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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT
Projected Enrolments 2020 - Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
Year 7 enrolments are now on 180 for 2020. The
graph below clearly symbolises the positive growth
and future of our school. The school’s overall
enrolment in 2020 will be 587 students, an extra 112
students compared to 2019. Congratulations to
Ashwood High School.

Principal’s Awards – GREAT School (All four
priorities)
The Principal’s Awards Ceremony on Wednesday 14
August, 2019 was a wonderful celebration of our
students witnessed by proud and appreciative
parents.
Unfortunately,
due
to
unforeseen
circumstances I was unable to present these awards.
I look forward to congratulating these students upon
my return to school next week. The support we
received from parents was overwhelming; there was
not a spare seat in the Performing Arts Centre (PAC).
Parents of International students travelled from China
to participate in the program. Thank you to
Allison Jenner and Meg McLellan for organising
and running this impressive event.
Staffing – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
The following staff members have joined Ashwood
High School: Frank Martinek (Technology / Design /
Music),
Arthur
Georgakopoulos
(Facilities
Maintenance Officer), Jemma Birchall (School
Chaplain), Nicholas Scott (Health / PE / Outdoor
Education) and Ned Hayward (English / Business
Management / Humanities). Catherine Nelsson
(English / Humanities) and Michelle Stancliffe
(School Chaplain) are now on Maternity Leave.
Chris Tipping has resigned from the Department
of Education and Training on Friday 26 July, 2019 to
take up a career in the CFA. Chris Tipping’s work and
contributions have been acknowledged.
With these staff movements we are grateful that our
staff are versatile with wide ranging skills and that
they are keen to expand their repertoire. Colin Shnier
will now be the Director of Studies, whilst Kate Davis
was successful in gaining the position Acting Student
Outcomes Leader.
There are a total of 15 new positions being advertised
at the school for commencement in 2020. Ashwood
High School will continue to retain, attract and
develop quality staff to the school. This period of
unprecedented growth and prosperity provides us
with an opportunity to strengthen the quality of our
workforce in service of improved social and academic
outcomes for students.

Curriculum
2020
Growing
Pride
and
Achievement
Curriculum offerings are being established for 2020.
The student voice has been sought in relation to
subject offerings and pathways which will help to
determine curriculum provision in the Senior School
for 2020.
Parent information sessions held in the past few
weeks were well attended. Thank you to all staff
involved in this process.
ACE Program – Growing Pride and Achievement
Letters of acceptance have been sent to families of
‘clearly in’ ACE applicants for the 2020 Year 7 class
this week. The selection process for this class is via a
systematic and intensive evaluation. Selected ACE
students will attend interviews in the coming weeks.
As in 2019, entrance to the program has been highly
competitive and a waiting list for this class will be
extensive. Congratulations to those students and
families who have been selected for this outstanding
and highly sought after program. The last ACE test for
UPCOMING EVENTS
20 August

Interim Reports Published

20 - 23 August

Year 8 Camp

28 August

Student Led Conferences

12 September

House Performing Arts Festival

16 - 20 September

Year 10 Work Experience

21 October

Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

(Continued on page 2)

Newsletter Section Titles and Colours
Principal Class Address (Leaders of a Learning Community)
School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)
Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)
Transitions and Pathways
Parent / Community Partnerships

General Notices

Inside this issue
Assistant Principals’ Report

House Corner

Science & Maths

Instrumental Music

Engagement, Wellbeing &
Transition

International Student
Program

Arts

Careers News

Pedagogy, Partnerships &
Professional Learning

Debating

Interschool Sport

Updating School Records

Students Outcomes Report

Curriculum

Health/PE

General Notices

School Captains’ Report

English/Humanities/LOTE

ACE Program

Principal’s Comment
(Continued from page 1)

the year will occur on Monday 14 October 2019. If any
existing families believe that their child would benefit
from the ACE Program, please contact Ally Jenner,
Acting Assistant Principal, to discuss possible testing.
Student Attitudes to School Survey Data Enhancing the Student Culture
The data released on the School Information Portal is
extremely positive. Please refer to the ‘snap-shot’ on the
following page. Whilst there has been some variation in
students’ responses across the FISO dimensions as
covered by the question prompts, the school has
essentially maintained its high expectations and results.
Student Forums will occur to enable students to reflect
on the data for continuous improvement. Students
believe that their school upholds high expectations for
success within a culture that celebrates diversity and
inclusivity. It is extremely encouraging that we are able
to essentially maintain the high standards and results in
the context of our dramatic student enrolment increase.

these surveys are now completed online. Thank you to
those families who have already responded to this
survey.
Co-curricular Programs - Enhancing the Student
Culture
Term 3 has started with a vast array of activities and
recent events include:













Rehearsals for the House Performing Arts Festival
Weekly Breakfast Club
Student Voice in teacher recruitment – students
involved in recruitment panels
Our International students participated in a Chinese
debate against Melbourne Grammar School and
Toorak College. The students lost to Melbourne, but
won against Toorak College
Excursions, including the Australian Synchrotron
Weekly Chess Club
School Magazine Committee
Year 10 mock interviews in our partnership with
Rotary
Respectful Relationships Student Forum
Australian Maths Competition
Twenty two Year 7, 8 and 9 students progressed to
the State final in the prestigious Alliance Française
French Poetry Competition.

Congratulations to all those involved. It makes you
proud to be part of the Ashwood High School
community.

Parent Opinion Survey - Increasing Positive
Parental Engagement
Parent Opinion Surveys were distributed to a random
sample of parents on Wednesday 31 August 2019. We
look forward to a high response rate from parents, as
Ashwood High School

Alpine School - Enhancing the Student Culture
In 2020, four students will attend the Alpine GnuradGundidj campus (2 boys and 2 girls). This will be the
fourth consecutive year Ashwood High School has
participated in this leadership camp since I introduced
the camp in 2017.
Student Leadership Structure and Processes for
2020 - Enhancing the Student Culture
Meg McLellan will outline the application process for
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2020 student leadership positions to students via
COMPASS. Students of Ashwood High School place a
high value on these leadership positions. I suspect that
these positions will be highly sought after and contested.
I look forward to receiving applications for 2020 School
Captaincy positions at the end of this month.
Unified and Sound Governance School Review and
Strategic Plan* – Good to GREAT
The current Strategic Plan is an ongoing extension of
The Path Forward at Ashwood High School. The three
major goals for our next Strategic Plan will be:
1. To raise achievement of all students through
consistent implementation of a powerful approach to
teaching and learning.
2. Enhance active engagement in learning and
motivation to learn, through implementation of
approaches that empower students and develop
voice, leadership and agency.
3. To enhance student learning growth by continuing to
build the capacity of all staff (teaching and nonteaching) to consistently apply evidence-based
strategies related to curriculum planning, pedagogy
and assessment.
It has been an outstanding start to Semester 2. We are
certainly on track to achieve the goals and targets of the
Annual Implementation Plan for 2019 and the Strategic
Plan 2019 – 2022. I am confident that our Strategic Plan
is delivering on our commitment as a school
Community.

Curriculum Day – Valuing Staff and Building
Capacity
Our Curriculum Day on Thursday 15 August enabled
staff collaboration centred on curriculum design to
effectively address all three strategic goals as outlined
above. Consistency of high quality curriculum
development, documentation, delivery and evaluation
has been a central focus of the school since the
introduction of the academic curriculum in 2017.
Improvements in teaching and learning have occurred
through staff members’ commitment to the School’s
Vision – a school with high social and academic
outcomes for students; a school of first choice. A new
common Curriculum Template has been developed to
ensure that we continue to build practice excellence in
all classrooms across our school.
Congratulations to Colin Shnier, Director of Studies and
Chevelle
Alderton, Enrichment, Partnerships,
Pedagogy & Professional Learning Leader for the
organisation of a day of learning and discovery.
The work undertaken on this day will allow us to deliver
a guaranteed and viable curriculum, a personalised
learning and differentiated curriculum at the point of
individual student need based on evidence and student
learning data. Thank you to all parents in our great
school for your support of our staff as we embed
curriculum, pedagogical and assessment initiatives that
have been evolving over the past few years. The future
is optimistic at Ashwood High School.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
Thursday 15 August 2019

Photos from the Principal’s Awards

Ashwood High School

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment
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Building Practice Excellence and Curriculum
Planning and Assessment — Curriculum Day
Thursday 15 August
Ashwood High School has a strong vision for learning
that encourages academic excellence and the
dedication of each student to achieve their best.
Teachers actively participate in the ongoing evaluation
of our learning programs – not just the prescribed
Victorian Curriculum, but how we go about teaching
our classes to best meet the needs of our students and
ensure that they develop the skills to succeed in future
years. Curriculum Day is an important part of this
process. It enables teachers who usually would not
have the opportunity to collaborate during school time
to share their extensive knowledge base and
experience with their colleagues. The focus of this
year’s Curriculum Day is to evaluate where we are at
with the next stage of work as part of the School’s
Strategic Plan. Teachers are further refining both the
content and pedagogy of curriculum and working on
developing the electives from Years 7 to 10.
The Ashwood High School Teaching and Learning
model is based on best practice and in alignment with
the School’s vision and values. PIVOT stands for
Planning, Intention, Voice, Optimise and Transform
and is an acronym that you will be sure to hear more
and see more of in the future. Based on the School’s
work with the University of Melbourne and informed by
the research of Professor John Hattie, we are
convinced that PIVOT will enable both teachers and
students alike to thrive, engage and actively participate
in improving their learning outcomes. Encouraging and
facilitating student voice in our classrooms allows
teachers to gain feedback whilst also ensuring
students take ownership of their own progress and set
meaningful goals for their learning.
Many thanks to Chevelle Alderton, Professional
Learning Leader and Colin Shnier, Director of Studies
for their preparation and leadership on the day.
Year 9 and 10, 2020 Subject and Elective
Information Evening; Year 12 Parent Information
Evening
Term 3 certainly has been busy already and it was a
pleasure to meet with the many parents and students
who attended the Year 9 and 10 Subject Information
Evening. I’d like to thank Colin Shnier, Director of
Studies for his work in coordinating the subject
information programs.
Julie Huggins, VCE and VCAL Coordinator,
Jodie Hechenberger, Careers and Pathways
Advisor and Colin Shnier also ran the very important
Year 12 Information Evening assisting parents and

students in understanding the Tertiary application
process. We thank them for their outstanding
commitment to ensuring students are both informed
and inspired by the possibilities available to them in the
future. It was excellent to see a number of past
students at the event sharing their own journeys and
experiences since leaving Ashwood High School.
Policy Review and Development
Regular review and revision of School policies ensures
that we as a School are in alignment with the Victorian
Registration and Qualification Authority (VRQA)
Department of Education’s Framework for Improving
Student Outcomes (FISO) and also with the
expectations of our community. Throughout the year,
the Education Subcommittee has continued to review
School policies and update them. The subcommittee
seeks
feedback
from
parent
and
student
representatives on the subcommittee and ensures that
updated policies reflect the vision and values of the
School. This year we have set ourselves the target of
updating four policies a term – no small feat! As each
policy is ratified by School Council they will be
published on the Compass portal and relevant policies
also published on the School’s website. Thankyou to
the parents’ and students’ representatives on the
Education Subcommittee for your invaluable feedback
and input on these developments.
Student Led Conferences — Wednesday 28 August
Ashwood High School Student-Led Conferences are
an integral part of our assessment and reporting
schedule. This is an opportunity for students, parents
and teachers to discuss student’s work and current
progress, as well as set goals for continued learning
throughout the rest of 2019. This semester, StudentLed Conferences will take place on Wednesday 28
August. They will be hosted in Building B between
11:00am and 7:00pm. Students are expected to attend
their conferences in full School uniform accompanied
by a parent/legal guardian. Students are not expected
to be in attendance at school outside of their StudentLed Conference times; in this sense the day is not a
Student Free Day.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Upcoming dates:


Year 8 Camp: Tue 20 – Friday 23 August



Student Led Conferences: Wednesday 28 August



House Performing Arts Festival: Thursday 12
September



Year 12 Valedictory Dinner: Monday 21 October

Ms Allison Jenner | Acting Assistant Principal

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.
Ashwood High School

Page 4 Parent Newsletter No 5

This term is shaping up to be as busy as Term 2, but after the term break workshop and the
outstanding leadership shown by students, this term is going to take what we could have learned from last
term and improve upon it.
The money collected at the Sports Colours Day, arranged by the Student Representative Council, is
providing a bigger budget for the Indigenous Garden Program. All across the year levels, students have
been working together in their Houses to organise and run the House Performing Arts Festival effectively.
Rehearsals are already underway and passionate and creative students have done planning in order to
present Ashwood’s amazing and awe-inspiring passion for the creative arts.
We are nearing the end for the VCAL and VCE Year 12 students. The students are already planning for
the end of year assembly and they are all excited for the Valedictory Dinner. The Year 12 students are
determined to achieve the best that they can in their exams or in their careers.
The Student Led Space has been reopened with improvements from last semester, with the addition of
lock and keys for the sports equipment cupboards, and new guidelines have been proposed on how
students should conduct themselves in the space. New appliances have also been installed in the B
building to increase student learning and engagement even more, which has always been a major priority
of the school.
Katriana Fernando and Sachindu Wickrama Achchillage — School Captains
Kingsley Liang — International Student Captain

Welcome back everyone to an exciting Term 3 commencement. The Student Representative Council has
achieved a substantial amount of work in Semester 1. Let’s reflect on the Student Representative Council’s
accomplishments: the World’s Greatest Shave, Athletics Day Barbecue, Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea,
Coats for Kids and our most recent event Sports Colours Day with Capture the Flag as the afternoon
activity which had a successful turnout!
The members of the Student Representative Council have continually been exceptional with their flag
duties and equipment duties. The Student Led Space has recently reopened for business. The Student
Representative Council members along with the House Captains and Vice Captains have the responsibility
of wearing a fluorescent vest attached with keys to the open locks on the lockers where the equipment is
kept. There is more respect towards the Student Led Space with these new expectations implemented to
show the level of responsibility the Student Leadership Team must acquire.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

This term the Student Representative Council will have plenty of discussions and planning to undertake.
One of the main duties as a collective Student Representative Council is that we must address a Student
Forum. The members of the council have short-listed potential questions to ask about Ashwood High
School now and Ashwood High School in the future. These questions will contribute towards the further
school development based on student voice.
Year 12 Students, during this term will be focused on their upcoming exams. We hope everyone will study
hard and achieve their future goals.
Maxine Stathakopoulos and Yiannis Doulgerakis — School Vice Captains

Student Leadership Executive Team

Sachindu Wickrama
Achchillage

Ashwood High School

Katriana
Fernando

Maxine
Stathakopoulos

Yiannis
Doulgerakis

Kingsley
Liang
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The Year 11 and 12 students started the term with a talk from Andrew Jobling on Tuesday 16 July. This was the
third time the Year 12s have met Andrew and the first opportunity for the Year 11s to hear him speak. Andrew
has had a very interesting career path to his current role as an author and speaker, and was able to provide
some real life experiences to assist the senior students as they plan their paths forward. The level of
engagement demonstrated by both groups of students has hopefully allowed the students to develop some
further clarity around their choices in the years to come.
From the start the term has been moving very quickly. With many assessments already having taken place, and
Student Led Conferences in the coming weeks, I would urge all students, parents and guardians to ensure that
they are regularly checking Compass for information and due dates.
In line with this it is imperative that students maintain a high level of attendance so as not to miss the important
learning that comes from classroom discussions and interactions. Should students be unable to attend school
due to illness please ensure that a medical certificate is provided upon their return. This should be given to the
appropriate House Coordinator.
For Year 12 students discussions have begun regarding their post-secondary options. All students were
introduced to the VTAC website and have started the registration and application process for further education
through TAFEs, Universities and private providers. I will also be meeting 1 - 1 with all of the Year 12 students
this term to assist them with this process.
As the Year 12 students finalise their studies this semester and in preparation for final assessments in Term 4,
there will be extra sessions offered by a number of teachers, along with the practice examinations for VCE students in the upcoming term break. I would encourage all students to take advantage of this extra tuition and I
would like to thank the teachers for providing these opportunities for our students in their own time. As always
please check Compass regularly for updates on these programs.
The Year 12 students have begun preparations for their end of year celebrations and Valedictory. A meeting for
Parents, Guardians and Students was held on Wednesday 7 August regarding these events and also the VTAC
process. This meeting also hosted a past student panel, with Anika Lindenmayer, John Forsyth and Amy
Montgomery from the class of 2014 and Robert Ryan from the class of 2015, sharing their pathways
since completing their Year 12 VCE and VCAL studies. Feedback from those present was overwhelmingly
positive with many reporting a reduced level of stress upon hearing the stories of these students, which were all
varied, but with the overall message being to start something and make adjustments if required. Whether that is
changing courses, going back to study or changing occupations.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Some of the feedback received in response to the question “Did you find it helpful to hear from past students?”
“That was REALLY inspiring and did add an opening into thoughts.”
“Release some pressure”
“Definitely. Their output was of immense help.”
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS
AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear
main carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street
Carpark (the netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive
towards the High Street Road end.

Ashwood High School
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In the final week of Term 2, staff, parents/guardians and students celebrated at Year 7 Spectacular to mark the
successful completion of Semester 1 for our Year 7 students. All students in attendance are to be congratulated
for their contribution to the evening. In addition to celebrating their learning over the term, families were also
provided dinner that had been prepared by the students, and were impressed with a performance from both the
drama and music classes. It is hard to be believe that our Year 7 students have only been with us for 6 months!
Moving forward, students are encouraged to continue demonstrating Ashwood High School’s Community; High
Expectations; Optimism; Innovation; Respect values in their daily interactions.
Please be advised that another Parent Seminar Series for parents/guardians of Year 7 students will take place
at the end of Term 3 – please refer to Compass for more information on the event in the coming weeks. The
session will be run by a representative from Monash Family Services on the topic of “Who’s in Charge?” This
session is designed for parents of adolescents and teenagers to assist them in navigating their child through
these potentially difficult years. All Year 7 parents are strongly encouraged to attend.
Students and staff are working diligently in preparation for the House Performing Arts Festival occurring on
Thursday 12 September. Students from all houses are rehearsing during STAR sessions this term and also in
allocated after school sessions. Congratulations to Ms Sachael Miller – School Performing Arts Festival
Coordinator – for her detailed planning, passion and commitment to the Performing Arts at Ashwood High
School.
Ashwood High School instills pride in our students; one way this is conveyed is through pride in wearing proper
uniform. As the cooler months continue, kindly refer to the Uniform Policy to ensure your child is wearing proper
uniform. This includes navy tights with the winter skirts, French navy scarf and wearing the blazer to and from
school. We thank you in anticipation of your support to ensure all students are following these clear guidelines
of expectation.
Overall, we have had a strong start to Term 3 and are looking forward to continue supporting our students in all
aspects of their education. We highly value support from home to ensure that all students are making their best
effort in their learning, including applying teacher feedback and working towards developing well rounded
individuals. To assist us, we encourage families to regularly set aside time to discuss with your children what
they are learning and how they can progress towards their academic goals.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

Ms Meg McLellan | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader
Education Resource Centre
The Road is a profoundly moving novel destined to become McCarthy’s masterpiece.
A nameless man and his son walk alone through the smoking ruins of a post-apocalyptic America. Nothing
moves in the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when the
snow falls it is grey. The sky is dark. It is a ghastly vision of a starved world, all plant and animal life is
dead or dying. The man and the boy
journey toward the sea and an uncertain
salvation. They have nothing; just a pistol
to defend themselves against the lawless
bands that stalk the road, the clothes they
are wearing, a cart of scavenged food—
and each other. This is the story of their
journey. It boldly imagines a future in
which no hope remains, but in which the
father and his son, “each the other’s world
entire,” are sustained by love.
Awesome in the totality of its vision, The
Road is an unflinching meditation on the
worst and the best that we are capable of:
ultimate
destructiveness,
desperate
tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps
two people alive in the face of total
devastation.

Recommendations from a Well-Read Right Whale
30 Books to Read Before You Leave Ashwood High School
#27 The Road by Cormac McCarthy

The Road is now available for loan from the ERC. See the Library website for other recommendations from
The Well-Read Right Whale.
Mr Matthew Feeney | ERC Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Curriculum Day, Thursday 15 August 2019
As an integral component of the Ashwood High School Strategic Plan, 2019 – 2022, the implementation of a
Teaching and Learning Model is a Key Improvement Strategy (KIS) that defines the focus of my role as the
Pedagogy and Professional Learning leader at the School.





KIS 1a. focuses on building practice excellence to raise achievement of all students through consistent
implementation of a powerful approach to teaching and learning. Building the instructional practice of
every teacher by adopting a whole-school approach to teaching and learning provides a consistent and
powerful model for teaching and learning that reflects high expectations of all learners.
KIS 2c. focuses on Curriculum Planning and Assessment to enhance learning growth by continuing to
build the capacity of all staff (teaching and non-teaching) to consistently apply evidence-based strategies
related to curriculum planning, pedagogy and assessment.
KIS 3 ensures that through the lenses of the teaching and learning model professional learning is
implemented to improve the practice of all staff.

In support of the current Strategic Plan and the Key Improvement Strategies outlined above, the focus for staff
on Curriculum Day, 15 August was FISO (Framework for Improving Student Outcomes) and Ashwood High
School’s PIVOT ( Plan, Intentional Learning, Voice, Optimse, Transform). The morning activities included staff
working in teams to analyse, evaluate and provide feedback on how to improve student outcomes through
curriculum planning and assessment. Following this, staff employed the teaching and learning model PIVOT
to create and document curricula, with a focus on the secondary junior years, to ensure high expectations,
differentiation and student voice remains at the forefront of pedagogical practices at Ashwood High School.
The Curriculum Day served to inspire staff, further provide staff voice and agency, whilst facilitating a forum to
ensure clarity and consistency are achieved to raise the achievements of all students at Ashwood High
School.
Ms Chevelle Alderton | Enrichment, Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

PEDAGOGY, PARTNERSHIPS & PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
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Welcome back to Term 3, we hope teachers haven’t been overloading you with too much homework. As you would be
aware over the past 4 weeks of this term all Houses have been working really hard to craft and perfect their
performances. Amy and I have been impressed with the progress that all the troupes have made. However do not
forget to attend all rehearsals; we encourage all members of Cowan to participate in after school rehearsals.
Student-led conferences are coming up soon - make sure to get your parents to book a time to meet with your
teachers. These are an excellent way for you and your parents to talk one on one with your teachers and set goals for
the near future. We look forward to seeing you all there.
Remember, always work hard, aim for the best and give everything 100%.
Amy Peters and Courtney Tulia
Welcome back to Term 3! It is hard to believe how quickly the school year is coming along. As we’re approaching the
business end of the year, myself and Sienna would like to congratulate everyone on their contributions to making Flynn
as successful as we have been this year and continue to be.
As House Performing Arts Festival preparations are well underway and looking great, Sienna and I would like to
encourage anyone who is still unsure about participating to come along to rehearsals and join in as there is always
something to do, whether it is sound and lighting pairing or helping with promotional work such as posters and photos,
you will never be left standing around. As to our troupe captains, your hard work and contributions so far have not gone
unnoticed and are greatly appreciated to help us prepare for what is shaping up to be an awesome Performing Arts
Festival.
We hope you have an awesome rest of the term and we look forward to seeing all your hard work pay off! Don’t forget,
WIN FOR FLYNN!!!
Declan Johnson and Sienna Spencer
We hope you’ve all had a great start to Semester 2. House performance practice has begun and it’s looking fantastic.
This year’s House Performing Arts Festival is based around the idea of innovation and change as you all would’ve
heard. We appreciate all the effort and time Melba house is putting in and are looking forward to seeing the amazing
end results! Congratulations to our troupe leaders, who successfully earned a leadership role and are taking this on
admirably. Congratulations to Tile Bodin, Kelly Martin, Lula Tadesse, Ricardo Vallejos, Rupesh Bankar,
Natalie Mulholland, Stephanie Millan and Raph Stolyarsky.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

The attendance at afterschool rehearsals on Tuesdays and Thursdays has been good, but we can still improve.
Remember, it is a team effort and the more people that come the faster we can get things done. Again, great job to
everyone in Melba who has been putting in heaps of effort! We’re so proud of you guys for how quickly you’ve made
everything come together. To have done as much as we have in only a month is something you should all be
commended for.
If you have any questions about the House Performing Arts Festival, make sure to see your Troupe Captains, House
Captains or even our House Coordinators.
Keep working hard and great job Melba!!
Fiona Tadesse and Lula Tadesse
Long time, no see Paterson and we hope you have had a nice relaxing holiday!
Time flies and it is already halfway through Term 3 and the House Performance Arts Festival is coming up very soon.
For those who attended the rehearsals, congratulations on all of your effort and the high expectations you are meeting.
Stacy and I are super excited to see the creative and well-organised performance on the night of the House Performing
Arts Festival, so keep up the good work.
Furthermore, the Student Led Space is reopened now and few changes have been made. These modifications are
meant to keep everything organised so feel free to give us some feedback about them.
We look forward to your participation and cooperation in the following rehearsals and remember that BLUE HOUSE IS
THE BEST HOUSE!
Andy Kuok (Interim House Captain) and Stacy Chishaka (Interim House Vice Captain)

House Coordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Mrs Vicky Dernikos (Flynn House),
Ms Lucy Rimmer (Melba House), Ms Sachael Miller (Paterson House)
Ashwood High School
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In July this year, the Australian Chinese Debating Association held their annual Victorian High School Chinese
Debating Championship. This event was officially co-hosted with the Chinese Language Teachers’ Association
of Victoria and supported by a few universities such as RMIT and Victoria University. The International Student
Program at Ashwood High School was invited to participate in the Debating Championship. We accepted the
invitation and for the first time, joined 21 private schools and 5 other government schools in this year’s Chinese
Debating Championship.
The opening ceremony was held at the city campus of Victoria University on Saturday 8 June whereby schools
were being introduced and the topic of the debate was given out. Our Year 11 students sat with pride when
Ashwood High School was flashed across the screen. The topic of the debate was “Should there be an
extension of time for copyrights in published materials.” We had two teams participating: Team A against
Melbourne Grammar and Team B against Toorak College.
A lot of preparation went into the Debating Championship. During the Term 2 holidays, the students were
coached by Ms Jessie Tian and Mr Stark Lu, a student and an experienced debater from Melbourne University.
The students also stayed back regularly after school to prepare for their debate , thereby developing a lot of
debating skills as well as getting a lot of knowledge on copyrights issues. It was hard work but it paid off in the
end.
Team A fought very hard but lost the debate to Melbourne Grammar. However, Team B beat Toorak College by
3.0 – a fantastic result, considering that our two teams had no previous experience in debating. John Qian was
the best speaker!
This is what the students had to say:
“After the competition, I realised how important team work is and as the Captain of the two teams, I have
developed lots of leadership skills”. John Qian
“We put in a lot of effort throughout the training. The topic was hard but we have fond memories of the event.
We were well trained by Mr Stark Lu from Melbourne University”. Jennifer Lu

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

“I am very honoured to have been invited to participate in the debating competition. It has been a new
challenge for me. I have learnt a lot of things including teamwork, and the need to express myself boldly.
It has been a lot of fun”. Wendy Pan
“I am very grateful to the school and teachers for giving me this opportunity to debate. Under the guidance of
Ms Jessie Tian, we have learnt a lot and now we have made friends with students from other schools ”.
Winnie Chen
“I am very pleased to have taken part in the Debating Championship. We would like to thank Ms Jessie Tian
and Mr Stark Lu for being very patient with us in developing our debating skills”. Depan Lin
“We have learnt team cooperation and have won the debate against Toorak College due to team effort”.
Saul Zhang
“I was so excited to be included in Team B. I would like to thank Ms Tian for giving me a chance and for helping
me a lot in the preparation of the debate”. Rihhana Xu
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

Alert: The Australian Federal Police (AFP) is warning the public of complex social
engineering fraud and telephone scams currently targeting the Chinese community in
Australia, particularly International Students. If you come across students who are
victims of scammers, please report to us.

Ashwood High School
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Team A was represented by John Qian, Wendy Pan, Depan Lin, and Jennifer Lu

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Team B was represented by John Qian, Winnie Chen, Rihanna Xu and Saul Zhang

Melbourne High Schools Sports Festival
In Term 2, the Melbourne High Schools Sports Festival was held at the Badminton Centre in Glen
Waverley. This event was organised by a group of Education Agents to encourage International
Students to participate in sports and to get them to know International Students from other schools.
The theme for the Sports Festival was “The Badminton Game.”
The International Student Program at Ashwood High School was invited to participate in the Sports
Festival. We accepted the invitation and was thrilled that we were amongst 37 other schools
participating: 16 Government schools and 21 private schools.
We are very proud to announce that Jeffrey Jia from Year 10 won the Men B Division after beating Oxley Christian College. Jeffrey was awarded $150 and a medal. Well done Jeffrey! This is indeed a great
achievement considering that this was the first time we had taken part in the Melbourne High Schools
Sports festival.
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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This will have significant advantages: it will enable teachers to plan elective programs that develop students’
knowledge and skills over a two year cycle, and allow Year 10 students to focus on developing strong
foundations for VCE and VCAL preparation.
The broad range of electives are designed to complement the school’s strong core program of English,
Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Health and PE. Students are encouraged to choose electives in their field
of interest, or that help them prepare for VCE / VCAL, or even just to try something new.
Most electives are semester long, with the exception of French and Early Commencement VCE studies.
Students studying French, including all Year 9 ACE students, must select it in both semesters. Approved Year
10 students may choose to study one VCE Early Commencement subject from those offered.
Below is the list of electives offered to the students.
Year 9 Electives (3 periods each)
2020 Block 1 Semester 1











Media
Art
Computing
Drama/theatre studies
VCD
2020 Block 1 Semester 2
Food Studies
Design Technologies
Outdoor Studies
Music













2020 Block 2 Semester 1
Food Studies
Design Technologies
Outdoor Studies
Music
French
2020 Block 2 Semester 2
Media
Art
Computing
Drama/theatre studies
VCD
French

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Year 9 and 10 Electives for 2020
In 2020, a significant change is being made to the Year 9 Year 10 elective programs. Electives will no longer be
combined but will be offered in separate year levels.

Year 10 Electives (4 periods each)
2020 Block 1 Semester 1
2020 Block 2 Semester 1








Media
Art
Computing
Drama/theatre studies
VCD
Psychology Unit 1 (taken as a Unit 1 and 2 sequence)**

**Year 11 VCE Early Studies Commencement (Yr10 only)









Food Studies
Design Technologies
Outdoor Studies
Music
French
Biology Unit 1 (taken as a Unit 1 and 2 sequence) **
Legal Studies Unit 1 (taken as a Unit 1 and 2
sequence) **

**Year 11 VCE Early Studies Commencement (Yr10 only)
2020 Block 1 Semester 2







Food Studies
Design Technologies
Outdoor Studies
Music
Psychology Unit 2 (taken as a Unit 1 and 2 sequence) **

**Year 11 VCE Early Studies

2020 Block 2 Semester 2










Media
Art
Computing
Drama/theatre studies
VCD
French
Biology Unit 2 (taken as a Unit 1 and 2 sequence) **
Legal Studies Unit 1 (taken as a Unit 1 and 2 sequence) **
**Year 11 VCE Early Studies

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly.
Mr Colin Shnier | Director of Studies
Ashwood High School
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On Tuesday 18 June the whole Year 7 cohort made a trip to the National Gallery of Victoria to see the
Terracotta Warriors exhibition. It was a very exciting trip for the mainstream classes because this was
the first excursion. We all were given a worksheet, which we were graded on. In the end I think that
the trip was very educational and helped improve our understanding of Ancient China. This also aided
our learning of Ancient Civilisations which was our topic for Semester 1. Gabriel Sebastian — Year 7
It was a great experience to go and see 8 of the Terracotta Warriors. we all got a chance to look at the
detailed warriors and to be inspired by it. We also got to see the explosive art of Cai Guo-Qiang. He is
a person who makes art with gun powder, we got to see his magical art. He made birds and exploded
gun powder giving them a wonderful look. They were hung on the roof top and flew down as a giant
pack of birds. We were so lucky to have the chance to see both the terracotta warriors and the art
of Cai Guo-Qiang, it was awesome. Robbie Baleisuva — Year 7
This year in Humanities, we were given the opportunity to go see the Terracotta Warriors in real life.
I really enjoyed going out and seeing the terracotta warriors in real life considering we had learnt
about them and there importance in ancient Chinese history. Jordan Richardson — Year 7

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

This year in French, I have made it to the State Final of the French Poetry Competition. I’m very happy and
surprised that I made it through and hope to do well on the actual State Final day. When reciting it in front of the
judges it can be a little scary but after you get started, the rest of the poem will just flow.
Jordan Richardson — Year 7
Progressing to the Alliance Francaise Poetry, State Final has been an exciting surprise. I am proud of this
achievement and I will be practising the poem to hopefully represent our school effectively. I think that taking
part in this competition allows me to practice speaking French, not just writing it. It is great that our School
participates in this competition and that so many students have reached the finals.
Chai Couzens — Year 8

Ashwood High School
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Year 7 novel study - Blueback
Students in 7B English have been studying the
Tim Winton novel, Blueback, set in the fictional and
remote, Longboat Bay, in Western Australia. As a
creative writing response to this text, the class had
to write a letter to the main character, Abel. Later,
they will adopt the persona of Abel, receive a letter
from another student and respond to this letter in
character. This will demonstrate their understanding
of the character and key ideas of the text. Below are
some photos of the students with their letters.
Ms Karen Bares | Allied Learning Area Coordinator –
English/Language/Humanities

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

Year 9 Election — Humanities
Things got really competitive recently in Humanities as we prepared for the 9C election. As part of the Civics
and Citizenship topic we have been learning about elections, political parties and our rights in a democracy.
So the best way to finish up the topic was to take part in our own class election. We split up into different
groups representing the well known Australian political parties and chose candidates from our groups. During
the preparation process, it gave us an idea of what happens behind the scenes in a real-life election. Each
group had to provide assistance to their chosen candidate and to help in researching and organising a
speech consisting of real-life policies the party was going to introduce if elected. This task gave us the
opportunity to learn and understand how politics operates behind the scenes. On the day of the election, each
candidate had to deliver their speech to the voters (2 classes of Year 7s) who came to watch, listen and vote
for their preferred candidate. It was a fired up election between all parties, but in the end, it all came down to
the Liberal and Labor Party with a two vote difference. After the vote count, the final results were in; Labor
had won after preferences.
Dannah Casanova and Carli Taranto — Year 9

Ashwood High School
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Ms Bernie Jowett | Maths/Science Teacher

Rat Dissection
The next generation of surgeons!
Students of 7Z really got stuck into the
rat dissection. Many indicating a future

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Cell Models
Class 7Z students presented some very imaginative and unusual 3D models of plant and animal cells. The cake
version was a particular winner for the class.

career as a surgeon or in some cases
a butcher!
Ms Bernie Jowett | Maths/Science
Teacher

The Lone Scientist at his microscope
Ashwood High School

Totally absorbed in his microscopic
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Mr John Sheehan | Cowan House Coordinator

Last term holidays I attended a program called
SEAMS
(“Strengthening
Engagement
and
Achievement in Mathematics and Science”) at
Monash University. The University runs the 3-day
residential program in partnership with the
University of
Melbourne. Its goal is to
increase equitable participation and attainment in
science and maths in higher education. The
experience itself was overall a lot of fun, where
I loved networking and socialising with other likeminded people throughout my stay. Amy Peters — Year 11

Monday 22 July saw the Year 12 Physics class visit the Australian Synchrotron to undertake a tour and
complete experiments in preparation for an upcoming Unit 4 SAC. The opportunity to visit this facility so close to
our school was fantastic and not lost on the students. As expected the students were respectful and involved
throughout the experience, and thus gained a very solid insight into the Synchrotron and the Light and Matter
practicals completed.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Congratulations to Cowan House Captain, Amy
Peters (Year 11) who has been selected to attend
the National Youth Science Forum in 2020.
Following a rigorous application and interview
process she recently received endorsement for the
event from Waverley Rotary. We look forward to
hearing from Amy about her participation in this
exciting opportunity. Amy has also recently
participated in a Monash University program for
students in Science and Mathematics and has
reported her experiences below. Well done Amy!

Mrs Julie Huggins | Physics Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Ms Lucy Rimmer | Science Teacher

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Late in Term 2, Year 11 Unit 2 Chemistry students attended a program run by the University of Melbourne
called “What’s in Water?” This is an introductory program for some of the content covered in Unit 2 Chemistry,
in which students learn how to analyse samples of water from various locations to determine the identity or
concentration of contaminants that pollute water supplies. Students used advanced machinery and techniques
to perform chemical analyses and learned about using real data and results to perform complex calculations.
This was a highly valuable experience and the students represented our school beautifully. Well done,
Chemistry students.

A priceless class of Psychology students standing in front of a priceless piece of art at NGV The Psychology
class visited the NGV for a walk through Workshop on Visual perception. For some students that was their first
time in the NGV. Hopefully it has opened their minds and senses to the role Visual perception plays in art
appreciation.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Maths/Science Teacher

Eye see you - Psychology students performing an
eye dissection.
Ashwood High School
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Is reading your secret power?
Our students from Years 7 to 10 are making reading their secret power. They
have created some very thoughtful interpretations of the literature they have read
so far this year. Ranging from the books they are reading for English to books they
are writing themselves.
In association with the Educational Resource Centre, the Visual Arts
Department is launching the Book Week 2019 Exhibition.
What: Book Week Exhibition
When: From 16 August
Where: The Educational Resource Centre, Building C
Year 8
The Elements and Principles of Art
The elements and principles of art form the basis of all art. They are used to not only describe and analyse
artworks, but also used to create artworks. One can liken it to a recipe: the elements are the ingredients, and the
principles are the method or the way they are all put together.
How many Elements and Principles of Art can you identify in the artwork below?

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Communication Design Report

Artwork by Stephanie Mouzis, Year 8 (08VA2A)

Preparing for the Book Week Exhibition
Both Year 8 classes have shown their dedication and focus on their book illustrations for Book Week. Once they
brainstormed how to best to represent the character, they made planning sketches. Each student chose their best
design, and then used the light box to trace it onto some beautiful watercolour paper. Using pen and ink, and
watercolour, they refined their drawings to create phenomenal artworks.

Ashwood High School

Page 18 Parent Newsletter No 5

Year 8 STEAM project
We recently looked at Leonardo da Vinci's drawing of the Vitruvian Man, which he made during the Renaissance,
circa 1490.
After reading the works of the ancient Roman architect, Vitruvius, Da Vinci's formed the theory is that a person's
arm span is equal to their height. We then set out to prove or disprove his theory.
The students threw themselves wholeheartedly into the exercise. They measured then remeasured to check for
accuracy. Each group recorded the data on the board.
What did we find? From the data we collected, we disproved the hypothesis.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Communication Design Report

Why was it disproved? We discovered that no one in our sample had exactly equivalent measurements.
The ratio ranged from individual to individual from 1cm to 5cm.
What did we infer? That everyone is different and that Da Vinci was looking to idealise the human form.
Year 9/10 Art
3D Sculpture
Emmelle and Larissa have been exploring small-scale
three-dimensional sculpture and honing their skills in jewellery making
in the process. Ilias has provided valuable constructive criticism, and
Harry, moral support and encouragement.

‘Walking the dog’ by Larissa Parkyn, 10A

Ashwood High School
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VCE Studio Arts Showcase
Unit 2
Interview with Rory Bacic
Year 11 Studio Arts
LG: How do you describe your artistic style/perspective?
RB: I have not yet developed an artistic style but I am exploring many
different mediums and creating my own style.
LG: What are some of the most significant things you've learned through art
-making?
BH: I have learned how to make my artwork aesthetically pleasing by
using the art elements and principles I have learned through this semester.
LG: What are your future artistic plans?
RB: My artistic plans for the future are to improve on my artworks and
concepts by conveying them in such a way that I may not have though
about before. I plan to keep exploring different mediums and finding what
best suits me.

‘Untitled’ (detail) by Rory Bacic

LG: What do you find most rewarding about studying Studio Arts?
BH: I find the progress of my artwork to be the most rewarding aspect. Seeing how I have developed it
into its final design and being able to look back through my folio and seeing if I can improve on my methods.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Communication Design Report

LG: What advice would you give to other students interested in enrolling in Studio Arts?
BH: Be passionate about the topic/message you are trying to express. If you are passionate about what
you are doing then you will enjoy every single session you have. Stay up to date with your folio and keep
progressing. There is nothing worse than having to do everything last minute, because you won’t get the satisfaction like when you stay up to date.
Unit 4
Interview with Brittany Harding
Year 12 Studio Arts
LG: How would you describe your artistic style/perspective?
BH: Simple with dark undertones
LG: What are some of the most significant things you've learned through
art-making?
BH: If you don’t like it now, keep it and you might like it later.
LG: What are your future artistic plans?
BH: To be a performer/actor
LG: What do you find most rewarding about studying Studio Arts?
BH: It’s a relaxed environment in comparison to the rest of Year 12.
LG: What advice would you give to other students interested in enrolling in
Studio Arts?
BH: You won’t regret it. It’s all self directed so it’s a nice relaxed way to break
up your week by doing work you want to do

by Brittany Harding

Ms Lizzie Gault | Visual Communication, Design & Technology Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Collecting data and recording it in Microsoft Excel

Our Favourite TV Shows:
collecting data for making Excel

Teah Dernikos happy with her
success in customising a
chart for the survey

Noah Rostan and Alex Cree proudly
showing their customised charts they
made

The Quizmasters of Excel

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Year 7 Digital Technology
So far this term, students have been learning how to write a quiz using IF Statements. They have also been
making art using Microsoft Excel. The two classes are now learning to write coding using html.

Constructing a quiz using complex IF Statements

Pixel Painting in Microsoft Excel
Inspired by the 'Michelangelo of Excel,' Japanese artist Tatsuo Horiuchi, students tried their hand at creating
their own Excel masterpieces.

‘Chameleon’ by Lily Robertson
An Hour of Drawing with HTML Code
Congratulations to the following students for powering through their work and achieving a certificate for an ‘Hour
of Drawing with Code’: Alex Cree, Matthew McGill, and Vicky Saengyojarn.

Ashwood High School
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EMR Cross Country – Tuesday 18 June
Term 2 came to a close with a record 18 students attending the event at the Yarra Glen Racecourse. All students had a red hot crack and whilst none of them made it through to the State
Championships, the day was packed with merchandise, giveaways and fun. Thanks also to Mr
Holloway who accompanied me on the day and for all his work with the Running Club leading
up to the day.
Ashwood Sports Stars – Term 2 Holiday period
Ginger Perri (Year 8), Luka Khattab (Year 11) and
William Roache (Year 8) all had successful
sporting pursuits during the Term 2 holiday period.
Ginger competed at the National Youth
Championships in Coffs Harbour for Soccer, Luka
won several gold medals for Team Victoria at the Fencing National
Championships and William has been selected to officiate at the National 12
Rugby League School Championships in Queensland in early August.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE
National Youth Championships
The National Youth Championships are Football
Federation Australia’s (FFA) primary national
football competition for the 14 and 15-year-old
girls. There’s a 14-year-old team and a 15-yearold team representing your state. This
competition will see teams representing each
state across Australia over the five-day
tournament. With the FFA National Youth
Championships for girls taking place in July,
Coffs Harbour and boys in September,
Canberra. There are two groups, Group B and Group A which was our group. Group A’s teams consisted of Victoria,
Newcastle Jets, Queensland, NSW and NSW Country.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

INTERSCHOOL SPORT

This year was my first year at nationals, and I’d hoped to not just make a mark on the pitch but to be noticed by scouts
as well.
The weeks leading up to Nationals were pretty nerve racking, considering there would be multiple scouts
watching you play and by noticing you, it could lead you to greatness.
As my team had been training hard for weeks, and continuing to play practice games to set ourselves up for
nationals, the national’s week had finally arrived. As soon as we arrived at the airport we had to say goodbye to our
parents, as they weren’t allowed to contact us, see us or stay in the same accommodation as us as it played a major
part in individuality. We checked our bags in, and hopped on the plane. As we arrived in Coffs Harbour, we took a bus
to our resort. The first day we arrived was Sunday, considering our first game was Monday, we pulled up to a pitch
near the resort and we did a light training session to get everyone in order.
Monday had finally come, and so we ate breakfast and hopped onto the bus to the national sports ground of Coffs
Harbour. Our first game was at 1:30 against NSW, we played really well and won 2-1.Afterwards we took insanely cold
ice baths and repeated this process after every game. The ice bath period consisted of 3 by 3 rounds, 3 minutes in,
then out into the equally as cold pool, and repeated that 2 more times. We foam rolled after the ice bath’s and then ate
dinner and went to bed.
The next day we played against South Australia obtaining a 5-3 win. Then Wednesday. We had to wake up at 6am for
a 9 o’clock game. Today we played Queensland and lost 3-1. Thursday was probably one of the hardest games, we
played as Newcastle Jets had won the previous 2 years. We lost 4-1 to Jets. As Friday was our last game at
Nationals, we attained a 3-1 win against NSW Country.
After our victory Friday, we met up with all the other state teams at the presentation night.
We had finally found out who had won as well as player of the match. This year Queensland had accomplished a
great win and is now the Nationals Champion for 2019. The player of the Match was representing Victoria and
automatically scored a spot on the junior Matildas camp (only the U15s team can receive player of the match).
Saturday we flew off back to Melbourne with a smile on our faces. We had all enjoyed our stay and experience of the
week and couldn’t wait for next year. Ginger Perri — Year 8

Ashwood High School
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Some exciting programs have been confirmed for Term 4 this year. All Year 7 & 8 students will participate in the
Year 7 & 8 Swimming Program during Term 4. The cost will be $40 for Year 8 students for four sessions
and $30 for Year 7 students for three sessions.
These sessions will take place during the student’s normal PE practical double lesson. It is expected that all
students will attend and participate in these sessions. Students that do not participate in the swimming program
are expected to provide a medical certificate to their HPE teacher to exempt them from the swimming program.
All information about the swimming program can be found on the Compass event which has been published.
Please see some general information below:
Year 8 Swimming Program – Week 1-4, Term 4, Total cost: $40 (Available on Compass)
Year 7 Swimming Program – Week 8-10, Term 4, Total cost: $30 (Available on Compass)
As Term 4 arrives, so too does the warm weather. This makes it the perfect time to hold our Year 7 and 8
Swimming Program at Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre. The program is an important and compulsory part
of your child’s learning in the Health and Physical Education (HPE) curriculum. It allows your child the
opportunity to develop important skills, whilst also building their confidence to participate in activities around
aquatic environments.
The swimming lessons will be conducted during your child’s regular Physical Education classes and will not
impact on your child’s learning in other subjects.
Consent and payment needs to be made on Compass absolutely ASAP. The $40 program fee for Year 8s
($30 for Year 7s) covers all 4 swimming lessons (3 for Year 7s) and includes entry into the venue with at
qualified swimming instructors for each lesson provided by the Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre.
All students are expected to participate. The lessons will be planned and conducted to suit all ability levels. Any
absences, injuries or illnesses which preclude participation must be supported with a medical certificate.
Information about the dates and required swimwear can be found on Compass. However, please make an
important note of the following:





Students who have HPE class during Periods 1 and 2 are to meet their teacher at the front entrance of the
Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre. This will ensure adequate time for students to participate in the
lessons, get changed and walk back to school with their teacher.
Students who have HPE class during Periods 3 and 4 are required to meet their teacher at the gym (D01) at
1pm. From there, as a class, they will walk to the Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre. This will ensure
adequate time for students to participate in the lessons, get changed and walk back to school with their
teacher.
Students who have their HPE class during Period 5 and 6 will walk down with their teacher, complete their
lesson and be dismissed from the Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre. However, if needed, students will
be able to walk back to school, accompanied by their teacher.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

HEALTH / PE / FOOD NUTRITION

Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator/Learning Area Coordinator – Health/PE

Year 9/10 Food Studies
Year 9 and 10 students at Ashwood High School
have the opportunity to select Food Studies as an
elective as part of our broad and creative
academic opportunities. Alongside class work and
practical lessons, students undertake
major
assessment tasks which have a practical
component.
Semester 2 in the kitchen has begun, with three
new classes of potential chefs across Year 9 and
10. Students are learning about Food Safety,
Nutrition and most importantly being introduced to the fantastic facilities here at Ashwood High School
through cooking a range of nutritious food items. In the first few weeks a range of dishes such as
Watermelon Pizza, Thai Beef Salad and Cornish Pasties have been produced and enjoyed by all.
Ms Annalisa Buyks and Ms Chevelle Alderton | Food Technology Teacher

Ashwood High School
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We have had a great start to Semester 2 with several new enrolments into the Instrumental Music program and
a smooth transition from Semester 1 into the second half of this year. Semester 2 payments can be made now
at the office with the return of your Instrumental Music form.
Many of the Instrumental Music students are working towards the
House Performance Arts Festival rehearsing on both Tuesdays
and Thursdays afterschool to put together their musical items
whilst others are preparing the acting, dance and media elements
of the performance event. It is exciting to see the students taking
ownership of their program and making great progress. They are
to be commended on their dedication and teamwork.
Ensemble rehearsals
Wednesday Lunchtime – Ashwood High School Choir
Friday Lunchtime – String Ensemble
Friday Lunchtime – Junior Concert Band
Thank you for supporting our Music and Instrumental Music Program and we look forward to seeing you at the
upcoming events.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

2019 House Performing Arts Festival
This term in STAR, students have been busily preparing for the upcoming House Performing Arts Festival.
Each student has been allocated to a troupe: Dance, Music, Drama or Media/Promotion and have done an
excellent job in working together to create a fantastic show and showcase each area of the Performing Arts.
The theme for this year’s House Performing Arts Festival is ‘Innovation and Change’ and students have been
exceptionally creative in their interpretation and take on what this means to our school, our community and
the world.
I would like to congratulate the House Captains, Coordinators and Captains of each troupe for their hard work
so far and for all students who have been continuously attending rehearsals after school.
A big thank you to all STAR teachers for their enthusiasm assistance during STAR classes and to Mr Rayner,
Ms Buyks and Ms Mundell who have been passionately assisting students in rehearsals after school.
The House Performing Arts Festival will take place on Thursday 12 September at 6.30 pm. The Senior School
students are also planning a special performance.
Please put this date in your diary as seeing our talented students perform is a night you will not want to miss!
Information in regards to ticketing will be announced soon via the Compass Portal.
Ms Sachael Miller | School Performing Arts Festival Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Engineers Without Borders Visit
Year 8 ACE had a very special visit this month! We (the students) were privileged enough to learn about
engineering with Bryan and David, two lovely representatives from Engineers Without Borders Australia, a
not-for-profit organisation set on using engineering to make people’s lives easier and better. Bryan and David
explained to the students the roles of Mechanical, Aerospace, Chemical, Civil, Electrical and Mechatronic
Engineering. Some of us even want to go into the field of Engineering, so learning about our possible
pathways is really useful!
We started off by discussing what we already knew about engineering, and some students, like Daniel and
Jamieson, had lots of knowledge about this topic and were eager to contribute. Unfortunately, David
had to leave halfway through the session, but the Year 8 ACE class continued with the help of Bryan. The
most thrilling part was when we were divided into table groups and had to create our own hydro-electric
generator! Bryan gave each group a set of materials, which included some bolts, two CDs, a rod, a plastic cup
and a large amount of duct tape. Each group then tested their creation to see how much energy they
generated, and it got quite competitive! It was such an exciting day and it got many people thinking about
energy and a future in engineering.
Ina Christensen and Chai Couzens

Ashwood High School
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ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)
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What’s next?
The entire Ashwood High School community is now prepared for the planting stage of the School’s Indigenous
Garden. More information will be provided soon, as the Year 8 cohort begins to put the garden design into
action. It is important that we honour the traditional owners of this land, the Wurundjeri people, therefore
Indigenous culture is a large part of our garden design. The plants used in the Garden will all be native
Australian plants, giving the Garden a native and natural feel. These native plants will also encourage native
Australian animals. Our goal is to complete the garden by the end of Term 3. We are really enjoying this project
and we cannot wait to see how rewarding the finished product will be.
How does the garden relate to the AHS curriculum?
The garden has been a very interesting project that intertwines with the curriculum, and also teaches us valuable
management and business skills. This project strengthens our knowledge across all subjects, including areas of
Humanities, Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, Geography and History. In Geography we learn
how to create maps and the spiritual, cultural and aesthetic value of landscapes and landforms for people,
including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. During Civics and Citizenship, we learn about how
groups express their identities (including religious and cultural identity) and we also develop these skills
ourselves as we create ways to implement student voice into the garden and educate the Ashwood High School
community about the Garden. Amid Economics and Business, we learn about the rights and responsibilities of
consumers, how to find trends, and how to generate a range of alternatives for an issue. In History we learn
about the dream time stories and culture of Indigenous Australians and how to analyse the perspectives of
different people throughout history.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Indigenous Garden Teams - Spotlight:
The Year 8 ACE class has been working very hard on the garden. We have spent time on it during Humanities
and during our Integrated project. To distribute the work evenly we have divided up into teams to focus our skills
and responsibilities. Those teams are - Project Management, Design, Marketing, Communications, Student
voice, Horticultural and Finance. To tell you more about the different teams, we have chosen to spotlight two this
month:
Project Management Team
Hi, my name is Stephanie and I am a part
of the Project Management Team. We are
in charge of overseeing the entire project
and making sure that everyone remains on
task. We have been focussing on creating
a calendar/timeline with all events and
deadlines for each group, to ensure all
teams stay on task and remain organised.

Indigenous Garden site in June

Ashwood High School

Design Team
Hello, I am Daniel from the design team. My
team helps design the garden along with the
staff and the building team. We have been
working hard to structure and design the
garden with all of the cultural and aesthetic
aspects combined. The design shows that the
garden will be split into four segments with
scaling heights.

Indigenous Garden site in July
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Now it’s your turn!
Calling the Ashwood High School Community for donations and volunteers…
You have heard about the Indigenous Garden and the work towards its completion. Now it’s your turn to participate!
Please donate your spare gardening materials such as gloves and shovels to assist in the planting of the garden.
We invite you to volunteer in assisting with the planting sessions and to assist those that are working hard planting, we need
great cooks to make some energizing snacks.
Students and parents can participate, please come along and help out!
Dates for planting sessions will be released soon, via Compass.
Ms Chevelle Alderton | ACE Coordinator

Ashwood High School

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)
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Hello, Ashwood High School Community,
As you may or may not be aware, your School Chaplain, Michelle Stancliffe, is currently on maternity leave as
she welcomes her new baby girl. Congratulations to Michelle and her family!
During her absence, I am honoured to be your interim School Chaplain and hope to serve your school
community well. I am here for the benefit and wellbeing of all members of the school community; as a
listening ear, a resource assistant for wellbeing and health, and a promoter of community and an inclusive
environment where every member of this incredible school (parents, students and staff alike) can thrive.

Transitions & Pathways

STUDENT
CAREERS
SERVICES
NEWS
REPORT

A little helpful hint from me:
The eSafety Commissioner has recently provided the National School Chaplaincy Program with a
professional learning resource regarding evidence-based advice surrounding cyberbullying and cyber safety.
They advised that cyberbullying is becoming an increasingly prevalent issue in our society and is affecting
people as young as 8 years of age, as is inappropriate material invading the cyber safety of young people.
Cyberbullying and cyber safety is apparent in more than social media platforms such as Facebook, Snapchat
and Instagram, it includes online gaming platforms such as Fortnite, Xbox Live, and more.
Young people are made vulnerable through the misuse and misunderstanding of these platforms through
information being shared, addictive behaviour, bullying, inappropriate behaviour and interaction with online
adult content, and more. Technology is a powerful and world-changing tool but as we know, it can be used for
either a positive or negative purpose. As a school community, we can collectively take a stand against these
negative purposes and create a healthy culture around technology that allows our young people to really
flourish and prosper.
If you notice or are made aware of any cyberbullying or cyber safety violations, there are a wealth of support
services available to you to help you combat these issues and feel supported.
Firstly, your Student Services and Management Team are here to help. We are here to provide advice, help
take action and seek out the best outcome for you and your family.
Second, the eSafety Commissioner has created the following resources for parents, families and young people
regarding online safety - take a look:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/online-safety-guide
The Parent Resource Online Safety Guide that eSafety provides, has an incredible online booklet that is
available in 6 different languages. The booklet includes signs to look out for with your young person if you are
suspecting that they are being impacted by cyberbullying or something is breaching their cyber safety as well
as how to get help and support.
eSafety is also an excellent resource to keep in mind for the following reason:
If you find that your child has been affected by cyberbullying, has engaged in cyberbullying activities, or their
cyber safety is being compromised, after reporting the issue to the social media platform, e.g. reporting a negative post/comment to Instagram via the app, you can then report the issue to eSafety via this link: https://
www.esafety.gov.au/complaints-and-reporting, and the post/comment will be removed after a minimum of 3
hours, where some social media and gaming platforms will take over 48 hours to complete this process. A
great way to deal with an issue quickly and quietly.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/youngandesafe
The Young & Safe Project is an online resource for young people by young people.
This resource will open up great discussion between you and your young person.
I hope this information is helpful and provides a starting point for some healthy discussion.
If you would like more information or are in need of wellbeing related assistance, my email address is
jemma@ashwood.vic.edu.au or you may contact me via phone through reception.
Thank you for welcoming me into your community, Ashwood High School! I look forward to being a part of it.
Ms Jemma Birchall | School Chaplain

Ashwood High School
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It has been an exciting and busy month for Year 10 with the Mock Interview Program and an excursion to
Swinburne Wantirna campus.
Those who participated in the Mock Interview Program were rewarded with the opportunity to experience
firsthand what to expect during a formal interview. The interviewers consisted of 8 volunteer Rotarians and
4 possible jobs the students could apply for. Portfolios completed during Take Action in Semester 1
included a cover letter, resume and certificates the students had acquired over the years, this was
presented to the interviewer as evidence linking the class activities and demonstrating to students the
purpose and importance of their portfolios.

Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

The students enjoyed the activity and
were very excited when they learnt they
got the job! Congratulations and well
done Year 10, the hard work paid off.
The Swinburne excursion was a roaring
success with students enjoying a ‘taster’
program including Laboratory Skills,
Landscaping, and Robotics.
The Laboratory Skills activity consisted
of students feeding and then locating
cells through a microscope, not all were
successful however they still had fun
and enjoyed the experience.
Landscaping proved to be a winner with a paving activity. The students learnt how to create a level sand
base to lay one of three paving patterns, basket weave and herring bone proved to be most popular.

Robotics piqued the interest of students as they simulated an earthquake and observed the functions of a
small and intriguing robot.

During the last week of term work experience will be well underway. Unfortunately, some students still have
not secured a placement. If this is you please come and see me for assistance during recess, lunch or after
school in G05.
Ms Jodie Hechengerger | Careers and Pathways Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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We have added a new feature to Compass and you can now approve your child's absence directly via the
Compass portal. You can also upload medical certificates. Please see below for full instructions.

Parent / Community Partnerships

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As soon as you are aware of any changes of
address, phone numbers, medical details, living
arrangements or any long term absences, please
notify the school at 9807 1333 to ensure all our
records are accurate.

Ashwood High School
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Parent / Community Partnerships
STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.

Ashwood High School
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Parent / Community Partnerships
Ashwood High School
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