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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT
Presentation and Awards Ceremony 2017–
Growing Pride and Achievement
The Presentation and Awards Ceremony on
Thursday 30 November 2017 was a wonderful way
for us to share in our students’ achievements. Please
refer to the many positive images within this final
Newsletter edition for 2017.

Mr Brett Moore with Sagar Sareen

Final Message from the Principal’s Office 2017
Dear Parents and Members of the Ashwood High
School Community,
I would like to welcome you to the final Newsletter of
the school year. You will find some reasons to
celebrate, some administrative issues and our best
wishes for the Christmas holiday period.
VCE Results 2017 – Growing Pride and
Achievement
Our engaging and rigorous academic program at
Ashwood High School continues to deliver excellent
VCE results, enabling our students to embark on a
variety of tertiary courses and access sought after
employment opportunities, including traineeships and
apprenticeships.
Congratulations to our 2017 Dux Sagar Sareen who
achieved an ATAR of 98.50. Sagar achieved study
scores of 48 for English and 40 for Mathematical
Methods. Congratulations to Sagar and his family. Of
course, well done to all staff who supported Sagar to
achieve these exemplary results.
There were many outstanding results including:
 A number of 40+ scores in English, Psychology,
Health and Human Development, Chemistry,
Media, Mathematical Methods, EAL, Food Studies
 98% satisfactory VCE completion
 24% of students with ATARs of 80 or above
 95% of students applying for tertiary places
 2 students were awarded the VCE Baccalaureate
VTAC change of preferences closed Wednesday 20
December, 2017 at 12:00 noon. We are continuing to
provide careers advice and counselling for the
students of the Class of 2017. Please do not hesitate
to contact Mrs Julie Huggins (Senior School
Coordinator/ Careers Cooordinator) for advice
regarding the transition to further study, employment
with ongoing training.

School Colours Ceremony

School Colours Ceremony – Growing Pride and
Achievement
Our inaugural School Colours Ceremony was held on
Thursday 9 November, 2017. It was extremely
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pleasing to acknowledge the active participation of
parents and family members at this event. Deserving
students have been wearing their badges with pride and
distinction. I get a sense that many more students will
be motivated to complete and submit their applications
for consideration in 2018. Not all students who applied
for awards received awards. There is a evidenced
based process underpinning awards nominations at
Ashwood High School.
Enrolments, Staffing and Allotments – Valuing
Staff and Building Capacity
The projected enrolment for 2018 is 430 (395 in 2017).
Our Year 7 enrolment has increased from 33 to 99 over
the past couple of years.
Staff Movements, Acknowledgements and
Farewells - Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
Due to enrolment growth, we have been in the fortunate
position of recruiting many new quality teachers to our
school. Newly employed staff for 2018 will be introduced
to the community at the first Whole School Assembly
and Newsletter. We say goodbye to the following staff
members and thank them for their contribution. We wish
our staff well in their journey, knowing that they have
benefited from the experience of having worked in a
GREAT school.
April Tricker: Ms Tricker joined Ashwood High
School when Sunyi Song was provided Leave without
Pay to take up a promotional short term contract
position in another Government School – Wantirna
College. April has been a delightful addition to our staff
and we wish her well in her future endeavours.
Renee Wang: Renee joined Ashwood High School in
Term 3 2016 as a volunteer, and in January 2017 as the
International Student Aide. Renee has a Master’s
Degree in Engineering from Melbourne University, but
with a love for education, she joined our staff. We
farewell Renee, as a Chinese resident, as she returns to
China for family reasons.
Brigitte Ferguson: Ms Ferguson joined Ashwood
High School in 2015. Brigitte has been the Paterson
Ashwood High School

House Coordinator and has been responsible for our
Performing Arts Festival and various musicals over the
past few years. Brigitte has secured an English position
at Genazzano FCJ College in Kew and we wish her well
in her new school.
Sunyi Song: Ms Song joined Ashwood High School
in May 2008 as an International Student Program
Assistant Coordinator to the highly esteemed Ms Kim
Elliston and an EAL teacher. Through her experience at
Ashwood High School, Sunyi has secured a promotional
position at Wantirna College as the English Language
Program Coordinator. We thank Sunyi for her enormous
commitment to the school and wish her well for the
future.
Anne Gellatly: Ms Gellatly joined Ashwood in 2006
and is a responsible for the inception of our wonderful
coloured trees to the south of the Administration
building. Anne has been on Leave in 2017, as she was
uncertain about cutting her ties with this GREAT school
at the end of 2016. Anne is wonderful art teacher who
has been very involved in sharing knowledge and
artistic abilities. She is well known for her coaching of
VCE students to reach their full potential. Always one to
put her hand up, she has always been reliable and
ready to help. This year Anne has returned from time to
time as a Casual Relief Teacher. You can’t walk outside
without seeing her weeding the garden! We wish Anne
Gellatly well for her retirement (if that is possible).
Janet Wiggins: Ms Wiggins commenced at
Jordanville Technical School in 1981 in the Home
Economics and Textiles Department. When Jordanville
Technical School merged with Ashwood High School in
1989 Janet spent a few short stints at McKinnon
Secondary, Templestowe and Doncaster Secondary
College. She finally moved over to Ashwood in 1996
and has remained here ever since. Janet has had a
long and rewarding career, teaching Food Technology,
Textiles, HHD, Science, PE, Sport, Numeracy VCAL
(Personal Development and Literacy), Humanities and
she has held many positions of responsibility including:
Sport Coordinator, Year 8 Coordinator (12 years), Year
11 Coordinator (2 years) and was House Coordinator
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for Cowen for 3 years. Janet also implemented a
Chinese exchange program and she counts this
experience as life changing for both students and staff.
One benefit of being at the school for so long is that Janet
has seen the successful progress of so many students
through high school education. Janet’s wonderful sense
of humour and dedication for her students will be missed.
We thank Janet for her dedication to Ashwood High
School and wish her well in her retirement.
Voula Jakubicki and Natalie Same will be on Leave in
2018.
Annual Implementation Plan 2018 – Good to
GREAT
The 2018 AIP has recently been approved by School
Council.
The AIP is a road map of our school’s
improvement priorities and initiatives. In recent times we
have surpassed all goals and priorities outlined in the
Strategic Plan (endorsed in 2014). The Path Forward at
Ashwood which was endorsed by the Department
superseded the Strategic Plan and reflects the enormous
and bold projections for Ashwood High School which
have become realised in such a brief period of time.
The implementation of the AIP reflects ‘The Path
Forward at Ashwood High School’. The main focus
areas for 2018 are:


Academic Achievement:
 Consistency of practice
Learning Model;

–

Teaching

&

 Rigorous assessment schedule and rubrics;
 Feedback and reporting;
 Disciplined and accountable learning.


Student Engagement & Wellbeing:
 Empowering students and growing pride through
enhancing student voice – advocacy and
agency;
 Orderly learning environment - protocols (school
wide) - new room numbering and pathway
signage;
 Consolidation of our School Colours Program;
 Enhancing the
programs.



quality

of

our co-curricular

Increased Productivity through Community
Engagement in Learning:
 Continue to re-position the school – Ashwood
High School Branding (inside and outside);
 Consolidate new budget process introduced in
2017;
 Strategic resourcing and alignment;
 Physical resources – complete and embed the
buildings and grounds upgrade program;
 eLearning Strategy;
 Enhance our educational partnerships to improve
student learning and engagement.

School Staff Survey 2017 - Valuing Staff and Building
Capacity
School Staff Survey data is extremely positive. Staff
opinion demonstrates an increased confidence in the
Ashwood High School

School’s guaranteed and viable curriculum.

School Performance Report 2017 – ‘Good to
GREAT’
The achievement data in the School Performance
Report is very encouraging. We have seen
considerable growth in our NAPLAN data. At this point
in time, our School is described as a “Recharge”
school with some areas in the “Influence” Category.
We have experienced enormous growth in Numeracy
as expressed in the Year 9 data.

VCE Preparatory Program – Growing Pride and
Achievement
The VCE Preparatory Program occurred for two weeks
once again (we changed to a two-week program from a
one-week program in 2016). This has enabled students
to be better prepared for the rigour of VCE. The
attendance and engagement of students was
unsurprisingly positive.
Kwong Lee Dow Scholarship – Growing Pride and
Achievement
Congratulations to Katriana Fernando who has received
a prestigious Kwong Lee Dow Scholarship through the
University of Melbourne for 2018. The Kwong Lee Dow
Scholarship program is part of growing pride and
achievement and improving students’ life choices and
aspirations.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Student Scholarships Year 7, 2018 – Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
I am pleased to announce the names of the Scholarship
award winners for 2018. The Grade 6 students came
from the following five schools in the five respective
scholarship categories:
 Academic Excellence Scholarship: Connor Shaw –
Amsleigh Park PS
 Leaders and Community Spirit Scholarship: Sasha
Pearce – Syndal South PS
 Sporting Excellence Scholarship: Ginger Perri –
Camberwell South PS
 Performing Arts Scholarship: Jessica Sterle –
Wheelers Hill PS
 Music Scholarship: Rupesh Bankar – Parkhill PS
Architectural and Building Program – Stage 2 –
Growing Pride and Achievement
Stage 2 of the Building Program has almost been
completed and finalised. We look forward to an Official
Opening Ceremony in 2018.
Co-curricular Program – Annual Music Concert Enhancing the Student Culture
The Music Concert – Masquerade Ball was very well
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attended by an appreciative audience. Well done to
Felica Mundell, Director of Music and all people who
were involved in this well-conceived and delivered
program. Please refer to photographs within this
Newsletter. There have been many co-curricular and
curricular programs highlights this term. The co-curricular
program and discretionary efforts of staff make you proud
to be part of the Ashwood High School community. So
much voluntary support on the part of staff and so much
effort on the part of students. Well done to all involved.
Grade 6 Orientation Evening and Day - Enhancing the
Student Culture
Grade 6 Orientation Evening for parents and students
was held on Monday 11 December at 6:30pm.
Orientation Day was held on Tuesday 12 December,
2017. It was a pleasure to welcome the largest Year 7
cohort in recent memory in to our School. The Performing
Arts Centre was fully-engaged, reaching maximum
capacity.
60th Celebration Committee – Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
Planning is well and truly in place for a year of celebration
in 2018. A huge day (and evening) is planned for Sunday
28 October 2018. Please put this in your 2018 calendar.
Further details will be provided in a timely manner.
Ashwood Revealed Campaign – 2018 – Increasing
Parent and Community Engagement
A plan has been developed for our Ashwood Revealed
Campaign for 2018. The Open Night will be on Tuesday
24 April 2018.
School Self Evaluation and School Review – Good to
GREAT
In 2018 Ashwood High School will be undertaking a
school self-evaluation in Term 1, followed by a School
Review in Term 2. An independent ‘umpire’ will conduct
the school review in Term 2 in consultation with students,
staff, parents and partners. A Strategic Plan will be
developed in Term 3 and 4 for full implementation for the
period 2019 – 2022. In 2022, our current Year 7 students
will be successfully completing VCE with highly
accomplished results. More than likely these results will
be the best ever in the life of Ashwood High School. It is
anticipated that our VCE Study Score average in 2022
will be 31 (at minimum).
Student Reporting – Growing Pride and Achievement
Good schools run effective examination programs.
Ashwood High School monitors and reports on student
progress and achievement. Ashwood High School prides
itself on providing thorough, informative and professional
advice and support in relation to student assessment and
reporting. All students’ reports will be made available on
Compass after 3:30pm Friday 22 December 2017. At
Ashwood High School , parent opinion on student
assessment and reporting continues to be very high. At
Ashwood High School, students are most appreciative of
the level of care that staff members show for their
learning.
Uniform Enforcement 2018 - Growing Pride and
Achievement
The uptake of the new uniform across all year levels has
been extremely positive. Important points to note for
2018:
all Year 7, 8 and 9 students and newly enrolled students
during 2016, 2017 and 2018 must be in full school
Ashwood High School

uniform. This includes the school bag and the wearing
of the blazer to and from school;
 when the tie is worn, the top button must be done
up (detentions will be issued in 2018);
 the tie must be worn on all days - except when the
weather forecast is in excess of 32 degrees Celsius.
Please note, warnings are not provided for noncompliance with uniform expectations. In anticipation, I
thank all families for growing pride and achievement at
Ashwood High School. Our school uniform has been a
symbolic part of our Renaissance and enrolment surge
at Ashwood High School. Our community expects high
expectations and I assure you that we are meeting with
your expectations as part of this aspirational
community.
Organisational Matters - Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
The following information will provide parents and
carers with some key information about getting ready
for the 2018 academic year at Ashwood High School:
General Office Hours during Christmas Holidays
2017 / 2018
The General Office will be closed on Friday 22
December 2017.
The General Office will be open from:
8:30am – 4:00pm Tuesday 23 January to Thursday
25 January 2018.
The office will then re-open normal hours (8:00am
to 4:15pm) from Monday 29 January 2018.
Uniform Shop at Dobsons

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)
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Dobsons
667 Glenferrie Road, HAWTHORN VIC 3122
Phone: 9819 1122 Fax: 9819 2854
Normal Opening Hours:
8:30am – 5:30pm Monday – Friday
9:00am – 5:00pm Saturday
Extended Opening Hours:
Australia Day Friday 26 January 2018 10:00am –
4:00pm
Sunday 28 January 2018 10:00am – 4:00pm
Dates for 2018 - Increasing Positive Parental and
Community Engagement
It is timely to inform parents of the term and curriculum
days for 2018, the first two curriculum days will be taken
at the beginning of the school year. Teachers will
commence on Monday 29 January. All students Year 7
– 12 will commence the 2018 academic year on
Wednesday 31 January 2018. Term dates for 2018
are:
Term 1: 31 January to 29 March
Term 2: 16 April to 29 June
Term 3: 16 July to 21 September
Term 4: 8 October to 21 December
Pupil Free Days 2018 * - Valuing Staff and Building
Capacity
Four pupil free days were recently approved at School
Council for 2018:
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Monday 29 January 2018 (state-wide) and Tuesday 30
January 2018 - Curriculum Day
Friday 15 June 2018 – Report Writing Day
Tuesday 14 August 2018 - Curriculum Day.

School Yearbook – ‘The Ashwood CHOIR’ 2017 –
Enhancing the Student Culture
The 2017 Yearbook ‘CHOIR’ as a showcase of student
and staff excellence will be available in 2017. The 2017
Ashwood High School Yearbook CHOIR is an
outstanding showcase of student and staff excellence
and parent / partner contributions. Congratulations to all
members of the School community who made a positive
contribution. In particular, thank you to Kath Robinson for
coordinating this fine quality publication.

Season’s Greetings – Increasing Positive Parental
and Community Engagement
2017 has been an extremely rewarding and successful
year – a year of significant improvement and growth. I
would like to pass on my sincere appreciation to
members of the School community for your enormous
support. The spirit around our School is friendly,
welcoming and purposeful. I am proud to be principal of
this GREAT school.
As a school, our energies are focussed on the personal
and collective wellbeing of students; realising the critical
role of engagement in informed and active service. It is
pleasing to reinforce that Ashwood High School
students continue to conduct themselves in a
courteous, responsible and respectful way, which
reflects well on themselves, their families and our
School community. Our academic results are also
improving which augurs well for the future.
I wish all members of our School community a safe,
enjoyable and prosperous holiday period. We look
forward to building on our successes with you in 2018
and beyond. I look forward to welcoming you back to
Ashwood High School in 2018. Best wishes and
Christmas cheers!
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
22 December 2017

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)
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More photos from the School Colours Ceremony

Ashwood High School
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School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

PRESENTATION AWARDS CEREMONY

Ashwood High School
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School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

END OF YEAR MUSIC CONCERT

Ashwood High School
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REFLECTIONS
As we approach the end of yet another school year, it
is worth reflecting upon the past eleven months or so
and celebrating the achievements and milestones that
have been reached.
Ashwood High School is, and for a long time has been,
a small but proud and cohesive learning community.
We are progressive and innovative and have a solid
sense of purpose, strong vision for learning which
offers a dynamic curriculum and breadth and wealth of
educational experiences.
Underpinning all of our
endeavours is our unwavering focus on developing
each individual by providing our students the best
education and the best preparation for life.
We can be proud of what we have achieved in 2017
and I congratulate and thank all who have all
contributed in various ways to our successes and
triumphs.
As I revisit some of our accomplishments, I note that
everything that has been achieved this year has
resulted from team work, collaboration, cooperation
and supportive relationships between all stake holders
– that is students, school, home and the broader
educational and social communities.
Although individual student’s efforts and achievements
should rightly be commended and applauded, the pride
and accolades must also be shared with those who
guided and encouraged them in their endeavours,
shared their knowledge and wisdom, and supported
them along the way.
As a school, we are driven by a common purpose, a
united vision for our students to maximise their
potential and do their best. We do not sit back and
accept things as they are but actively seek
opportunities for advancement. We want to broaden
student experiences; instil in them a desire to seek
knowledge and understanding and continually strive for
improvement. We want them to realise that awareness
and appreciation of how both the needs and
contributions of others shapes our own successes
throughout life, however those successes may be
defined.
The great English playwright and poet, William
Shakespeare, comments in his play, ‘Macbeth’, that life
is ‘full of sound and fury’. In 2017, like all other years,
has certainly been ‘full of sound and fury’! The rich
tapestry of school life has wrought so many
achievements and positive rewards and provided
opportunities and experiences to extend knowledge
and learning, develop new skills and understandings
and build and cement relationships.
As well as regular classroom activities and programs,
some of the highlights of this year include:
 The camps program at each year level extended
learning outside of the classroom, promoted team
building, expanded horizons and challenged some
out of their personal comfort zones.
 The Performing Arts Festival showcased our
Ashwood High School









students’ musical and dramatic talents, their
collaborative skills and generated friendly rivalry
and competition. In addition to this, the Performing
Arts program provided the Ashwood High School
community with ongoing, enjoyable and scintillating
entertainment throughout the year and the
Masquerade Ball was a particular stand-out.
The Swimming, and Athletics Carnivals and myriad
of sporting events confirmed students’ physical
fitness, agility and sporting prowess.
Academic rigour was tested through mid and end of
year exams, NAPLAN testing, University of New
South Wales subject competitions in English,
Mathematics and Science and through the Alliance
Française.
As has now become almost habitual, our students
have performed exceedingly well in the Debaters of
Victoria (DAV) debating competition
Our students proved themselves as excellent
ambassadors for the School in a range of social
contexts including as tour guides during Ashwood
Revealed; groups of Year 7 students visiting local
primary schools and speaking of their transitional
experiences; Year 10 Work Experience placements
Celebrations of efforts and achievements have
included the Principal’s Awards, School Colours
and Presentation Awards Ceremony

Schools need to be vibrant, dynamic, ever evolving
places which for periods of time bring together people
from varying backgrounds, interests and journeys.
Change is essential to the very nature of schools as
individuals within them grow, develop and head further
afield. We farewell our Year 12 students, both VCE
and VCAL, and wish them every success in their future
endeavours.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)
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Ashwood High School is indeed fortunate to have
talented and highly committed teachers and Education
Support staff. I would like to thank them for all their
hard work and dedication throughout the year in
supporting, encouraging, and yes, even hassling the
students when required. Student teacher competitions
throughout the year in futsal and basketball were very
popular activities and a testament to the great rapport
that exists. In particular, I would like to thank the
Student Management team, comprising of: Shelley
Haughey (Student Engagement, Wellbeing and
Transition Leading Teacher);Brigitte Ferguson, Katie
Grounds, Meg McLellan and John Sheehan (House
Coordinators); Julie Huggins (VCE Coordinator); Kim
Elliston (International Students Coordinator); Lea
Marrison (Student Services Manager), Fiona Keech
(Adolescent Health Nurse), Andrew Austin (School
Chaplain). They have been unstinting of their time and
efforts to ensure the wellbeing of our students.
The Student Leadership team of 2017 has done a
superb job of promoting Student Voice and I commend
them on the poise, confidence, efficiency and positive
attitudes they have brought to the roles. I look forward
to working closely with the 2018 Student Leaders next
year.
Tom Cruise (U.S actor) commented, ‘In this life, it's not
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what you hope for, it's not what you deserve - it's what
you take!’ As such, I would further encourage all
students to embrace the opportunities offered and to
fully immerse themselves in the abundance of
experiences.
Thank you to parents and guardians for their support
and partnership with the school to ensure the best
possible outcomes for their children.
Regular
communications,
attendance
at
Student
Led
Conferences and other social activities promote positive
relationships, shared understandings and congruence.
In particular, thank you to the members of the Parents
It has been a privilege to be part of Ashwood High
School. I would like to thank the Principal, Mr Brett
Moore for his leadership, support and pursuit of
Excellence for Ashwood High School. Thank you to
Anna Kukuruzovic, Assistant Principal for all the great
collegiate team approach to problem solving and
continued support throughout the year.
Thank you to all my colleagues at Ashwood High
School who have enabled me to learn about the school
through their continued commitment and dedication. I
would also like to thank Parents and Friends for
sharing their community aspirations and expectations
in their meetings. Your contributions have been
invaluable, and particularly in 2018, being the year of
school self-evaluation, peer review in preparation for
our next 2019-2022 Strategic Plan.
The term and year have passed quickly and being at
Ashwood High School for my first year, it has been an
overwhelming experience as the year has been filled
with
initiatives,
achievements
and
rewards,
engagement and increased parental participation in
school life. Thank you all for the great support.
Year 12 and End of Year Program
Congratulations to our Year 12 students on completion
of their schooling and best wishes to them all for the
next stage of their journeys. We wish the graduating
class all the best for the future, and hope they stay in
touch with the school and share their achievements
with us. I would also like to commend our students in
Year 7-11 for the manner in which they approached
and participated in the end of year program. Thank
you to all staff who prepared and conducted these
classes, to ensure that all our students have the best
possible start in their senior school studies.
Increased parental involvement in Student Led
Conferences
A substantial increase in parent’s participation in
Student Led Conferences was noticeable this year with
more than 1500 and 1300 bookings observed in Term
1 and 3, respectively.
Semester 2 Reports
Reports will be available to parents from 3:30pm on
Friday 15 December via the Compass Portal. Please
contact the school if you experience any difficulties
accessing the reports.
Proper use of Bus Services
CDC Special Bus drivers (across High Street Road)
have informed some of our staff on duty on numerous
Ashwood High School

and Friends Association who have worked tirelessly
for the betterment of all students.
In the words of Henry Ford, founder of the Ford Motor
Company: ‘Coming together is a beginning. Keeping
together is progress. Working together is success.’ I
wish you all a happy Christmas and a relaxing
summer break and look forward to another great year
in 2018.
Ms Anna Kukuruzovic | Assistant Principal — Student
Engagement & Wellbeing

occasions that some of our students are not using their
myKi to touch on and off. It should not be the bus
driver’s responsibility to remind every student to
correctly tap on and off, and we ask parents to ensure
that your children understand the importance of
following the bus service’s rules and regulations. This
issue has been raised with the students recently
through a Compass notification, yet there is still some
inconsistency about the correct use of myKi. If this
issue is not resolved, it may compromise the
availability of the bus services in the future.
Road Crossing
The School received numerous reports in Term 4 that
some of our students disregard the person on bus duty
and cross the road well before hearing the whistle
signal from the person on duty. This prompted Council
staff to contact the City of Monash to report these
incidents and the school to alert parents about the
collective responsibility for duty of care. The school
would like to emphasise the due diligence in observing
the rules while crossing the roads to and from school. It
is crucial that the City of Monash employees exercise
their duty with all due respect from the school
community.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)
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2018 Year 7 Compass Information Session
Year 7 and new parents Compass information session
and Welcome BBQ will be held in the PAC (Week 2 of
Term 1) on Tuesday 13 February (6:15-7:15pm).
2018 Camps in Term 1
Whilst we all enjoyed teaching and learning and all
co-curricular activities including School Camps,
Swimming and Athletic Carnivals this year, staff have
been reflective, supportive and immensely involved in
the planning for school improvement initiatives in 2018
and beyond. Through student voice, we evaluated our
experience in 2017 Camps and prepared for all 2018
Camps, which were discussed in Education
Subcommittee and endorsed by School Council. Below
is a list of camps scheduled for Term 1.
Activity

Date

Year 11 Camp—Whitehall
Guesthouse/Queenscliff

31 Jan-2 Feb (Week 1)

Year 12 Camp—Deakin
University

1 Feb-2 Feb (Week 1)

Year 9 Camp—Around
the Bay/Portsea Geelong

19-23 March (Week 8)

Year 7 Camp—Gembrook

27-29 March (Week 9)
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The above and details of other Camps scheduled in
Terms 3 to 4 are all readily available on Compass
Calendar.
Other key Events in Term 1
Some of the important information regarding key
events in Term 1 the 2018 school year are noted
below:
Event

Date

Link Education Book Collection
Day / Laptop Pick up day 10-12pm

23 January

School Photos (PAC)

5 Feb (Week 2)

Parent Information Session &
Elevate Education Parent Seminar
-Year 11/12 (SLC)

7 Feb (Week 2)

Year 7 Immunisation Visit 2018
In accordance with the National Immunisation
Program, all Year 7 students will be offered the
following vaccinations:
 A single dose of Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis
(Boostrix)
 Two doses of Human Papillomavirus (HPV)

Consent cards will be sent to the Year 7 students
through the General Office. Once completed, these
cards will be collected by the Monash immunisation
team. The following confirmed dates for the school visit
are Monday 19 March 2018 (Visit 1) and Wednesday
31 October 2018 (Visit 2). Schools are authorised,
under the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations
2009, to provide student and parent/guardian contact
details for those eligible for school-based vaccines to
the immunisation provider for the purposes of
delivering the Secondary Vaccine Program. It is
anticipated that the collection statement letters are
distributed to all parents on 1 February 2018. Any
objections and/or requests from parents who wish their
contacts details not be transferred to the immunisation
provider must be received in February. Further
reminders about the immunisation program will be
communicated to you in Term 1, 2018.
Overall, I would to thank the school community for a
wonderful and rewarding year and wish you a very
happy festive season and a safe and relaxing holiday.
Dr Mohsen Khalifé | Assistant Principal — Curriculum,
Operations, Logistics & Learning

Ashwood High School

Parents & Friends Network

Congratulations

SECOND HAND SHOP

to all winners!

We have setup Ashwood High School on a couple of
second-hand school uniform & equipment websites.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)
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The Uniform Exchange www.theuniformexchange.com.au

The Uniform Swap Shop www.unifor mswapshop.com.au
The following items can be listed for sale/purchased:-

* uniform - academic & sports (new style only) * sporting equipment
* school bags (new style only) * calculators * musical instruments
* lesson books (current edition only)

If you want to SELL items, take a photo of the item and then
simply list them under Ashwood High School, select the
correct category and wait for a buyer to contact you.
If you want to BUY and you are looking to save a few dollars
then go to either of these two websites and browse away for all
items listed relevant to Ashwood High School.
A parent on the Parents and Friends Network committee will
monitor both websites to ensure that only current style uniform
and current edition of text books are listed for sale. Both websites are quick and very easy to use.
For both websites you will need to register your details - name,
email address and contact phone number. These are not bidding/
auction websites - these items are sold at a fixed price.

& Friends

Christmas Raffle Prize Winners 2017
1st Prize - Deborah Reeve
2nd Prize - William Roache
3rd Prize - Michelle Lamers
4th Prize - Emily Dalton
Merry Christmas and see you in 2018!

2017

Chairman: Toni Peters | Secretary: Renee Mann | Treasurer: Alison Holmes
Communications: Tarya Corben Spencer & Robyn Harding

Ashwood High School
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As the year draws to a close I would like to congratulate our Year 12 students on achieving some strong
results. In the week since the release of ATARs I have worked with a number of the VCE students refining their
VTAC applications and discussing their future plans. It is wonderful to share in the joy for those students who
have achieved their goals, in some cases much higher than they expected. It is also satisfying to assist those
students who may have been a little disappointed, to find a way to continue moving forward in pursuit of their
dreams. Wherever their path may lead them I wish all of our Year 12 students the best for the future and look
forward to their visits in future years.
Our Year 10 and 11 students completed two weeks of preparation for Year 11 and Year 12 VCE and VCAL
prior to finishing on the December 8. These two weeks were vital to prepare the incoming Year 11s for the
processes and work ethic required as they enter their senior schooling. For the Year 11s going into Year12 in
2018 these two weeks laid the foundation for their Unit 3/4 VCE studies and Senior VCAL. While it is important
that the students have some down time so that they may return relaxed and rejuvenated, ready to work in
2018, students are also reminded that they must complete all set tasks from the preparation program prior to
their return in February. All of the information is available on Compass under the School Documentation tab.
A final reminder that the Year 11 students will be going on camp to Queenscliff on their first day back and the
Year 12s to Deakin University on the Thursday. Please ensure that you have completed all necessary
documentation, and provided consent and payment, for these camps.
I wish all of the Ashwood High School community a safe and happy Christmas and holiday season and look
forward to working with senior students in 2018.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Study Hall Program

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

As the school year draws to a close, we reflect upon the successes of our wonderful school. It has been
encouraging that many students have taken advantage of the extra support offered to them and has
enabled them to achieve their set goals. With consistent attendance and support from a team of teachers,
many students have enhanced their performance in school by improving their confidence and developing
their study skills, as well as improving their interest in their subjects. Many students were able to form
positive relationships both with teachers and their peers whilst improving both study skills and the
discipline required for an effective study program.
The Study Hall program proved particularly popular prior to the exam period where students received the
support required to conduct thorough and effective revision for the exams. We applaud the dedication
shown by students and their achievements in the recent exams.
Study Hall will once again be available to Ashwood High School students in 2018 and we look forward to
more students making full use of the opportunities presented to them. We congratulate all students on
their successes this year and look forward to a prosperous year in 2018.
Ms Vicky Dernikos | French/Humanities Teacher
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science and Maths Teacher

Ashwood High School
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While this brings about the close to our academic year it also is an exciting time for our new Year 7 students
who are coming to join our wonderful Ashwood High School community in 2018. On Tuesday 12 December, our
new Year 7s came to spend a day at our school. They had a very busy day with some testing on literacy and
numeracy, some PE, humanities and some creative arts in the afternoon. From all accounts, everyone had a
great time and is now looking forward to starting here next year.
This year has been a very busy one with all things Student Engagement, Wellbeing and Transitions. We look
forward to another year of excitement and challenge next year. I hope that you all have a very restful break and
safe holiday period. If you have any concerns regarding your child for the beginning of next year, please do not
hesitate to contact your relevant House Coordinator.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Year 7 2018 Parent Information Evening

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS
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Congratulations to the SRC Representatives of 2018

Jake Larking
Year 8

Lily Patterson
Year 8

Neleesa Weerasekara
Year 10

Sarah Lobbe
Year 10

Ashwood High School

Sienna Spencer
Year 9

Klein Casanova
Year 11

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

Jessica Harding
Year 9

Maxi Staththakopoulos
Year 11
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It has been another busy, yet rewarding year for Ashwood High School’s students and staff.
House Leadership Positions
We would like to congratulate all students who nominated for student leadership positions. The Coordinators and
2017 House Captains conducted interviews and all felt that the calibre of applications was very high. All students
should feel very proud of their applications and interviews.
Congratulations to the following students who were successful in obtaining the positions of House Captain and
Vice Captain for their House:
Cowan: House Captain – Giji Vinod; Vice Captain – Mikhella Casanova
Flynn: House Captain – Mandy Kha; Vice Captain – Declan Johnson
Melba: House Captain – Mayra Kelly; Vice Captain – Emma Mahon
Paterson: House Captain – Katriana Fernando; Vice Captain – Elena Doulgerakis
COWAN HOUSE

Giji Vinod
Captain

Mikhella Casanova
Vice Captain

FLYNN HOUSE

Mandy Kha
Captain

MELBA HOUSE

Mayra Kelly
Captain

Emma Mahon
Vice Captain

Declan Johnson
Vice Captain

PATERSON HOUSE

Katriana Fernando
Captain

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

Elena Doulgerakis
Vice Captain

Congratulations to Paterson House for winning the House Shield for 2017.
We would also like to acknowledge the following students who achieved over 150 House points for the year.
This demonstrated tremendous commitment to their House through participation in a wide range of activities
throughout the year.
222 Points – Katriana Fernando
217 Points – Jakob Moeller
190 Points – Mandy Kha
155 Points – Connie Hulsen
155 Points – Chelsea Dunstan
We would like to take this opportunity to thank STAR teachers for their hard work and dedication to the students;
Cowan House: Ms Susan Teeuwsen, Ms Jessie Tian, Ms Lizzie Gault
Flynn House: Ms Natalie Same, Ms Katie Grounds, Mr Dom Holloway
Melba House: Ms Catherine Preston, Ms Meg McLellan, Mr Tom Grbac
Paterson House: Ms Brigitte Ferguson, Ms Vicki Dernikos, Ms Felica Mundell
Finally, we would like to wish students and their families a happy holiday season. We look forward to seeing you
all back next year, refreshed and ready for a big 2017.
House Co-ordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Ms Katie Grounds (Flynn House),
Ms Meg McLellan (Melba House), Ms Brigitte Ferguson (Paterson House)
Ashwood High School
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The international students at Ashwood High School have been very involved in the various school activities this
year. International students’ participation in extra curriculum programs and events are very much encouraged to
give them new experiences, knowledge and skills. At the start of Term 1, the Year 11 international students
went to Queenscliff for their 3 day Camp and developed a strong bond and friendship with the local students.
The Year 12 international students had a great time with the local students at the Year 12 Study Retreat at
Deakin University. The Year 7 students had their camp at Gilwell Park in Gembrook. The Year 9 students
enjoyed themselves around the Bay staying one night at the Barwon River Holiday Park and 2 nights at the
Portsea Camp. In Term 2, the Year 8 international students along with the local students spent four days at
Sunnystones in Merrimu while the Year 10 international students shared their experiences in the 4 day camp at
Kangaroobie in Princetown with their school mates.
In sports, the international students have been participating in various sporting activities.

Michael Wang and Jenson Zhou represented the school in the inter-school badminton tournaments.

Jason Huang,

We had a large group of Year 10 international students taking part in the End of the Year Concert – the
Masquerade Ball. Rita Liu Tao and Zheng Yi entertained the audience with their piano recitals. Glenys Wang,
Anni Li and Stacy Wang were in the choir beautifully dressed in the masquerade costumes. Glenys Wang was
voted by the audience as the best dressed female student on that night.
At the Grade 6 into Year 7 Information Evening, Jack Zhu in Year 8 displayed his musical talents with his piano
recitals.
At the Presentation and Award Ceremony we were very proud to see the following students receiving their
academic awards:
Bardia Zarriman

Year 10 Academic Endeavour

Matthew Yu

Highest Level of Academic Award in Year 11 Maths Methods

Nicole Hou

Highest Level of Academic Award in Year 11 Health and Human Development

Kelly Xiao

Highest Level of Academic Award in two Year 11 subjects: Year 11 Accounting and

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Chinese
Ruby He

Highest Level of Academic Award in Year 12 Accounting

Rachel Zhang

Highest Level of Academic Award in three Year 12 Subjects: English as an Additional
Language, Maths Methods, Specialist Maths

Kanitta Sangangam

VCAL - 3 subjects: Literacy, Work Related Studies and Personal Development Studies.

Our congratulations also goes to the following:
Kanitta Sangangam who won the VCAL Overall Excellence Award
Kelly Xiao who won the International Student of the Year Award
Sarah Wang who won Distinction in the Australian Mathematics Competition
Rachel Zhang who won Distinction in the Australian Mathematics Competition

Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

As soon as you are aware of any changes of address,
phone numbers, medical details, living arrangements or
any long term absences, please notify the school at
9807 1333 to ensure all our records are accurate.

Ashwood High School
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International Students Actively involved in School Activities and Events

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Page 16 Parent Newsletter No 8

Cooking the Bûche De Noël
On Friday 15 December, all Year 7 students got to participate
in decorating a traditional French cake, called the ‘Bûche De
Noël’. We got to make the icing, and then decorate it with
materials of our choice. We all loved putting our creative
minds to work, trying to think of different ways we could make
our cake Christmas themed! The cakes tasted magnificent
and I am sure that many parents would have loved seeing
and trying them too! I think I can speak for all Year 7s when I
say this, it was such an enjoyable privilege and activity for us
to do to conclude the French program for the year. I would
also like to say a big thank you to all of the French teachers
and helpers for letting us do this, and making it possible!
Matilda Stanton

Bûche de Noël
On Friday 15 December all the Year 7s each decorated a
‘Bûche De Noël’ for Christmas. It is a traditional dessert and
near Christmas is when it is made. They have this beautiful
dessert in many countries such as France, Belgium, and
Switzerland. This cake is made from sponge cake, chocolate
buttercream, or icing. The shape if this dessert is like a log.
Making the ‘Bûche de Noël’ was really fun and it was great to
learn how to ice.

Student
Learning
(Curricular
and Co-Curricular
Student
Learning
(Curricular
and Co‐Curricular
Ac vi es)Ac-

English/Humanities/LOTE

Mile Trifunovic

Bûche de Noël Making
On Friday 15 December my fellow Year 7s and I participated
in the making and decorating of a Bûche de Noël (Christmas
Log) which is a festive tradition in France, as part of
Ashwood’s French Bilingual program. It was an enjoyable
activity, and at the end, everyone who participated, brought
home their own log cake. I would highly recommend this
activity to others, and encourage others to participate next
time.
Sam Harvison

Ashwood High School
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Sam Larking

On 8 December all the Year 7s went to the Melbourne Zoo we saw all the beautiful animals and learnt many
things about them. The main thing that we learnt about is the endangered animals and how they so many
animals are becoming extinct. The zoo has been involved in many projects to try and conserve the animals
they are constantly finding new ways to help the animals. At the end we each got a token to use on an
animal that we want to save. We chose the Asian elephant because it takes a lot of time for elephants to
reproduce and they need as much help as they can get. The elephants have to be 12-14 years old to have a
child. The elephant’s pregnancy lasts for 21-22 months then the calf will stay with the herd until they are
12-14 years old and the cycle starts again. The process is very long that’s why it is very hard to keep them
from being endangered. Now in class we are making a social media page about our chosen endangered
animal to spread awareness.
Lily Patterson and Jaz Ardern
On Friday 8 December, all of the Year 7s went on an excursion to Melbourne Zoo. We were all trying to find
out which endangered animal to ‘lend our voices to’. The aim of this was to get word around about
endangered animals and to save them. If any endangered animal dies it could have a bad effect on the food
chain and cause other animals to die. Some of these animals are actually the last ones remaining in some
states. Once these animals die they are never going to come back and will be gone forever. Another thing
while we were at the zoo, we were taught about endangered animals such as the Tasmanian Devil,
Philippine crocodile, little penguins and many more. Now in our science lessons we have all got into small
groups to research about an endangered animal and try to help and save them through a social media
campaign. This is a fantastic experience and great opportunity to help out these poor endangered animals.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

On Friday 8 December the whole Year 7 cohort went to the zoo for the Save the Species program that they
run. When we got there we sat down and one of the staff talked to us about what the Save the Species
program is and how we could help. Jake and I learnt that the program helps endangered animals and helps
them reproduce. The Lord Howe stick insect was predicted to be fully extinct but in the last 10 years they
found only 17 on the island and bred them up at the zoo but aren’t releasing them because the black rat will
just eat them again and they will go extinct again. Overall the excursion was fantastic and I would
recommend it to all.

Mile Trifunovic

Ashwood High School
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The Design, Arts and Technology rooms have been a cacophony of creativity in the last weeks of Term 4. In
particular, the Year 7 students enjoyed creating repeat patterns for clothing and skateboard construction and
surface decoration.
The Year 8 Art and Design classes collaborated with a visiting artist from Monash City Council, Klara, who
helped students create artworks for a 14 metre long banner to welcome members of the community to the
Ashwood Family Fun Day.
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology

Dannah Casanova—Year 7

Carli Taranto—Year 7

Rachael Brown—Year 7

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Visual Communication Design Report

Greer Van Rooyen—Year 7
Marvin Elliott—Year 7

Chelsea Dunstan—Year 7 VCD Beehive Tree Hotel

Year 10 Design Technology:
Brandon Maison (Guitar),
Nicole Yang & Gigi Li (Swing set)

Ashwood High School

Selection of images from Year 12 VCD Folios
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With the year drawing to a close, I would like to thank each and every student that represented Ashwood
High School in Interschool sporting events in 2017. We had a great year, with improved student numbers
and success across all year levels. The year was capped off with the Year 7 and Year 8 Interschool Gala
Days.
On Wednesday 22 November the Year 7 Interschool Gala Day was held. We sent out teams for Year 7
Futsal, Dodgeball and Ultimate Frisbee. The Year 7 Girls Ultimate Frisbee team without complaint on a very
hot day, managed to finish second to Templestowe – only by percentage difference – a great effort! The
Year 7 Boys Dodgeball team was clinical in their demolition of the other schools, playing 6 games and
winning 5, narrowly missing out on first place by percentage – another terrific effort!
However, the highlight of the day were the
two Year 7 Girls Futsal Teams battling it out
to reach an all Ashwood Grand Final. The
‘PPG’ team as they’re commonly known
defeated the ‘Dugongs’ in a hotly contested
Grand Final. Congratulations to super
coach Mr Holloway and his team of
Novia Ma, Elizabeth Tziafas, Jas Ardern,
Dannah
Casanova,
Carli
Taranto,
Grace Walker and Nikita Rogers. Not only

did they take out the pennant at the Year 7
Gala Day, they also took out the inaugural
Women’s Ashwood Premier League
(WAPL), which saw them defeat the Year 8
Girls in the WAPL Grand Final – quite the
year for the star-studded ‘PPG’ team. Can

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

Interschool Sport

you go back-to-back next year (just like
the mighty Tigers will – hopefully)?

On Thursday 30 November, the Year 8 Interschool Gala Day was held. We sent out teams for Year 8 Futsal
and Dodgeball. The Year 8 Boys Dodgeball team tried hard all day, but were not able to come away with the
chocolates. The Year 8 Boys Futsal bowed out in the semi-finals against a hungry Auburn team – a great
effort. However the day once again belonged to the Year 8 Girls Futsal Team – the ‘Purple Popcorn’ as
they’re affectionately known. Against strong competition, ‘Purple Popcorn’ made it all the way to the Grand
Final – going undefeated into the big dance, even defeating the other Ashwood Girls Team, the “Taco’s” on
their way. However they came up short against a clinical Templestowe team. Congratulations on a great
effort girls. The team of Alexis Kozak Bailey, Sienna Spencer, Courtney Tulia, Taamika Witehira,
Nyapal Giek and Sarah Webster can hold their heads high and look forward to next year. The future of
Futsal looks very strong at Ashwood High School.
The first item on the sporting calendar next year is the 2018 Ashwood High School Swimming Carnival
which will take place on Tuesday 13 February (Week 3 of Term 1). Parents - keep your eyes on Compass so
that your child doesn’t miss out on what will be a hotly contested day at the pool. I wish all the students and
their families a happy, safe and healthy break – make sure to keep working on your fitness levels over the
break. It’s best to do your exercise early in the morning or late at night – as the mercury will be too hot to
handle in the middle of the day. I’ll see you all down at the beach over summer!!
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.

Ashwood High School
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At the end of it’s second year, it is time to reflect upon the ways in which the
ACE program has continued to grow.
Operating with two classes, a Year 7 and Year 8 class, representation of
ACE students has increased and interest in the program has also continued
to rise.
In Semester 1, ACE8 students worked hard on an integrated inquiry project
focussing on ‘Closing the Gap’ in indigenous issues. After studying the
issue, students made recommendations to the school on how we at
Ashwood High School, can work with indigenous communities to help close
the gap. ACE7 student focussed on how we can improve sustainability at Ashwood in areas such as water,
energy and waste. These projects allowed students to think critically about Ashwood’s role in the community and
how it can be improved.
In Semester 2, students worked on presentations for the CelebrACEtion evening. The Year 7 students showcased their abilities over five subjects: English, French, Science, Humanities and Maths. Year 8 students created
a film covering these same five subjects, but had to create a story uniting them together under the theme ‘a day
in the life of an ACE student’.
Both presentations and films were highly enjoyed by their audiences.
Thank you to all of our fabulous ACE teachers for their input throughout the year and to the students who have
truly embodied the ethos of the ACE program through their studies and their zealous approach throughout the
year.
Mr Alistair Rayner | ACE Coordinator

Year 8 ACE English Book Bag Wrap
The year 8 ACE students have done book bag presentations, which are oral presentations of a number of
tasks relating to a book that the student has read for his/her wider reading. The tasks ranged five things in the
book, character interviews, ten facts, research reports, vocabulary lists, and more, up to fifteen tasks. The
students were required to do a minimum of ten tasks, although some did more and some less, and each had
their own book for which they created book bags. The project was given two to three weeks for completion,
and was done both at school and home. It was difficult and required both creativity and craft, but the end result
was satisfying.

Student Learning (Curriculum &Co Curricular Ac vi es)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Kelly MartinYear 8

Ashwood High School
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Congratulations to all 64 students and Instrumental Staff involved in the
recent Masquerade Ball End of Year Concert. It was great to see both
the performers and audience taking on the spirit of the night by wearing
some rather extraordinary masks. Our hosts Katriana Fernando and
Jakob Moeller did a fantastic job at leading us through the program. The
Masquerade theme was played throughout the night by our talented
keyboard players which ended with the Masquerade Ball Finale Dance.
Special thanks to Ms Same for her choreography of this item and also to
Rosie Pryor, Tom Grbac, Lucy Rimmer, and Brigitte Ferguson who also
displayed their musical talent on the night, not forgetting our special
guest performer Mr Moore as D”Artagnan. It truly was a glamorous night
– Thanks to Peter Forbes, Kim Elliston and Donna Mineo for taking photos
so we have some wonderful memories of the Concert. It is a team effort
and thanks to everyone for their contribution on the night including the
Parents and Friend Network and Janet Wiggins for the interval catering.
We would also like to take this opportunity to farewell our two Year 12
musicians Daisy-May Creighton and Mitchell Brown who have been
involved extensively in the Music Program over the last 6 years including
performing, compering, acting and mentoring younger students. We will
miss them greatly and wish them well with their future endeavours.
Further congratulations goes to Tania Kaev and the choir and also
Mikhella Casanova and Rory Bacic for the Musical entertainment at the

Presentation and Awards Ceremony. Again a wonderful representation
of Music for this important celebratory evening.

I would like to also thank Rachel Bugeja for stepping in during Term 4 to
take the violin and keyboard students for the remainder of 2017. It has
been a pleasure having her with us for this short time and wish her the
best with her teaching career.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

We are happy to see so many of our students, including the upcoming Year 7s already enrolling in the
Instrumental Music Program for 2018. This is a very positive sign. Instrumental forms are already available at
the office if you are interested in continuing or taking up an instrument. Congratulations to Jack Zhu for playing
the piano at the recent information evening and the Year 7 and Year 9 Music students who assisted with the
Orientation Day Music activities. Well done.
We value the support that parents and our audiences have given us throughout the year and wish everyone a
wonderful Christmas holiday and look forward to bringing more Music into your lives in the New Year.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.
The visitor carpark near the main office is not a drop off or pickup point and note that
there are parking restrictions in Vannam Drive near to the pedestrian crossing, during
School Hours 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Ashwood High School
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Peer Support Leadership Training: Training by Andrew Austin and Fiona Keech
The Year 8 and 9 students were given the opportunity to apply for a leadership role for 2018. The Peer
Support Leadership program is run at the start of each year for approximately 5 weeks, and is designed to
ensure the new Year 7 students have a successful transition to Ashwood High School.
Peer Support training was held on Tuesday 28 November for those who applied. The training involved
working through important topics such as effective communication, role modeling, what makes a good leader,
respect and empathy, as well as playing many fun games. Successful leaders will be grouped with a small
number of Year 7s next year and lead their group through a weekly program, bringing forth the skills and
knowledge learnt throughout the training day.

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

The Year 8 and 9 students have shown strong leadership qualities already, so we’re looking forward to
watching them strengthen their skills next year, along with getting to know our new Year 7s at Ashwood High
School!
SUMMER SURVIVAL KIT
School’s out and summer holidays are upon us! This summer survival kit has some hints and suggestions for
things to do, particularly if you get bored.
Most importantly remember to use the break as a time to re-charge your batteries, be kind to yourself and
relax, have fun, stay safe and don’t forget to talk to someone if you need advice or help.
Who could I talk to if I need help?









A trusted friend
A relative
Parent/family member
Sibling
Neighbour
Counsellor
Kids Helpline -1800 55 1800
Lifeline – 13 11 44

Things to do over the holidays:















Go to the movies
Get your camera out and show your artistic side with some photography
Visit an art shop and get creative! Try something you’ve never done before such as paint a picture, build
something, or get crafty.
Read a new book
Pull out your old board games out to play with some friends or your family
Sleep in
Learn something new that you’ve always wanted to do, or that you never thought you may do!
Cook something yummy!
Plan a surprise for someone
Don’t plan every moment
Go exploring (safely!)
Start exercising
Have a movie marathon day on the couch
Be grateful!

Breakfast Club
The Breakfast Club has been a big success throughout 2017, with many students enjoying the fantastic food
provided before school on Wednesdays and Fridays.
The program will be run again in 2018, commencing early in Term 1 and will be held on Wednesdays and
Fridays 7.45am – 8.45am.
HAPPY & SAFE HOLIDAYS
Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager

Ashwood High School
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Senior School VTAC Session
As part of the Head Start Program on Wednesday 6 December, Year 11 & 12 2018 students were taken
through a session on how they can research tertiary studies and how they can apply for courses during their
final year of schooling.
The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) are the central point for applications to Victorian universities,
TAFEs and Independent Tertiary College. VTAC are also the body who calculate the Australian Tertiary
Admissions Rank (ATAR) for Victorian Year 12 students.

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

Students were provided with a refresher on how they can search for courses from Certificate level right up to
Degrees and beyond including where to look for entry course requirements which are important in determining
course offers. They were also shown how they can complete a ‘prerequisite and course’ search which lists
courses they can access with the VCE subjects that they will be completing.
As part of the final year of schooling students where advised that they are able to apply for ‘SEAS – Special
Entry Access Scheme’ if they believed that they have been disadvantaged at any time during their VCE study
program. This disadvantage needs to have had an impact on their studies. SEAS is used by most institutions
and is primarily for students who have suffered long-term disadvantage. There are four categories of SEAS
and further details including course searches can be made by visiting www.vtac.edu.au
Please note that the course and SEAS application process for Year 12, 2018 students does not open until next
year. Students and parents will be advised when this process is open.
Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor

The end of year has been busy in the Careers department with the organisation of work placements for the
VCAL students and VTAC counselling for the Year 12 students following the release of results. A reminder
to the Year 12s that they can continue to contact me via email after the school year has finished should
they have any queries regarding their applications, and also for assistance when the Tertiary offers are
made in January. Remember that the Tertiary Institutions will also have staff available during this Change
Of Preference time to talk to if you are unsure regarding your preferences.
All students should regularly check Compass for notifications of any holiday programs and also work
placements/employment opportunities that we are made aware of.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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