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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT
Ashwood High School Open Morning - Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
On Friday 10 May, Ashwood High School held
Moore’s Morning Walks program with over 100
prospective parents and students in attendance. Well
done once again to all the student ambassadors and
staff who assisted with the program.

Ashwood High School - Revealed Campaign Great to Exceptional
The Ashwood Revealed Campaign in its fourth
consecutive year has gone from strength to strength
with well over 700 visitors during the day and night.
Ashwood High School is well established in the
community as a school of first choice. Over 250
visitors attended in the morning, while over 450
attended our Open Night. Our Year 7 speakers at the
event were certainly a highlight. Matthew Ry’dell ,
Amber Balmer, Tanna Sawford and Emma Hew
spoke eloquently and confidently about their
transition from primary school to Ashwood High
School. Alexander Cree and Ina Christensen spoke
eloquently about their experience as successful ACE
students. Congratulations to Meg McLellan, Student
Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader and
Donna Mineo, Executive Assistant, Marketing,
Communications
and
Admissions
for
their
outstanding contributions. The feedback received
suggested that this was our largest and best
coordinated Revealed program. The focus of the
principal’s address was Ashwood High School is a
Boutique – Niche School. The concept was very well
received. I will continue to focus on knowing each
and every student by name.

Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (ACE)
Program – Growing Pride and Achievement
We look forward to welcoming over 100 prospective
ACE students who will attend our School on
Wednesday 12 June for the ACE exam for entry into
Year 7, 2020. ACE places are in high demand and
projected enrolment data being provided by primary
schools (whilst anecdotal) is telling a positive story
for the future of our school.
Find your School – Great to Exceptional
The Education Department has released the ‘Find
My School’ search tool. This web-based tool allows
parents to search for their closest school as well as
find other nearby government schools. With this,
there has been a lot of concern shown by primary
school parents about ‘school zones’ and many
enquiries about the likelihood of enrolment if a family
lives outside the designated Ashwood High School
zone. Department policy maintains that parents have
the right to enrol at a public school of their choosing if
that school has the capacity and accepts their
enrolment (Section 2.2.14 of the Education and
Training Reform Act 2006 [Vic]). At the current time,
Ashwood High School has capacity to accept
enrolments from outside the ‘zone’ for entry into
Year 7, 2020.
“A Day in the Life of Ashwood High School” Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
Hundreds of Grade 5 and 6 primary school students
from Ashburton, Amsleigh Park, Essex Heights and
Mount Waverley primary schools participated in a
highly engaging program at Ashwood High School on
Friday 26 April 2019. Specialist sessions included

UPCOMING EVENTS
27 - 31 May

VCAL Camp

30 May

Winter Concert

3 - 7 June

Semester 1 Year 7 - 11 Exam Week

12 June

General Achievement Test (GAT) /
ACE Testing for Year 7 students in 2020

14 June

Report Writing Day - Pupil free day

18 June

Careers Expo

26 June

Year 7 Spectacular
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Staffing – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
We recently welcomed new staff members to the
school – Renee Badcock our new woodwind
(including oboe) instrumental music teacher and Jessie
Tudor, Learning Support.
Whole School Assembly – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing the Student Culture
Our next Whole School Assembly on Monday 24 June
2019 will be dedicated to a celebration of our shared
commitment to our School’s success. Certificates of
appreciation will be presented to
Student Ambassadors who represented our school with
pride in local primary schools and at Open Day.
National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2019 - Growing Pride and
Achievement
The NAPLAN tests for our Year 7 and Year 9 students
took place in the Middle School Centre in Week 4 from
Tuesday 14 May 2019. Students took their NAPLAN
tests seriously. The school provided an environment for
accountable and disciplined learning. NAPLAN results
will come out later in the year.
Examination Program
- Growing Pride and
Achievement
Ashwood High School is focused on delivering high
academic and social outcomes for students. The
examination program ensures that we have disciplined
and accountable teaching and learning. I am pleased
with the quality of the professionalism and care taken by
staff and students. The examination program reflects
positively on the school when I am taking parent tours.
The examination program occurred in Building B (Years
7-10) between Monday 3 June and Friday 7 June. The
School’s pastoral program has focused on examination
preparation, study techniques and emotional wellbeing.

Ashwood High School

Camps Program - Enhancing the Student Culture
Thank you to staff for their outstanding commitment to
outdoor education and students’ emotional and social
development. Congratulations to our team of House
Coordinators John
Sheehan,
Vicky
Dernikos,
Sachael Miller, and Lucy Rimmer for the leadership
of the camps program. The Year 7 Camp (last week of
Term 1) headed to Gilwell Park in the Dandenong
Ranges to enjoy team building and bonding activities
(Annalisa Buyks, Carmela Diaz, Matt Dexter,
Tom Grbac, Ronald Lee, Lea Marrison, Catherine
Nelsson, Susan Teeuwsen, Eugene Van der
Westhuizen). On 6 May, Year 9 students attended
the Around the Bay Camp, where they spent three days
on the Mornington Peninsula (thanks to Karen Bares,
Meg Brydon, Annalisa Buyks, Matthew Feeney,
Tom Grbac, Lea Marrison and Sachael Miller. The
Year 10s spent a week at Canberra from 13 May
(thanks to Jayla Lin, Chris Tipping, Lucy Rimmer, and
Eugene Van der Westhuizen). The VCAL Camp held
last week at Nayook, was supervised by Eugene Van
der Westhuizen and Jessie Coe.
Co-curricular Programs 2019 - Enhancing the
Student Culture
We have had a busy and productive time at Ashwood
High School. Our Student Leaders represented
Ashwood admirably at an ANZAC Day ceremony on 3
April. Our House Cross Country Competition on the final
Tuesday of Term 1 was a resounding success. Over 60
students represented our School at the recent
Interschool sports where we came second in the District.
Nearly all students in Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and VCAL
attended various camps. Many students also
participated in Red Cross Calling and Maths Gala Day.
In addition, student attendance at Study Hall indicates
that students were well prepared for their end of
semester examinations.
Student Voice and Agency – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing the Student Culture
Congratulations to the following Year 11 students who
will be appointed to student representative positions on
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the Education Sub-committee: Nicole Dreyer and
Declan Johnson.
Unified and Sound Governance – ‘The Jewel of
the East’
I am appreciative of School Council’s support of ‘The
Path Forward’. Ashwood High School is a transformed
school. As a School Council we must remain focused on
the key elements of the School Vision that are attracting
the attention of local community members:





Four pillars of our GREAT school
The Ashwood High School CHOIR
Four key priorities
Educational Philosophy.

We have worked very hard to turn around our school’s
reputation and standing in the local community. I am
committed to Ashwood High School remaining a School
of First Choice – a school of high trust with outstanding
academic and social outcomes for students. Initial
enrolment projections for Year 7, 2020 will become
known after Tuesday 4 June, 2019.

committed to Ashwood High School remaining a School
of First Choice – a school of high trust with outstanding
academic and social outcomes for students. Initial
enrolment projections for Year 7, 2020 will become
known after Tuesday 4 June, 2019.
We have worked very hard to turn around our school’s
reputation and standing in the local community. I am
committed to Ashwood High School remaining a School
of First Choice – a school of high trust with outstanding
academic and social outcomes for students. Initial
enrolment projections for Year 7, 2020 will become
known after Tuesday 4 June, 2019.
most importantly, student safety. With the support of the
local Member of Parliament, three meetings have
occurred inviting persons from the School, Monash City
Council and Vic Roads. There is collective interest with
mutual benefits for all parties concerned. I will continue
to encourage interest in the formal entrance as it is an
outstanding prospect for Ashwood High School and the
surrounding community.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
Friday 31 May 2019

We have worked very hard to turn around our school’s
reputation and standing in the local community. I am

Ashwood High School
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Excellence in Teaching and Learning
By the time you read this, our Year 7 and Year 9
students will have completed the National Assessment
Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing.
These tests provide a snap-shot of student’s progress
every two years, allowing schools and the State to
measure both cohort and individual student’s progress.
It is important to remember that they are only one small
part of how student progress and learning is measured.
More fundamental to your child’s development is their
everyday classroom learning and how we work
together with teachers, students and parents to
evaluate progress and plan for on-going development
and achievement. Encouraging students to develop
agency over their learning by promoting self-evaluation
and reflection, guiding them to set their own learning
goals has been proven time and again to be the most
powerful tool in attaining improved academic
outcomes.
With subject-based exams just around the corner,
now is the perfect time for parents to work with their
children to set SMART goals for study and revision.
Personally, I like to create very visual mind maps with
sticky notes of key terminology and vocabulary that I
can see whilst I’m studying. This made my room look a
little crazy as a student but always helped me to make
the connections necessary to do well on tests and
even on essays. Students have a number of revision
tools and study ideas in the back of their planners to
help them choose the right revision techniques that
work for them.
Towards the end of this term and moving in to Term 3,
Year 10 and 11 students will participate in subject
selection and course counselling for 2020. The
current Year 9 ACE students will also participate in this
process as some of them consider the additional VCE
subject they will undertake as part of their ACE
Program in Year 10. I look forward to working with
students along-side Mr Tipping, Ms McLellan,
Mr Shnier and Ms Huggins throughout this
process. As always we will endeavour to deliver an
academic program that caters to the many various
interests and needs of students, possibly with some
new subjects depending on student interest.
It was with great pleasure that Ms McLellan and I
accompanied twenty of our Senior School students at a
live taping of ABC’s Q and A Program. Engaging
students in the political process and encouraging them
to be active participants in democracy is a significant
part of the curriculum in secondary schools.
Developing an awareness of the issues that face
different citizens based on their age, location,
socio-economic status, heritage and beliefs allows
students an insight in to the lives of others and the
different challenges they face. Developing empathy
affords us the ability to consider the impact of our
decisions on others and how we might best make
choices based on the good of the many, rather than
just ourselves. I know that many of you watched the
episode of Q+A and it certainly enlightened many of

Ashwood High School

our students to some issues they were unaware of. As
a teacher of the Humanities, it was a great pleasure to
speak with students in the following days about their
ideas and thoughts on the directions and decisions
Australia should take in to the future.
Growing Pride and Achievement and Enhancing
Student Culture
House Athletics and Interschool Sports continue to
grow in popularity and participation, with record
numbers of students signing up for events. The
introduction of House Chants this year has added a
new layer of fun and competition between the Houses.
Cowan set a high bar at the Cross Country and at the
Athletics Carnival we discovered that the other Houses
had taken up the Challenge and raised the bar even
higher.
Active student participation in such events, especially
those that occur off the School’s grounds require
significant organisation and adherence to Department
guidelines and policies.
To ensure the safe participation and inclusion of all
students we ask for parents and guardians assistance
in ensuring that you have both consented and paid for
your child to participate – by the set due date. As I am
sure you can understand, accepting verbal permission
for a student to travel by bus or off campus is not
in line with DET guidelines. Permission and timely
payment, or setting up a payment plan, enables the
school to confirm participation numbers and confirm
with venues, bus companies and caterers as to the
needs of the group. Whilst the School always
endeavours to be inclusive and encourage maximum
participation, we cannot do this without your assistance
in providing timely consent and payment. As the school
grows, it is not possible to call all families who have not
met the due dates. We will continue to remind students
and families of upcoming due dates verbally at school
and also in writing via the Compass Newsfeed.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

However, please be advised that late permissions and
payments – without prior contact – will not be
accepted. Buses and other accommodations will be
booked and confirmed based on those students who
have both consented and paid by the due date. If you
have any concerns regarding payments or would like to
setup a payment plan to ensure your child’s
participation in an event, please speak with Robyn in
the General Office.
Below are a number of important upcoming dates this
term that you may like to note in your calendar. Those
with an * indicate that consent and/or payment are
required.


Thursday 6 June Inter-school Intermediate (Year
9 and 10) Sport*



Monday 10 June is the Queen’s Birthday Public
Holiday
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Tuesday 11 June Year 8 Interschool Sport*



Thursday 20 June Year 7 Interschool Sport*



Wednesday 12 June is the General Achievement
Test (GAT) and also ACE Testing Day* for new
Year 7 students in 2020



Wednesday 26 June is the Year 7 Spectacular



Tuesday 20 August to Friday 23 August Year 8
Camp*



Friday 14 June is Report Writing Day and is a
Student free Day



Tuesday 18 June is the Future Focused Fair
(Careers Expo) open to all families but
particularly relevant for students in Year 8 through
to Year 11. This day is also the Interschool EMR
Cross Country*

I would like to thank you all for your continued support
and commitment in working with us to provide each
student with the best educational outcomes possible,
including their participation in the full range of
co-curricular activities the School provides.
Ms Allison Jenner | Acting Assistant Principal

The Cerebral Palsy Education Centre Combined Rotary and Mayor of Monash Charity Golf Day
will once again be held at the picturesque Riversdale Golf Course on Tuesday 22 October 2019,
(corner of Huntingdale and High Street Roads, Mt Waverley).

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

All funds raised are distributed to the Cerebral Palsy Education Centre (CPEC). Described by our families
as a place of hope, CPEC delivers world leading programs to help children living with CP and their
families learn essential life skills many of us take for granted.
Registration on the morning opens at 11:30am with a shot gun start at 12:30pm.
The day includes a light lunch
Pre-dinner drinks and Canapes
Awards dinner with special guest concluding at 8pm
We would love to see many friends from our local community come along and be a part of this fabulous
day by registering at www.trybooking.com/488651

Ashwood High School
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School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ASHWOOD REVEALED

Ashwood High School

Page 6 Parent Newsletter No 3

Term 2 is upon us, with events that have happened already and many others that everyone is excited for. You, the
students of Ashwood High School, keep exceeding our expectations with the level of your determination and the
sense of community you embody.
Last term’s greatest achievement was the World’s Greatest Shave event. This term, the Student Representative
Council are supporting an initiative from Best Chance Child Care in Glen Waverley called ‘Coats for Kids’. This is
an opportunity for you and your family to donate any warm winter clothing in good, clean condition for children who
are not lucky enough to have their own this winter. Any donations can be dropped at the front office.
This year’s Athletics Carnival was the most successful event so far. Preparations for this event began early in the
morning by the teachers and took place at the Bill Stewart Athletics Track. It was very pleasing to see that all of the
students excellently followed the teachers’ instructions to and from the track. Even though the preparations were
hefty, the day run very smoothly with the help of student volunteers. Overall, we had huge amounts of participation
and an atmosphere of friendly competition. It was exceptional to see the Year 12 relay team winning the race
against the teachers, which has not happened for a long time.
The Ashwood Premier League (Futsal) has also started this term, which occurs most days at lunch time. The APL
is a competition that has been running for a lot of years and everybody is welcome to create a team of five
students, preferably in the same year level, and compete against other year levels as well as the teachers over the
course of the term. At the end of the term, points are collected and semi-finals and finals occur. The teachers have
had a great start, winning all of their games till now including a magnificent win against the Year 12s of 7-0.
Term 2 exams commenced from 30 May this year and the Student Executive Team strongly advises everyone to
start revising from now, if you have not already started. The exams are to be taken seriously as they are a measure of the knowledge and skills that students have developed during the first half of the year and it is a very good
practice for your end of the year exams for VCE.
Best wishes for your exams and the rest of STAR Wars from your Student Leadership Executive

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

Student Leadership Executive Team

Sachindu Wickrama
Achchillage

Katriana
Fernando

Maxine
Stathakopoulos

Yiannis
Doulgerakis

Kingsley
Liang

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.

Ashwood High School
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The Semester continues to fly by at a fast pace for our senior students with many Outcomes and other forms of
assessment taking place. Taking this into account it was great to see so many of the senior students involved
in the recent “Ashwood Revealed” Open Night, with students running tours and assisting at various displays including the fantastic food provided by the VCAL students, which also provided an opportunity for the
community to find out more about this program from the students themselves.
Six of our Year 12 students, along with students from Sacred Heart and Glen Eira, were fortunate to be
provided with the opportunity from the Rotary Club of Chadstone/East Malvern to attend a dinner and panel
evening discussing the path from school to career. Four panellists who have recently completed, or are currently completing, their further studies spoke to the students about the pathways that they took – via direct entry, through TAFE and/or work. The students all found the evening extremely helpful as they navigate their way
through this final year. As usual our students represented themselves and Ashwood High School extremely
well, with many positive comments regarding the questions that they posed to the panel. It was also good to
see that the students took the opportunity to speak with the panellists individually following the conclusion of
the evening.
The event “Taking on the challenge – School to Career” held
by the Rotary Club Chadstone/East Malvern on 8 May was a
very useful and effective event. The advice given to us by the
guests was actually helpful. They told their experiences and
how they went through to achieve what they want. I particularly
found a lot of valuable information which I can possibly use
anytime in my life. They helped me to find the best way of how
I can do what I like after VCE. Overall it was a very productive
event where students from different schools came to gain
resourceful information. And as students I think that I can never
find such great tips in my school books.
Varun Punyamurtula - Year 12

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Students undertaking a scored Unit 3/4 subject will all be completing the GAT, General Achievement Test, on
Wednesday 12 June. The General Achievement Test is a test of general knowledge and skills in:




written communication
mathematics, science and technology
humanities, the arts and social sciences.

These areas are very broad.
Each represents a body of general knowledge and skills that students are likely to have built up through their
school years.
The GAT results are used to assist with the statistical moderation of School Assessed Tasks and Coursework
and for derived exam scores, should they be required. As such it is very important that the students approach
this test in the same way that they approach their exams.
To prepare students for this there will be an information session for the students involved during Period 4 on
Tuesday 21 May.
The Year 11 VCE students are also preparing for the Unit 1 exams to take place in Week 7. To enable success
the students need to ensure that they are maintaining a study schedule that is sustainable and allows for both
homework completion and study. Students should be completing on average 2 hours of homework/study per
night at Year 11 and 3 hours at Year 12.
While the workload remains constant for our seniors it is good to see that most are able to maintain balance in
their lives, with many participating in the recent House Athletics. Students are encouraged to maintain a
healthy and balanced lifestyle, particularly as we head into the colder months. If students are unwell, they
should remain home to recover, while ensuring they obtain a medical certificate to cover their absences.
As always if a student is experiencing any difficulties please come and see me in the Senior Study Centre
staffroom or your House Coordinator in B Building.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Monash Engineering Scholarship Celebration | Thursday 9 May 2019
On Thursday 9 May, Monash Engineering welcomed 96 first year
students, their families and representatives from their high
schools to the annual Engineering Scholarship Celebration.
Kevin Lee from Ashwood High School was among the select
group of recipients celebrated on the evening. The Dean of
Engineering, Professor Elizabeth Croft presented a gift to each
scholarship recipient in recognition of their achievements.
Students had the opportunity to hear from Monash alumna,
Alexandra Gummer, and her unique story of balancing two
successful careers as a chemical engineering/biochemist and an
elite athlete. Alex’s advice to first year engineering students is to
work hard and embrace opportunities that push you outside of
our comfort zone.
For more information on Engineering at Monash, please visit https://www.monash.edu/engineering
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT
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Term 2 has been busy and productive in the student engagement, wellbeing and transitions area of the school.
This report provides an overview of the Ashwood Revealed Program, Parent Information Sessions for parents of
Year 7 Students and reminders about proper uniform.
Ashwood Revealed Program
The Ashwood Revealed Program has been in full swing this term. The first part of this program included student
ambassadors attending primary schools in the ‘Ashwood Roadshow’. On their visit, students shared their
experiences of life in high school and answered questions about Ashwood High School. Congratulations and
thank you to the following students who were chosen to be ambassadors for the school on these visits:
Amsleigh Park Primary School: Lucille Needham and Oscar Morton
Ashburton Primary School: Amber Balmer and Angus Cutfield
Camberwell South Primary School: Kaitlyn Adrian and Ginger Perri
Essex Heights Primary School: Alex Cree and Olivia Day
Mt Waverley Primary School: Matt Ry’dell and Emily Wilcock-Stuart
Mt Waverley Heights Primary School: Kezia Leow and Tanna Sawford
Oakleigh Primary School: Quyen Tran and Zoe Tan
Parkhill Primary School: Jethro Dvorak and Luca Elliott
Solway Primary School: Quin Bolton-Rogers and Emma Hew
Wattle Park Primary School: Bailey Moreland and Audrey Deckart
Ashburton Primary School, Glen Iris Primary School and Solway Primary School Parent Information Session:
Angus Cutfield, Audrey Deckart, Amber Balmer, Quin Bolton-Rogers, Torbjorn Christensen,
Ina Christensen
In addition, ‘A Day in the Life of Ashwood High School’ was held in Week 1 of the term. This program brought
primary school students to the school and provided them with educational experiences common to a day in the
life at high school. Thank you to the following primary schools for participating: Ashburton Primary School,
Amsleigh Park Primary School, Mount Waverley Primary School and Essex Heights Primary School.
On the day, a select group of Year 7 and 8 students acted as excellent ambassadors for our school as they
assisted in a variety of roles integral to running the program. Many thanks to the following students who were
involved on the day: Kaitlyn Adrian, Alex Cree, Torbjorn Christensen, Charlotte Savakis, Oscar Morton,
Vicky Saengyojarn, Matt Ry’dell, Nell Lameijn, Emma Hew, Jethro Dvorak, Lily Greaves,
Angus Cutfield, Quyen Tran, Isaac Giek, Haris Shehzad, Abi Oh, Quin Bolton-Rogers,
Madeleine Schaxmann, Natalie Mulholland, Josh Drew, Cooper Senova-Tapp, Pranav Karthik,
Dan Rainsford, Charli Duong, Noah Rostan, Ben Qian, Mikey Perdicakis, Izzy Vulis, Amber Balmer,
Caeden Walker, Luca Elliott

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

In addition, we were thankful to have a wide range of Year 7 to 12 students across all year levels proudly
representing the school at Ashwood Revealed – Open Day and Night. They did so with poise and pride and we
really appreciated their support.
This concludes the Ashwood Revealed Program for now. It has been a great success and I am grateful to
students and staff members who helped make all of these events possible.
Parent Information Series
A Parent Information Session for parents/guardians of Year 7 students was held on the topic of Exam Preparation in Week 3 of term. Many thanks to those parents who were able to attend on the evening to help us work
together as a school community for Year 7 students in their transition to high school. If you were unable to
attend, please be advised that the information from that evening is available on the Compass Newsfeed. Please
stay tuned for further announcements concerning the next Parent Information Session in Terms 3 and 4.
Reminders about proper uniform
Overall, our students embody the CHOIR values by wearing their uniform with pride. There are, however, some
small reminders that need to continue to be taken into consideration. Firstly, please ensure that your child is not
wearing their D-Tech sport jacket with their school uniform. It is to be worn only with the sport uniform in Sport
and P.E classes or on sport days. Furthermore, navy blue tights must be worn with the winter skirts and uniform
shop supplied scarves are the sole scarves to be warn. Lastly, please ensure the jewelery requirements are
adhered to. For full details, please refer to page 14 of the student diary.
Ms Meg McLellan | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Ashwood High School
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Differentiated teaching strategies are employed to ensure “that every student is engaged and learning
successfully. It is recognised throughout the school that some students require adjustments to their learning
programs (eg, accelerated programs, special support) if they are to be optimally engaged and
challenged.” (Australian Center for Educational Research).
At Ashwood High School differentiation is a priority and is embedded as a foci in the 2019 Annual
Implementation Plan (AIP) and the 2019 - 2022 Strategic Plan:


SWB-KIS 1 Build the capacity of staff to differentiate teaching in order to ensure challenge and progress
for every student 1.1. Further enhance and develop a powerful professional Learning Schedule to focus
on differentiation and personalised learning (BPE).



SE-KIS1:1.3. On-going staff PL on Differentiation set as a priority for 2019.



SA-KIS2:1.1. Implement PIVOT with an emphasis on differentiation and Student Voice to better ensure
more students are working at their point of need and developing learner confidence. This will ensure more
students feel safe and want to be in the classroom.

Ashwood High School staff actively feature differentiation strategies in their pedagogical practice, in addition,
through the Professional Learning program at Ashwood High School staff are supported to ensure current
theory and strategies are put into practice to improve teaching and learning outcomes. Professional Learning
opportunities are offered to staff both externally and internally:
Externally, a number of teaching staff are currently attending the “Gifted Twilight Seminars: Differentiation for
Gifted Learners” at Xavier College. This is a series of four twilight sessions in 2019, focused on differentiation
for gifted learners. The co-convenors for the series are Professor John Munro, (ACU), Mr Grant Buckler
(Xavier College and CEM Gifted Think Tank member) and Dr Susan Nikakis (Senior Gifted Education Officer
and Chair of the CEM Gifted Think Tank). As participants, Ashwood High School staff have been evaluating
and responding to content presented, and then working collaboratively to share and inform colleagues of
theoretical understandings and strategies learnt, for continual improvement.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

PEDAGOGY, PARTNERSHIPS & PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Internally, teachers and the education support staff at Ashwood High School were privileged to have a
member of staff, (aka-internal expert) present at the first of two Professional Learning Sessions for Term 2.
Ms Carmela Diaz, EAL (English as an Additional Language) Coordinator at Ashwood High School presented
on “Differentiation, with an EAL lens.”
The images below are highlights of the Professional Learning session, Wednesday, 15 May, 2019

Feedback from staff following the session was extremely positive, acknowledging the depth and
professionalism of Ms Diaz; theoretical underpinnings to support the value of differentiation in teaching and
learning; practical differentiation strategies generated and put into practice by staff completing activities during
the session; the successful highlighting of a shared staff resource online platform that will be continually
added to and updated. All these aspects ensure that staff are supported and challenged in their pedagogical
practice, to continually improve student outcomes at Ashwood High School.
Ms Chevelle Alderton | Enrichment, Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Ashwood High School
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Middle Years Literacy and Numeracy Support Network
Ashwood High School is pleased to announce that we have partnered with the VCAA and other local schools
to create the Middle Years Literacy and Numeracy Support Network. The purpose of this initiative is twofold:
to provide structured support for students most at need, and to help teachers broaden their understanding and
strategies for teaching literacy and numeracy.
Our partnership includes provision of two extra teachers dedicated to Literacy and Numeracy, who are each
based at our school for one day a week.
Our Literacy specialist Lyn Clarkson comes to us with an extensive history of leading teaching teams to work
with students on their literacy. Her particular interest is in building students’ literacy across the curriculum. Lyn
sees all subjects and teachers as agents of literacy and has an extensive knowledge of strategies for teachers
to diagnose areas of need and build capacity. Lyn has already started working with our teachers and we are
looking forward to using her as a resource and mentor. Lyn is also working with identified Year 10 students to
help them build their literacy for life skills.
Jodie Tilley, our Numeracy specialist, also comes with a strong background in educational leadership.
She has vast experience in managing VCE Further Mathematics and VCAL Mathematics programs. She also
has a particular skillset in working to engage and upskill students at risk. Jodie has started team teaching in
classes at Year 8 and 10. She has also begun developing programs and materials for targeted students and is
working with teachers to plan their delivery.
Over time, this partnership promises to be of great benefit to our school community. We are fortunate to have
two such highly-qualified and dedicated teachers working with our staff and students. While we know that
change happens slowly we are quietly confident that this program, alongside all the other work that goes on in
the school, will make a positive difference to our students.
Mr Colin Shnier | Student Outcomes Leader

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

STUDENT OUTCOMES

Education Resource Centre
Ashwood Revealed
Visitors to the ERC at Ashwood Revealed showed a keen interest
in our school’s library and many were impressed with our new
online
resources. Thank you to Hayden Digby (Year 8) who,
once again, did an excellent job running our very popular Harry
Potter Trivia Quizzitch which was thoroughly enjoyed by all participants and spectators.
Current Exhibitions
The Education Resource Centre is looking like Gallery 61 within
The British Museum. On display are replicas of ancient Egyptian
artefacts beautifully crafted by our Year 7 Humanities students.
The level of accuracy and detail is impressive.
The Education Resource Centre is also very fortunate to be
exhibiting some very evocative responses to Edgar Allen Poe’s
‘The Raven’ from our Year 9 English students.
It is worth dropping in to view these collections.
Thank you to all the exhibiting students for sharing such great
work with the rest of the school community.

Open Night Harry Potter Quizzitch

Premiers Reading Challenge
With three more months before the Premiers Reading Challenge closes, there is still time for students to take
up the challenge. Those Year 7-10 students who have not already done so are encourage to logon and
manage their reading on the Premiers Reading Challenge website. Usernames are "A" followed by your
Compass username. Initial passwords are the same as your username.
Mr Matthew Feeney | ERC Coordinator
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Hi all ‘Cowan-ers’
We hope everyone is well and getting ready for mid-year exams.
Thank you and good job to everyone who participated at House Athletics! It was so nice to see everyone in
yellow representing the House. Cowan is proud to take the runner up position. A huge thank you to Mr Grbac
and all the other amazing teachers and students who contributed into making the Athletics Carnival such a great
event.
And lastly, who are we? THE MIGHTY MIGHTY COWAN!
Amy Peters and Courtney Tulia

Sienna and I would first like to thank everyone for their participation so far this year, we are both extremely
pleased we how the House is tracking so far. We would also like to thank the House in the way they played their
part in making the Athletics Carnival an enjoyable day and hopefully another successful event.
With House Council starting up soon, myself and Sienna will be running an application process, so if you’re
interested feel free to come and talk to one of us and we can give you more information on it and when
applications are due.
Once again, we would both like to thank everyone for their ongoing hard work and effort to make sure we are
staying on the right path in order for us to remain successful and better and ultimately, win the House shield at
the end of the year. Most importantly remember WIN FOR FLYNN!!
Declan Johnson and Sienna Spencer

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

We hope you’ve all had a great start to this term.
Recently we had the Athletics Carnival and it was great to see everyone showing House spirit by participating
and showing up in camouflage print, khaki and green. Everyone in Melba did such a good job with encouraging
their friends and pushing themselves to do their best. Many people placed and got us heaps of House points. The
anticipation to find out the results is building but we’ll find out by the next assembly!
On 7 May we had our first round of Star Wars for the year. It was great to see House competition and everyone
putting in effort. The results so far have been great for Melba House!
We hope everyone continues to have a great term and remember participate, participate, participate!!
Fiona Tadesse and Lula Tadesse

It has been a month since the last update and we cannot wait to tell what has been happening in Paterson.
First, congratulation to all Paterson students that participated in the Cross Country Carnival. We are proud of
your efforts and contributions at the event, whether you were walking with friends or competing for a place.
Secondly, we’d like to congratulate students who participated in the Athletics Carnival. You all did a wonderful job
in performing our new and improved chant on that day. It scared the other Houses away and sounded amazing!
We are also glad to see Paterson students dressing in our theme of blue sports uniforms to run around.
Finally, it is now Star Wars and we know Paterson will continue their great work throughout the rest of the weeks.
This term we will also be learning about the House Performance coming up in Term 3. Keep up the great work
and LET’S GO PATERSON!
George Tziafas and Andy Kuok

House Coordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Mrs Vicky Dernikos (Flynn House),
Ms Lucy Rimmer (Melba House), Ms Sachael Miller (Paterson House)
Ashwood High School
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Four international students share their experiences on the differences in the education system in China and
that of Australia. It is interesting reading, discovering how the schools work differently.
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator
In China, most schools usually hold a school assembly every Monday morning which we call the “Flag Raising
Ceremony.” The students have to meet at the school ground at 7.30 am to watch the raising of the flag, sing
the national anthem and listen to the speeches of the school leaders. The assembly is usually about 45
minutes to an hour. During this period, all students have to stand and no one should be sitting without any
excuse. After the assembly, the students go back to their class for the first period. After the last class of the
day, the students have to stay behind for catch up classes which finish at six o’clock. The students then have
an hour to have their dinner before going back to study again in the school until nine o’clock at night.
Ben Chen - Year 12

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Having a boyfriend or a girlfriend in school is a violation of the school rules. In my school back in China, if
someone is caught by a member of the school staff with having a boyfriend or a girlfriend, the student will be
expelled immediately by the school and the couple must break up. As soon as they get caught, the school will
contact their parents. After that, their names are announced publicly by school leaders in the assembly and
criticism of their relationship occurs throughout the school.
Leanna Yan – Year 11
Since coming to Australia, I am amazed by the various smart uniforms worn by different Australian schools.
Each school has its own uniform with its own logos and design and colour. In China, the Education Bureau
chooses the uniform whereby every school has the same uniform. Every student has to wear the same uniform
throughout their time in school. The Chinese Education Bureau chooses the same uniform for all students to
avoid unnecessary expense, competitions and to assist families with financial problems.
Chinese students work very hard to avoid the harsh punishments in school. If you are late to school, or do not
hand in work or even not pass the exams, you need to write a 500 word report. The number of words will be
increased to 5,000 plus a 3000 meters run around the school if you continue to upset the school director with
continuous lateness or not handing in work. Compare this with the Australian schools whereby teachers just
give detentions, I can only say that the punishment in Australian schools are much lighter and more relaxing
than the Chinese schools.
In China, all classes have mainly Chinese students which can be monotonous in terms of having the same
culture. In Australia, most schools have students from different multicultural backgrounds. It’s more challenging
and exciting to be learning from one another and sharing the different cultures from different countries such as
China, India, Vietnam, Iran, Greece, Italy and of course Australia. Learning from students of different
backgrounds is a symbol of peace and understanding.
Depan Lin Year 11
In my school in China, we have eight lessons a day. It is a lot of lessons but we have 10 minutes rest between
each lesson. We also have one and a half hour for lunch. Lunch is provided by the school as in most schools in
China. Lunch is free for all students with no cost to the students and parents. The meals normally consist of
fresh vegetables and meat and is always delicious and healthy. After lunch, the students stay in their own
classroom to do their own things or quietly doing their homework or reading their books. If students are tired,
they can take a nap by resting their head on their desk. Most students take a nap which makes them feel more
relaxed and ready for the afternoon class.
Jennifer Lu –Year 11
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International Students in Action

Ashwood High School
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During week 4 of this term, Year 10 students travelled to Canberra to undertake an educational tour of
the city. In line with the Year 10 Humanities curriculum, students engaged in many tours and activities
related to the governance of our nation and the history of Australian democracy, as well as attending
other interesting places such as the Mt Stromlo Observatory, Questacon and the AIS.
Students also attended the Australian War Memorial, where they were privileged to take part in the Last
Post Ceremony. Lula Tadesse and Sivan Chen represented the school beautifully at this ceremony,
where they were responsible for laying a wreath at the foot of the eternal flame to pay our respects to
those who have fought and fallen in battle.
The Australian Government recognises the value of all young Australians engaging with their political
system and discovering their nation’s heritage. As such, the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate
program was established to assist families with the cost of sending students to Canberra for this
purpose. We are grateful for the contribution of $30 per student that was provided by the Australian
Government, which will be paid directly to the school.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

YEAR 10 CAMP

Congratulations to the Year 10 group on a wonderful week of learning and representation of our school.
Thank you also to the wonderful staff who attended the camp, Mr Chris Tipping, Ms Jayla Lin,
Mr Eugene Van Der Westhuizen and pre-service teacher Alex Elkington.
Ms Lucy Rimmer | Melba House Coordinator
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Page 16 Parent Newsletter No 3

At Ashwood High School, all subjects across Years 7-11 will sit a formal exam towards the end of the
semester. The exams will take place during regular timetabled classes in Week 7, from Monday 3 until
Friday 7 June. Exam dates and details will be entered onto Compass, so that all students (and parents)
are able to see their exam schedule for that week.
ALL students in Years 7-11 are EXPECTED at school for normal school hours all week in line with the
school value of High Expectations.
Why do we do exams at Ashwood High School?
We hold exams for all Year 7-11 students across all subjects in order to fully prepare students for the
demands of VCE exams and SACs, other formalised testing such as NAPLAN, and for any high stress,
high pressure experiences that they may encounter in the future.
It’s important to remember that the exams are just one of a range of assessment tasks that determine a
student’s progress and abilities. However, they are an important experience and should be taken
seriously. External VCE exam administrators frequently comment on how prepared, calm and focused our
VCE students are at their final Year 12 exams. This is a testament to our Year 7-11 exam program, which
ensures that students know what to expect, how to revise and manage their time, and how to behave and
remain focused during their exams.
What sort of exam are they?
The exams operate on a pro-rata system based on the number of periods allocated to each subject in a
week. A 5 period per week subject will complete a 100-minute exam paper, a 4 period per week subject
will complete an 80-minute exam paper, a 3 period per week subject will complete a 60-minute exam
paper and a 2 period per week subject will sit a 50-minute exam paper. The exception to this rule is
Science and Humanities at Years 7-9 which will sit 100 minute exams.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Semester One Exams Week 7
Whilst in some respects, it seems like the school year has only just begun, it is now Week 5 of Term 2 and
Semester 1 Exams are off to a great start.

The format of the exams is largely based on the requirements at VCE level. For example,
performance-based subjects such as Music, Drama and Dance will include both a performance and a
written component for Year 7-11 exams, just like in Year 12. LOTE exams may include an oral component
and LOTE and EAL exams may also include an audio component. Teachers also largely base their
‘materials permitted in exams’ on VCE requirements, for example the use of dictionaries, calculators,
coloured pencils, etc.
What happens during the times when there is not an exam scheduled?
This exam period takes place during regular timetabled classes. This means it is at the teacher’s
discretion when they schedule each exam amongst all of the periods allocated to each subject in that
week. Most exams will take place during the subject’s double period for the week, but this will not always
be the case. Regular classes continue as normal during periods where exams are not scheduled.
All students and parents are advised to check their Compass schedules in the weeks leading up to the
exams to see when their exams have been scheduled for each class.
What if my child is absent for an exam?
If a student is absent during the exam week, it is expected that their absence is supported by a medical
certificate. Classroom teachers will re-schedule exams where possible and liaise with the student’s House
Coordinator if alternative arrangements are needed.
What is the different between study and homework?
Homework: the work a teacher sets every student in their class to meet course requirements and
to prepare them for assessment.

Ashwood High School
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Study =
 Understanding = what I need to know
 Skill = what I need to be able to do
 Recall = what I need to be able to remember
Most nights, students are going to have homework set by their teachers. Although we don’t usually think
of homework as being study, it’s actually a key part of the learning process. Homework has two
purposes: to give students a chance to identify gaps in their knowledge so that they can raise them with
their teacher; and to help embed class learning in their head by making a second pass over the key
concepts they covered that day.
Study is exactly the same as homework, except that students nominate for themselves what work to do,
and they do it at a time that’s removed from the class in which they learned the content. Let’s take a
typical Maths class as an example. In class the teacher shows the students a concept, and then asks
them to do a few exercises in class so that he/she can make sure they’ve understood. He/she set some
more exercises as homework, so later that night students have to remember what they’ve learned in
class, and apply it to those homework exercises. A month later they’ve moved on to another topic in class,
but a student decides one night to just spend 40 minutes going over those exercises again, to make sure
they still remember how to do them, and to keep the learning fresh in their mind. That’s study. And that’s
what needs to happen in preparation for the upcoming exams.
It is recommended that parents/guardians assist and/or encourage their children to develop a study
timetable so that students can manage their homework, study, co-curricula commitments and rest times
appropriately.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Study: what a student works out they need to do themselves to improve their understanding and skills.

Please the links bellows for some tips about preparing study timetables. Year 7-10 students will also
discuss this during STAR group this term. In particular, I highly recommend the resources published by
Elevate Education. Elevate annually runs study and motivational sessions for our VCE students and
parents, but are relevant to students of all ages.
https://austudent.elevateeducation.com/media/books-planner/study-timetable
http://au.reachout.com/how-to-write-a-study-timetable
https://onlinestudyaustralia.com/study-planner-timetable/
If you have any questions or queries regarding the exams, please do not hesitate to contact me at the
school.
Mr Christopher Tipping | Director of Studies
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Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Lightning Writing
In English, all students in Years 7 – 10 have ‘Lightning Writing’ journals that are retained at school by
their teachers. These are used in different ways in class: to record thoughts, respond creatively to the
texts they are studying, or simply work on specific elements of their writing skills.
The following story was written in response to the Year 9 ACE English study of Shakespeare’s A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, which features a love potion used by the King of the Fairies to wreak
revenge on his Queen. The students were given a prompt and just 15 minutes to write something in
their journals. The prompt was: Puck has inadvertently dropped the love potion on his way back to
Oberon and you have found it. What do you do. Here is just one of the amazing responses written.
Love Potion
She sat the bottle down.
Never had temptation been so great, an opportunity so miraculous as the little bottle of the potion
sitting ever so innocently on the table. She didn’t know if it was real, if it was a worth a try. But she
believed it.
And that changes things.
Maybe her father would stop abusing her mother and start loving her. Maybe her crush would fall in
love with her. Or a famous person; definitely a famous person.
Ideas swam through her head of the power she held and the power she could use. For some reason,
however, she didn’t feel like it. No matter how much her body and mind screamed for her to use it, to
give herself even the slightest bit of happiness, her heart refused. She just couldn’t use it on others.
She just couldn’t.
With a heavy heart, she stood up from her bed, took the potion in hand and dragged her feet to the
bathroom. Her feet felt chained as her body physically tried to stop her from making maybe the
biggest mistake of her life. But her heart won, it always did.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

English/Humanities/LOTE

She locked the bathroom, walked straight to the toilet and opened the bottle. The pinkish liquid
bubbled, hearts spilling out of it. She looked at the mirror, hating what she saw. Then, an idea came to
her, filling up her body, mind and heart. She moved towards the mirror and touched it.
“If no one will love me, then I will.” She took the dropper, and put a single drop of the potion in each
eye. She looked at her reflection. She smiled. But her reflection didn’t smile back.
“You love me,” it said.
“I love you,” she said.
“Good. Now make everyone love you.”
Stacy Chishaka - Year 9 ACE

As soon as you are aware of any changes of
address, phone numbers, medical details, living
arrangements or any long term absences, please
notify the school at 9807 1333 to ensure all our
records are accurate.
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Daniel’s story:
My passion started with my Grandpa putting minerals and gems he found when mining, into a tumbler to polish
and smooth them. I inherited my grandpas love for gems when he gave his gem collection to me.
Grace’s story:
My uncle has a collection of rocks that I loved to look at whenever I went over.
Jamieson’s story:
My fascination started when I first learnt about rocks in grade three. When I took a trip to the Simpson Desert
with my family, we found a part of the desert that had Quartz Crystals, my sister and I picked up quite a few
rocks and cleaned them when we got home.
What we have learned about rocks so far:
Three types of rocks
 Igneous
 Metamorphic
 Sedimentary
1.
2.
3.
4.

How to identify rocks
How Fossils form
The rock cycle
Properties of rocks

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Why do we love rocks?
Well, first of all, they rock. From The first time we saw cool gems, we were fascinated. Seriously who doesn’t
love shiny gems? Not only do they fetch thousands of dollars at the markets, and can be found all around the
place, if you know where to look, but they tell us a lot about History and Geography.

Jamieson Alder, Grace Lameijn and Daniel Cobelli - Year 8
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Page 21 Parent Newsletter No 3

The Year 9 and 10 Design Technology students recently completed fantastic copper cuffs learning new
metalwork skills in saw piercing, annealing, forming and polishing. They are now utilising these skills to produce
designs of their own interest independently.
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology Teacher

The design technology class of Year 9 and 10 have been
making good progress in their projects for this semester. The
students have finished making their cuff project which was due
for 1st Term and are now making a major project for the
second term in which anything that they would like to make like
rings, bracelets, necklaces, pendants etc. The Cuff Project that
the students made have many unique and elegant designs.
They made them from copper and cut their own designs into it.
They are currently making their major project for which some
students are making necklaces, others are making different
artefacts and some students are making a full metal armour.
So far, the progress is great and the designs are good.
Hamza Shehzad - Year 10

Year 9/10 Copper Cuff Projects

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Visual Communication Design Report

Year 7
So far the Year 7 class has had an exciting time learning about basic colour theory, how to mix colours, the
differences between watercolour paints and acrylic paintings, draw in proportion and to make figurative work
such as portraits and Blue Dog – the Loup Garou, a concept inspired by the work of the late Cajun artist, George
Rodrigue. In addition to this, some students have been making non-objective work on their iPads.

Year 7 Digitech
The two Year 7 classes have been working hard this term. Students have been having lots of fun while learning
the complexities of Adobe Photoshop. Here is a selection of images showing students working on gif animations
and manipulating photographs and text.
Ms Lizzie Gault | Visual Communication, Design & Technology Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Year 8 Visual Art — Painting Unit: Learning from the masters
The Spanish artist, Francisco Goya, is one of my most favourite artists. When I was living in Spain I saw so
many of his works, especially in El Museo del Prado in Madrid. Quite by accident, Eric chose this portrait by
Goya to copy. It is such a lovely rendition.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Visual Communication Design Report

Year 9/10 Visual Art — Book Illustration Unit: Exploring Gothic Horror
We are very lucky to be able to make our art in such wonderful natural light and to have such a beautiful view of
the amazing wetlands. There are so many lovely birds that come to visit the wetlands. Lately we have had a
plethora of grass parrots, a fabulous family of wood ducks. We also get to enjoy the beautiful calls of the
currawongs that perch on the giant gum tree outside the art room.
Even the ravens like to come and keep an eye on our progress as we work in class, especially when we are
making illustrations for Edgar Allen Poe’s haunting poem, The Raven. Having the opportunity to see these
elegant, rather self-possessed birds at close quarters (sometimes VERY close quarters) allow us as a class to
observe their habits and form.
Here is Salman’s interpretation of Poe’s The Raven, one of the texts he has studied recently in English. He used
a stencil on black paper to write the text, painting it in with a fine brush and pearlescent watercolour. In the next
class, Salman added the delicate, satiny raven feather to make a three-dimensional, tactile juxtaposition against
the flat surface of the paper and the shimmering silver text. A very lovely and thoughtful artwork.
Ms Lizzie Gault | Visual Communication, Design & Technology Teacher
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EMR Swimming Carnival – Tuesday 26 March
Well done to the 8 students of Ashwood High School that made it
through to the Eastern Metropolitan Region Swimming Carnival day in
late Term 1. It was a terrific effort just to reach that stage and I was
incredibly proud of the 8 students – Emma Mahon, Charlotte Norton,
Luke Noy, Luka Perovic, Amy Peters, Greer Van Rooyen,
Elsa Walsh and Sarah Webster.

Ashwood High School Cross Country Carnival –
Tuesday April
Flynn once again reigned supreme in the Cross Country
Carnival. The overall numbers of students participating
was promising and I thank Mr Holloway and Ms Brydon
in particular for “rousing the troops” and lifting the spirits
with the weekly Running Club sessions prior to the
Cross Country day. A further congratulations to the age
group champions for 2019 – Ella Selby, James Cox,
Micky Van Dalen, Josh Matchett, Elsa Walsh,
Jackson Webster, Nyapal Giek, Sam Gosbell,
Mikhella Casanova, Declan Johnson, Rita Liu and
Blake Tulau. The top 4 in each age group have
progressed to the District Cross Country on Tuesday
28 May. This event has been published on Compass.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

INTERSCHOOL SPORT

Ashwood High School Athletics Carnival – Tuesday 30 April
The start of Term 2 was highlighted by the Ashwood High
School Athletics Carnival. Once again we had great participation
with Flynn once again taking out the day comfortably from
Cowan, Paterson and Melba respectively. Congratulations to the
age group champions for 2019 – Mozhda Shekibi,
Aiden Jarvis-Stewart, Lily Patterson, Thibo Pereira-Leclerc,
Jas
Ardern,
Peter
Tsekmes,
Sienna
Spencer,
Luke Richardson, Mikhella Casanova, Xander Morgan,
Janice Chan and Yiannis Doulgerakis. The Year 12 students
even managed to beat the teachers in the staff vs students
4x100m relay. We as teachers will go away and have a long
hard look at ourselves and begin our preparations to reclaim our
title earlier than usual.
Congratulations to all staff and students for upholding our CHOIR values throughout the course of the day. That
is the conclusion of our Whole School Sporting Carnivals for 2019, but there is still an abundance of interschool
sport taking place not only this term, but over the rest of the year.

Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE
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In late February, I travelled with the Australian Fencing Team to Amman, Jordan
and competed in the Asian Zone Championships competing in the Cadet and
Junior age categories for Men’s Foil. While I was disappointed with my result I
was very content with the experienced I gained from that trip. After competing at
the Asian Championships I travelled to Italy and trained in a small town called
Frascati, which is home to many Olympic and World Champions. After my
journey to Italy, I, along with the Australian Team travelled to a small town in
Poland called Toruń for the World Championships, again, competing in the
Cadet and Junior age category. Unlike in Jordan, I was much more satisfied
with my result in Poland, securing a top 64 finish in the Cadet age category.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

SPORT

Luka Khattab - Year 11

What an amazing trip that we had overseas in Europe, This is another trip that my
brother and I went for taekwondo. On the 8th of April we head off with our club
Melbourne Taekwondo centre to Bulgaria, Sofia. Over there we stayed for about
3-4 days, we explored the country and experienced their culture. After that, we
got onto a bus and drove all the way to Greece, where we stayed for about a
week and trained with one of the Greek teams nearly every day. We also had the
opportunity to do a lot of exploring to many places including an old castle. After
this incredible week we went back to Sofia and competed at the Sofia Open.
Everyone got some really good results. Yianni had his first competition in the
senior category (adults) and even though he lost by elimination at his first game
only by couple of points, he really showed us what hard work means. I fought with
an injured knee as I had torn my ACL as well as the meniscus but did pretty good,
only by losing by couple of points on my first round. The trip was magnificent and
both of us are looking forward to more trips like this one.
Elena Doulgerakis - Year 11
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A big day on the Health/PE calendar is always Ashwood Revealed. We had a bevy of activities and knowledge
for prospective students and parents to have a look at on the evening. Thanks to Ms Phillips who held up the fort
whilst Mr Tipping and I were leading tours around the school. Thanks also to our student helpers on the night,
Kalani Pontiac, Jessica Lewis, Izzie Mittmann and Peter Tskemes – your assistance was invaluable and it
doesn’t go unnoticed. Thank you for giving up your own time to help Ashwood High School!
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE

Year 9 and 10 Food Studies – Catalyst Café
Year 9 and 10 students at Ashwood High School have the opportunity to select Food Studies as an elective
as part of our broad and creative academic opportunities. Alongside class work and practical lessons,
students undertake major assessment tasks which have a practical component.
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HEALTH / PE / FOOD NUTRITION

On 28 and 29 March, Year 9 and 10 Food Studies students created and produced menu items for “Catalyst
Café. These food items were to be suitable for a range of people, ranging from Veganism to FODMAP to
Regional Specialties. Thank you to our judges of the food production. Ms Allison Jenner, Ms Lucy Rimmer,
Ms Meg Brydon, Mr Dom Holloway, and Mr Tom Grbac visited the kitchens as guest judges for the
students’ creations. Ashwood High School students worked exceptionally, creatively and independently in a
professional manner.
I look forward to our second major assessment task, where students are studying cultural food items and
producing food for a special event.
Ms Annalisa Buyks | Visual Arts/Food Technology/Health Teacher
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We had a wonderful night at the Winter Concert to be held on Thursday 30 May with the Instrumental
students well rehearsed.
It is with sadness that we farewell Ms Naomi Holman, our Woodwind teacher of the past two and a half years
as she takes on a position working with the Education Program for the Melbourne Youth Orchestra. We wish
her well in this new position and thank her for all the hard work she has put into the woodwind program
during her time with us.
Ms Renee Badcock joins us as the replacement Woodwind teacher who comes with broad
experience in flute, clarinet, saxophone and specializes in oboe. We congratulate her on her appointment
and welcome her into our team of Instrumental staff and wish her well for the remainder of the year as she
settles into her role at the school.
The music students played a key role in the
recent Ashwood Revealed evening with
Rory Bacic, Sarah Lobbe, Stuart Peters,
Rupesh Bankar and Charlotte AndersonWeir leading our visiting students and
parents in an interactive drum and singing
performance as part of the tour visits around
the school. This was followed by a
performance from the Ashwood High School
choir led by Ms Tania Kaev to open the
Principal’s information session in the PAC.
Congratulations to these individuals and the
choir who served as wonderful ambassadors
for Ashwood High School and once again
showed their dedication as members of the
Music Department.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Photos from Ashwood Revealed
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Ashwood Revealed
Like all students at Ashwood High School, ACE students were very excited to have their work on display for
Ashwood Revealed, Wednesday, 1 May. Exceptional work from this Years 7 and 8 ACE students was
showcased, with many of those students on hand at the event to provide verbal commentary in support of their
academic output and the ACE program – a special mention to the ever supportive Ms Teeuwsen for assisting
in preparations and supervising the ACE students throughout the event.
The images below are highlights of students work on display at the event.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Maths Gala Day: Return of the Inquiring and Curious Minds
The Maths Gala day, held at Scotch College on Monday, 13 May, saw four of our Year 8 ACE students join in
the fun and challenges of the event. The students in attendance had a great time as did the two supervising
teachers who tag-teamed around their teaching back at Ashwood High School – on behalf of the student’s,
“thank you” to Ms Teeuwsen and Mr Shnier for their support on the day. Below, please enjoy the photos of the
students and teachers at the event, as well as a reflection of the experience that Mozhda Shekibi (ACE student
– 8Z) has shared.
Ms Chevelle Alderton | Enrichment, Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

On Monday 13 May, four Year 8 ACE Maths students (Mozhda, Jenny, James and Angela) went to Scotch
College for a fun and competitive Maths Gala Day. We participated in lots of maths games and puzzles and
came 4th place in the competition. The program included a wide range of challenges such as problem-solving,
geometric games, visual challenges, probability games, strategic thinking, and chance. We all really enjoyed it
and recommend it to students who are very interested in Maths.
Mozhda Shekibi

Ashwood High School
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It’s that time of the year coming up again…EXAMS!
Exam time can be a stressful time for some- both mentally and physically. Sometimes it can be easy to
forget to look after our bodies when we're focused and absorbed in our studies. Below are some handy
study habits that are good for the body and mind!

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT
CAREERS
SERVICES
NEWS
REPORT

When we’re worried out about studying for exams, sleep is often the first thing to go. It’s fine to just study
all night and catch up on sleep when exams are over, right? Well – no, not really. Getting a good sleep at
night will give you the concentration and brain power you need to take in all the study you do. Being
relaxed and clear headed is more effective than being exhausted and bleary eyed.

Sitting at a desk with an endless supply of textbooks in front of you for hours on end, isn’t the most
effective way to study. Try to break it up by getting up and moving around every hour or so during your
study sessions. You might want to go for a walk around the block if you’re at home or even just try to
move and stretch in your chair if you’re in class. This will not only give your mind a break but also give
your body and eye muscles a short break.

When time is limited, the brain automatically jumps to the foods that are quick and easy. Even though
these foods are easy to prepare and often delicious, they aren’t doing our bodies any favors. Our diet
should be nutritious - a good starting point is to drink lots of water, eat lots of fruit and veggies and go
easy on the super processed foods.

Monitor intake of caffeine and other substances
One coffee is fine, but try to avoid drinking so many you can’t sit still. If you’re using coffee or any other
substances to help you cope, it could mean that you haven’t managed your time as effectively as possible.
In order to avoid any all night study sessions, write an effective study timetable and make sure you factor
in time to relax.

Exams are exhausting for us mentally, but they can also take their toll physically. Take a short break every
so often – hourly if possible, and also allow for a longer chunk of relaxation time every day so that your
body can rest and recuperate. If you're having trouble slowing down, try and focus on your breathing by
taking some big breaths in and out…this will help relax your muscles and slow your mind.
Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.

Ashwood High School
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Year 10 students attended an excursion to the VCE and Careers Expo at Caulfield Race Course on Friday 3
May 2019, followed by a visit to Monash University where they engaged in an information session and
campus challenge. The objective of the day was to assist students generate an idea of the career path they
wish to take which will help with subject selection in a few weeks’ time. The students had a great day
navigating among the exhibitors and through the Monash Caulfield campus, they even managed to sneak in
a game of basketball with some of the university students.
Year 10 are still working towards sourcing their work experience placements. All students can access further
information regarding work experience and possible placements via the Ashwood High School Careers
Website https://www.ashwoodhighschoolcareers.com/?page=work-experience their Work Experience
Information Kit and the Where to Apply for Work Experience resource distributed in the first Take Action class
for 2019.

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

Please ensure Completed Work Experience Arrangement Forms are submitted to me as soon as you secure
your work experience placement. A placement is only guaranteed when you have had the employer sign on
the dotted line.
Completed Work Experience Arrangement Forms are due no later than Friday 28 June 2019.
Ashwood High School Careers Expo
Yes it is close to that time of year again. Save the date Tuesday 18 June 2019 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm. The
purpose of the night is to show case career options such as; undergraduate programs for both local and
International Students, Pathway Programs, Traineeships and Apprenticeship opportunities and services
offered by your institution for students who require extra assistance due to a disability.
We have a number of fantastic exhibitors who have already RSVP’d including; the ATO, Deakin University,
Holmesglen Institute, Camp Counselors USA, RMIT, Victoria Police, WISE employment & Skills 2 Work –
NDIS and many more.
My office has now been moved to G05, all students are encouraged to please come and see me during
recess, lunch and after school if you require assistance. If you cannot find me in G05 I will be in Mr. Forbes’
office, come and see me there.
Ms Jodie Hechengerger | Careers and Pathways Coordinator

Tuesday 18 June 2019
6:00pm—8:00pm
Ashwood High School
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The Craig Family Centre is a community based
organisation that provides community support for people
and their families living in the Ashburton community.
Homework group is funded by The Edge Community
Fund.

How does CFC support students?
The Craig Family Centre (CFC) provides a weekly homework and mentoring program for primary
and high school aged students living in the local community.
CFC is an awesome program to attend if you would like some extra help with your school work. We
provide volunteers who can assist you, mentor you and provide one on one tutoring.

Parent / Community Partnerships

About Us

What is the volunteers role?
As a CFC our volunteer provide a supportive environment
for student learning and mentoring.


To be encouraging and provide a positive role model.



To assist in any way students need assistance.



To focus on study areas you feel comfortable receiving helping with: English, Maths, Science,
Literacy, IT and ESL, Chess or any bright brain activity.

How can CFC help you?


One on one tutoring with a volunteer



Access to computers



Access to Internet



Safe quiet environment



Positive role models

Bright Brains Club
A Fun Afternoon Held Every
WEDNESDAY
During School Term
4.00PM – 5.00PM
$ = Free
Snack Provided

CRAIG FAMILY CENTRE
Phone: 9885 7789
Address: 7 Samarinda Ave Ashburton
Email: homework@craigfc.org.au
Web: www.craigfc.org.au
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