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Newsletter
PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT
Enrolments – From great to Exceptional – ‘The
Jewel of the East’
Summary of enrolment
Our projected Year 7 enrolment for 2020 is 162 with
an additional 20 students seeking places in the
second round. The school has received a record
number of applications with accompanying letters for
enrolment from families outside our school zone. The
graph below clearly symbolises the positive growth at
our school.

Year 7 2020 Projected Enrolment Gender
Breakdown
The projected enrolment in terms of gender
breakdown is once again evenly balanced.

Enrolment Increase from Primary School Source
2015 – 2020 - ‘School of First Choice’
There has been an enormous increase in student
enrolments from the west side of Warrigal road.
Congratulations to Ashwood High School on the
school transformation process.

Primary School enrolment by year comparison
School

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

Amsleigh Park

2

4

3

8

9

14

Ashburton

1

3

11

10

15

21

Essex Heights

1

4

2

5

8

17

Mount Waverley

4

1

3

1

2

7

Mount Waverley North

0

3

0

0

0

4

Parkhill

6

9

27

23

29

20

Pinewood

0

0

0

1

1

4

Solway

1

2

3

5

14

18

Random

18

22

34

42

45

57

Total

33

48

83

95

123

162

UPCOMING EVENTS

2020 Enrolment Projection – Primary School of
Origin - ‘School of First Choice’
The graph illustrates the primary school of origin for
our Year 7 2020 cohort. We have once again
attracted students and families to the school who
previously did not consider this school prior to ‘The
Path Forward’.

15 July

First day of Term 3

25 July

Year 10 Swinburne TAFE Taster Program

29 July

Year 10 Mock Interview Program

1 August

Australian Mathematics Competition

5 August

VTAC Information Session and End of Year
Preparation

9 August

Year 10 Meningococcal Immunisation

15 August

Curriculum Day (Student Free Day)

20 August

Interim Reports Published

20 - 23 August

Year 8 Camp

28 August

Student Led Conferences

12 September

House Performing Arts Festival

16 - 20 September

Year 10 Work Experience
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Actual Enrolment Growth against the Department’s 2015 Projection – ‘School of First Choice’
The overall student enrolment in 2020 will be about 580 students. This is 311 students ahead of the Department’s
projection made in June 2015 of 269 students. Congratulations to Ashwood High School.

Strategic Plan 2019 – 2022 – ‘From Great to
Exceptional’
According to the evidence we are tracking extremely
well in relation to our three Strategic Plan goals:
1. Raising
achievement
through
consistent
implementation of a powerful approach to teaching
and learning
2. Enhancing active engagement in learning, and
motivation to learn, through implementation of
approaches that empower students and develop
voice, leadership and agency
3. Enhancing learning growth by continuing to build
the capacity of all staff in curriculum planning,
pedagogy and assessment.

Ashwood High School

The Path Forward’ at Ashwood High School – ‘From
Great to Exceptional’
Our school brand is very well known and respected in
the school community. Our school profile has been
forged on the essential elements of The Path Forward
at Ashwood High School. Our commitment to ‘The Path
Forward’ has led to our school’s turn around and
success. Polishing the ‘Jewel of the East’ will be
determined by our capacity to pull together around
a. School Motto and School Vision
b. Four Pillars of our GREAT / Exceptional school
c. Four Priorities to realising the Vision
d. School values – CHOIR
e. Educational Philosophy.
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Motto and School Vision - The Path Forward at
Ashwood High School – ‘Great to Exceptional’

learning tasks that are academically rigorous.

‘Ashwood High School is a learning community of first
choice with high academic and social outcomes for all
students where staff, students, parents and partners
come together to realise a school culture of
empowerment and excellence based on mutual respect’.

Ashwood High School is committed to providing
innovative teaching and learning strategies. We are
dedicated to establishing supportive and authentic
relationships to ensure our students enjoy learning
and achieve their full potential.

Four Pillars of our GREAT school:
1. A strong emphasis on Academic Excellence
2. A Sporting Excellence program
3. A significant commitment to the Creative Arts
4. Strong Community Partnerships – a focus on
Civics, Citizenship and Leadership.
Four Key Priorities to Realising the Vision
Four priorities [1] enhancing the student culture; [2]
growing pride and achievement; [3] valuing staff and

building capacity; and [4] increasing positive parental and
community engagement.
Our School’s Values – CHOIR
Educational Philosophy
At Ashwood High School we cultivate critically aware,

We value the whole person, and are committed to
creating positive, adaptable and socially aware
citizens of the world. We encourage our students to
develop responsibility for their own learning, progress
and behaviour. We foster collaboration and
cooperation with shared expectations of success.

Staffing – ‘Valuing Staff and Building Capacity’
Ashwood High School is continuing to retain, develop
and attract quality staff to fulfil our school’s Vision – ‘A
school of first choice, a school with high social and
academic outcomes for students, a positive school
culture of empowerment and excellence based on
mutual respect’ Recent recruits to Ashwood High
School are:


Arthur
Georgakopoulos
Facilities
Maintenance Officer – Start date Monday 17
June 2019



Frank Martinek – Design Tech Metal– Start
date Monday 24 June 2019, who is replacing
Catherine Preston who will be on Maternity
Leave.

Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (ACE)
Program – Approved SEAL – ‘Growing Pride and
Achievement’
Testing for the ACE Program took place on
Wednesday 12 June 2019 – over 80 candidates sat
the test. Successful candidates will be notified once
this rigorous and comprehensive selection process
has been undertaken. There has been strong interest
in the ACE program and this is reflected in the
increased Year 7 projected enrolment for 2020. There
may be a further ACE test as part of phase 2 of the
selection process.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Ashwood Alliance
- Deakin University
Partnership – ‘Increasing Positive Community
Engagement’; ‘Valuing Staff and Building
Capacity’
The Ashwood Alliance is continuing to deliver on its
objectives. It is an alliance of schools working in
collaboration with Deakin University to provide
outstanding experiences for pre-service teachers as
part of their professional practice. In addition, it is
enabling Ashwood High School staff and students to
work in collaboration with staff and students of our
local primary schools. When forging this important
partnership, it was realised that these connections
would become extremely positive as part of realising
our school Vision as a school of first choice in the local
community. There has been an enormous enrolment
increase from all primary schools involved in the
Ashwood Alliance.

reflective, resilient, confident and independent learners
for life. We create a community which provides a
safe, secure, welcoming and orderly learning
environment.
Examinations – Student Assessment and Reporting
We believe deep learning is facilitated by outstanding
– ‘Growing Pride and Achievement’
teaching. This occurs when all learners are actively
Our examination program is highly rigorous, professional
engaged in a variety of differentiated and challenging
Ashwood High School
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and authentic. Ashwood High School has established
solid pre-conditions to deliver high academic and social
outcomes for students. Congratulations to Chris Tipping
on his management of the examination and reporting
process.
The week starting Monday 3 June, 2019 saw all students
in Year 7-11 taking place in Semester 1 examinations for
all subjects during regular scheduled class time (Monday
3 June – Friday 7 June 2019). This was the first time we
ran an official examination timetable in semester 1
examinations.
The General Achievement Test (GAT) for all students
completing a Unit 3-4 VCE class was undertaken on
Wednesday 12 June 2019. This test plays a role in the
calculation of students’ ATAR scores.
A pupil free day held in Week 9 of Term 2, Friday 14
June 2019 was allocated to Report writing. Report proof
reading continued in Weeks 10 and 11 and reports will be
published on Compass on the last day of the school,
Friday 28 June 2019.
Subject Offerings 2020 – CAPs, VCE, VET & VCAL
Programs – ‘Growing Pride and Achievement’
Resource allocations for 2020 will be based on providing
a guaranteed and viable curriculum. We are preparing for
our highly professional and productive information
sessions and subject selection programs which will take
place in Term 3. It is expected that all programs will be
relevant and highly rigorous.
Co-curricular Programs – ‘Enhancing the Student
Culture’
The Year 7 Spectacular was a wonderful way to celebrate
the end of the transition period for our Year 7 students.
As we finish Semester 2, there are some specific
co-curricular programs worthy of mention, these include:
Programs, Performances, Camps and Excursions:

Girls in Physics Breakfast (girls in Year 10-12)
Thursday 30 May


Aspirant Leaders Training Program Monday June 3 4
-6:00pm



Eight International Students involved in Chinese
Debating. The first round of debating is against
Melbourne Grammar and Toorak College. Ashwood
is one of the few Victorian public schools involved


Winter Concert Thursday 30 May

Ashwood High School



District Cross Country Tuesday 28 May



Da Vinci Decathlon (Year 7 students) Monday May
20



VCAL Camp 27-31 May



Psychology excursion to Melbourne University
Thursday 16 May



Outdoor Studies Lorne Camp Thursday 20 and
Friday 21 June



French is ACE day (in conjunction with Parkhill
Primary School)



Year 7 Spectacular Wednesday 26 June.

Weekly Before and After School Clubs and Activities:

Breakfast Club (Friday)


Running Club (Thursday)



Yoga Club (Monday)



Study Hall

Principal’s Awards – Term 3 – ‘Growing Pride and
Achievement’
Three suites of Principal’s Awards will be presented in
Term 3 for the fifth consecutive year: Academic
Excellence, Academic Endeavour and Citizenship /
Leadership Awards. These will be presented to eligible
students in the company of invited parent(s) / guardian
(s). The presentation of Principal’s Awards will occur
on Friday 26 July 2019. This is an ‘invitation only’
event in the School’s calendar.
Staff Workforce Planning 2020 – ‘Valuing Staff &
Building Capacity’
Ashwood High School will continue to retain, attract
and develop quality staff to the school. This period of
unprecedented growth and prosperity provides us with
an opportunity to strengthen the quality of our
workforce in service of improved social and academic
outcomes for students.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Happy, Safe and Rewarding Winter Study Break
It has been an enormously satisfying year to date. I
would like to thank students, staff and parents on your
contribution to a wonderful semester of learning. I wish
all families and staff a safe and restful break. I look
forward to seeing you all safe and sound on Monday
15 July, 2019.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
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A Culture of High Expectations:
Evaluating Impact on Learning, Assessment and
Reporting
Teachers work diligently throughout the year to get to
know each of their students. They build personal
relationships at the same time as collecting and
analysing various elements of data to determine each
child’s point of need. This enables teachers to design
the best possible learning activities for each class,
ensuring each student can develop and achieve at
their own level. In this way, assessment should be
considered as the constant and ongoing process of
gathering, analysing and reflecting on evidence. This
evidence takes many forms; incorporating students’
submitted work, their actions and participation in class
and how they interact and contribute outside of the
classroom. This process assists teachers to make
informed and consistent judgements that allow them to
plan for future learning and also report on current
progress and suggest areas for improvement.
Semester 1 Exams
Exams were held throughout Week 7 and are an
important part of ensuring students across different
classes are progressing towards the next level.
Teachers work collaboratively to design and moderate
exams just as they do common student assessment
tasks. As in all schools, exams are anticipated with a
variety of emotions ranging from excitement to pure
dread, sometimes from parents just as much as
students.
We’ve all been there, studying for an exam, thinking
we’ve got it under control and then just as we’ve nailed
the first few questions we spot it - a question we have
no idea about. It’s written funny, or there is a word we
don’t quite remember and all of a sudden our learning
confidence is blown. The perspiration builds and the
stress levels rise. We look up and everyone around us
is writing furiously. The rest of the exam is going to go
one of two ways, we give up or we re-group.
The strategies we develop to deal with such situations
positively are a matter of grit. Do we lie in the mud or
get back on the horse? Developing grit or
perseverance is an important trait in all aspects of our
lives, but is most critical in times of perceived stress or
failure. Helping students plan for a mental blank, an
unexpected question or heightened stress can be just
as important as effectively revising the subject content.
It is for this reason at Ashwood High all students
undertake end of semester exams. For our Year 7s it is
important to start to familiarise themselves with the
skills necessary for effective study and for them to
begin to understand how they feel and operate under
exam conditions. For our Year 10 and 11 students it is
a very necessary preparation for their ultimate exams
in Year 12. Students and parents are encouraged to
analyse this semester’s exam results and discuss
areas for improvement. Students will develop a new
set of Learning Goals in STAR for next semester and
with careful reflection, these can be designed to
maximise success at the end of the year. Setting high
expectations for ourselves and developing the grit to
get there just requires a little ‘Vision Inspired Action’.

Ashwood High School

Semester 1 Reports
As I write this newsletter article my markbook and a
pile of exam reflection sheets sit by my side. I’ve
completed my class reports and am impressed with the
big and not so big progressions my students have
made in their knowledge and understanding throughout
the semester. I’m always most in awe of those
students who honestly reflect on their assessment
outcomes – both positive and not so positive - and how
this enables them to accurately identify the specific
areas they focus on for improvement. Metacognition is
crucial for self-improvement. Students who set positive
and meaningful Learning Goals for themselves have
the most success in achieving them. Teachers have
spent the last weeks marking exams and collating the
semester’s student learning data. The careful analysis
of this data allows teachers to evaluate students’
learning growth and their individual development over
the course of the semester. It also enables us to
identify areas for future improvement. Each report
includes the results of a number of common
assessment tasks, students’ exam result and an
assessment against the Victorian Curriculum
Achievement Standards, reflecting what students have
demonstrated throughout the semester. Student
reports also include a number of other factors that
impact on student learning such as their attendance
and their Learning Characteristics as displayed in each
subject, with each individual teacher. Regular
attendance coupled with a positive and open to
learning attitude are key elements for success. I
encourage students and parents to consider how these
elements might also be improved to further assist
students to learn new skills and consolidate their
knowledge in each subject area. Student-led
Conferences will take place in week 7 of Term 3. It is
expected that all students attend the conferences with
their parents or carers to plan for success in Semester
2.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

The General Achievement Test (GAT)
All students undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 VCE subject
undertook the GAT on Wednesday 12 June. The GAT
is a test of general knowledge and skills in:


written communication



Mathematics, Science and Technology



Humanities, the Arts and Social Sciences.

The exam represents a body of general knowledge and
skills that students develop through their school years.
Students’ GAT results act as an additional set of data
regarding their general aptitude, skill and ability. GAT
results are a good predictor of how well a student will
do in their various subjects within the VCE. The results
are used to cross-check teachers’ internal
assessments and students exam results, the idea
being that these should form an alignment. If there is a
large discrepancy in results the VCAA may decide to
look at individual pieces of assessment more closely.
The GAT can also be used to help determine a
student’s grade for an exam if for some reason they
were unable to sit the exam, for example if they were
hospitalised due to illness. More information about the
GAT can be found at https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
Pages/vce/exams/gat/aboutgat.aspx
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Community
Engagement
and
Celebrating
Achievement
Not a week goes by that doesn’t include an email or
phone call from a parent or community member
informing
us
of
our
students’
exceptional
achievements. Four of our students have been
awarded full scholarships provided by Bendigo Bank to
attend the Magic Moments Youth Leadership Summit
in Sydney. Taking place over the school holidays, the
students will participate in 5 days and 4 nights of
amazing speakers, life lessons and knowledge shared
to help young people create strategies to determine
and achieve their goals. Congratulations and good luck
to, Matilda Stanton and Lucas Patterson of Year 9,
Kelly Martin of Year 10 and Varun Punyamurtula of
Year 12.
Monash University once again have selected
Ashwood High School to participate in their annual
Chinese
Language
Teachers’
Professional
Development Program. Over the course of two days,
two separate cohorts of teachers from China will be
touring our school to learn more about pedagogy,
assessment and building a positive climate for learning
based on high expectations and mutual respect. The
teachers will observe numerous lessons, at all year

levels, and then have the opportunity to reflect and ask
critical questions to better understand how they might
incorporate some of what they have seen in their own
teaching. I’d like to thank Ms Kim Elliston for all of her
work in leading this program and Ms Jayla Lin for her
invaluable translation throughout each day.
Key dates for Term 3:


Year 10 Immunisations: Friday 9 August



Curriculum Day (Student Free Day): Thursday 15
August



Year 8 Camp: week 6: Tuesday 20 August – Friday
23 August



Interim reports Published: Tuesday 20 August



Student Led Conferences (no regular classes):
Wednesday 28 August (bookings open Wednesday
21 August)



House Performing Arts Festival: Thursday 12
September, 6:30 pm



Year 10 Work Experience: Week 10: Monday 16 –
Friday 20 September

Ms Allison Jenner | Acting Assistant Principal

Education Resource Centre
The Education Resource Centre’s library collections are
continually growing with new titles catalogued each week.
This term the focus has been on replacing all missing
volumes of our more popular series novels.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Reading a series can be a richly rewarding, immersive
experience. Within a series, authors have the space to
weave more intricate plots, create vivid worlds and most
importantly, develop well-rounded characters. Readers
continue reading a series for one main reason: they care
about the characters. They get to know them as friends, and
they become invested in the outcomes of their conflicts and
struggles.
Series novels have proven to be some of our library’s most popular books. Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter
and Anne of Green Gables are among the most frequently borrowed. However, our most popular fiction
series, by far, is Robert Muchamore’s Cherub series. This series revolves around the British Security
Service’s CHERUB division. CHERUB employs orphans, under the age of 17, as intelligence agents. The
plots are fast paced, the setting is a contemporary, gritty real-world and the characters are complex, flawed
and completely relatable. Our library has all thirteen titles from the original series and readers tell me
“They’re addictive” and “It is impossible to stop at one.”
The Library’s newest series is Sarah J Maas’ A Court of Thorns and Roses novels. This spellbindingly
beautiful series was recently purchased following a recommendation from Kelly Martin (Year 10).
‘Recommendations for Purchase’ are welcomed from all students and staff and may be submitted via the link
on the library homepage.
Further details of recent acquisitions and complete series now available for loan can be found on the library
homepage
Remember, the Infiniti catalogue is also searchable by ‘Series’.
Mr Matthew Feeney | ERC Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

WINTER CONCERT

Ashwood High School
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School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

WINTER CONCERT

Ashwood High School
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This term has been very busy in student leadership. While we have been organising the beginning of our
plans for the Year 12 assembly, breakfast and valedictory dinner, we have also been guiding the House
Captains, who have been working diligently to organise and run STAR Wars despite scheduling conflicts,
as well as looking forward towards the launch of House Performing Arts and what that entails. They have
continued to run the Student Led Space and are in the process of generating their own ideas for a set of
guidelines to improve the space and create social cohesion amongst students. As the end of term rolls
around, they are anticipating the upcoming House Performing Arts Festival and exploring options for how
to organise and run this effectively within the House. As School Captains and International Captain, we are
extremely proud of the work the team has been doing and how they have all grown and adapted as leaders
within the school. Moving forward, the student leadership team is going to reflect on our progress this term
and endeavour to provide each other with constructive feedback in order to continue to improve and
develop leadership skills, so that Term 3 will be even better.
Katriana Fernando and Sachindu Wickrama Achchillage — School Captains
Kingsley Liang — International Student Captain

The Student Representative Council have accomplished a substantial amount of planning and discussion
in our fortnightly meetings throughout Term 2. Members of the council have been outstanding with
attendance to events and meetings and they have been successful in their flag and Student Led Space
duties.
We were all delighted to assist with the Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea through preparing fun and simple,
traditional and cultural dishes that were quick and easy to make. Each member of the Student
Representative Council prepared various sweet and savoury dishes: tiropita, ANZAC biscuits, choc-chip
cookies, honey-joys and much more. Students helped set-up the dining room with buntings and balloons.
Teachers who were present on the day were so thankful to the students who were involved, and teachers
who could make this event possible. Thank you especially to Ms Brydon, Ms Buyks, Ms Alderton,
Ms Marrison and Chin for all their exceptionally hard work leading up to the big day. Many
donations were raised by the staff and teachers.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

The Athletics Carnival was a success, the Student Representative Council and Ms Brydon organised a
barbecue where students and teachers were provided with hamburgers, sausages and drinks. The
weather was perfect for a barbecue, not too windy nor too rainy.
Recently over the past couple of weeks the Student Representative Council have been planning a Sports
Colours Day to be held on Tuesday 25 June, the last week of school. Students can dress up in their
favourite sports team or House colours for a $2.00 fee. Money raised will go towards our School’s
Indigenous Garden project. There will be a parade for the best dressed during recess in the amphitheatre.
Throughout the whole duration of the week different variations of sports will be held during lunchtime to
encourage student wellbeing and participation throughout Ashwood High School.
We wish everyone the best of luck in Semester 2 and hope that everyone will continue striving for success
with their academic studies.
Maxine Stathakopoulos and Yiannis Doulgerakis — School Vice Captains

Student Leadership Executive Team

Sachindu Wickrama
Achchillage

Ashwood High School

Katriana
Fernando

Maxine
Stathakopoulos

Yiannis
Doulgerakis

Kingsley
Liang
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The Senior school has been a busy place in the latter part of this term with a number of events taking place:
The VCAL students have attended their annual camp, students undertaking a Unit 3/4 study completed the
GAT, Year 12 VCE students participated in an Elevate Education session on Exams, Year 11 students
attended a Gratitude and Mindfulness session run by our student Services Manager Lea Marrison and Leading
Teacher Meg McLellan, and all students were invited to participate in an information session on sleep run by
our school nurse Fiona Keech, to name a few.
All Year 11 VCE students have recently completed their Unit 1 exams and should use these as a guide for their
reflection in terms of the need for ongoing study and also exam preparation. The Year 12 students and a
number of Year 11s also recently completed the GAT. This is a General Achievement Test that is
administered externally by VCAA and is used as one of the guides to monitor student assessments, and assist
with Derived Exam Scores if required. As has been the case for many years our student’s behaviour in the
exam space was again befitting the high expectations that we always have for our students.
To further assist our Year 12 VCE students in their preparations for the end of year exams all students
participated in an “Ace Your Exams” session run by Elevate Education on Wednesday 26 June. Students are
encouraged to regularly review the information provided and, in addition to the subject specific information
provided by their teachers, to start their planning and preparation for November. As the students were recently
advised the end of year exam timetable has been published by VCAA and is available on their website:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx
The VCAL students have been finalising their Unit 1 projects,
including providing an outstanding array of food for the recent
Careers Expo as part of their Work Related Skills program. The
professionalism with which the students carried out their role on
this evening, as well as the presentation of the food was
mentioned by both visitors and exhibitors alike.
It was also great to have
some of our 2018 Alumni,
Kevin Lee, Mandy Kha
and Alan Martin, present
at the Careers Expo to talk
about their experiences so far at Monash University and the University
of Melbourne respectively. They were busy all night, with the current
students eager to seek their advice and we thank them for giving up
their time during their own busy exam period.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

The upcoming mid-year break is a good opportunity for our senior students to rest and regroup before the
rigours of Term 3. It is also a good opportunity for students to review their work habits of the first semester and
make any necessary adjustments to ensure a smooth and positive outcome for the year. This should include
revision and summary of Unit 3 coursework, and Unit 1 where applicable for our VCE students, and planning
and preparation for major projects for our VCAL students. A number of teachers will be available in week one
of the break to work with the students and all students are encouraged to attend these sessions. Please check
Compass for details. Students will also have tasks to complete over this break.
With many events also taking place early in Term 3 I would urge all students, parents and guardians to please
check Compass regularly to ensure that events are approved and paid for in a timely manner，enabling these
important events to take place.
To celebrate the hard work and determination of our Year 12s in Semester 1 we continued with our long held
tradition of a birthday celebration for the students, with a lunchtime celebration in the Senior Centre on Monday
24 June.

I wish all of our students and staff a safe and restful break.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator
Ashwood High School

Page 10 Parent Newsletter No 4

As we have reached the end of Semester 1, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on the great
accomplishments of our school community in the areas of Wellbeing, Engagement and Transitions.
The SRC organized the “World’s Greatest Shave” in Term 1. Many
thanks to Meg Brydon, Student Leadership Coordinator, for her
excellent work in leading a team of students. The total amount raised
was over $3,500.00. The following students raised money and received
a haircut or shave: Jethro Dvorak, Rupesh Bankar, Hudson Brumley,
Freddie Thorpe, Sarah Webster, Kayli Kuoch, Tile Bodin, and
Meg Brydon. All money raised went to support the Leukaemia
Foundation.

At the Athletics Carnival, over 400 sausages and hamburgers were sold for a total of over $300. This money will
assist Student Council Representatives to continue their program for the remainder of the year.
The camps have all taken place for this year – with the exception of Year 8 camp in Term 3 and the Bogong
Leadership Camp in Term 4. Thank you to the staff who organised and attended these camps to support
students in their out-of-the-classroom learning experiences.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

Year 7 students have successfully completed their first Semester in High School. In celebration of their
achievements, Year 7 Spectacular was held on Wednesday 26 June. During this annual event in the school
calendar, Year 7 students, in celebration with their teachers, showed their parents the great work they have
completed this Semester and received acknowledgement for their efforts.
The school uniform protocols have continued to be enforced, as per our school CHOIR value of ‘High
Expectations’. Many thanks to those students who have upheld the school value by adhering to this policy
without prompting. Just a reminder to all students that the school bag is a compulsory part of the school
uniform. Furthermore, navy tights must be worn with the winter skirt and the D-Tech jacket is to be worn with the
full PE uniform only. All other uniform requirements are available for viewing in on page 14 of the student diary.
The School Colours Program has been rolled out again this year. Congratulations to the many students who
have been receiving certificates this semester for their achievements and involvements. Students are reminded
to be collecting their School Colour certificates of nomination for their folio submission at the end of the year.
They should be keeping the certificates in a safe place and preparing to write their letter of application to
Mr Moore at the end of Term 3.
In closing, I am so pleased of all of the efforts of our students and staff this term. The work completed has been
extensive and all as a result of a collaborative effort and shared sense of community at our great school. As
I embark into next Term, I would like to take the time to thank those who have assisted me in this new role. It
has been a pleasure to act in this position with such a supportive Student Management Team and broader
school community. I look forward to the great work we will achieve together in Semester 2 and beyond.
Ms Meg McLellan | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.

Ashwood High School
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Partnerships and Pedagogy
In support of the Ashwood Alliance with Deakin University I spent
time on Tuesday 14 May 2019, presenting to approximately 40
Deakin University students currently enrolled in the Master of Teaching course. The Masters students were familiar with Ashwood High
School having visited and worked with our teachers to undertake
data collection for the Approaching Feedback Project earlier this
year. The purpose of my visit was to provide them with the data that
had been collected on the day, and to work with them in analysing
and evaluating that information. There are a number students who
have been in contact with me since my visit and are very keen to
collaborate with myself, Ms Jenner and a representative from Deakin
University, J. Arnold, Lecturer in Education (Pedagogy and
Curriculum). At the heart of the collaboration is to ensure that the
information is presented back to Ashwood High School, to allow for
further support of staff pedagogy for improved student learning
outcomes.

Image is from one of my presentations
delivered at Deakin University in the
morning, Tuesday 5 May 2019.

Professional Learning
On Wednesday 12 June, the second Professional Learning Session for Term 2 was attended by Ashwood
High School staff. The afternoon session was hosted by a representative from ‘Results: First Aid Training.’ It
was an engaging presentation, covering Anaphylaxis recognition and first aid principles, including an
assessment of an Epi-pen. Completing this module assures that Ashwood High School staff comply with
associated guidelines, including; Anaphylaxis Management Policy and Plan, and regular training for staff to
recognizing and respond appropriately to an anaphylactic reaction, including competently administering an
EpiPen.
Ms Chevelle Alderton | Enrichment, Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

PEDAGOGY, PARTNERSHIPS & PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Chinese Teachers from China Visiting Ashwood High School

Ashwood High School
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Learning Without Forgetting: What Does the Research Say?
How much of their class learning do students remember? Researchers say that we usually forget 90% of what
we have learnt in class within 30 days. In fact, after nine hours we have forgotten 35% of what we have learnt!
In 1885 Ebbinghaus coined the term ‘Forgetting Curve’ to show how we forget information over time. A typical
forgetting curve is shown below.

Through his experiments he also found a simple, powerful strategy to help people remember more
information. If students review what they have learnt that evening, then again after three days, then again after
a week, the graph changes completely as shown below. The act of continually reviewing means the
information has a much better chance of being stored in long term memory.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

STUDENT OUTCOMES

What does this mean for your children? If they develop the habit of reviewing their learning each night they are
much more likely to remember it. As shown above, just three well-timed review sessions can increase
retention enormously. This will help them be ready to apply and build on their knowledge in subsequent
lessons. Much of the homework teachers set is designed to help students review and reinforce, and is
important for that reason.
Research shows us many ways of being more powerful learners. This is just one, which may be of assistance
to students.
Mr Colin Shnier | Student Outcomes Leader

Ashwood High School
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Amy and I hope all your hard work and study has paid off in the mid year exams of 2019. This term has been
very jam-packed with House Cross Country and House Athletics, both days were a success and it was really
great to see so many people trying their best in all the events, but as something to work on and think about over
the holidays is our participation levels in ALL House events. Term 3 is creeping in slowly so make sure you come
back to school prepared, refreshed and with high expectations because we have House Performing Arts starting
in Term 3 which Amy and I are really looking forward to coordinating alongside Mr Sheehan and Ms Miller.
As yet another term comes to an end, Amy and I hope you all have a safe and well deserved holidays ready for
Term 3!!
Amy Peters and Courtney Tulia
After the long and suspenseful wait we can finally say... Congratulations Flynn on smashing out the Athletics
Carnival!! It was a fantastic day and great to see everyone out there trying their best. As this concludes our
House sporting events for the year it means Flynn has now won all three House events, taking out the trifecta
and defending our title from last year! A special mention to our age group champions from Flynn for putting in a
spectacular effort on the day: Mozhda Shekibi, Thibo Pereira-Leclerc, Jas Ardern, Sienna Spencer,
Luke Richardson and Xander Morgan.
As Term 2 comes to an end, we wanted to say a huge ‘well done’ to everyone after a super hectic term. We hope
everyone survived exam week, and that the Year 7s had a pleasant introduction into how exams work.
With Term 3 ahead of us, it’s time to start preparing for House Performing Arts! This year’s House Performing
Arts is slightly different to other years and will involve younger students taking on more leadership roles, which
will be an exciting and valuable experience for everyone.
Once again, a massive congratulations to all Flynnians for your outstanding effort over the year so far and we
can’t wait to get back into it for House Performing Arts next term. We hope everyone enjoys a well deserved
break! And don’t forget, WIN FOR FLYNN!!

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

Declan Johnson and Sienna Spencer

How quickly has this term passed? We’ve already nearly finished Semester 1. The results for Athletics Carnival
were not quite what we were aiming for but we’re still proud of everyone for bringing House spirit and
participating. A special congratulations to Peter Tsekmes for winning age group champion.
We hope you all enjoyed STAR Wars on Tuesdays. Although we only had a limited number of sessions,
everyone was really enthusiastic and made it really enjoyable. Good job to everyone in their Melba STAR group
who achieved a win! The next House event coming up is the House Performing Arts, which we’re going to smash.
You can all get involved in many ways so everyone in Melba House should be participating. Keep your eyes out
for any upcoming news about it. We hope you all have a great last few weeks of this term.
Fiona Tadesse and Lula Tadesse
Hope you all did well in the exams.
First, congratulation to all Paterson students who participated in STAR Wars. We are proud of your efforts and
contributions at the event, although several Star War weeks were cancelled.
Secondly, all the Year 7-10 students have done their goal reflection. We truly hope everyone has met their
short term goals and maybe made progress towards some long term goals.
Finally, Term 3 will be the House Performing Arts Festival so make sure you get ready and prepared in the
holidays. If you have any questions, please feel free to ask me and Ms Miller.
We hope everyone keeps up the great work and LET’S GO PATERSON!
George Tziafas and Andy Kuok

House Coordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Mrs Vicky Dernikos (Flynn House),
Ms Lucy Rimmer (Melba House), Ms Sachael Miller (Paterson House)
Ashwood High School
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The Homestay Program
At the start of Term 3, we will have 66 International students studying at Ashwood High School. The majority
of our International students are placed in Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12. Our International students are
mainly from China but we also have students from South Korea, Kong Kong, Macau, Iran, Finland Indonesia
and United States of America.
About 70% of our International students at Ashwood High School are here without their parents. The school
looks after their wellbeing and provides them with homestay accommodation.
The provision of quality homestay accommodation for International students is one of the most important
responsibilities undertaken by the school. It is essential that homestay accommodation is of high quality and
the homestay family provides a safe, comfortable and caring environment for the International students.
Homestay is full board accommodation offered by a family, a couple or a single person. The student pays a
set weekly fee to the homestay host to cover food and shelter. This includes:



A single room for the student’s use



Three meals a day, seven days a week



Facilities – a bed, wardrobe, towels and linen



Utilities –gas, electricity, heating and water costs.



Cleaning services of common living area



Use of living areas within the residence



Study facilities –desk, study lamp, bookcase, internet connection.

The homestay experience is an excellent way for International students to improve their English, learn about
the Australian culture and experience the Australian way of life. Homestay families play an important role in
assisting our students in their cultural adjustment and in integrating our students into the community. The
role of supporting the students is of utmost importance in the homestay program as International students
arriving in a new country can find the whole new experience daunting and frightening. Initially, when students
first arrive, they feel lonely, homesick and are often tired due to the new demands place on them in a new
environment. There are also high expectations from their families back home to achieve academic success.
Hence, the homestay families have to be supportive and understanding of the students’ needs and the
pressure place on them to succeed.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Ashwood High School takes great care and diligence in the placement of students in homestay
accommodation. Homestay hosts have to undergo a Working With Children Check. We also ensure that
each International student is carefully matched to a compatible homestay family by interviewing the family,
doing regular site visits and by completing a Homestay Profile of the family.
Ashwood High School is looking for local homestays for new International students. If you are interested,
please contact Kim Elliston, International Student Coordinator on (03) 9807 1333 or
email : elliston.siew.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.

Ashwood High School
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International Students Performing in the school Winter Concert

International Students at the Career Expo Night

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
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During week 6 of this term, VCAL students travelled to the Rubicon Outdoor Centre in Nayook to undertake
educational activities focused on leadership. Students undertook a number of activities which helped them
develop their leaderships skills in four key roles namely designated leader, active follower, peer leader and
self leader. All students undertook activities which took them outside their comfort zone. Thank you also to
the wonderful help from Jessie Coe who attended the camp
Mr Eugene Van der Westhuizen | Maths/Computing teacher

Throughout the week we were in groups for our activities and the
week started off with what we wanted to get out of this camp and
how it can help us in the future. I had an amazing time at the
snow it was really cold it got down to -1 degree on the
last Wednesday. We had an awesome journey through Baw Baw
Mountain.
The day before we left, we had an option on what we
wanted to do. It was out of a walk to go see a waterfall or caving
for 2 hours, I decided to go caving it was unforgettable
experience there was only 6 people that decide to do it. It was nothing like we have seen before everyone
worked together as a team to get to the end of the cave. We had to also communicate with each other to
make sure everyone was safe and keeping up.
The whole was amazing we got to know each other better and learn how to deal with problem solving and a
lot more. I’m looking forward to going back in 2020.
Lashaye Walker — Year 11 VCAL

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

VCAL CAMP
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Please note that Semester Reports are published on Compass on Friday 28 June. Parents/Guardians/Carers
are encouraged to sit down and review the reports with their children. Reports can be printed or viewed online.
Student reports provide students, teachers and parents with a clear and concise picture of a student’s
achievement and progress at a point in time. Teachers make informed and consistent decisions about student
progress against the achievement standards using a variety of assessments and observations to inform their
judgement. They map the student’s learning against the achievement standards, and place the student on the
learning continuum, that best reflect the student’s level of performance and progress.
The Victorian Curriculum is structured as a single developmental learning continuum and is organised by levels
not years of schooling. The curriculum consists of Towards Foundation Levels A to D and Levels Foundation to
10. All curriculum areas have achievement standards, describing what students are able to understand
(knowledge) and do (skill).
All students’ progress along the learning continuum at their own rate and from their own starting point. Students
are taught at the level that suits their needs, rather than being taught to the year level and age group they are
in. Teachers provide learning opportunities to support the learning for all students, including those students with
additional learning needs or a disability.
Subject Selection and Course Counselling 2020
With the half way mark of the 2019 academic year approaching us it is time for our Year 10 and 11 students to
begin considering their subject options for 2020.
There are a number of steps involved in this process and I encourage Parents/Guardians/Carers to start having
discussions around what your young adult is considering for their education moving forward. Thinking about
what career they are interested in, their strengths as a learner and where their passions lie are important
factors that should be taken into account.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Exams and Reports
Congratulations to all students for successfully surviving the first exam period for 2019 and completing their
studies for Semester One! Students should by now have received feedback on their results and reflected upon
their preparation and completion of exams.

Below is a Timeline summary for this process in Terms 2 and 3. Alternatively, please access the school
calendar on Compass.
When

Students

What

Term 2 Week 7

Year 10

Introduction to subject selection

Term 2 Week 9/10
Term 2 Week 9
2:20pm – 4:30pm
Term 2 Week 9
6:00pm-8:00pm
Term 2 Week 9
7:30pm

Year 10

VCE subject information
Future Focused Fair (careers and subject expo)
afternoon
Future Focused Fair (careers and subject expo)
evening
Future Focused Fair (careers and subject expo)
Year 10 into 11 Information session

Term 2 Week 10

Year 10

Initial subject selection forms submitted
(Monday 24 June, recess)

Term 3 Week 1

NA

Subject blocking

Term 3 Week 2/3

Year 10 and 11

Subject selection online

Term 3 Week 4/5

Year 10 and 11

Course counselling

Year 10
All
Year 10

Information on VCE subjects can be found at (not all subjects are offered): https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/
vce/studies/index.aspx
Information on VCAL can be found at: https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vcal/students/index.aspx
Mr Christopher Tipping | Director of Studies

Ashwood High School
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Spotlight on Senior English
In VCE, one of the assessment tasks in both Years 11 and 12 is comprised of a creative response to
the text being studied in class. Students are required to demonstrate their understanding of the ideas
and concerns in the novel, play or film by writing a creative piece. Kelly Martin has done one such
creative response to the Pulitzer Prize winning Andrew McGahan novel, The White Earth. This story,
written and largely set at the time of the Native Land Title Act and Mabo decision, explores the white
settlement of Australia from the unusual perspective of its impact on the psyche of white settlers and
the generations that have followed. Interestingly, in Kelly’s creative piece she has chosen to adopt the
persona of not of one of the human characters of the novel, but of the inanimate entity of Kuran House
itself - the grand, neglected and derelict homestead around which the action revolves.
Kelly Martin - Creative response to The White Earth
The House was an old thing of stone and cold. It did not like visitors, never mind those already residing within it. The old housekeeper made it seem as though she belonged there - “so many years!” but years did not matter.
It had been made by white hands, and white people had always been the ones that had taken residence. But the white people did not own it. Nor did the blacks. Only the land could own it. There was
blood under its wooden floors, bones that lay hidden under the earth. It had been neglected, forgotten,
never reinstated to its former glory, and it was ancient and tired. It watched as the boy looked at it with
eyes of curiosity, seeing the cracks in the pavement, and the House frowned back at the boy. He was
not welcome here - he was of the same blood of the old man who did not belong here. None of them
belonged here.
The woman - the boy’s mother - whispered to the boy, voice trembling, ‘It’s all right.’ It was not alright.
The boy reeked of rot, the mother of desperation. They knew nothing. ‘It… it might look a little run
down. But it’ll be nicer inside. I’m sure.’
It wasn’t nicer inside, and she’d be disappointed. But the House didn’t care. These people did not
know of its former grandeur, of how beautiful it had been, of how it had truly belonged here. These
people did not care for the land on which they stood, nor for the history of the House. They did not
care for the House before the Whites, or for Kuran Station before the blacks.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

The game Dynasty was made by our Humanities teacher
Mr Lee. This game was supposed to teach us about
how people in Ancient China lived. This game consisted of
different classes of people: The Royal Family, Merchants,
Artisans and Peasants. Dynasty also had a scheme of
points relating to your personality in-game. You could ask
the Jade Emperor for anything that happened in Ancient
China and fulfil quests. An event that took place which
was called “Kill the Beast”. In this event, the emperor was
assassinated by a group of people from different classes.
The emperor lost the Mandate of Heaven and his points.
We also had tasks and topics to research on relating to the game. Every single class of people had
different tasks to research. This really helped us understand the Silk Road and the Great Four
Inventions of Ancient China. This earned you extra points in the game. In Dynasty, there were a lot
of agreements and conflicts between students. Outside of lessons, alliances were formed to
assassinate people and make plots against students in different classes. This game not only made
learning easier but also created a strong bond between students in 7C.
Dynasty was a big new step in learning about Ancient China. Every single thing in this game was
fascinating and I enjoyed every moment of it. I think when studying is made fun, everyone learns
better. This game had every single person interested in learning about the topic. It gave us the
opportunity to go beyond our imagination and make anything happen that already took place in
Ancient China. It was like we were living in the ancient times of glory in China.
This was my best learning experience in my whole school life so far. Dynasty was a really changed
way of studying and was also the best. Thank you, Mr Lee, for creating this game for us.
Haris Shehzad – 7C

Ashwood High School
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The students learnt about making Prosthetic limbs with limited resources as often happens in many Third World
countries. The students found the problem challenging and made some very odd but effective Prosthetic Limbs.
A great learning experience!
Ms Bernie Jowett | Maths/Science Teacher

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Year 7 Science students have been involved with Monash University Engineering and were given the
opportunity to participate in a Workshop on Prosthetic Limbs presented by Engineers Without Borders.

Year 7 Science
Practical activities in class to understand the principles of forces and when they are balanced and not balanced.
Ms Kath Robinson | Science Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)
Psychology Dax Cunningham Excursion
As part of their study of mental health and mental illness the Year 11 Psychology Students went to Melbourne
University Brain Centre and the Dax Cunningham Gallery.
Students viewed some amazing artworks by artists with different mental illness. They also went to a talk by
Arthur, who shared his very challenging and often sad life's journey with mental illness. Arthur's story was
extraordinarily sad yet at the same time most inspiring.
Students left the gallery with a greater understanding of mental illness and the impact it has on so many people.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Maths/Science Teacher

As soon as you are aware of any changes of
address, phone numbers, medical details, living
arrangements or any long term absences, please
notify the school at 9807 1333 to ensure all our
records are accurate.

Ashwood High School

Page 21 Parent Newsletter No 4

The Year 7 Visual Arts classes have been having fun with Pop Art! The last art movement we study for the
semester has engaged a whole new audience to its bright “look at me” style. It was fantastic to have a mini class
“exhibition” and see the range of works that could be produced in just one lesson.
Students utilised the graphite transfer technique to reinterpret images from popular culture in the Pop Art style.
Drawing on inspiration from Andy Warhol’s portraits and Roy Lichtenstein’s comic book inspired Ben Day Dot
technique.
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology Teacher

Ashwood High School

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Communication Design Report
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Over the course of the term, the Media class developed their trailer through a process of scripting, storyboarding
and planning, refining their idea whilst demonstrating their understanding of the way information is
communicated visually to an audience. Each student took on a defined role in the production process, the most
important being the role of director. This student had to oversee their own team as well as work with the actors to
bring their film project together.
The Drama class’ challenge was to develop and interpret the characters and situations that were written for
them, offering feedback and working to inhabit their characters. They also had to develop their acting for film,
restraining their performance to suit the film medium. Each student then auditioned for lead roles, undertook
rehearsal and table readings and worked on their film inside and outside of class hours.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Lights Camera Horror!
Throughout Term 2, the Year 9/10 Media Studies and Drama classes have worked together on an
interdisciplinary assessment project called Lights Camera Horror! The aim of the project was to give both classes
the experience of working on a film set, the Media class preparing and shooting a short horror movie teaser
trailer, with the drama students preparing for and acting in it.

The students of both classes found this project challenging, fun and rewarding as they had to adapt their learning
to suit a collaborative environment and develop skills that were outside the normal experience of their class.
The final films will be screened at a joint class celebration at the end of term.
Mr Dom Holloway & Ms Sachael Miller | Media & Drama Teacher

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.
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Mullum Division Cross Country – Tuesday 28 May
Mr Holloway & I had a terrific day at the Mullum Division Cross Country in Week 6. Of the 31 students who
attended, 23 have progressed to the Eastern Metropolitan Region Cross Country on Tuesday 18 June. An
outstanding achievement for our school and huge credit goes to Mr Holloway for his dedication to the Ashwood
Running Club every Thursday morning before school. A big congratulations to the 23 students that have
progressed, in particular to Elsa Walsh, Jas Ardern, Nyapal Giek, Declan Johnson and Mikhella Casanova who
all finished in the top 3 for their age group.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

INTERSCHOOL SPORT

Intermediate Sport – Thursday 6 June
We had teams competing in Netball, Badminton and
Soccer. From all reports a fun day was had at all three
sports and the students gave their best. The Girls Soccer
team narrowly lost in a penalty shootout in the Grand Final,
whilst the Girls Netball team worked hard all day to finish
third. The Badminton teams were also very competitive,
narrowly missing out on the grand finals in both the boys
and girls sections.

Year 8 Sport – Tuesday 11 June
Huge numbers of Year 8s went out to Netball, Badminton
and Soccer for Year 8 Sport. The Badminton and Soccer
teams tried hard all day to no avail, but the real winners
were the Girls Netball team. They backed up their victory as
Year 7s in 2018 and have now progressed to the next round
of Netball competition on Wednesday 7 August (Week 4 of
Term 3). Congratulations to the winning team of
Mahine Tapper, Emily Wilcock-Stuart, Ginger Perri,
Micky Van Dalen, Bianca Ting, Jessica Lewis,
Jessica Sterle, Mat Chan, Tilly Norris and Kayli Kuoch.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE

Ashwood High School
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The Year 7 and 8 students have just embarked on a three week cooking masterclass to end the term. Some of
the delicious recipes that they will be creating include Zucchini Souffle, Spaghetti Bolognese, Beef Tacos and
White Choc/Raspberry Muffins.
On a more serious note, after discussions with Ms Jenner and other leaders of the school, there has been some
small changes to the payment and consent process for major sporting carnivals and interschool sport days.
Payment/consents must now be finalised at least a week before the event. We are no longer accepting
payments and consent for sporting events on the day of the event. There are no exceptions to this!
Whilst we realise it may impact team numbers and participation numbers in the short term, it will be beneficial in
the long term as our student numbers grow. Parents, please keep an eye on your emails as reminders for
unpaid events are sent out regularly. If you believe you may struggle to pay or consent in time, please let me or
the office staff know well in advance so that we can set up a payment plan for you.
I look forward to this new process creating a lot more order and less chaos for both students and staff. I thank
you for your continued support in making Ashwood High School a great sporting school.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

HEALTH / PE / FOOD NUTRITION

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.

Ashwood High School
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Congratulations to all of the students, sound, lighting and backstage crew and staff who performed and
assisted at the Winter Concert. It was a wonderful night and always great to see the students, particularly
those that were on stage for the first time, performing with such pride. Thank you to Patrick Lyons (sound
and lighting), Tom Grbac (Bass guitar), Kim Elliston (photos) Donna Mineo and Cecilia Tan (program)
Karen Bares (front of House) Toni Peters and the PFN (refreshments) for their important roles on the
night. A very special thank you to Rod Marrison for supplying us with microphones.
The Winter Concert showcases the hard work of our Instrumental staff – Tania Kaev (Vocals, Choir),
Navin Gulavita (Strings) Naomi Holman and Renee Badcock (Woodwind) Oliver Cox (Percussion) and
Nelson Woods (Brass). It was also great to hear the numerous ensembles and the progress they
have made since the End of Year Concert in 2018. Well done to everyone on this team.
Please enjoy the photos of our Winter Concert in this edition of the newsletter.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

A reminder that Semester 2 Instrumental forms and payments can be
made at the office over the next few weeks. Parents will also be notified of
any required payment by email or you can contact Ms Mundell if you have
any queries. Thank you for your support.

Ashwood High School
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ACE testing for 2020 cohort
The ACE program at Ashwood High School has just experienced a record number of applicants, with over “75”
Grade 6 students from various surrounding Primary Schools registering for the first round of testing. Nervous
parents and excited children all arrived at Ashwood High School to start the testing at 9.30am sharp. To ease
any tension, students were provided with sustenance throughout: sweet treats, freshly baked sausage rolls,
mini quiches and fresh fruit. Four test were completed were completed by the students, including; Vocabulary,
Comprehension, Maths and AGAT. With the first round of testing complete, we are ‘all’ waiting in anticipation
for the results and look forward to working through the selection process. *A special mention to all the student
attendees on the day who were ‘so’ well behaved, adding to the calm in the room and the event running
efficiently.
The images below are highlights from the morning, Wednesday 12 June 2019.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Current Year 7, 8 and 9 ACE
Students in the Year 7, 8 and 9 programs have been having fun and achieving lots since the last newsletter.
Currently each year level are working diligently on their Integrated Projects for the remainder of Term 2. The
topics for each year level include;
Year 7s: The world we live in is not sustainable for our future.
Year 8s: Indigenous Australia: Indigenous Garden Project.
Year 9s: In what ways has Asia influenced Australian society and culture?
In this edition the Year 8 ACE class have provided the Ashwood High School community with a number of
progress reports (and photo evidence!) from a number of the specialized teams working to drive the Project.
Year 9s have also enjoyed a day of friendly competition, competing at the ‘Year 9 Academic Challenge Day’ at
Kingwood College. Please enjoy the student’s reports and photo highlights from the Challenge Day and
Project.
Ms Chevelle Alderton | Enrichment, Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Ashwood High School

Page 27 Parent Newsletter No 4

The Year 7 ACE Science class have been very involved in Chemistry lately. They have 'made' silver, explored
the properties of Dry Ice and learnt new skills to solve challenges in the separation of mixtures.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Maths/Science Teacher

Student comments :
“It was really cool how the silver crystalized onto the copper wire”. – Mikey Perdicakis
“The Dry Ice was really fun and the gas looked so cool. My favourite was when we put water and dry ice into a
film canister and they exploded with a POP”! – Torbjorn Christensen
“The dry ice experiment was amazing when the Coca Cola bottle exploded all over the place”. – Dan Rainsford
“The dry ice experiment was heaps of fun and I learnt a lot about it”. – Audrey Deckart
“Seeing the silver crystals form on the copper wire was really interesting. Watching dry ice sublimate into air was
really cool”. – Alex Cree
“The dry Ice experiments were fascinating and it was very cool to watch the reactions”. – Izzy Vulis

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Year 9 ACE Kingswood College Academic Challenge Day
On Wednesday 29 May, the Year 9 ACE class along with
Ms Nelsson went on a trip to Kingswood College for the
Kingswood Academic Challenge Day. On the day we
competed in mixed teams with students from Kingswood
College, Scotch College, Tintern Grammar, and Penleigh and
Essendon Grammar School.
The academic challenges covered various subjects and
topics including Maths, Science, general knowledge, English,
Art and Poetry, public speaking and Engineering. Pairs from
each school group worked alongside their peers from other
schools with the hopes of coming first, second or third.
Teamwork, determination and hard work were employed while making new friendships (and old for those
who were there last year), and an all-around positive attitude was applied across the day. Out of all of the
teams on the day, Ashwood High School had students on the winning and second-place teams. With the first
place getters taking home medals for their win.
Students who attended had the opportunity to learn about themselves, about their peers and new people,
and the subjects studied. Everyone had fun competing for first place against students and peers from their
class and other schools. The day ended on a good note with almost everyone getting a certificate of
achievement and going home with a happy attitude.
Stacy Chishaka – 9Z
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Ashwood High School’s Indigenous Garden
The Year 8 ACE class has had a very eventful semester! In our Humanities class, we are in the process of
designing and producing an Indigenous Garden that combines the history of Ashwood High School with the
history of the local indigenous community. The garden has been a very interesting project that intertwines with
the curriculum, and also teaches us valuable management and business skills. Our goal is to get the garden
done by the end of term three, and to maximize our productivity we have divided into different teams. We were
interviewed and had the chance to showcase our abilities in the areas of Marketing, Communications, Design,
Finance, Horticulture, Project Management and Student Voice. We are also trying to integrate the school’s
CHOIR values into the garden to demonstrate our school pride, and more information will be provided soon. We
are really enjoying this project and we cannot wait to see how rewarding the finished project will be.

Finance Group

Communications Group

We are the finance group which is made up

We are the Communications team and our job is to

of Jameison (Leader), Connor, Kirubel and

talk to the people who contribute to the project and

I, Angela. We keep track of the money

to communicate our findings to the student body

spent on the Indigenous Garden project

and project management. So far, in the Indigenous

and comparing item prices for the other

Garden Project, the Communications team has

groups. We are currently working on a

made a lot of progress! We have teamed up with

spreadsheet and organizing the budget to

the Student Voice Ambassadors on many aspects

make sure that each group can work to

of the project and we are currently writing a

their best of ability. We are going to keep

speech to inform the school community about the

track of the budget and report back to the

work completed for the Indigenous Garden Project

project management group.

to present at assembly.

Indigenous Garden site in May

Ashwood High School
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Indigenous Garden site in June
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Transitions & Pathways

STUDENT
CAREERS
SERVICES
NEWS
REPORT

What is influenza (flu)?
Influenza is a highly contagious viral infection that can cause severe illness. The flu virus is found in
almost invisible little droplets from saliva, sneezes, coughs and runny noses. The virus can travel up to
two metres and live on surfaces for up to 48 hours and is spread when people touch an infected surface.
What are the symptoms?
Symptoms of the flu hit very quickly and may last for weeks.
Common symptoms are:

A high temperature and fever,

A dry cough, body aches (especially in the head, lower back and legs)

Feeling extremely weak and tired (not wanting to get out of bed).
A bout of the flu typically follows this pattern:

Days 1–3: Sudden appearance of fever, headache, muscle pain and weakness, dry cough, sore
throat and sometimes a stuffy nose.

Day 4: Fever and muscle aches decrease. Hoarse, dry or sore throat, cough and possible mild chest
discomfort become more noticeable. You may feel tired or flat.

Day 8: Symptoms usually improve. Cough and tiredness may last one to two weeks or more.
What is the treatment ?
The best things you can do to look after yourself:

See a Doctor if you need extra help or are not improving after 4 days.

Rest – you will probably feel weak and tired until your temperature returns to normal. Resting will
allow your body to use its energy to fight the infection.

Stay at home – Avoid contact with others as much as possible while the infection is contagious.

Contagious period for adults is around 3–5 days from when the first symptoms appear, and up to
7 days in children.

Drink plenty of fluids – extra fluids are needed to replace those lost because of the fever (through
sweating). If your urine is dark, you need to drink more. Try to drink a glass of water, every hour
while you are awake.
How can I help stop the spread of flu?
Hands are one of the top spreaders of germs and viruses, including the flu virus.
Helping stop the spread of flu is as simple as following three simple steps
Cough or sneeze into your
elbow – NOT your hands.

Wash your hands regularly

Prevention is better than
cure – GET the flu shot
If you’re sick, stay home.
Ms Fiona Keech | Adolescent Heath Nurse

Ashwood High School
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Ashwood High School Careers Expo was a roaring success, with excellent feedback for students, patents
and exhibitors. Thank you to all students and parents who came in support of the event. Apart from the
wealth of information received from the ALA’s and Exhibitors, students also enjoyed the extra goodies
including basketballs, drink bottles, pens, phone accessories and much more.
I would also like to thank all who assisted with the execution of the expo;


Mrs Robinson and the Year 11 & 12 VCAL classes for the AMAZING food, I am so proud of you
all.



Toni Peters and her troops from the PFN – You did a wonderful job managing the car park, sign in
and feedback.



The student volunteers - Sachi Wickrama Achchillage, Katriana Fernando, Sean Mann, Amy Peters,
Eric Peters and Ginger Perri – your organisation and team work was seamless.



The Allied Learning Area Coordinators – Mr Holloway, Mrs Davis, Mr Grbac and Mrs Bares – your
support was invaluable.



Mrs Huggins who assisted with engaging exhibitors and photography for the night – you have
been supportive of me from the very beginning and it is much appreciated.



Mr Moore, Mr Tipping, Ms McLellan and Ms Jenner for your support before during and after the
expo, it would not have so smooth without you.

Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

I am very much looking forward to deliver another successful event next year, see you all there.

Year 10 are still working towards sourcing their work experience placements. All students can access
further information regarding work experience and possible placements via the Ashwood High School
Careers Website https://www.ashwoodhighschoolcareers.com/?page=work-experience their Work
Experience Information Kit and the Where to Apply for Work Experience resource distributed in the first
Take Action class for 2019.
Please ensure Completed Work Experience Arrangement Forms are submitted to me as soon as you
secure your work experience placement. A placement is only guaranteed when you have had the employer
sign on the dotted line.
Completed Work Experience Arrangement Forms are due no later than Friday 28 June 2019.
My office has now been moved to G05, all students are encouraged to please come and see me during
recess, lunch and after school if you require assistance. If you cannot find me in G05 I will be in Mr. Forbes’
office, come and see me there.
Ms Jodie Hechengerger | Careers and Pathways Coordinator
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Finance
Thank you to all families who have assisted our wonderful school by providing parent payments. These
payments allow the school to provide extra resources and high quality programs, beyong our basic DET
funding.
Parent Payment statements will be emailed at the beginning of Term 3.
Compass Events – Payment and Consent – a reminder that Compass events have a closing date which
enables event organisers time to book buses and arrange the event in a timely manner. Once the event
closes on Compass alternative arrangements will be made for students that have not met the closing date.
Compass Absences
Compass is now open to parents/guardians to oversee absences, late arrivals or early dismissals for
families. If your child is going to be absent you may log in and record an absence or approve an absences or
lateness that has already occurred.

Parent / Community Partnerships

BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT

Resources News


G01, G02, G04 and G05 have been freshly painted.



Reverse cycle air conditioners have been installed in the Computer Rooms in Building C.



Gas appliances (cook tops, ovens and wall heaters) have been checked for CO levels.



Stainless steel rails behind canteen to oval stairs were removed and replaced with re-welded uprights
and strengthened bases.



The railings at the front of the Gymnasium were checked, re-welded and tightened as required.



The numbers on the lockers have been installed and the temporary labels removed.



Repairs to doors and locks in Building G.



New carpet to be installed in G01, G02 and G04 during the next school holidays.

Indigenous Garden – The works have commenced on the Indigenous Garden. Year 8 students continue to
work on designing the planting of the four areas and the four mosaics designs that will represent each house.
The Parents and Friends Network have donated $5,000 toward Indigenous Garden project.
Traffic
There have been recent bookings by the local authorities as families are stopping and letting their children out
of the car in restricted areas.
A caution to students to use the attended crossing during drop off and pick up. The speed hump at the High
Street Road of Vannam Drive is not a school crossing. The administration car park is for visitors only and not
for student drop off or pick up.
Ms Debbie Whitehouse | Business Manager
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