am –
11:15 am
SM Exam 2
9:30 am –
11:45 pm

Session 1:
Legal Studies
9:30 am –
11:45 am
MM Exam 2
9:30 am –
11:45 am

Senior Study
Centre

Senior Study
Centre

Senior Study
Centre

Senior Study
Centre

Session 2
Psychology
1:15pm – 4:00
pm

Session 2
MM Revision
1:00 pm –
3.00 pm

Session 2:
MM Exam 1
2:00 pm –
3:15 pm

Senior Study
Centre

Science Centre

Senior Study
Centre

Session 2:
Business
Management
1:00 pm –
3:15 pm
VCD
1:00 pm –
2:45 pm
HHD
1:00 pm –
3:15 pm

VCAL
Year 12 Literacy
Session
10 am –
1 pm

Senior Study
Centre
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Senior study
centre

Senior Study
Centre
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Wow what a term we have had. There has been so much going on in the school it’s impossible to cover
everything. I will just outline a few highlights for the student management team.
Week 9, last week saw the House Performing Arts Festival. This event was a demonstration of all of our School
Values in play.

Community

most houses had a large participation rate including many Year 7 students in their first
show.

High Expectations

all of the student leaders had the very highest of expectations and came up with an idea
and script that reflected what is best about our school.

Optimism

although there can only be one winner (Go MELBA!!) the other Houses will demonstrate
optimism in their bounce back in the home run of house points.

Innovation

the creativity demonstrated by all of the students was exemplary, each House used the
theme in a different way that was creative and innovative and suited them.

Respect

the students all demonstrated respect in their interactions with each other, the team work
and the way that they always look after each other through out rehearsals and on the
night of the show.

A huge congratulations must go to our House Captains and Vice Captains as well as the wonderful team of
Coordinators who helped make this night happen. Well done team on a fantastic experience for all involved.
Thank you and well done to Brigitte Ferguson for coordinating the overall event.
Over the holidays I look forward to reading all of the School Colours applications that have come streaming in.
This is a lovely way to celebrate all types of success in our school and can’t wait for the celebration to follow this
with the formal presentation on Friday 3 November. Please look out for your letter of invitation in the mail and
email if your son/daughter is successful.
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The student leadership applications for next year are underway. The Principal will appoint the Executive team to
begin with and then the Cabinet and SRC nominations will be accepted. If you need any further information on
this process, then see Ms Haughey or Ms Kukuruzovic. The process of applying and interviewing is as important as getting the position itself, so make sure you are in the race in the first place.
Looking forward to next term, we will be welcoming our new Year 7s for 2018 and with this comes an
opportunity for our current students to be ambassadors in welcoming the new students to our school.
Orientation day is on Tuesday 12 December, and Orientation Information Night is on Monday 11 December. We
will need some student ambassadors for both of these events, so keep your eyes peeled for more information
about this.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Study Hall Program
Study Hall continues to run successfully every Thursday and Friday afternoon in the Education Resource
Centre. All students are registered upon arrival and dismissal in official records.
Students attending the sessions have used the resources available to complete homework and organise
their time effectively. It has been pleasing that an increased number of students have been attending
Study Hall, enjoying the quiet and comfortable environment in order to complete study tasks. Many
students have noticed a marked improvement in the punctual submission of homework tasks and
improvements in assessment task results. It is inspiring when students take responsibility for their
learning in pursuit of fulfilling academic goals.
Study Hall undoubtedly will continue to be popular and prove to be quite beneficial to all students with
major assignments and the end of semester exams approaching in Term 4.
Ms Vicky Dernikos | French/Humanities Teacher
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science and Maths Teacher
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Deakin University 4th Year Pre-Service Teacher Reflection

10 weeks already? The time has passed so quickly and what can we say?
This year, Molly, Allison and I have had the absolute privilege of being welcomed into the Ashwood High
School community. We have had an incredible experience, taking up each and every wonderful
opportunity the school has offered us with open arms. We are truly thankful for such a rich learning
experience. From all of us Deakin Pre-Service Teachers, we would like to say a huge thank you to
Mr Chris Tipping for organising our rounds and matching us up with exceptional mentoring teachers.
We would like to say thank you to all the teachers who welcomed us into their classrooms to observe and
all the teachers and CRTs who observed and provided feedback for our teaching.
We would like to say an unbelievably big thank you to all our mentoring teachers; Ms Karen Bares,
Ms Brigitte Ferguson, Ms Shelley Haughey, Dr Mohsen Khalifé, Mr John Sheehan and Ms Bernie Jowett
for all their advice, guidance, feedback and helping us grow as educators. We would like to thank all the
students for their patience and willingness to learn from us, as they have taught us how to be ‘real
teachers’. We would also like to thank all the office and IT staff for all their friendly assistance.
Finally, we would like to say an enormous thank you to Ashwood High School, Mr Brett Moore and the
wider Ashwood High School community. We have all enjoyed our time here so immensely that no words
can fittingly describe it (Although, we have tried our best to). We are sad to be making our leave, but we
are looking forward to commencing the next stage in our careers.
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All our best wishes,

Allison Savige, Molly Gibbons and Erin Laffan

World Challenge Performance Night Fundraising Bake Sale

On 14 September, the school held the House Performing Arts Festival. During this, the World Challenge
team held a fundraiser, where we made and sold a range of baked goods such as brownies, cupcakes,
coconut balls and other delicious goods.
The night was successful and we raised $305 to go towards our expedition to Fiji. Thank you to everyone
who came along on the night to support, not only for Cowan, Flynn, Paterson and Melba Houses, but also
our World Challenge team.
We are currently planning more fundraisers for the future and we hope for your continued support.
World Challenge Fiji
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With the term coming to an end, we have both spent a lot of time
reflecting on the amazing hard work and fantastic effort which
the students at Ashwood High School have put in during the
past weeks.
All who have been involved in the House Performing Arts
Festival have been working incredibly hard over the past few
weeks to prepare for the performance on 14 September. We are
all anticipating that the competition will be tough and the
performances amazing and highly entertaining. Congratulations
to Ms McLellan (Melba), Mr Sheehan (Cowan) and
Ms Grounds (Flynn) for leading their Houses sensationally
Jack Burdett
despite not necessarily having extensive experience in the field Daisy-May Creighton
of performing arts! In particular, congratulations to Ms Ferguson (Paterson) who has overseen the entire
performance program and put in much time and hard work in coordinating the entire event.
The ‘Plant-Athon’ which was held on Saturday 16 September was initiated by Year 9 students,
Shakira Holmes and Xander Morgan as their community project and part of their Alpine School experience
during Term 2. It was an opportunity to restore and improve the quality of our wetlands. Students, staff,
parents and friends came togather and planted many seedings.
The Year 12s are at a significant stage of the year. The majority of our classes finishing off final SAC tasks
before the end of this term. We are also beginning revision for the upcoming Practice Exams in the Term 3
holidays and in preparation for the end of year VCE exams which begin in October. So, lots of hard work still
awaits us!
We hope that everybody has a lovely term break, and wish all of the Year 12s (and some Year 11 students)
good luck for the practice exams in the coming break!
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SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

Daisy-May Creighton and Jack Burdett
Ashwood High School
School Captains

Ashwood High School

Parents & Friends Network
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets in the Parents and Friends raffle.
The raffle was drawn at the Parents and Friends Network meeting on 20 September and
$125.00 was raised.
First Prize – Lachlan Downes
Second Prize – Asimina Kollaras
Third Prize – Talia Simone

Ashwood High School

Congratulations
to the winners!
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As we arrive at holidays and look forward to Spring, we look back on an action-packed term of performing
arts.
The STAR program is designed for the student to connect to their school, their peers, and their learning. It is
designed to create a safe and supportive environment for students to explore the world and what is around
them. The students will get to know others and themselves, they will set learning goals, they will participate in
collaborative activities, and they will feel a sense of belonging.
The STAR teacher is designed to be a mentor and support to each student in their STAR group. They know
their students as people and as learners. We hope that all students feel safe to go to their STAR teacher for
support. Parents may also contact the STAR teacher regarding wellbeing information, which in turn will be
passed on to their coordinator. With a few timetable changes mid-year there have been changes to the STAR
teaching teams, they are as follows:
Cowan
Melba
STAR 1 Ms Susan Teeuwsen
STAR 2 Mr Zannen Brown
STAR 3 Ms Lizzie Gault

STAR 1 Ms Cat Preston
STAR 2 Ms Meg McLellan (coordinator)
STAR 3 Mr Tom Grbac

Flynn

Paterson

STAR 1 Ms Natalie Same
STAR 2 Ms Katie Grounds (coordinator)
STAR 3 Mr Dom Holloway

STAR 1 Ms Brigitte Ferguson (coordinator)
STAR 2 Ms Vicky Dernikos
STAR 3 Ms Felica Mundell

The term started by reflecting on the previous semester and students set their SMART goals, including one
relating to the performing arts focus of Term 3. It is important to check in with goals throughout the term,
below are some questions you and your child can use to discuss the goal and how they are travelling towards
achieving it. In particular, their performing arts goal should have been accomplished at the conclusion of
Week 9 with the performance.
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HOUSE CORNER

Specific: What exactly will you accomplish?
Measurable: How will you know when you have reached this goal?
Achievable: Is achieving this goal realistic with effort and commitment? Have you got the resources to
achieve this goal? If not, how will you get them?
Relevant: Why is this goal significant to your life?
Timely: When will you achieve this goal?
Success Orientated: How will you celebrate the achievement of your goal?
Barriers: What are some potential obstacles that will get in the way of you achieving your goal? What are
some ideas or solutions to overcome any potential problem? Who are the people you will ask to help you?
Specific Action Steps: What steps need to be taken to get you to your goal?
The House Performing Arts Festival was our focus this term, with all students in STAR contributing in some
way. Roles included acting, singing, dancing, choreographing, operating lights, designing and building sets,
writing the script, designing costumes, filming and the list goes on. The first lesson of the term also involved
the House Co-Captains launching the Performing Arts Festival and all students deciding how they would
contribute to the creation of the mini musical. In the end, there were over 120 students involved in the
performance on the night, from technical crew, backstage, front of house and of course on stage. It was also
fantastic to see a packed crowd including those students who had helped behind the scenes in STAR each
week.
From all the STAR teachers and house coordinators, we wish you a safe and happy spring holidays. Don’t
forget to input your goals on Compass and reflect on your involvement in the House Performing Arts Festival.
House Co-ordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Ms Katie Grounds (Flynn House),
Ms Meg McLellan (Melba House), Ms Brigitte Ferguson (Paterson House),
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The International Student annual survey was conducted with all our international students to help the school
improves its services and support for our students. There are currently 55 international students at Ashwood
High School. All the 55 students participated in the survey (Year 7 = 5; Year 8 = 4; Year 9 = 1; Year 10 =21;
Year 11 = 14; Year 12= 10).
The survey gathered important feedbacks on the quality of services provided by Ashwood High School. Students
were asked on:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Care Arrangements
School Services and Support
Accommodation and Homestay
Academic and School Program
Orientation Program

Students had to tick the box according to how much they agree, not sure or disagree with each statement in the
survey.
We would like to share these key findings with you as follows:
1. Care Arrangements
 98% of students agreed that they have regular contact with their International Student Coordinator (ISC). (1
student from Year 10 is not sure of the regular contact with the ISC).
 89% students have regular contact with the well-being support person. 6 students are not sure (1 in Year 7, 1
in Year 8, 1 in Year 10, 1 in Year 11 and 2 in Year 12 ) while 2 students disagree having regular contact (1
in Year 8, 1 in Year 12).
 92% of students feel cared for by their homestay parents. 4 students are not sure (1 in year 7, 1 in Year 10
and 2 in Year 11).
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 89% of students agree they are able to contact an adult from the school to help them. 6 students are not sure
(1 in Year 8, 4 in Year 10 and 1 in Year 12).
 100% of students agree that they are able to find assistance if they need it.
 98% of students agree that their parents regularly receive reports about them. Only 1 student from Year 7 is
not sure.
2. School Services and Support
 98% of students agree that they are able to talk with their International Student Coordinator (ISC). Only 1
student in Year 7 is not sure.
 92% of students agree they are able to find a translator if they need one. 4 students are not sure (2 in Year
7, 1 in Year 8, and 1 in Year 11)
 96% of students agree that they are able to get help with their work. 2 students are not sure.(1 in Year 9 and
1 in Year 10)
 92% of students agree they are able to speak with a counsellor if they need to while 4 students (2 in Year 7,
and 2 in Year 8) are not sure.
3. Accommodation and Homestay
There are 37 international students in homestay arrangement. They are mainly from Year 10 -12.
 94% of students in homestay arrangement agree that their homestay family care for them. 2 students are not
sure (1 in Year 10 and 1 in Year 11)
 89% of students agree that their homestay is comfortable. 4 students are not sure (3 in Year 11 and 1 in
Year 12)
 91% of students agree that the food in their homestay is good. 3 students are not sure (2 in Year 11 and 1 in
Year 12)

Ashwood High School

Page 16 Parent Newsletter No 6

 97% of students agree that house rules in their homestay are clear to them. Only 1 student in Year 10 is not
sure.
 97% of students know what to do if they have a problem in their homestay. Only 1 student in Year 10 is not
sure.
4. Academic and School Program
 94% of students agree that they are able to approach teachers if they don’t understand the work. 3 students
are not sure (2 in Year 10 and 1 student in Year 11).
 100% of students agree that they are able to find help with their work if they need help.
 92% of students agree that they can talk with their International Student Coordinator about their work if they
need to. 4 students (1 in Year 7, 1 in Year 8 and 2 in Year 10) are not sure.
 96% agree that they have all the equipment they need for school. 2 students (1 in Year 8 and 1 in Year 9)
are not sure.
 100% of students have activities in which to participate if they would like.
 96% of students agree that they have participated in camps/ trips/ excursions/sports while 2 students (1 in
Year 8 and 1 in Year 11) are not sure. The student in Year 8 has missed out on the camps and trips as he
has only joined the school at the start of Term 3.
5. Orientation Program
This particular section is for new students who arrived at Ashwood High School this year. There are
28 students in this category and they are mainly from Year 7, Year 8 and Year 10.
 89% of students had information about Ashwood High School before they arrived. 3 students (1 in Year 8, 2 in
Year 10) are not sure.
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 96% of students knew what to expect when they arrived at Melbourne Airport. 1 student in Year 7 is not sure.
Note: He arrived with his parents.
 89% of students agree that transportation to the school/homestay was arranged. 3 students (2 in Year 8 and 1
in Year 10) are not sure. These 3 students arrived with their parents. Hence, the school did not have to
provide them with transport.
 96% of students agree that they were shown around their local areas. 1 student in Year 10 is not sure. Note:
The school did not show student around as the student lives with his parent.
 96% of students agree that they were helped to understand banking, transport, mobile phones and myki cards
but 1 student from Year 10 is not sure. Note: the student lives with relatives who are able to help them.
Summary:
Generally, the students are highly satisfied with their overall interactions with their school and their homestay
accommodation. Most positive aspects include being able to find assistance if students need help (100%); being
able to find help with their work at school (100%); students have activities in which to participate(100%).
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator
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In addition to this, current Year 8 and 9 students have recently selected their elective subjects for next
year, which has also been an exciting new process. In order to provide opportunities for student voice,
increase the breadth of choice in elective subjects for students in Years 9 and 10, and ensure that
appropriate pathways to VCE can be undertaken by every student: in 2018, Ashwood High School will run
a combined elective program for students in these year levels.
By running combined elective subjects at Years 9 and 10, students are able to choose from a much
greater selection of elective choices. In 2018 students have selected four out of ten elective subjects
including Art, Computing, Design Technologies (Wood/Metal), Drama, Food Studies, French, Media,
Music, Outdoor Studies and Visual Communication & Design. Elective subjects are semester-based units
and students have selected two elective subjects per semester. The Victorian Curriculum supports our
combined elective program, as these subjects are all assessed against standards than span over two
years.
Year 10 students also had the option to apply to undertake an early commencement VCE subject (Biology,
Health & Human Development or Legal Studies). VCE subjects are year-long subjects, however, and take
the place of two elective choices.
Students wishing to continue their study of French in Years 9 or 10 selected it as an elective. However,
please note that French will still run separate Year 9 and Year 10 level programs. The French electives are
also year-long and take the place of two elective choices.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

The second half of Term 3 has been an incredibly busy but exciting few weeks in terms of curriculum. All
current Year 10 students have had individualized course counselling sessions and selected exciting
subjects and courses for 2018 as they embark on their senior school journey through VCE, VET and/or
VCAL. Current Year 11 students have also received individual course counselling in order to consolidate
their subject selections and courses for their final year of secondary school studies next year.

So, as you can see, there has been a strong focus this term on preparation and planning for next year.
2018 Booklists will be published shortly. It’s important that all students organise their books and materials
early to ensure they start off the new year on the right foot. Exciting times ahead!
Ms Natalie Same | Head of Curriculum
Outdoor Studies: Port Phillip Bay

On 22 August the Year 10 Outdoor Studies class travelled by bus to various locations around Port Phillip Bay
to investigate coastal environments and how people form relationships with them. We were lucky enough to
visit some beautiful spots including, Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary at Black Rock, Hampton Beach, St Kilda
Beach and Port Melbourne Beach.
We saw some wonderful sea life at Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary and Hampton Beach. This included
beautiful orange and purple starfish, a sea cucumber and various fish. We then walked along the foreshore
and beach from Elwood Canal to Port Melbourne. Along the way we stopped at St Kilda Pier for lunch and
explored the history of the area.
We learnt a lot about the importance of coastal environments and why we need to ensure their sustainability.
The excursion allowed us to apply what we had learnt and helped us better understand that we must take our
fragile environments.
Chloe Allen

Ashwood High School

Page 18 Parent Newsletter No 6

Year 10 Writing Journals
This term in Year 10 English we have practised our writing in our dedicated writing journals. Ms Ferguson
gives us a topic and we have free reign to write what we wish. Some of the topics have included: Roads – for
a Year 10 council competition; Trust – based on our initial ideas from watching ‘The Merchant of Venice’,
Stereotypes, Prejudice, and Mercy. Below is an example of a story I wrote for the ‘Trust’ topic.
Carl Wojciechowski, Year 10

I used to trust everyone, everything, everywhere. It was up until one day, 3 August, it all
changed.
It all started off by me walking to school. A particularly long walk, about five kilometres. As I
was walking through the foggy, packed bushland, something felt different. I can’t recall too
much of what happened that day, but I remember a subtle chill run down my spine. I
continued the daily hike as usual, and finally arrived at school.
As I carried myself through the rusted gates, everything seemed...dark. There was an eerie
feel to the air, tough to explain.
The school grounds were empty. Oh well, I could just be early, right? I peered down at my
watch. “8:21” I mumbled quietly to myself. “Usually, students would be at school by now”. My
deluded mind went in to overdrive. 821 was the number of students that go to my school,
what could possibly have happened to them? Surely...out of that many people, there should
be at least one person at school already...
I pulled my phone out of my pocket, and texted my friend. After a few minutes, I finally get a
notification.
“Public Holiday”.
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English/Humanities/LOTE

Year 7 ACE – The Outsiders text study
Our Year 7 ACE English class have been working on a text study of S.E. Hinton’s classic coming of age
novel ‘The Outsiders’. Our summative assessment for this unit was a persuasive creative response. I chose
to look at the labels that can harm people in society.
Mary Giannopoulos, Year 7

Labels are Harmful to Society
Labels are a part of every society. They allow people to group things, but not always
correctly. Humans have a desire to place labels on everything, giving them the ability to
distinguish and group things, but this desire can cause negative preconception, exclusion
and division in society.
To begin with, labels in society create prejudice. They allow people to have pre-judgemental
ideas and notions about others, which can lead to racism, ageism and sexism. These
negative judgements are a result of stereotypes, which generalise and oversimplify people.
Furthermore, many people do not feel like they fit into a certain label. This results in
exclusion and pressure to be a certain way. People, especially adolescents, feel as though
to have personality they must fit into an overly specific generalisation, so they lose their
individual identity to fit in. Teens may even fit into groups that they are uncomfortable with,
this creates a deeper uncertainty on your self-identity.
Lastly, labels divide society. They separate people and push them apart. This creates
closemindedness as certain labels are viewed negatively. But labels do not define you! Using labels on people ignores deeper reflection of personality. People are too dynamic to be
placed in a box.
In conclusion, labels are harmful to society, especially to adolescents. People feel a need to
label things, but people are not things and you cannot just slap a label on a person’s
complex personality. Judging people on labels creates prejudice, exclusion and separation
from society.

Ashwood High School

Page 19 Parent Newsletter No 6

Year 7 Poetry
The following poems were inspired by reading and studying the set novel text, Blueback, by Tim Winton.
Students studied the setting of the novel and were asked to write a poem about the beach using imagery,
rhyming couplets and a repeating key line. Please enjoy reading the Year 7 students’ impressions of “A Day
at the Beach”.
Ms Karen Bares | Allied Learning Area Coordinator - English/LOTE/Humanities

My Homeland
At the beach I see the boats sail,
As I walk on the soft sand, I see the shells trail.
I can smell the scent of the salty air,
Whilst I go and sit on my relaxing chair.
I can see the sun, I can see the sand. This is my homeland.
Beach Poem
I go and run on the golden sand,
I touch the beautiful sea with my hand.
I eat a juicy, delicious peach,
As I sit down and enjoy the beach.
What a good time.

The burning sun on my back,
I can see the waves subtract.
Next to me, there’s a shell on its side,
Wish, Wosh, there’s the tide.
I can see the sun, I can see the sand. This is my homeland.
Carli Taranto

I relax and watch people happily walk past,
With dogs that really enjoy running fast.
The seagulls screech in the sky,
As I say to the beach “Goodbye”
What a good time.
Auson Tseng

The Sea comes and goes
On the sandy beach I go for a walk,
Whilst the seagulls squawk and talk.
The glistening blue water making waves,
While the ocean came and gave.
The sea comes and goes.
I feel the blazing sun burn my body,
While I pull my board which ani’t too shoddy.
Blinded by the salty sea rush,
Filled my mouth with a great sandy gush.
The sea comes and goes.
Dannah Casanova

Beach Poem
The salty stench is repelling,
But the clear water is compelling.
I see shells gleaming like silver,
The tide is playing as the ocean’s filter.
As the waves crash the sun goes, where to no one knows.
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The gulls are speedy, as fast as a gun,
I’m in the water and splash for fun.
The sun shines and it is bright,
The water shimmers from the light.
As the waves crash the sun goes,
where to no one knows.
Ramzi Bardel

The Beach
As I touch the beach with my hand,
I feel little sloops of wet sand.
The beach was clean and empty,
So the space was ever so plenty.
Looking for sea creatures at the
beach.
A Day at the Beach
When the sun rises up it’s nice to see,
My friends and I build castles next to the sea.
I dodge the crab’s claws like powerful scissors,
My sister told me crabs are good diggers.
The beach is so great that I forgot my fidget spinner.

In the distance, a small light appeared,
Almost like it was shiny and clear.
As it slowly approached the wet sand,
The creature used its slimy tentacles to grab my hand.
Looking for sea creatures at the beach.

I jump in the ocean with not a care,
The water made seaweed of my floating hair.
I breathe salty air when I lay on the sand,
I hear the whales sing like they are in a band.
The beach is so great that I forgot my fidget spinner.

I hesitate to take the tentacles off,
As I made a heavy cough.
The creature had run away,
And I headed to the bay.
Maybe I’ll see the creature another time then.

Leo Li

Aland Gan

Ashwood High School

Page 20 Parent Newsletter No 6

Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator / VCE Physics Teacher

Construction

Testing

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

The Year 11 Physics students have recently completed their study of the topic “How do heavy things fly?”
With their main assessment based on the design, construction and testing of a model glider. The students
were required to apply their knowledge of the physics of flight and motion to produce a model that would
have the best glide ratio when tested in the gymnasium. The glide ratio compares the range (ground
distance) over which a plane flies to its loss in altitude.

Group photos
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This term Engineers without Borders came and showed us what they do such as: designing bridges,
technical gadgets and lots more. There are lots of types of engineers that deal with different types of things
for example a technical engineer deals with technical problems and also designs new devices. When they
came into our class they set us challenges and one was related to designing a house that floats. This is in
response to flooding in countries like Cambodia where people lose their houses and in some cases lives
every year during wet season when the rivers are in flood. In teams we had to design and then make a
floating house with limited materials such as straws cups and string. In the end we tested our houses to see
if they would float with the action of putting marbles inside and seeing how many each floating house would
take. After the activity the whole class thought that engineering is a good and fun job that some of us might
take into consideration when we are older.
Lucas Patterson–Year 7

In Science class on 22 August, four students from Monash University
came to talk to us about Engineers without Borders. We learnt a lot
about the different types of engineers and what they do. These
students from university had a great understanding of what they were
teaching us. The students really enjoyed what they were doing
because they came to our school as volunteers. We learnt about the
houses in Cambodia and if they are smart, safe and useable. When
they make the houses they have to float on the water because the
water level rises when it rains but many people in Cambodia only get
50c a day and they also have to feed their family and the materials to
make the houses safe cost a lot. So our activity was to make a
miniature version of a floating house we had to think about if it was
affordable safe and that it didn’t sink. Whichever team got the most marbles in the boat without it sinking
won. Our team won and we managed to get 100+ marbles in our boat. Overall we learnt a lot about
engineering and the opportunities there are for engineers to help people.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Engineers Without Borders

Lily Patterson–Year 7
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Many exciting projects are under way in the Visual Communication and Design & Technology classes. Year 7s
and 8s have been enjoying the possibilities of the 3D Modelling program Sketchup, Year 10s have been busily
designing and creating unique products in metal, and the Senior Visual Communication students are fast
finishing their major folios.
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology

Julia Condon (Class of 2014)
visit to Year 12 Visual
Communication Design

In our Unit 3 and 4 class Visual Creation and Design, we had two major
SAT tasks for Term 1 and 2. The first term we were given a major
assessment where each of us had to design a new packaging net for our
communication design field. Our constraints were that it had to be a tissue
box, it had to be out of the four animals given to us and it had to meet our
target audience preferences. Our next major SAT folio was based on our
interest and it consist of designing a brief to meet the client's needs. We had
a graduate of Ashwood High School, Julia Condon, come in to help guide us
with our folio. Julia was very helpful as she gave us tips on how we could
improve our folio and develops our ideas to produce our most potential final.
The classes have been really enjoyable where everyone worked as a team
to help and support each other through ideas and development issues. We
would recommend any one in Year 8, 9 and 10 to take the class next year.
Prim Boonsatdha, Year 12 Visual Communication Design

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Visual Communication Design Report

Year 10 Design Technology: Metal
In my opinion Design Technology is one of the most interesting subjects in our
school. It's a peaceful environment where I design different things and then I'm
given the opportunity to make those designs. In this subject I feel like I can put
my ideas and imagination on paper without being judged. In fact sometimes
the teacher boosts my confidence by encouraging me to do more designs after
seeing my pervious ones. I'm also taught how to work with metal. For example
making jewellery, sculptures etc. We also learn different methods of working
with metal and how to make the environment we're in safe for ourselves and
others. Overall I enjoy going to this class and I believe it's heaven for people
who are into art.
Bardia Zarrinnam, Year 10 Design & Technology: Metal
Year 10 Design &
Technology: Metal

Year 8 Visual Communication Design – Learning 3D
modelling design program Sketchup for Architecture
& Product Design

Ashwood High School

Year 7 Design Technology:
Working on skateboard
deck surface
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On Friday 25 August the Intermediate Table Tennis and Basketball teams participated in the Interschool
Round Robin. There were 2 boys and 1 girls basketball teams that represented Ashwood High School, and
likewise with the Table Tennis teams. Congratulations to the Intermediate Boys Table Tennis Team of
Jay Zhang, Michael Wang, Jenson Zhou and Jason Huang who were victorious on the day. The boys will now
represent our school at the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Round Robin on Wednesday 1 November.
The Year 7s were very eager as we sent out 48 students in the form of 2 boys and 2 girls basketball teams,
2 boys table tennis teams and a boys hockey team.
From all reports from the staff members it was a fun-filled day, I will report the results of the Year 7
Interschool day in the next newsletter.
I am excited to announce that all Year 7 students will be participating in a Swimming Program at Ashburton
Pool for 5 weeks in Term 4. More details to come via the newsletter and Compass.
A reminder to the Intermediate Girls Hockey Team, that your competition date has been postponed to
Tuesday 17 October (Week 2 of Term 4).
Finally, the Interschool Boys and Girls Lacrosse is scheduled to take place on Friday 20 October (Week 2
of Term 4), look out for this event to be on your Compass calendar very soon.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Interschool Sport
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The ACE program has continued to flourish over both the Year 7 and Year 8 year levels. On 29 August, eight
of the Year 8 ACE students and I travelled to Glen Iris Primary School to participate in their French Art Day.
The theme this year was Cendrillon (Cinderella), a well-known fairy tale which has Greek, Italian and French
origins. Ashwood students spent the morning with Prep classes doing a variety of activities, one of which
involved helping them make Cinderella finger puppets! Then, all students watched a marionette version of the
famous fairy tale which was performed in both English and French. Our hosts were kind enough to offer
students a French morning tea of cheeses, brioche and croissants, délicieux!
Mr Alistair Rayner | ACE Coordinator

“On 29 August, eight students from the Year 8 ACE class went to Glen Iris Primary for their French Day.
Fortunately, we got to work with the gorgeous Preps they have there! They were extremely excited to see us
and were keen to talk to us. We helped them with several games an activities throughout the day. We also
assisted with their French puppet performances and creation. We helped them learn their colours and
numbers 1-10 in French. Part of the day we helped them create their own puppet and got a chance to talk with
the lovely preps. Overall it was a great day.”
Sienna Spencer, Jessica Harding and Emma Silk—Year 8

On Tuesday 29 August, eight students from the Year 8 ACE class spent the majority of the day at Glen Iris
Primary School. There we were split up to help different classes with making puppets. We also watched a
puppet performance of Cinderella that switched between French and English. We had lots of fun and learnt
about the origins of Cinderella.
Kelly Martin—Year 8

In other ACE news Year 7 student Sam Harvison participated in a unique
opportunity in his Science studies:
“A few weeks ago, I went to the Queen Victoria Market, and took part in a
special science day, which was arranged by the CSIRO. At one of the
stalls, there was a pipetting challenge and I was asked to participate.
I naturally agreed, as the prize was an iTunes voucher, and I ended up
achieving the winning result of 5.4 millilitres. It was a fun chance to
engage in a science-themed activity, and I was able to have some fun
with a piece of lab equipment”.

Student Learning (Curriculum &Co Curricular Ac vi es)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Sam Harvison–Year 7

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.
The visitor carpark near the main office is not a drop off or pickup point and note that
there are parking restrictions in Vannam Drive near to the pedestrian crossing, during
School Hours 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Ashwood High School
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We are very pleased to see an increase in enrolments for Semester 2 with students showing an interest in
keyboard, woodwind and drum lessons. Quite a few Year 7 students are now taking Instrumental lessons as
a follow on from their classroom music experience and we look forward to tracking their progress and seeing
them entertain our audiences at future performance events.
A big congratulations to Ms Ferguson, her team and all of the talented students involved in the recent House
Performance Festival which was a highly successful and enjoyable evening. It takes a lot of work and
dedication to stage such a whole school event. Well done!
We are also looking forward to next term with the Choir receiving their much anticipated badges at the first
assembly in Term 3. Both the choir and the woodwind ensemble will be focusing on performing in the local
community during Term 4 and of course we have our End of Year “Masquerade” Concert coming up on the
15 November. Students are already working with their Instrumental teachers to put together a night of
“Masked” entertainment.
We especially look forward to sharing the talents of our students and the Masquerade theme with our
audience.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Page 26 Parent Newsletter No 6

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT
Ashwood High School has proudly signed up to be a
part of the Respectful Relationships initiative that is
currently being implemented within all Victorian
Schools.
While schools across Victoria have been teaching
respectful relationships in their curriculum for many
years, this initiative will strengthen their ability to
promote and model gender equity in everything they
do and support students and staff affected by family
violence. Please note that this program is not
affiliated with the Safe School Coalition.
In the family violence prevention space, the term
‘Respectful Relationships’ has a very specific
meaning – the building and promotion of gender
equity in relationships, and the challenging of
gender stereotypes. Respectful Relationships is
about tackling family violence through education. As
part of a staged process, all Victorian schools will be
supported to implement a whole school approach.
This will include looking at schools’ practices and
policies relating to gender and driving meaningful
cultural change. The approach will build a culture of
respect and equality in our schools - as learning
places and as workplaces that achieve long-term
change in the community.
“Embedding Respectful Relationships in schools
and early childhood settings is key to preventing
family violence in the long term”. (DET)
So what does this mean for Ashwood High School?
Although we already promote and encourage
Respectful Relationships within our school, we will
be looking at our approach as a whole school in
terms of Leadership and commitment, school culture
and environment, professional learning strategies,
teaching and learning, community partnerships and
support for students and staff along with building
upon our already embedded value of respect, with
the Respectful Relationships guidelines as another
platform.
More details about the initiative can be found on the
Department of Education website – Respectful
Relationships.
Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.

Ashwood High School
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Stress – Study & Exams
Experiencing stress is normal. It’s the body’s way of increasing our focus, attention, and energy so that we
can rise to a challenge. This type of stress is productive stress.
Unproductive stress, on the other hand, can cause health and other problems. It’s important that we learn
to relieve or manage unproductive stress before it shows up as a health problem and an inability to cope
Some signs that a student is experiencing unproductive stress:








Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Trouble sleeping
Irritability with oneself and others
Trouble concentrating
Anxiety, panic attacks, depression
Feelings of isolation
Avoiding school (absenteeism)
Defeatist attitude (‘what’s the point?’)

Some ways to help:
POSITIVE CONVERSATIONS






Encourage them to think about what works for them when it comes to their study routine.
At what time of day (early morning, in the evening) do they concentrate the best?
What study methods do they find most effective for learning?
What activities will they build into their schedule for relaxation and fun?
Encourage students to use visual forms of inspiration to help them focus on study, such as inspirational
quotes or pictures.

PRACTICAL STUDY TIPS








Where possible have a clean, organised area to study in
Use a music playlist or mobile phone to time study periods
Switch phone to flight mode (or turn it off). Use it only during scheduled breaks
Write study notes by hand, rather than type
Record study notes, then replay them frequently. (Make that smart phone work for you!)
Stick study notes up around the house
Encourage students to revise and re-learn things they’ve already studied

ENCOURAGE A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE



Provide regular, healthy meals.
The brain needs glucose to function effectively. Load up on complex carbohydrates for breakfast, and
especially prior to exams
 Set aside 30 minutes a day for exercise, even if it’s just going for a walk
 Get enough sleep so that they can concentrate the next day (phones out of the bedroom at night!)
 Study plans need to include breaks and days off
Balance and consistency is key.
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/surviving-school-exams-and-stress/
Ms Fiona Keech | Adolescent Health Nurse
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Writing a Personal Statement for Tertiary Applications
As our Year 12 students are in the process of making tertiary choices it’s important to note that some tertiary
institutions will require them to write a ‘personal statement’ to support their choice, while others will give
students the option as to whether they’d like to provide one. So what is a personal statement and how do you
go about writing one?
A personal statement essentially includes the reason(s) for applying for a particular course and it proves to
selectors that you are worthy of a place. It demonstrates a student’s genuine interest in and passion for the
study they are wishing to pursue. The ATAR may catch the selector’s eye but the personal statement will
convince them of the student’s motivation, potential and ability to further study.

Transi ons & Pathways
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Before you write your personal statement here are the following things to consider –


Why are you applying for the course? – it’s important to say this at the beginning and include what has
motivated you, why you are interested in the course. Say something that reflects your enthusiasm



Evidence that you know what the course is about



What makes you suitable? – talk about qualities and skills universities value and reflect on relevant
work experience, achievements gained from education, positions of responsibility, transferable skills



How your current studies relate to your chosen course



Extra-curricular activities – eg Duke of Edinburgh, school awards, volunteer work, community projects,
captaining a sports team



Personal interests and part-time work – use them to demonstrate personal qualities and transferable
skills that will be relevant to your chosen course



Career Plans and ambitions

A personal statement needs to be well structured, have a powerful opening followed by 2-3 paragraphs
providing evidence of your aptitude and enthusiasm for study. The last two paragraphs might be devoted to
extra curricular interests and finally a summary of your motivation and potential.
Some Dos and don’ts

DO
 Write clearly and convincingly

DON’T

 Be enthusiastic

 Use clichés like ‘from a young age, love working
with animals/helping people

 Be honest and genuine

 Try to be too clever or funny

 Use plain English

 Use over complicated language

 Be natural so that it sounds like you

 Repeat information already in other parts of your
application

 Provide examples to back up your stories
 Carefully proof read your statement for
mistakes, grammar and spelling. Perhaps
have family, teachers proof read your statement

 Mention other Universities
 Use bad English and spelling
 Be tempted to exaggerate what you’ve done
 Leave until last minute

Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor
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The month of August was a very busy time for our older students with university Open Days every weekend. The Year 12 students used these opportunities to inform decisions about study applications for
2018, while our Year 10 and 11 students were able to start the initial planning for this process, including
the selection of appropriate subjects for their final years of schooling at Ashwood High School.
The course counselling with our Year 10 and 11 students in recent weeks certainly reinforced this. With
many students showing that they had indeed made very considered choices for their studies that would
allow them access to the greatest range of courses in their areas of interest.

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

With the timely date for VTAC applications falling in the first week of the term break, 5 pm Thursday 28
September, Year 12 students are reminded to ensure that they have completed their applications
and met any of the additional requirements. These requirements may include submission of folios or
additional tasks, or in the case of many TAFE courses, may require attendance at an information session
or interview.
Students are also strongly recommended to apply for scholarships, which can be done via the VTAC
website in most cases. Scholarships are granted on the basis of a number of criteria, including academic
results and individual circumstances that may include financial, medical and other difficulties that have
impacted on educational outcomes. Scholarship applications through VTAC must be completed by 5pm
13 October.
Local students may also apply for SEAS (Special Entry Access Scheme) where appropriate. Students
are reminded that this process requires a statement of impact from the student as well as a statement of
support. This confidential program is in place to ensure that all students have equal access to courses,
by considering the impact difficult circumstances have had on a student’s education. SEAS applications
must be completed by 5pm 10 October.
All students applying for a Commonwealth Supported Place at university or TAFE (with a VTAC course
code ending in 1) must ensure that they have a Tax File number (TFN) before enrolment in January.
These can be applied for online at: https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Tax-file-number/Apply-for-a-TFN/
Any student experiencing difficulty with their VTAC applications are encouraged to contact me via email
over the term break.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

As soon as you are aware of any changes of address, phone
numbers, medical details, living arrangements or any long
term absences, please notify the school at 9807 1333 to
ensure all our records are accurate.

Ashwood High School
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Resources
Fencing to match existing black fencing in Vannam Drive has commenced. The fencing will extend around
High Street Road and end at the private residence. The renewed fencing will add to the aesthetics of the
school. The paling fence around the private residence on High Street Road has been completed.
Landscaping continues around the amphitheatre and Senior School Centre. Plants and trees are showing
signs of new growth. The grassed areas are showing signs of becoming more established and the builder’s
fencing will be removed very soon.
Finance
Parent Payments - Ashwood High School values the high level of support it receives from parents and
families. Your financial support allows us to offer our students extra resources and high quality programs,
beyond our basic curriculum funding provided by the Department of Education and Training (DET), such as:





purchase of Robotics equipment for our exciting STEM based subjects
upgrade of our music production studios
much needed fencing and signage for our school
upgrade of the new all-purpose sports courts to a plexi-pave surface.

Parent / Community Partnerships

BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT

Reminder statements were posted at the end of August. Thank you to families who have followed up with
payments to the office. If you have any queries about your statement please do not hesitate to contact the
General Office on 9807 1333.
Parent payments for 2018 have been presented to the Finance and Resources Committee and were
approved at the School Council meeting in September. This is part of the budget process which will
commence shortly. A draft budget for 2018 will be prepared and presented to the Finance and Resources
Committee in October, this will then be put forward to School Council for approval in November.
Ms Debbie Whitehouse | Business Manager
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Parent / Community Partnerships
Ashwood High School

Page 32 Parent Newsletter No 6

