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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT
GOLD
Christine Brammer
James D'arcy
Angela Hewerdine
Roy Hu
Eric Liu
Sebastian Millan
Bianca Ting
Carol Yuan
Novia Ma
Auson Tseng
Sivan Chen
Andy Kuok
Saul Zhang
Ben Chen
Kelly Chen
Silvia Du
Brian Fong
Annie Li
Kingsley Liang
Rita Liu
Varun Punyamurtula
Geoff Shek
Glenys Wang
Bardia Zarrinnam
Yi Zheng

Continuing to Build a Positive Reputation –
Increasing Positive Community Engagement
On Monday 1 April, we had 40 Primary School
families attend a weekly School Tour. These tours
are a great opportunity for me to show off our
beautiful school, our wonderful students and
Ashwood High School’s outstanding focus on quality
teaching and learning. It is always a pleasure to
meet new families and I found it interesting to learn
some of the things that these parents have been
hearing about Ashwood High School in the primary
school car parks and in the local community. It is
pleasing to hear that the reputation of Ashwood as a
school of first choice continues to grow. We have
worked hard as a school community to promote our
school to the local community, so it is great to hear
that the community is now enthusiastic about our
school and want to come and see it for themselves.
Do you know anyone who would like to tour our
school?
Our Open Day and Night, Ashwood
Revealed, on Wednesday 1 May 2019 is a great
opportunity to see our school and what it stands for.
It’s also a great time to take a look at our award
winning buildings and see them firsthand. You can
book online for tours www.ashwood.vic.edu.au
Attendance Awards – Good to GREAT, Great to
Exceptional (all four priorities)
I was very proud to present so many Principal’s
Attendance Awards at our whole-school assembly on
Tuesday 19 March. It is pleasing to note that the
number of award recipients have doubled compared
to the award ceremony in 2018. This really
demonstrates our focus on the CHOIR values –
Community, High Expectations, Optimism, Innovation
and Respect. These awards recognise exceptional
attendance in 2018; Bronze 98%; Silver 99% and
Gold 100% attendance. Congratulations to the
following students:

SILVER
Hugh Barter
Grace Birnie
Daniel Cobelli
Chai Couzens
Lucas Leventakis
Jiawei Li
Stephanie Millan
Minhyeok Shin
Kirubel Tadesse
Micky Van Dalen
Angela Wang
Madeline Booker
Daniel Butler
Marvin Elliott
Bob Hong
Silang Song
Carli Taranto
Andy Dang
Jeffrey Jia
Jadrien Noel
Sienna Spencer
Stacey Wang
Jason Hou
Jimi Jian
Depan Lin
Jennifer Lu
John Qian
Rihanna Xu
Chloe Allen
Jessica Chen
Ken Chen
Jason Huang
Leon Zhou

UPCOMING EVENTS
23 April

First Day of Term 2

30 April

Athletics Carnival

1 May

Ashwood Revealed

3 May

VCE Careers Expo

6 - 10 May

Year 9 Around the Bay Camp

13 - 17 May

Year 10 Camp to Canberra

14 June

Report Writing Day (Pupil free day)
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BRONZE
Charlotte Anderson-Weir
Ina Christensen
Joshua Matchett
Stephanie Mouzis
Xi Wen Huang Li
Jack Lu
Kosta Papakonstantinou
Jai Postma
Greer Van Rooyen
Nina Walsh
Aidan Chan
Sam Gosbell
Laura Mcfarlane
Lula Tadesse
Sarah Webster
Jack Zhu
Harry Jones
Sarah Lobbe
Amy Peters
Leanna Yan
Adam Duan
Emma Huang
George Leung
Faiza Mohamed Osman
Vu Tran
Giji Vinod
Sachindu Wickrama Achchillage
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Student Led Assembly – Good to GREAT, Great to
Exceptional (all four priorities)
Our whole-school assembly held on Tuesday 19 March
2019 was a first for Ashwood High School. Our Student
Leadership Executive ran the assembly, which included
the presentation of the Principal’s Attendance Awards. It
was nice to relinquish control to such honourable
students. My Principal’s address was not so much about
our CHOIR values; it was about the importance of
routines and a sense of purpose in service of teaching
and learning. It was a pleasure to play second fiddle to
the Captains. Congratulations to the Student Leadership
Executive; Sachindu Wickrama Achchillage, Katriana
Fernando, Yiannis Doulgerakis, Maxi Stathakopouos
and Kingsley Liang.
Student Led Conferences – Good to GREAT, Great
to Exceptional (all four priorities)
In recent years the school vision of empowerment and
excellence based on mutual respect has come to
fruition. There were 1888 Student Led Conference
bookings. This is a positive increase of 98 individual
bookings when compared to Student Led Conferences
Ashwood High School

in Term 1 2018. Parent engagement is a significant part
of Ashwood High School. It was a pleasure to meet and
speak with many proud parents on the day and evening.
Camps Program- Enhancing the Student Culture
School Camps are an important part of the curriculum
and are designed to support a variety of areas of
learning in the classroom. Other skill development
include team building, leadership skills, ability to
overcome limitations and growth in confidence. These
camps would not happen without the excellent support
of Ashwood High School staff. The following camps
have occurred at the end of Term 1 and will occur in the
first part of Term 2.
Term 1
Year 7 Camp – Gembrook
Term 2
Year 9 Camp - Around the Bay
Year 11 VCAL Camp – Nayook
Year 10 Camp – Canberra
House Cross Country - Enhancing the Student
Culture
Our House Cross Country Competition on Tuesday 2
April was superb. It was a perfect 25 degree day at the
Jewel of the East. Our students are very fortunate and
appreciative of the opportunity to complete their 7
kilometre cross country within the safety of our
unparalleled, spacious and beautiful grounds. It is a
privilege to be a member of the Ashwood High School
community. Congratulations to our House Captains, Vice
Captains and Coordinators for the team spirit displayed
by all competitors. I was especially proud to hear the
new ‘House Chants’ that House Captains and Vice
Captains have written and perfected. I am pleased to
announce the following results:
4th Place

331 points

MELBA HOUSE

3rd Place

337 points

PATERSON
HOUSE

2nd Place

416 points

COWAN HOUSE

Winner of 2019 House Carnival

545 points

FLYNN HOUSE
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Thank you to all staff who helped on the day, and a
special thanks to Tom Grbac for organising a faultless
day. Mr Grbac will report about the event, in detail, in the
next newsletter.
Student Flag Bearers - Enhancing the Student
Culture
Student ambassadors have once again been selected
from Years 9, 8 and 7 to take responsibility as flag
bearers. Symbolic and interpersonal respects are
intrinsic to the Ashwood High School culture.
Student Voice and Agency – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing the Student Culture
Student membership of the Education Sub-committee
for 2019 has been considered. Congratulations to
Declan Johnson and Nicole Dreyer who have been
appointed to the student representative position on the
Education Sub-committee.
Co-curricular Program 2018 Enhancing the
Student Culture
The Study Hall - Afternoon Homework Club is now a hub
of learning with around 50 students regularly enjoying
extra assistance in Maths / Science and English /
Humanities / Languages each week. Study Hall runs two
afternoons per week 3:30pm – 4:30pm. Well done to
Bernie Jowett and Alistair Rayner for making this
program possible.
Sound and Strong Governance – Good to GREAT,
Great to Exceptional
Welcome to the new members of the 2019 Ashwood
High School Council: Parent Member: Lisa Alday;
Staff member: Meg McLellan; Student Captains:
Katriana Fernando and Sachindu Wickrama
Achchillage and Parent Coopted Community
Member: Cory Pearce. Congratulations to the re-elected
School Council President: Russell Diggins, VicePresident: Richard Walsh and Treasurer: Peter Forbes.
Thank you to outgoing members of the 2018 Council
Anna Kukuruzovic, Mohsen Khalife, Paul Wanis and
Dale Wain and to continuing members Chris Tipping
(staff member), Nikki Dear and Dean Matchett (parent
members). I am looking forward to forming strong
governance and working with all members as a team to
fulfil the objectives set out in the 2019 Annual
Implementation Plan and ‘The Path Forward at Ashwood
High School’. At our first meeting for the new Council,
clear distinctions were made between the role of School
Council, Sub-Committees and the Ashwood High School
Parents and Friends Network. Please note that the
Education Sub-committee is open to parents who are
not on School Council. If you are interested in attending
please make contact with Ms Ally Jenner, Acting
Assistant Principal, who convenes the meeting.
Annual Report at the AGM – Good to GREAT, Great
to Exceptional
The 2018 Annual Report to the School Community was
presented, tabled, discussed and ratified at the School
Council Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday
20 March, 2019. The 2018 Annual Report (which has
been made available on our school website)
demonstrates that our school is improving in all areas.

Ashwood High School

Staffing – Excellence, Continuity and Coherence Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
The 2019 inductees have settled in very well to the
school. School leaders have assumed their positions
with growing confidence, purpose and empathy with a
commitment to engagement and learning. We also
recently welcomed Joannah Ng to the administration
team and Oliver Cox, who will be teaching drums,
percussion and guitar.
At the end of the term we will farewell three staff
members who are all leaving Ashwood High School to
travel and explore the world independently: Matt Dexter,
Integration Aide and Camps Coordinator; Joshua
Littmann, teacher of Business Management,
Accounting and History and Grace Johnstone, teacher of
Maths and Science. Matt Dexter has been at the School
since 2015 and has been an important part of the
wellbeing team as well as an our Camps Coordinator.
Joshua Littmann has been teaching at Ashwood High
School since 2016 and has been a valued and
adaptable member of staff. Grace Johnstone has been
at Ashwood High School for one term replacing Xeno
Kakagiannis who is on Leave. All workforce planning
requirements have been considered. The School has
accounted for these departures and we wish these staff
members well.
Curriculum Executive – Growing Pride and
Achievement, Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
The following four school leaders have formed a
Curriculum Executive ensuring practice excellence
across curriculum planning, pedagogy and assessment
– Allison Jenner, Acting Assistant Principal; Chris
Tipping, Director of Studies; Chevelle Alderton,
Enrichment, Pedagogy, Partnerships and Professional
Learning Leader and Colin Shnier, Student Outcomes
Leader. The Curriculum Executive, which reports to the
Principal, will oversee improvements in student learning.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

VCE Data Analysis – Valuing Staff and Building
Capacity
The Annual Implementation Plan for 2019 outlines clear
strategies in relation to evaluating impact on student
learning.
For the fourth consecutive year Carmel
Richardson is being employed as a consultant as part of
building practice excellence. There is a strong focus on
building the capacity of staff to analyse student learning
data to inform effective teaching practices.
A Visible and Vibrant Presence in Primary Schools Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
Ashwood High School is maintaining and building
positive territory across a number of primary schools
through a variety of school marketing and
communications initiatives. In Term 2 we will welcome
students from Amsleigh Park, Ashburton, Essex Heights
and Mount Waverley Primary School to a High School
Taster Program ‘A Day in the Life of Ashwood’. Thank
you to Meg McLellan for her outstanding contribution to
enhancing the profile of our school in the local
community of primary schools.

Page 3 Parent Newsletter No 2

Deakin University Partnership and the Ashwood
Alliance
Increasing
Positive
Community
Engagement
The Ashwood High School - Deakin University Literacy
program commenced on Tuesday 5 March, 2019 with 10
pre-service teachers in attendance each week. Well
done to Chevelle Alderton for her coordination of this
reputable and well received program.
Masters of Teaching Alignment with Communities of
Practice
–
Increasing
Positive
Community
Engagement
Ashwood High School is working in partnership with
Deakin University to enable pre-service teachers to be
active researchers addressing priorities of the School.
Pre-service teachers undertaking their Masters of
Teaching have been aligned with our Communities of
Practice, further increasing the quality of action research
to build practice excellence in service of student
wellbeing, engagement and learning. This research will
lead to improved curriculum, pedagogy and assessment.
Buildings and Grounds – Growth & Sustainability –
Good to GREAT, Great to Exceptional
Our School is looking magnificent. The buildings can
accommodate 650 students. In 2019 Year 8 students
alongside student leaders will be developing an
Indigenous Garden to the east of the Senior School –
Building E.
Visit by Will Fowles MP – Growth & Sustainability –
Good to GREAT, Great to Exceptional
On Thursday 28 April I had the pleasure of hosting Mr
Will Fowles, the new Member of Parliament for
Burwood, at our great school. Mr Fowles visited
classrooms and was impressed with the growth and
positive direction of the School. As Principal, I outlined
our future plans for facility and infrastructure
improvements needed to accommodate our school’s
growth and prosperity. The school enjoys the full support
of Mr Fowles. Thank you to the following students who
acted as Student Ambassadors on the day:
Nicole Dreyer and Declan Johnson (Year 11),
Jessica Sterle and James Talbot (Year 8),
Amber Balmer, Emma Hew and Matthew Ry’dell
(Year 7).

Culture – Vision, values, teaching and learning protocols
(ways of working and learning) across the School. This
is part of moving Building Practice Excellence from
evolving to embedding over the course of the new
Strategic Plan.
Parents and Friends Network – Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
I had the pleasure of attending the Parents and Friends
Network AGM on Thursday 29 March. I am most grateful
that parents within our community are willing to lend a
hand and work together for our great school. Ashwood
High School remains committed to a viable and healthy
PFN as part of increasing parental and community
engagement.
A Safe and Enjoyable Term 1 Break
Ashwood High School extends its wishes for a safe and
enjoyable break to all members of the school
community. I would like to thank all members of the
school community for their contribution to a very busy,
exciting and rewarding start to the year at Ashwood High
School. To Year 7 students and other students new to
the school this year, I trust you have all settled into
school life and enjoyed being part of our great school
culture at Ashwood High School. For most VCE
students, the break will present an opportunity to
consolidate on a solid term’s work. Details of staff
availability and classes running during the term break
has been provided via Compass by Mrs Julie Huggins,
Senior School Coordinator. I wish all members of the
Ashwood High School community a safe and rewarding
Easter holiday break. We look forward to seeing you
back at school for Term 2 on Tuesday 23 April 2019.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
Friday 5 April 2019

Principal’s Attendance Awards

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Vision, Values and Pedagogical Model (PIVOT) –
Enhancing the Student Culture, Growing Pride and
Achievement
We are currently working on high quality classroom
signage across the school which will reinforce School
Ashwood High School
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Thank you to all our students, parents and staff for an
excellent first term. Despite the full ten weeks, Term 1
seems to have flown by quickly. All of our new students
have settled well and the Year 7s couldn’t be more
excited about camp if they tried. The Year 7 students
have adapted incredibly well, embracing their new
learning environment, timetable and high school
culture. Like all of our students (and teachers), I am
sure they are looking forward to a well-earned break.
Whilst the forthcoming holidays provide an opportunity
to relax and reflect, I know that many SACs for senior
students are scheduled early in Term 2. The break
provides an excellent opportunity to catch up on any
overdue work and complete revision to ensure a
smooth commencement in Term 2. Mrs Huggins will
issue a program for classes/teacher support during the
term break via Compass. These classes provide a
significant advantage for our students and are one way
of ensuring that all students have every opportunity to
achieve their potential and obtain the best outcomes.
Thank you in advance to those staff members who
have dedicated their time to support students during
the break.

Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement: Student Led Conferences
Student Led Conferences were an outstanding
success. Every year, more and more families attend
with their student, seeking valuable feedback on
learning progress and developing positive learning
plans informed by student input, teacher advice and
parent consultation. The conferences are informed by
the teacher judgement on learning behaviours students
demonstrate in class. Positive learning behaviours
underpin student success at all levels. Reflecting on
these enable students, parents and teachers to
develop positive support plans designed to assist
students in maximising their future success. For our
newest students at Year 7, I know much discussion
was focused on structuring homework and developing
strategies that ensure tasks are not left to the last
minute. Developing positive study habits is as integral
part of creating work-life balance. Family time, time for
sport and relaxation are crucial for healthy minds.
Healthy minds are resilient, positive and focused – all
the attributes we need for effective learning.
Families who may have missed meeting with their
child’s teachers at Student Led Conferences are
encouraged to contact the relevant teachers by email.
We believe in partnerships and as such the
Ashwood High School

communication is not limited to Student Led
Conferences. Thank you to parents for your
engagement in your child’s learning. Thank you to all
staff for their welcoming approach and embracing high
expectations.
Strong Emphasis on Academic Excellence:
NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN): Year 7 and 9 is scheduled in the
fourth week of Term 2 from 14 to 16 May. Further
information will be provided early next term.
Semester 1 Exams are scheduled in Week 7 of
Term 2 and the processes on these exams and
semester reporting will be communicated to you in
Term 2.
The General Assessment Test (GAT) is undertaken
by all students taking a Unit 3 and 4 Study as part of
their VCE. The GAT takes place after exam week in
Week 8 on 12 June.
Report Writing Day
After all the formal assessment is complete, this day
provides teachers the opportunity to collate and write
reports for each of their students. Reports are highly
individualised and teachers take great care in providing
detailed and specific feedback on student progress.
Report Writing Day is on Friday 14 June. Please
note that this is a student free day.
Sporting Excellence Program Inter-school Sport
Participation in Year level Sport is at an all-time high in
2019. Close to 90% of Year 7 students went out on
inter-school sport on Friday 22 March. And Year 8s
showed similar enthusiasm earlier in the week. It is
incredibly important that students and families work
with the school to support these events. Ensuring that
payment and permission are provided ahead of the
due date means teachers can follow-up with students if
they haven’t paid. Please understand that due to a
number of factors, including confirming teams and
numbers with the other participating schools and
booking buses, we cannot take late payments, and
certainly not on the day of the event. Students who
have not paid and consented by the due date will not
be permitted to attend.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Whole School Cross Country
The enthusiasm and excitement around student
participation in Cross Country on Tuesday 2 April is
amazing. I’d like to congratulate Tom Grbac and all
House Coordinators for the success on the day.
Enhancing Student Culture
Year 7 Camp — Record numbers again this year! It is
so encouraging to see students so overwhelmingly
enthusiastic and excited to go on camp. As an Outdoor
Education teacher, I love camps. They provide some of
the most rewarding and memorable times at school.
Students and teachers alike learn so much from and
about one another – all integral to building positive
relationships and mutual respect. I am sure that the
first week Term 2 will be a buzz of stories from camp in
all the Year 7 classes.
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Year 9 and Year 10 Camps — Both camps head off in
early Term 2. Year 9s in Week 3 from the 6-10 May
and Year 10s depart for Canberra on Monday 13 May,
returning on Friday 17 May. I’d like to encourage all
students in each of these year levels to participate in
camp. The Year 9 Camp is an integral part of students
learning in the Challenge Program. It has been
designed to enhance students’ skills in teamwork,
planning and inter-independence – all integral skills
within the work place. Building resilience and empathy,
and learning how to negotiate to achieve a set goal are
important interpersonal skills we all need to succeed.
The Year 10 Canberra Camp is focused on
understanding Civics and Citizenship within the
Australian democracy. The camp is, of course,
balanced out with a whole bunch of fun activities
including visits to the Australian Institute of Sport. The
camp brings together elements of study from both the

Semester 1 studies in PE and Semester 2 Humanities.
All families should note that payment plans are very
welcome. Robyn in the General Office is more than
happy to assist families in ensuring they can use their
CSEF monies and set up payment plans as required.
Wearing the School Uniform with Pride— It is
pleasing to note the amount of opportunities available
for students become ambassadors of the school. The
academic school uniform reflects our CHOIR values
and students wearing our uniform are rightly proud. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and
families for your support of the high expectations at
Ashwood High School.
Ms Allison Jenner | Acting Assistant Principal

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Ash-

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE

Ashwood High School
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Term 1 of 2019 has flashed before our eyes, with many events and accomplishments within this incredibly short
term. The Student Leadership Executive have much news to share and we feel immensely proud of the actions of
students of Ashwood High School, demonstrating their determination and perseverance.
Our greatest achievement this term has been the World’s Greatest Shave event which occurred on Friday 15
March. We as a school community raised over $3,500 in total with donations from friends and family (especially
sponsors of Sarah Webster in Year 10 and Ms Meg Brydon). The money will be donated to the Leukaemia
Foundation to support families that are suffering from this terrible disease. Money will also be spent on vital
research to ensure more people survive blood cancer in the future. On the day, students dressed up in their fancy
casual clothes making a $2.00 donation and most students decided to spray their hair with coloured hairspray, all
contributing towards the donations. Bravery was shown from all teachers and students who were prepared to
shave or cut their hair. A massive applause to Sarah Webster in Year 10 for SMASHING her donation goal of
$1500, and to Ms Brydon who showed courage as her hair was shaved from top to bottom. A huge thank you also
goes to Natalie Carlei of Nat’s Mobile Hair Dressing who donated her time to help us give our students
spectacular new haircuts for a great cause! The Student Representative Council team did a fantastic job organizing
this event with leadership from Yiannis and Maxine (SRC Presidents) and Ms Brydon (Student Leadership
Coordinator).
Recently some dedicated students applied to participate in the Red Cross Calling over the past few weekends in
March to collect donations for this worthy cause. Students were put into groups to door knock within the
neighbourhood of Ashwood. Many groups consisted of junior, middle and senior school students, many of whom
were having their first experience with Red Cross Calling. Students who went out of their way on a Saturday or
Sunday to make a difference in the lives of others and help the charity have grown with the experience and
knowledge of making our community a better place.
In Week 7 on Tuesday 19 March our Student Leadership Executive team, expertly led by Katriana and Sachindu,
conducted the first ever Student Led Assembly in the Performing Arts Centre. Teachers and students gathered
together prior to the event to plan and organise the entire Assembly. We had the pleasure of announcing in front of
the whole school the newest SRC Representatives in Year 7, Amber Balmer and Christos Giakoumatos. We wish
them all the best. Congratulations to everyone who received a CHOIR badge or Attendance Award, all of your
dedicated work has been worthwhile. Overall, the Assembly was an incredible achievement for everyone who was
involved in the process.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

The School Captains Katriana and Sachindu have been working hard with the House Captains to launch an even
bigger and better STAR Wars competition between our four great Houses in Term 2. The planning is now well
underway, with some trial runs to be executed in the final week of term to ensure we deliver on the High
Expectations that form part of our CHOIR values.
The Student Representative Council had their second meeting for the year on Tuesday 19 March. Maxine and
Yiannis have been travelling well with the Tuesday fortnightly lunchtime meetings with the guidance of
Ms Brydon. The whole Student Representative Council have worked diligently in executing the World ’s
Greatest Shave by advertising around the school, spreading the news, collecting money and making the donation
jars. Maxine and Yiannis have high expectations from their Student Representative Council Team of 2019 to
continue improving our school through innovative ideas presented at each meeting.
The international students in Years 11 and 12, led by Kingsley, had guest speakers come and provide students
with the key information about the successes of VCE and thinking clearly about their long term goals after the
completion of their schooling. The two companies who presented to the group were called Auswin International
Group and Aide. The International Students found both of the sessions very useful and informative about
the process of VCE and life after school.
The amount of work and effort demonstrated within our Student Leadership Executive is exceptional. Well done to
everyone who has already made a wonderful contribution to Term One and continue to keep up the amazing effort.
Student Leadership Executive Team

Sachindu Wickrama
Achchillage

Ashwood High School

Katriana
Fernando

Maxine
Stathakopoulos

Yiannis
Doulgerakis

Kingsley
Liang
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As Term 1 draws to a close, and following the recent Student Led Conferences, the upcoming term break is a
good opportunity for the students to reflect on how their year is progressing.
Year 11 students should be focusing on how they feel they are managing the transition to VCE or VCAL and
what supports and changes they may need to put in place to ensure that the rest of the year progresses
smoothly.
Year 12 students should be focussing on how well they are managing their workload, and developing their time
management and study skills further where necessary to ensure the best outcomes in all areas of their studies.
All students will have now completed some formal assessments, whether SACs for the VCE students or
Outcomes for the VCAL students and thus will have some quantitative measure of how they are progressing.
I would encourage all students to revisit the advice and information provided by Elevate Education at the Year
11 Camp and Year 12 Retreat at the start of term as a starting point for these reflections. Students can access
extra resources via the website: elevateeducation.com
All students are encouraged to seek assistance from staff at the school should they require some guidance in
this area. This may be from House Coordinators, subject teachers, the Student Services Manager Ms Lea Marrison, myself or any other staff member with whom they feel comfortable. It is also important that students regularly check their school emails and Compass, this should be happening on a daily
basis, including during the term break.
It has been wonderful to see the senior students involve themselves in the extra curricula activities at the
school. In particular the House swimming carnival and cross- country events. Active participation by our
senior students sets a very good example for our younger students and creates some wonderful memories as
the students prepare to graduate from the school.
On Thursday 7 March a group of our Year 12 female students attended the Rotary International Woman’s Day
Breakfast, accompanied by Ms Meg Brydon and sponsored by the Rotary Club of Chadstone/East Malvern.
The Rotary Club are long term supporters of our students and we greatly appreciate the provision of these
opportunities.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

I have recently been in contact with many of the 2018 graduates and it has been wonderful to hear of their
progress into further study, apprenticeships and the work force. In particular I was pleased to be able to attend
the Monash University Scholarship Presentations where 2018 School Vice Captain Kevin Lee was presented
with a Vice Chancellor Scholarship for Excellence.
I would encourage all senior students to spend some time over the term break attending information sessions
run by the universities. These are advertised on the university websites, and through the Ashwood High School
Careers Website, and will assist students with decision making regarding future pathways.
I wish all students a safe and restful break and would remind them that while, as senior students, they will be
expected to complete school work over this break it is still important that they take some time to recharge.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

2018 School Vice Captain Kevin Lee presented with Vice Chancellor
Scholarship for Excellence

Ashwood High School
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We have had a promising start to the 2019 with a highly successful Term 1 for our school community. The full
implementation of the new uniform has been well executed by the students and well received within the
broader community. On behalf of the Student Management Team, many thanks to the parents with your
ongoing support, both to date and into the future, and for your assistance in maintaining the high expectations
of our student population.
Please see below for a brief overview of a few highlights from the term and also some upcoming important
events for Term 2:
Student Leaders have been working hard this term to develop new processes and opportunities for our
broader school community. Many thanks to Ms. Brydon for all of her efforts to date in ensuring all of our
Student Leadership initiatives have run smoothly and with high expectations. All students are encouraged to
seek out the many extracurricular opportunities available to students with an interest in developing
connectedness and capitalising on their high school experience.
The House Captains are also in full swing organizing STAR Wars for Term 2. This student-led tradition is an
exciting part of our annual STAR Group calendar as it fosters healthy competition between the Houses and
relationship building through a wide range of activities. STAR Group Teachers look forward to working with
our students to get involved and earn points for our Houses.
Year 7, 11 and 12 Camps have run this semester. The camps program offers learning beyond the classroom
and invaluable experiences with peers to make memories and develop interpersonal skills. Thanks to our
Camps Coordinator, Matt Dexter, for his efforts in organising the ‘behind the scenes’ logistics and for House/
Senior School Coordinators for running the camps on the ground. In a similar vein, the school community is
anxiously awaiting the return of students from the Alpine School. We look forward to having you back on
campus to share your learning and ideas with us.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

Many Student Ambassadors have made an excellent impression at their primary schools on school visits this
term. Our students spoke convincingly about their transition into the school and their experience as high
school students. A warm thank you to all who assisted me in this process. Early next term we will have a
series of important events in our annual school calendar - Ashwood Revealed and ‘A Day in the Life of
Ashwood’ – where many additional Student Ambassadors will be required to help represent our school.
Please await further communication via Compass for more details on these days and relevant consent
processes.
Finally, it would be remiss of me to not make a special mention to the Student Management Team for all of
their efforts with the students this Term. Developing students’ engagement and wellbeing, with clear
expectations, is no mean feat and it could not be done without the ongoing efforts above and beyond the
expectations of our devoted staff. Many thanks to the House Coordinators (Mr Sheehan, Mrs Dernikos,
Ms Rimmer, Ms Miller); Student Services Manager/PSD Coordinator (Mrs Marrison); Student Leadership
Coordinator (Ms Brydon); Careers Coordinator (Ms Hechenberger); School Nurse (Ms Keech); and the School
Chaplain (Ms Stancliffe). Also, a warm thank you to the many, many volunteers to offer their time to run clubs
and programs to support our students. On behalf of the Team, we look forward to continue building strong
working relationships between home and school to have the best outcomes for your child in Term 2 and
beyond.
Ms Meg McLellan | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader
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The Ashwood Alliance with Deakin University is creating a Community of Practice that is innovative and
reflective, creating data tools and analysing data collected, to ensure High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS)
are employed and inform continually improvement of student learning outcomes at Ashwood High School.
During Term 1 (and in Term 2) Year 10 students are being assisted each Tuesday in their English classroom
by Pre-service teachers from Deakin University. The university students are focusing on Literacy, specifically,
they are reflecting on the theoretical principles, practices and diversity of teaching literacies in a secondary
setting. Through best pedagogical practices they are working directly with students to assist teachers in the
classroom with the curriculum, focused on scaffolding Literacy skills and knowledge.
Another area in which the Ashwood Alliance with Deakin University has been active, is in welcoming another
group of Pre-service teachers into the School community to work with Ashwood High School teachers. Deakin
University students observed 10 lessons in total (inclusive of Years 7 – 11 and in various subjects). Data was
collected from each of these lessons, mapping and documenting particular interactions that occurred within
the room. The observations and data were then shared with each of the respective teachers at the end of the
day, summarising, analysing and evaluating what had transpired throughout each lesson. The data collected
is a rich source of information that can and will be used in a myriad of ways, not least to inform teachers and
students how formative assessment and student agency and voice was enacted, to inform best practice is
maintained and transposed in future lessons.
Much time is spent instructing Pre-service teachers about our Vision and Values at Ashwood High School
prior to the Pre-service teachers spending time with our students. Thank you to Mr Moore for his leadership
and holistic approach which will lead to improved student outcomes. The images below are highlights of the
deep and informative conversations that were occurring between Deakin University students and Ashwood
High School teachers, following the observations that occurred on Tuesday, 26 March.

Ashwood High School
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Learning with a Growth Mindset
The famous psychologist Carol Dweck has spent a lifetime studying students’ mindsets. She discovered that
students adopt one of two very different mindsets to their learning: a fixed mindset or a growth mindset. Those
with a fixed mindset believe that their intelligence is simply an inborn trait—they have a certain amount, and
that's that. In contrast, those with a growth mindset believe that they can develop their intelligence over time.
(Carol Dweck, 2007)
Her work showed that people’s brains change when they use them. Students with a growth mindset are more
likely to take risks in their learning, to make an effort, to look for challenge, and to value improvement over a
percentage score. Their brains develop more, they achieve better results and become far happier.
As parents and teachers supporting our students, it is important that our messages encourage a growth
mindset. The best way to do this is to praise their process rather than their scores. This graphic, while it
comes from the Mathematics area, shows some ways we can do this every day.
HOW TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS
Growth Mindset
What to say:

Fixed Mindset
What not to say:

“When you learn how to do
a new kind of problem, it
grows your maths brain!”

“Not everbody is good at
math. Just do your best.”

“If you catch yourself saying,
‘I’m not a math person,’ just
add the word ‘yet’ to the end
of the sentence.”

“That’s OK, maybe math
is not one of your
strengths..”

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

STUDENT OUTCOMES

“Don’t worry you’ll get it if
you keep trying.”

“That feeling of math being
hard is the feeling of your
brain growing.”

*If students are using the wrong
strategies, their efforts might not work.
Plus they may feel particularly inept if
their efforts are fruitless

“The point isn’t to get it all
right away. The point is to
grow your understanding
step by step. What can you
try next?”

“Great effort! You tried
your best.”
*Don’t accept less than optimal
performance from your students.

SOURCE: Carol Dweck

Ask your children one of these questions tonight.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What did you do today that made you think hard?
If you got this question wrong, what can you learn from it?
What strategy are you going to try now?
What will you do to improve your work?
What do you know now that you didn’t know this morning?

If you are interested in finding out more, watch Carol Dweck’s TED talk at https://www.ted.com/talks/
carol_dweck_the_power_of_believing_that_you_can_improve?language=en
Mr Colin Shnier | Student Outcomes Leader
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The debating season is off to a great start for Ashwood High School and all
those who participated did a stellar job. The competition on 7 March saw us
not only take home two Best Speaker awards (Sienna Spencer, and
Kelly Martin) but also was the first opportunity for our Year 9 team to
take the field!
Lily Patterson, Madeline booker, and Lucien MintoBarnett did a great job arguing ’that we should ban
horse racing’ against Salesian College. Salesian narrowly
won the round however, a first foray into any form of
competition can be a nerve-wracking time and our three
Year 9s stepped up with aplomb, and for that they are to
be congratulated.
It was also exciting to see a good number of students who
came along to Wesley College to watch and support their
peers. It is indicative of the supportive culture of Ashwood
High School that students will take time outside of class hours to cheer on their friends and represent their
school with pride. On that note I would also like to thank staff members Karen Bares, and Ronald Lee for taking the time to guide and support our debating teams.
Round two will take place on Thursday 4 April at Wesley College. Hope to see you there.
Mr Brendan Williams | Debating Coordinator

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

DEBATING

Education Resource Centre
The 2019 Victorian Premiers' Reading Challenge is now open. All Ashwood High School Year 7-10 students
are registered. The Challenge is a long running, successful program designed to benefit both confident and
developing readers. It isn't a competition but a personal challenge for each student to read more, and to read
more widely. The aim is to read your choice of fifteen approved books before the first week of September.
Successful entrants will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier. There's a great
selection of titles on this year's booklist and hundreds of them are available for loan from the ERC. To plan
and manage their reading students can logon to the Reading Challenge website using their Compass
Username as both their PRC Username and Password. For further details see Mr Feeney or the ERC
website.
Mr Matthew Feeney | ERC Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Hi, all ‘Cowan-ers’!
Woah! How quickly the year has passed. We have done so much already, like; the World’s Greatest Shave and the
opening of the Student Led Space. We would like to extend a huge congratulations to all Cowan students who went to
Red Cross Calling, District/Regional Swimming Carnivals and Debating!
We are looking forward to the House Cross Country carnival to finish off Term 1 with a great result. Participation is key
and we are off to a great start with the effort and enthusiasm you showed when we practised chants in STAR in Week 9.
Also, a reminder that the Athletics Carnival and STAR Wars are upcoming in early Term 2 so be ready! To prepare for
Athletics specifically, you could start thinking about possible costume ideas, train or make a banner. The possibilities are
endless!
We would like to wish everyone a safe and fun term break. Chillax and remember to practise your chants! Woohoo! And
on a final note, who are we? THE MIGHTY MIGHTY COWAN!!
Amy Peters and Courtney Tulia

Following on from our most recent achievement (winning House Swimming), Flynn now have their eyes on the prize for
Cross Country which is right around the corner! As the House Captains, we have no doubt Flynn can take the win yet
again and continue on our winning streak! One thing we pride ourselves on as a House is our outstanding participation
in House events. Thinking back to the Swimming Carnival, and the wet and cold day it was, Flynn wouldn’t have been
able to win without the incredible participation from everyone in the House.
Recently, there has also been a new competition introduced at all House events, starting with Cross Country, where
each house will perform their House chant as loud and as best as they can. The House with the best chant and
participation will earn the most House points. Over the past week in STAR each house has been learning their House
chant, and I know we might be a bit biased here, but we think Flynn is sounding pretty good!
Flynn House also epitomises house spirit and culture. The overwhelming encouragement and support from all Flynnians
radiates throughout the House, especially during House competitions! We as the Flynn House Captains are extremely
excited about Cross Country Carnival and seeing the amazing participation and House spirit from Flynn. And once
again, WIN FOR FLYNN!

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

Declan Johnson and Sienna Spencer
Wow this term has flown by fast! What an incredible start to the year it’s been. It’s been great getting to know many of
the members in Melba House and seeing everyone settling in well. From the launch of the new Student Led Space to the
Swimming Carnival, the World’s Greatest Shave and finally House Cross Country, it’s been not only an enjoyable but
successful start to the year. It was fantastic to see the enthusiasm and House spirit of the members of Melba while
learning the chant. We are very proud of the effort you’ve all put in and hope this is reflected on the day of Cross
Country! Just a reminder to everyone to participate (whether it be walking with friends or competing for a place) on the
day and show everyone just how Mighty Melba House is. The Athletics Carnival and Star Wars is quickly coming up
early next term. We’re looking forward to all your participation and increasing Melba spirit! Remember, participate,
participate, participate!
We wish you all a happy and safe holiday.
Fiona Tadesse and Lula Tadesse

Hello from your Patterson House Captains, Andy and George!
A lot has happened since our last update and there have been so many big positives. First of all we’d like to congratulate
all Patterson students and teachers that participated in the World’s Greatest Shave, whether that was colouring your hair
or shaving it off – you all did really well to raise as much money as possible. Secondly, we’d like to congratulate
Patterson students that represented Ashwood High School at District Swimming and an even bigger congratulations to
those who progressed to regionals. Finally, these next few weeks are all about our new and improved House Chant and
making sure everybody in the House knows it. We look forward to seeing you at the House Cross Country for our first
performance of the chants and hopefully seeing everyone in Patterson run or walk the track to earn points for our House.
George Tziafas and Andy Kuok

House Coordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Mrs Vicky Dernikos (Flynn House),
Ms Lucy Rimmer (Melba House), Ms Sachael Miller (Paterson House)
Ashwood High School
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I had a fantastic time on Friday 29 March visiting the Alpine Students at Dinner Plain and seeing their
Community Learning Project presentation. The group have thoughtfully thought about ways to increase
inclusivity for Indigenous students and the wider Indigenous community. They have had such an adventurous
time and some challenges along the way, such as, bush fires coming close to the school and having to be
evacuated back to Melbourne for a few days. They have taken these challenges in their stride and embraced
the many opportunities Alpine has to offer. A special bonus for Term 1 students was some snow on their second
last weekend!
Ms Catherine Preston | Alpine School Liaison Teacher

My time at the Alpine School has been an amazing experience filled with learning and fun. We have done things
such as overnight hikes where we had to carry our own food and cooking materials in enormous back packs, to,
organizing our own rest day proposals where we can do anything we want as long as we get enough support
from our peers. And when we aren’t doing outdoor activities, we are learning valuable life skills and leadership
skills in our classrooms such as first aid training, how to become a better leader and person, learning about our
traits and our personality and planning of a large scale project that we implement when we arrive back at
school. In my time at the Alpine school I have made many new friends with people from many different places
and I am still making new friends and bonds every day. I would encourage anyone who had the opportunity to
be selected for this camp to go, because it is such an amazing opportunity to, meet new people, experience
new things, learn about yourself and other cultures, and really learn to appreciate everything and everybody
around you. So far I’ve loved the Alpine school and can’t wait to see what the future holds for me.
Jack Marshman — Year 9

My name is James Lee I have been at the Alpine School for the past 4 weeks and over this time I have had
many great experiences including Boys Campout, mountain biking and Expo which is a 2 day hike. While I have
been up here I have made many new friends consisting of Cooper my roommate, Breon, Edward and Sacha
these people have been really cool people to hang out with to make this experience even better. Being here has
made me learn many new things that can help me for the future which makes me excited for the next 5 weeks
ahead, this experience has been so amazing along with the opportunity to live in the alps for 9 weeks I wish it
was longer but I know that I will still enjoy the time left to spend here.
James Lee — Year 9

Ashwood High School
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It is a huge challenge for a student to live and study in a foreign country. Adapting to a new culture, mastering
a foreign language (in this case, English), living in a homestay family, attending a new school, learning new
study methods, attempting to make new friends and even the absence of home cooked food, can all be very
frustrating. There is also the pressure and expectations from the parents to do well and get into universities
with good ATAR scores.
The staff members at Ashwood High School understand and make every effort to see to their needs. Our
International Student Program is characterised by its focus on personal support for each student. The school
creates a friendly environment to assist students to develop their potentials in both academic capabilities and
personal attributes.
The International Student Program staff report regularly to parents either personally or by mail, email or
telephone. We set up services to cater for our international students such as:














Personal airport reception on arrival at Melbourne
Caring homestay placement with all host families closely monitored by the school
Learning in a nurturing environment
Orientation to the school, local area and Melbourne
Close monitoring of students’ welfare
Assistance with study skills
Ongoing English language assistance
Regular parent reports translated into student’s first language
Strong bond developed between family and school
Visa and immigration assistance
Course, subject and career counselling
After hours tuition (homework clubs)
Recreational and social activities

The homestay families have contributed greatly to the well-being of our international students. These families
provide them with ‘Home-away-from homes” and are always willing to do a little extra to help students get over
their homesickness and culture shock. With the support of the homestay families and the school, we are able
to make our international students feel at home and get the most out of their stay in Melbourne.

Ashwood High School
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Principal’s Attendance Award
On Tuesday 19 March, we had a large number of International Students receiving the Principal’s Attendance
Awards:
Gold Award
Year 8: Roy Hu; Eric Liu; Carol Yuan
Year 10: Sivan Chen; Andy Kuok
Year 11: Saul Zhang
Year 12: Ben Chen; Kelly Chen; Silvia Du; Brian Fong; Annie Li; Kingsley Liang; Rita Liu; Glenys Wang;
Bardia Zarrinnam; Yi Zheng
Silver Award
Year 8: Jiawei Li; Minhyeok Shin
Year 9: Bob Hong
Year 10: Jeffrey Jia; Stacey Wang;
Year 11: Jason Hou; Jimi Jian; Depan Lin; Jennifer Lu; John Qian; Rihanna Xu
Year 12: Ken Chen; Jason Huang; Leon Zhou
Bronze Award
Year 9: Jack Lu
Year 10: Jack Zhu
Year 11: Leanna Yan
Year 12: Adam Duan; George Leung

Ashwood High School
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Firstly, a reminder to parents/guardians that Interim Progress Reports are available to download and view
on Compass. If you are yet to view your child’s report, please ensure you log onto Compass to do this. If
you require assistance with Compass or your log in details, please contact the General Office. Compass
is used as our main source of distributing information and parents/guardians are encouraged to log on
regularly in order to keep abreast of upcoming events and important information about our programs. The
Compass Newsfeed and Calendar informs students and parents/guardians of important dates and
changes to the regular curriculum for Term 2 so please check regularly to staf informed.
Compass also provides all students and parents/guardians with the details for upcoming VCE SACs for
Units 1 & 3.
Secondly, as we move into Term 2 information will be provided about the processes involved for NAPLAN
and the Year 7-11 Exam Week. Parents/guardians of students in Years 7 and 9 are encouraged to visit
the NAPLAN website over the holidays, in order to assist your child to prepare and be comfortable with
requirements for NAPLAN testing. This website includes a FAQ section, advice for parents/guardians,
information about results, as well as sample test papers to go through with your children. Please refer to
the link below:
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support
It is also important to check in with your child regularly as NAPLAN moves closer. Sometimes the
pressures associated with testing or exams can create added stress and talking this through is a good
strategy to help them overcome some of this.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Term One is always a busy time of the year and 2019 has been no different. Ashwood High School has
delivered some amazing teaching and learning programs across all Learning Areas, with students
engaged, motivated and confident to do their best. But as we break for the Easter holidays (with a
collective breath) the commitment of both students and parents is worth noting. This was illustrated with
the fantastic turnout for Student Led Conferences with over 1880 bookings made! This partnership
between students-parents-teachers is fundamental to setting meaningful learning goals and improving
student outcomes: our core business.

Since the Student Led Conferences, Year 7 – 10 students have used the feedback received to develop
appropriate SMART goals to work towards throughout the semester. (VCE and VCAL students set their
goals at their study retreat earlier in the year and encouraged to track their progress independently).
Students should be able to share and/or review their goals with their parents/guardians through the
Compass Insights function. So parents/guardians, please ask your children about the following:
Semester 1 Learning Goals on Compass Insights
Long Term Goal
Short Term Goal #1
Short Term Goal #2
Short Term Goal #3
Actions/Strategies
Strengths
Weaknesses
Co-curricula Involvement
Have a restful and productive Term 1 break!
Mr Christopher Tipping | Director of Studies
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Year 7 English: Letter to Year 12 Self Project
The students in Year 7 are writing a special letter to their Year 12 self.
When the students make their way in Year 12 they will open a letter full
of their hopes and dreams for when they were in Year 7. In their letters,
the students put what they hope their Year 12 self would be. They
included what they want to achieve by that time and how they would
change. The letters are stored for five years until they reach the mighty
Year 12. They also guessed how the school would change and what will
happen to them in the future. This a great project because you can
make predictions about what you want to be when your older and how
you expect that the world would change.
Christos Giakoumatos — 7C

The Raven
From Week 2, to Week 5, the students of Year 9 mainstream read and learned about a poem written by
Edgar Allan Poe. This poem was named The Raven. We studied the poem and found the stories and
messages within it. To test our oral skills, the student had a stanza (paragraph in the poem) each and had
to memorise and read it out to the class. This helped us understand the language used within the poem and
helped our speaking and oral skills. As focusing on the poem we learned about foreshadowing, gothic
elements and the types of language used in this gothic poem.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

To test our knowledge of the poem we answered many questions about it, looking at it from different
perspectives. Using all our knowledge of the poem, the Year 9 students completed a big assignment task.
This assignment task was very creative and broad. We had multiple options on how we could have
presented it. All the students put in lots of effort and displayed their knowledge and understanding of the
poem. Everyone presented their work in unique and distinctive ways. Learning about The Raven and gothic
elements was very enjoyable, and a pleasure to learn about!!
Elizabeth Tziafas — 9C

Year 12 English as an Additional Language: Excursion to ACMI
In Week 6, the Year 12 EAL students went on an excursion to watch ‘Rear Window’ with our teacher
Ms Diaz. We all met in the city at Federation Square and we attended a screening and a lecture about the
film we are studying. By watching the movie again, it gave us another opportunity to understand the movie
in greater detail. We also had a chance to listen to a lecturer who presented to us an analysis of the film
from her perspective. After we finished the film, we all came together to eat Chinese food and discussed
the film with Ms Diaz. We all enjoyed the excursion and we are glad that ACMI gave us the opportunity to
watch the movie on the big screen.
Faiza Osman — 12A
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At the start of the year, I was walking into the room where our first Humanities lesson was being held. I went
in and sat down by myself. On the board was the date written as Friday 1 February. Then there was a
learning intention: “To understand what ancient history is”. Along with that was a starter asking one or two
questions and for us to draw something. Mr Lee first introduced himself and then announced that we would
be doing this at the start of every lesson. I immediately thought: “Hmm, this is a good way to start off the
lesson. I think I like where Humanities is heading.”
People were probably a little nervous, so I went and asked a classmate about their first impression:
“I thought that I was going to make a fool of myself presenting in front of the class, but now I’ve settled in
and feel more relaxed. The students and Mr Lee are really great to have around.” - Amanda Paino
In history we have been learning about Egypt. Analysing sources, finding the truth, and how we can apply
these things to life today. It’s one of those places with a lot of mystery and yet we still have some knowledge
about how they lived. One of the assignments that we have done is the archaeology assignment. We were
pretending to be archaeologists or persuading someone to be an archaeologist. This is the work that I am
most proud of. One of my favourite activities is a game where people have different roles to play. There’s
the King and Queen, Chief Architect, assassins, builders and slaves.
7C as a class is a very friendly and supportive bunch, also outside of class too. We share equipment and
have a laugh sometimes, but work is also very important. As a class with Mr Lee, we can fly through our
topics but still learn, still work, and still have fun. To give feedback in our class, students swap their books
instead of Mr Lee doing it all the time. We use a green pen, which I call the ‘Students Humanities Colour’.
Mr Lee uses red, so we use green! Every lesson, as soon as we arrive in class, we get our books out, get
our pens, and write the date, learning intention and answer the starter. WE WORK HARD. High
Expectations is what Mr Lee expects, as now we are Year 7 students. We don’t just work hard when we feel
like it, we work hard every lesson. For more student engagement with learning, Mr Lee decided that
students would start running the class. (He felt like he talked a lot.) Students now run the entire lesson and
Mr Lee is there to assist them and also help people who are stuck.
Mr Lee is very different from the other teachers. A good different – don’t worry, Mr Lee. When he gets his
food for the break times, he is always there to have a chat with students and laugh with them too.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

I love Humanities, and in the future, I can’t wait to learn more things, share jokes with Mr Lee, and get more
School Colours! I’m sure everyone wants to! When I see that we have Humanities on Compass, funnily
enough, I get EXCITED. Like, who gets excited for a class, where they have to work? I do. I hope everyone
in my class continues to work and try their best. 7C is rocking Humanities so far.
Kezia Leow — 7C
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French is a lovely language and I am extremely lucky to learn it. Our teacher Ms Dernikos is very good at
helping us increase our vocabulary and learning the language. So far this term we have been learning the
French verbs and have been studying the French textbooks called “Tapis Volant”. I personally like learning
the French language because it’s words are similar to English and it’s grammar is similar to Bulgarian. A
language I have been learning since I was born. Gabriel Sebastian — 7B
So far in French, has been a blast,
I got asked to remember
A time ago when we we’re learning the ‘er’ verb
My brain focus and was on a role
I shot the answer and got the goal
When we switched topics, I didn’t know
I got get help and went on slow
I know my words for the vocab test
Practice makes perfect now no stress
My teacher is having trouble learning my name
She calls me Myki, Ginger and Micky it’s all the same
Mais Je m’appelle Micky
Ca va et merci
Micky Van Dalen — 8A

In French this term we have learnt so many new words and phrases. Coming from two different schools that
have not been taught French it is a new and exciting experience for everyone. We also play fun games at
the end which impacts out French learning! Out teacher Madame Dernikos has made learning French heaps
of fun. We all enjoy every minute of it. We’re looking forward to more French, excursions and to expand our
vocabulary. Ella McFarlane and Erin Skevakis — 7B
French was new language for me since I came in Year 7. I only knew Bonjour in French. But my teacher
Madame Dernikos helped me to make my way on the path to learn French. Although I already know 4
languages and French is my 5 and this beautiful language is the most fun to learn. Since I have started
learning it I have had so much fun. We have learnt greetings, Different vocab words we have done
interesting games to learn better and remember every single word and this is the way I love to learn. Our
teacher is also the best French teacher as far as I think. Me and my fellow students have done 3 vocab test
and a big test of chapter 1. We all have done an amazing job with the help of our teacher. I see that some
people think French is a difficult and at first I thought the same thing but when I started learning it, it was
pretty easy. I think that French is a sweet and passionate language it has this fascinating accent that I
absolutely admire. The French words, when you say them it is the best feeling. We have done chapter 1 and
have started chapter 2 and have done some of it already and I think all the students are doing pretty well.
And our vocabulary of some basic French words has increased and is increasing every day. We have vocab
tests 4-5 days and it really helps us learn. I will encourage everyone to learn French and don’t think that it is
difficult. Start learning it and then you will know that it is an easy and a beautiful language.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

Haris Shehzad — 7C

I love French because when we do French, I feel like I’m just supposed to learn it. The teachers make it
easy to do and fun but it’s also effective. When you learn French, you feel fancy and it makes me happy. We
also play games that help us learn the words. The teachers can be strict at times, but it only helps your
learning. The teachers also set up games online to help with your learning. I find all the work the teachers
do effective and interesting. In French we do unit tests. We learn a set of words and then we get tested on
them every Thursday but it’s different for each class. I find French quite easy to learn but it’s not the same
for everyone. I really enjoy French and I am looking forward to learning French in the future.
Elissa Tsekmes — 7B

As soon as you are aware of any changes of
address, phone numbers, medical details, living
arrangements or any long term absences, please
notify the school at 9807 1333 to ensure all our
records are accurate.
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Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

Year 9/10 French Film Festival excursion
Ashwood High School’s French students from Year 9 and 10 went on an excursion to watch a French film
on Tuesday 26 March. We got on a train from Jordanville station and headed towards the city to Kino
Cinemas to watch Dililli à Paris. We got to buy food before the movie like popcorn, lollies etc. After the
movie we took a tram to Southern Cross station and from there we walked to Southbank to eat delicious
French foods from a cafe. Some people walked to a McDonald’s nearby the café or bought food from
Woolworths. I enjoyed the excursion very much. The film was great and the food was delicious.
Riku Adahl — 9C
On Tuesday 26 March, the Year 9 and 10 French students were very lucky to be able to go out on an
excursion to the city to watch a French film. When we arrived in the city, we made our way to the Kino
Cinemas, passing through lots of Melbourne landmarks at the same time. Once we arrived in the cinema,
we got ourselves comfy on some nice seats with all the snacks we need, ready to watch the film ‘Dilili à
Paris’, which is about a clever girl who rescues all the other kidnapped children. To keep our excursion on
the topic of French, we went to a French café that sells croissants and other tasty French food. After our
nice trip, we left the city on a French made train back to school. Overall, the trip was very nice.
Auson Tseng — 9C
On Tuesday 26 March, Year 9 and 10 French students, headed off to the city, to enjoy a lovely day, with
their peers. The students first went to the Kino Cinemas and watched a delightful film, named Dililli à Paris.
We all learned a lot from the film, and it helped us all with our French. After the amazing film, we walked
around the city, until we got to a lovely French Café. At this Café everyone enjoyed some delicious French
food, like croissants, baguettes and many more. The day was very fun, exciting, and all the students had a
wonderful time.
Elizabeth Tziafas — 9C
Ashwood High School
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I was so proud of our VCE Unit 1 Psychology students when they performed their Piaget tests in partnership
with the Grade 1/Foundation students from neighbouring Parkhill Primary School. Our students represented the
school and themselves in an exemplary manner.
Ashwood High School students designed their experiments to demonstrate different stages in Piaget’s theory.
Our students made their own experimental equipment and carried out their own testing. The SAC involved not
only testing for acquisition of certain Piagetian stages, but also attention to the ethics involved in using young
children as subjects. Students collected their own data which they analysed and then produced a detailed
scientific poster.
The Ashwood students were amazing with the little children who went back to school having had a fun
afternoon.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science Teacher

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

VCE Psychology Ashwood HS and Foundation/ Grade 1 Parkhill PS – an educational partnership

Year 12 Physics “Day at Luna Park”
On Tuesday 5 March the Physics cohort of Ashwood High School went on an excursion to Luna Park in St Kilda
for a “Day at Luna Park”. We were joined by 800 other students doing Units 3&4 Physics from different schools
across Victoria. The main focus of the day was to experience the Physics and feel the differences at different
heights while collecting data related to the topics: motion, energy, force, acceleration and circular motion. The
data collected was then used to answer questions in a booklet that were relevant to each ride, which are put
into practical scenarios. This enabled us to gain a greater understanding of the topics. From all the theory in the
class this day was very enjoyable and informative.
Giji Vinod

Ashwood High School
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A fun term of skateboard manufacturing has taken over the Year 8 Design Technologies: Woodwork and Metalwork class. Our production line has been humming and the students have produced wonderful skateboards,
each one with unique and impressive designs. Well done Year 8!
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology Teacher

Design Technologies: Skateboard Task
This term Year 8s were making skateboards in design technology, it was fun. All of the skateboards are
amazing, the Year 8s put a lot of time and effort into these skateboards. To make a skateboard you need a coping saw to cut the shape of the skateboard next you need a surform to define the shape a lot better, then you
will need a file to smooth the surface, and last but not least, you will need some sandpaper to clean up the edges. Overall this term we have been learning about skateboard history and how to make our own
skateboards. This school is a school of learning and really fun activities like woodwork, metalwork and art. To any
new Year 7s this year I hope you enjoy art and are excited for woodwork next year.
Bethany Carrol —, Year 8

Ashwood High School
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Visual Communication Design Report
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Jessica Lewis — 8B

Ashwood High School
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In Drama we have been looking at the main elements of drama, they include space, movement, location, sound,
audience and focus. Before we start performing, we play a fun game that involves the thing/element that we are
working on. Such as; bean and say hello. We started with audience and had to perform a small skit and it had to
involve the audience. The group that really impressed me was Micky, Tilly, Mat and Chiara’s group. They
performed very well because part of their performance was in the audience, also at the end they asked the
audience in for a photo. We have also looked at things such as motivation, pause, force, pace, improvisation
and voice. These things helped us understand the different things you can do when performing on stage.
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Intermediate (Year 9/10) Interschool Sport, Monday 4 March:
Well done to all students for not only arriving in full school uniform for their photos, but being organised enough
to arrive at the sporting venues on time. We took out Volleyball, Tennis & a mixed Baseball team. The girls
Volleyball team came third on the day, narrowly losing their semi-final to the overall winner on the day. Well
done to Taamika Witehira, Sienna Spencer and Courtney Tulia for their efforts on the day. The boys Volleyball
team also put up a good fight, well done to Peter Tsekmes and Sam Gosbell for their spirited play.
Mullum District Swimming Carnival, Friday 8 March:
The highlight of this term was the Mullum District Swimming Carnival. I took 23 students who all participated and
gave their best. We ended up finishing 3rd out of the 7 schools, a huge improvement from 6th place in 2018.
Congratulations to all participants, but in particular our age group champions, Luke Noy, Emma Mahon and
Amy Peters. I look forward to taking 9 students (improvement from 1 in 2018) to the Eastern Metropolitan
Region Swimming Carnival on Tuesday 26 March.
Year 8 Interschool Sport, Monday 18 March:
Again we had great participation for the Year 8 Interschool Sport day, sending teams out for Volleyball
and Baseball. Unfortunately the Year 8 Girls Volleyball team followed the path of the Intermediate Girls before
them, narrowly losing their semi-final against the eventual winner and a team they had previously beaten in a
pool game! Well done to Mahine Tapper and Emily Wilcock-Stuart for their strong play. As for the Baseball
the mixed team tried their best managing to win one of their games. Well done to Ricardo Vallejos and
Thomas Kinnane for their good sportsmanship & play throughout the day.
Year 7 Interschool Sport, Friday 22 March:
Record numbers of participants (76 total students) represented Ashwood High School at the four sports of
Volleyball, Tennis, Softball & Baseball. Well done to all participants, in particular the Girls Volleyball team which
made it through to the Regional Round at a later date. Keep your eye on Compass for that event, as it will be
published very soon.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

INTERSCHOOL SPORT

Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE

HEALTH / PE / FOOD NUTRITION
First of all I want to congratulate all Year 9 & 10 students involved in the School Photo/Interschool Sport
day. It presented a huge logistical challenge for 65+ students to come in their full school uniform, have their
class photos taken & then change into their full PE uniform and board the buses, all in time to start their
various sports by 10am. Thank you to all those staff involved, particularly Ms Allison Jenner for ensuring
everything ran smoothly and on time. There was not one single student that came to school without both of
their full school and PE uniforms, so job well done.
All students in Year 7-9 PE classes have been familiarising themselves with the Cross Country course and
a variety of field events for our Athletics Carnival in early Term 2. Both the Cross Country and Athletics
Carnivals are available on Compass to provide payment and consent. Please note that the Cross Country
needs consent only, whilst the Athletics needs both payment and consent. It has been pleasing to see the
enthusiasm of the students when running the Cross Country course. With a new course in place for this
year, I am interested to see the outcome of the day. Keep training hard, as Cross Country is due to take
place in Week 10 of Term 1. I will have my fingers crossed that the weather gods smile upon us (unlike at
the Swimming Carnival).
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE

Ashwood High School
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Term 1 has certainly hit a high note with the recent visit by the choir
to Parliament House to perform for an official awards ceremony. The
choir boarded the train in high spirits resulting in an impromptu
acapella version of their songs led by our guest conductor
Rosie Pryor much to the surprise and delight of the other
passengers with many asking us where we were heading. With much
excitement we all passed through the security zone and made our
way into the grand hall where we were seated with the other guests
to enjoy a light lunch and refreshments. The choir then opened the
proceedings with four songs, “Love is in the Air”, “We Are Australian”,
“Shelter” and “You’re the Voice” with accompanying handclaps and
cheers from our very appreciative audience. Before we knew it, it was
back to reality and heading to school on the train where we shared
ice creams in the music room to recover from the hot weather and chat about our wonderful day. A special
thank you to Ms Rosie Pryor and Ms Tania Kaev for their roles in making this memorable occasion possible,
something we will look back on as a major highlight. Congratulations to the choir on all their hard work and
superb representation of the school in the wider community. Well done!
Excitement for the choir did not stop there. At the recent assembly Mr Brett Moore presented the choir
members with their badges after performing their concert song “This is Me” to the school community. Again
well done to all the students in dedicating their lunchtimes to rehearsing their repertoire. We look forward to
hearing the choir perform at the Winter Concert on Thursday 30 May so please remember to put this date in
your calendar.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

The Junior Band and the String Ensemble are also preparing their repertoire with
Ms Naomi Holman and Mr Navin Gulavita, along with individual items for the
Winter Concert and it is wonderful to witness the progress they are all making.
I would also like to welcome Mr Oliver Cox, our new drum teacher who will be a great
addition to our team of music staff and wish him all the very best in his first teaching
position.
We look forward to bringing more music your way during Term 2.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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ACE students have been continuing to experience many rich and interesting learning experiences over the last
few weeks, both in and outside of the classroom. Off campus activities have included visits to the Gene
Technology Access Centre (GTAC), Alliance Françoise French Film Festival and Maths Gala Day. There has
also been a hive of activity in Year 8 ACE Humanities, with students developing action teams and planning for
the Indigenous Garden Project. Additionally, Year 8 ACE English have continued their deep analysis of the
classic text, ‘Lord of the Flies.’ Leila Gonzalez has kindly written a contribution, discussing the
curriculum focus and activities in the Year 8 ACE English classroom this term…enjoy!
Ms Chevelle Alderton | Enrichment, Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

In Term 1 of 2019, the Year 8 ACE Class has been studying the William Golding
novel, Lord of the Flies. We have discussed several themes throughout the text
such as war, savagery and fear, and we have analysed character’s personalities
and their symbolism. A creative response to text task has been completed
successfully and insightfully, exploring themes, symbols and the depths of human
nature. We have answered many in-depth questions about the text and discussed
how humans react in dangerous and stressful situations such as the one the
group of boys are facing in Lord of the Flies. We have completed a group task
about how we would respond in the same situation and how we would implement
rules and build a functioning, efficient society with limited access to supplies, food
and contact from the outside world. Us students in Year 8 ACE have had a very
successful start to English in 2019.
Leila Gonzalez — 8Z

On Friday 15 March, the Year 9 and 10 ACE classes travelled to
GTAC (the Gene Technology Access Centre) in Parkville. Throughout
the day we completed a program on forensic science and DNA
technologies. As the Year 10 ACE class had just completed their unit
on genetics, it was a great experience and we had the opportunity to
see how what we had learnt was put into practical use in the working
environment. At the start of the day we were given a specific scenario
from a crime scene. Throughout the day we completed a range of
tasks which included analysing blood samples (not real!) and DNA
samples to determine the victim and offender from the crime scene.
Personally, I found the day really interesting and beneficial to my
understanding of genetics and it also gave me an insight into a
possible career option in forensic science.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Sienna Spencer — 10Z

ACE 7 Science try to solve an age-old problem
The Year 7 Science ACE class were posed a problem by the
visiting engineering students from Monash University –
Engineers Without Borders. The problem required students to
design and make a sustainable floating house that would hold
as many people (marbles) as possible. In order to increase the
level of difficulty our students were given a limited choice of
resources and were on a very restrictive budget.
The students took up the challenge and come up with some
original and thoughtful designs.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Year 7 Math’s Gala Day, reflections
On Monday 25 March a team of 4 Year 7 ACE students enjoyed the challenges on offer at the Maths Gala,
held at Scotch College in Hawthorn. Ms Susan Teeuwsen spent time with the students ‘in training’ prior to the
event and she was their greatest supporter on the day. Both Ms Teeuwsen and the students have kindly taken
time to share their reflections of that day…enjoy!
Ms Chevelle Alderton | Enrichment, Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

On 25 March, Torbjorn Christiensen, Michael Perdicakis, Matthew Ry’dell and Isabel Vulis from Year 7 ACE
class attended the Maths Gala Day at Scotch College. Maths Gala Days provide students a chance to enjoy
applying Mathematical literacy by using reasoning skills in individual and small group challenges alongside like
-minded students. The program provides a wide range of challenges such as problem-solving, geometric
games, visual challenges, probability games, strategic thinking, and chance. Students apply creativity and reasoning skills in a play-based Maths domain, using new or combined approach. The experience of being in
Mathematical "flow" is evident and sustained: Students engage in deep thinking using computational strategies, connecting and communicating with their peers.
Ms Susan Teeuwsen | Maths/Science/PE/Health Teacher

Maths is one of my favorite subjects so when I got chosen to go to the Scotch College Gala I was very happy
and proud. After several meetings (training sessions) with Ms. Teeuwsen and a car drive later, I was finally
there. The day started off challenging but was really fun. The favourite thing I did there was play a game called
cashed-in. In cashed-in you had six different cards which represented six different actions. Bank, copy, tax,
steal, income and interest the aim was to get $100.00 to win. In the end our team got 23 platinum (the prize
you got for winning games) and we were really proud of ourselves. I met loads of great kids there and had a
wonderful time. Torbjorn Christiensen
It was super fun! I thought it would be more like a Maths competition but it was more strategic and game of
chance. I enjoyed playing Cash’ed-In because it was one of the only pure strategy game (me winning also
plays a big part).
‘t was so goooood and I really want to go again - Ms Teeuwsen said we can’t because we need to give others
a chance as well. I loved playing in teams – we doubled our token at the end of the day and has made ‘The
Jewel of the East’ known! Isabel Vulis & Michael Perdicakis

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

It was a really good experience because of how they showed us how Maths can be fun and also challenging at
the same time. We played a series of games, my favourite being Rekt – Angle. Rekt – Angle was a game
involving Area and Perimeter, we had to roll a dice and effectively use the perimeter provided by the dice to
take up area on a 20 x 20 peg grid. There’s another opportunity to attend Maths Gala Day in Term 2, I hope
more students can attend and enjoy the day as much as we had. Matthew Ry’dell

Ashwood High School
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In order to deepen our knowledge on the study of human body systems, today we dissected a sheep’s heart to
learn the pulmonary circulation loop. This involves the use of the heart and lungs, blood vessels, valves, and
cells.
What I found interesting was looking at the different parts of the heart that we have studied and discovering how
amazing the heart’s ability is to function efficiently and to do such a complex job in such a small but vital organ.
For example, the valves in a heart are like ‘the doors’ between the heart’s chambers and pathways. They have
to shut immediately after blood flows through them to prevent the blood from flowing backwards. They are
strong enough to prevent blood at very high pressure from bursting through and going back to where they last
were, but today I learned that they are extremely thin, which makes them even more amazing. I found that most
of the space taken up in the heart is just thick layers of muscle, which acts like a barrier between the left and
right side of the heart and it also surrounds the outside of the heart, as well its other functions.
This prac. has really helped develop my understanding of the heart and it’s functions. I believe the path for me
is Science, but more specifically cells and how they contribute to the systems in the body. I really hope to study
this field of Science in my future years at high school, and I’ve really enjoyed it so far! Thank you for organizing
the prac for us Ms Teeuwsen!
Mozhda Shekibi

This term has gone so quickly. And ACE Science, as always, has been super fun and hands on!! Thanks to
Mr Barcham, we were able to observe a dissection of a sheep ’s heart, lung and liver. It helped us learn the
anatomy of the sheep’s body which is quite similar to a young child. It has helped us to understand with our
scientific knowledge, where we are heading towards in the real world.
Ina Christensen, Kayli Kuoch and Christine Brammer

Ashwood High School
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PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM

Term 1 has been a busy term with many of the Year 9 and 10 students taking on a Leadership
role as Peer Support Leaders, to assist the Year 7s in their transition to Ashwood High School.
The 4 week program, consisting of 15 groups, focused on weekly activities, with an overall aim
to support the Year 7 students in settling in to high school. The Peer Support Program also
provided the opportunity for the Year 7s to ask their leaders questions about high school, whilst
also allowing the opportunity for the Year 9 & 10 students to develop their mentoring and
leadership skills.

Transitions & Pathways

STUDENT
CAREERS
SERVICES
NEWS
REPORT

The activities are designed around getting to know each other, enhancing team building skills
and communication skills, discussing values, accepting differences and respecting others’ ideas
and opinions, whilst having fun.
Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager

Ashwood High School
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Year 10 are still working towards sourcing their work experience placements. Please look out for my
Compass posts for the Defense Force, MYER and RMIT Work Experience opportunities. All students can
access further information regarding work experience and possible placements via the Ashwood High School
Careers Website https://www.ashwoodhighschoolcareers.com/?page=work-experience their Work Experience Information Kit and the Where to Apply for Work Experience resource distributed in the first Take Action
class for 2019.
Please use the school holidays to secure your work experience placement. Completed Work Experience Arrangement Forms are due no later than Friday 28 June 2019.

Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

VCE students, have you been to the ATARNotes website? If not you must go https://atarnotes.com/.
ATARNotes provides students with FREE VCE resources, ATAR Calculator, Forums, Articles and much
more. Please ensure you check out the FREE April Lecture Series they are hosting, the lectures include 24
VCE subjects book now at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/atar-notes-vce-7836154781.
Ashwood High School Careers Expo, Yes it is close to that time of year again. Save the date
Tuesday 18 June 2019 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm. The purpose of the night is to show case career options
such as; undergraduate programs for both local and international students, pathway programs, traineeships
and apprenticeship opportunities and services offered by your institution for students who require extra assistance due to a disability.
We have a number of fantastic exhibitors who have already RSVP’d including; the ATO, Deakin University,
Holmesglen Institute, Camp Counselors USA, RMIT, WISE employment & Skills 2 Work – NDIS and many
more.
My office has now been moved to G05, all students are encouraged to please come and see me during recess, lunch and after school if you require assistance.
Ms Jodie Hechengerger | Careers and Pathways Coordinator

Tuesday 18 June 2019
6:00pm—8:00pm

Ashwood High School
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Finance
Parent Payments are now active on Compass. You can also make payments or set up a payment plan at
the General Office between 8.30am and 4.00pm. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the
office.
Camps Sport Excursion Fund
Reminder - CSEF applications can be submitted to the General Office up until 28 June, 2019. For secondary
school students the amount received will be $225.00. This funding must be spent on school camps or trips,
swimming and school organised sport programs, outdoor education programs, excursions and incursions.
Telstra Kids Grant
We are delighted to announce our success in applying for a $1,200 grant from Telstra. Telstra Kids helps kids
thrive in their connected world. The school has grown rapidly in recent years, with significant numbers of local
students and their families flocking back to Ashwood; to take advantage of the school’s new buildings,
grounds, and academic programs. The school has been transformed out of the ashes of a fire and other
challenges, into a magnificent educational facility with great opportunity for its diverse student community. Staff
of the school have passionately established new academic, hands-on, skills- based programs, including a new
computing program using Robotics; to prepare students for embarking on their future academic and personal
aspirations confidently. The rapid growth of the school is exciting but brings with it its own challenges,
specifically how to resource new programs without creating extra financial obstacles for families. The Telstra
Grant would be used to purchase new equipment and resources for the new Robotics program; assisting
students, both male and female, from Year 7-12, approximately 440 students in total, to have access to this
fun and innovative program.

Parent / Community Partnerships

BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT

Huge thanks to Regan Richards from Telstra, who is the referrer, for applying for the funding for us. We are
very excited to share in the million dollars the Telstra Foundation provides each year to help kids connect to a
digital future.
Resources News
Extensive maintenance was completed in Building G over the school holidays. Parquetry floors were repaired
or replaced where necessary. Old lockers were removed and new lockers are now in position. A new
staffroom is currently being developed in Building G.
Landscape development east of Senior Centre has begun with a site survey – plans are now drawn up and a
contractor has been booked and will commence in Term 2. Year 8 students will begin their planning work. Our
grounds are under constant maintenance. The young trees planted during the building upgrade have had good
growth over the spring and summer period and the autumn and winter rain will assist with further growth offering more shade as they mature.
Traffic – A Further Reminder
A warning to the school community to read parking restrictions signs outside the school. Families are being
booked for stopping and letting their children out of the car in restricted areas. A caution to students to use the
attended crossing during drop off and pick up. Vannam Drive is a busy thoroughfare during the day and
student safety is of utmost importance. The Administration Car Park is for visitors only and not for student drop off or pick up.

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.

Ashwood High School
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The Craig Family Centre is a community based
organisation that provides community support for people
and their families living in the Ashburton community.
Homework group is funded by The Edge Community
Fund.

How does CFC support students?
The Craig Family Centre (CFC) provides a weekly homework and mentoring program for primary
and high school aged students living in the local community.
CFC is an awesome program to attend if you would like some extra help with your school work. We
provide volunteers who can assist you, mentor you and provide one on one tutoring.

Parent / Community Partnerships

About Us

What is the volunteers role?
As a CFC our volunteer provide a supportive environment
for student learning and mentoring.


To be encouraging and provide a positive role model.



To assist in any way students need assistance.



To focus on study areas you feel comfortable receiving helping with: English, Maths, Science,
Literacy, IT and ESL, Chess or any bright brain activity.

How can CFC help you?


One on one tutoring with a volunteer



Access to computers



Access to Internet



Safe quiet environment



Positive role models

Bright Brains Club
A Fun Afternoon Held Every
WEDNESDAY
During School Term
4.00PM – 5.00PM
$ = Free
Snack Provided

CRAIG FAMILY CENTRE
Phone: 9885 7789
Address: 7 Samarinda Ave Ashburton
Email: homework@craigfc.org.au
Web: www.craigfc.org.au

Ashwood High School
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