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Ashwood Secondary College

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT
Student Enrolments for 2016 – Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
There are approximately 375 students enrolled for
the commencement of the 2016 Academic Year
(2015: 332), with 64 students at the Year 7 level
(2014: 42). Well done Ashwood Secondary
College community. Whilst the enrolment increase
is only slight, it is in the right direction. I have been
informed that it is Ashwood’s first enrolment
increase in 11 years.
School Captains 2016 and Student Leadership
Executive Team
The 2016 School Captains and members of the
Student Leadership Executive were announced for
the first time at the Celebration Day School
Assembly. I congratulate the six students on their
appointment:
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Hannah Sim and Madeliene Ryan (School
Captains)



Mahalia Brooks and Mitchel Mahon (SRC
Presidents)



Centauri Hirt (VCAL Captain)



Nick Guo (International Students Captain).

I would also like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge the contributions of all students who
applied for the six positions. I would also like to
thank and acknowledge the work and leadership of
Alex Touloupis and Makenna Cheng (2015
School Captains) as hard working members of the
school.
Parent Forum #3 - Increasing Positive Parental
and Community Engagement
The parent forum held on the evening of
Wednesday 14 October, 2015, was well attended.
A letter will be sent to parents who attended,
acknowledging
their
valuable
input
and
participation at the forum.
Staffing 2015 - Valuing Staff and Building
Capacity
Donna Mineo has been appointed as an Executive
Assistant / Marketing & Communications Manager.
Donna brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience in administration, marketing and
communications to our school. I would like to
welcome Anna Kukuruzovic and Janet Wiggins
back to Ashwood after periods of leave.

‘Vision Statement – Values – The Ashwood
‘CHOIR’ – Good to GREAT – Increasing
positive parent and community engagement
Further refinements and developments have been
made to our school’s “Values” – Community, High
expectations, Optimism, Innovation, Respect.
School Logo – Motto – School Identity Increasing Positive Community Engagement
Our new School Logo including our motto ‘Vision
Inspired Action’ was finalised at a recent School
Council meeting. A copy of the new logo and motto
is part of the branding of this Newsletter. The new
logo and motto is part of lifting the image, profile and
identity of our school in the local area. The school
logo and motto is the result of a collective effort on
the part of students, parents and staff.
Education State – Good to GREAT
There is a new School Improvement Model to be
implemented across all Department schools. There
will be a new Annual Implementation Plan template
which will enable us as a school to focus on specific
school improvement initiatives.
The table (next page) outlines the four State-wide
priorities and six high-impact, evidence-based
initiatives. The new State-wide School Improvement
Model fits in well with our School’s four priorities for
continuous school improvement: 1. Enhancing the
student culture; 2. Growing pride and achievement;
3. Valuing staff and building capacity; and 4.
Increasing positive parental and community
engagement.

UPCOMING EVENTS
16 - 20 November
23 - 27 November
26 November
26 November
30 November
7 December
8 December
11 December
14 - 16 December
16 December
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DET School Improvement Model (continued)

Excellence in teaching and learning

Building practice excellence
Curriculum planning and assessment

Professional leadership

Building leadership teams

Positive climate for learning

Empowering students and building school pride
Setting expectations and promoting inclusion

Community engagement in learning

Building communities

Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) 2016 – Good
to GREAT
The 2016 AIP will be presented at the next School
Council meeting for approval. The AIP 2016 will
reflect ‘The Path Forward – New Direction at
Ashwood’.
Pupil Free Days 2016 - Valuing Staff and
Building Capacity
The following dates for pupil free days in 2016 were
ratified by School Council. In anticipation, thank you
for your support. The advanced notice will provide
families with sufficient time to make the necessary
changes.
 Wednesday 27 January, 2016 – Pupil Free Day
 Thursday 28 January, 2016 – Professional
Learning
 Friday 10 June, 2016 – Report Writing Day
 Wednesday 10 August, 2016 – Curriculum Day
Ashwood Secondary College

The first school day for students next year will be
Friday 29 January, 2016. Details regarding this
day will be communicated in the next Newsletter. A
full academic program will be offered to students on
this day which will involve induction (connecting to
school and peers), administrative details /
operations and academic study.
Dynamic Co-Curricular Program – Enhancing
the Student Culture
Term 3 was a remarkable Term in regards to the
opportunities presented to students.
Ashwood
Secondary College students are appreciative of the
many co-curricular opportunities on offer at our
school on account of the enormous contribution
made by staff.
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner and Celebration Day
– Enhancing the Student Culture
The Valedictory Dinner which was held on the
evening of Wednesday 21 October was an
outstanding event.
There were many positive
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comments made by parents, extended family
members, students and staff.
The Year 12
Celebration Day was a wonderful celebration. The
Class of 2015 is a group of fine young men and
women who we are proud of. The students did
themselves, their school and our families proud.
The Celebration Day Assembly was outstanding;
with students (and staff) right across the school
appreciating
the
creativity
and
respect
demonstrated by the Class of 2015.
College Presentation & Awards Ceremony 2015
– Growing Pride and Achievement
An essential part of tradition, ritual and ceremony
at Ashwood Secondary College is the Presentation
and Awards Ceremony. The Presentation Awards
Ceremony is on Thursday 26 November, 2015 at
7:30pm in the PAC.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
12 November, 2015

Ashwood Secondary College

School Staff Survey 2015 – Valuing Staff and
Building Capacity
The staff survey data is particularly strong indicating
significant improvement in all areas. Comparative to
other secondary schools, our staff data is well above
the State average. The wellbeing of staff is vitally
important in a school and drives healthy school
climate, morale and productivity. Please see three
graphs below from the School Staff Survey: Staff
Wellbeing, School Climate and Teaching and
Learning:
Architectural and Building Program – Stage 2 –
Growing Pride and Achievement
The Building Program for Phase 2 is due to
commence after the completion of the academic year.
This is an exciting opportunity for our school. Thank
you to Peter Forbes, Facilities Manager for his
attention to detail and cost saving measures.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment
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There is always a heightened sense of anticipation and
resolution to Term 4 as progressively the school year
ends for each of the year levels.
The Year 12 class of 2015 formally concluded their
years at Ashwood Secondary College with a final
breakfast, farewell assembly and celebratory dinner all
on the same day. As was the case throughout their time
at the school, their celebrations and departure were
characterised with respectful and courteous behaviour,
keen expectation of the opportunities that lie ahead and
a tinge of trepidation of the upcoming exams.
We thank them all for their contributions to the College,
congratulate them for their achievements thus far and
wish them every success for the future.

the sessions is exemplary. The benefits of this practice
and exposure are further reinforced by the glowing
praise each year of our external, VCE exam
supervisors who comment on how cognizant our
students are of the exam procedures and protocols and
how comfortable they appear within the exam context.
Assessment practices at Ashwood Secondary College
are rigorous, varied and comprehensive. As such, it is
important to prepare students so they experience
success and demonstrate their learning and progress
through various techniques. Consequently, it is
important to remember that for Year 7 – 11 students
exams are just one of a number of assessment tasks in
a subject and whilst very important, they do not
determine the overall ‘pass’ in a subject.
VCE Commencement Program:
VCE is a highly demanding and competitive program.
Like an Olympic race, the final results and ATAR
scores pit students against each other to establish
whose results are the highest and where the place
getters are. Just like the Olympic athletes, the VCE
requires from students a relenting commitment, hard
work and a preparedness to push themselves beyond
what they may have in the past considered as
acceptable.
Our VCE Commencement Program provides an early
start to the VCE studies. It establishes the requirements
of each course and sets tasks which students must
complete over the summer break. The advantages of
this are multiple as students commence 2016 already
prepared with an understanding of some of the course
content and a clear indication of expectations that lie
ahead.
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Uniform:

Year 7 – 11 Exams:
Students in Years 7 to 11 are about to embark on their
end of year exams which will take place from Monday
16 to Friday 20 November. These exams are
conducted in a more formal manner than the mid-year
ones and follow a whole school program which can be
accessed through Compass.
Over the years there has been much debate in the
media and amongst researchers and academics as to
the suitability of the exam system to measure students’
levels of knowledge and skill. Whilst there are strong
opinions on either side of the issue, the reality is that
our current education system culminates with the VCE
and, in most cases, the exam contributes 50% of the
final Year 12 subject mark.
The success of the Ashwood Secondary College exam
program is clearly evident. There is a palpable,
intensified focus and application by students in the lead
up to the exams and their conduct and attention during

Ashwood Secondary College

In 2016, all the students and
incoming Year 7 students will
be attired in the new Ashwood
uniform. Current students will
have a three year ‘phase-in’
period meaning that they may
wear items of the existing
uniform but any replacements
must comply with the new
requirements. There is already
much excitement amongst the
current student body about the
look of the new uniform and
many individuals have told me
they plan to purchase items,
and particularly the blazer, as
soon as they are available.
The School is working closely with the uniform supplier,
Dobsons, and details regarding availability and
purchase will be published in the next edition of the
newsletter.
Ms Anna Kukuruzovic | Assistant Principal
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Co-curricular Activities
It was disappointing that the inclement weather
prevented the Year 8 softball girls from competing
last week in the Interschool Girls Regional Finals.
Good luck for the rescheduled game later this week.
Congratulations to the Year 7 students who
competed in the regional final – well done on getting
through to this level.
The recent senior dramatic performance of The
Busker was another showcase of the amazing talent
we have in the school. It was a great example of
creativity and collaboration within a diverse group of
students who volunteered to be a part of the show.
Although the weather in Melbourne was particularly
wet the Year 10 students camping at Lorne did not
experience quite the intensity of rain that we did last
week. Despite some rain, they all enjoyed their
overnight camp, surfing lessons and hike in the
Otways.
Rehearsals and preparation for the End of Year
Concert have been underway for some time now. I
look forward to the performance on Tuesday 10
November and hope to see you there.
Years 7-10
Student/Parent/Teacher conferences for those in
Years 7-10 were held in the first week of term. As
usual this was a busy afternoon/evening with many

Ashwood Secondary College

productive conversations taking place. Although
these conferences are limited in time, there is always
the opportunity to organise another meeting with
teachers if you feel the need for a longer, more in
depth discussion.
2015 Semester 2 reports will be released on
Wednesday 16 December.
Year 11 and 12
Last newsletter I reported on all of the amazing work
in the year 12 Art and VCD folios. This has been
submitted and assessed now and will be on show on
26 November at 6:30pm in the CLC. I recommend
that you take the time to view these outstanding
works.
Student Voice
The Student Leadership Executive for 2016 has
been appointed and the interview process for the
Student Cabinet is underway. Student Cabinet is
made up of House Captains and Co-captains
representing each of the four houses and SRC
representatives for each year level. I congratulate
all those who have applied, the application and
selection process is rigourous and demanding, but
very worthwhile for all those involved.
Mrs Debra Gibson | Acting Assistant Principal

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)
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2015 School Captains Makenna Cheng and Alex Touloupis are extremely busy at the moment preparing
for and sitting their Year 12 exams. We thank them for their outstanding contributions as school leaders
and for the passion and enthusiasm they showed in continuously improving the school community for all.
The Student Leader Executive for 2016 has been formed. Congratulations to all of those who applied for
these positions, the process was rigorous and required considerable organisation and effort from all
candidates.
Candidates were required to submit a written application. This was followed by presentations to the whole
school during assembly after which students and staff were able to vote for their preferred candidates. An
interview panel, consisting of School Principal (Brett Moore), Assistant Principal (Anna Kukuruzovic) and
Georgia Jones (2014 School Captain) then interviewed each of the candidates. Based upon the written
application, the presentations, voting of staff and students, the interview and prior history at the school the
panel made the following appointments.

Congratulations to the Student Leadership Executive of 2016

Madeliene Ryan

Hannah Sim

SCHOOL CAPTAINS

Centauri Hirt

VCAL CAPTAIN

Ashwood Secondary College

Mahalia Brooks

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORTS

Mitchel Mahon

SRC PRESIDENTS

Nick Guo

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CAPTAIN

Page 7 Parent Newsletter No 5

On the 11th and 25th of October we held Working Bees in the Wetlands. We would like to thank
everyone who came down to help us create a better place for our school and community. This project
was done within a VCAL Personal Development class but we hope to make the Wetlands a better
place for all of us. There were dedicated groups that helped with the mulching of the paths, the pulling
of weeds and reestablishment of the paths.
We hope to continue working on the Wetlands next year and want to try to make it a bigger part of the
school community.
Centauri Hirt and Anastasia Stathakopoulos – Year 11 VCAL

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL FOCUS—VCE/VCAL COORDINATOR

Jump Rope For Heart – with Parkhill Primary School
On Tuesday 20th October Middlemore Tupou, Tona Le, Ricky Huo and Mrs Huggins visited Parkhill
Primary school for their Jump Rope for Heart (JRFH) “Jump Off Day”. Middlemore and Tona had
been working with the Primary School’s Assistant Principal, Mrs. Elaine Brady, and Grade 5/6
Leading Teacher, Ms. Michelle Smith, to organise the school’s involvement with JRFH as their Personal Development Studies community project. This was one of a number of projects students had
been involved in with the Heart Foundation.
“When we got to the school we signed in at the office and then got ready to start. We had the grade
5/6 students sit down and we started with self-introductions and explaining why we were there. The
students split into three groups – single jumpers, doubles and large ropes. After 20 minutes we called
the students into a circle and ran some competitions, every winner received a token medal. When all
of the jumping was finished we called the students to sit down again and we talked to them about
their fundraising and provided them with fruit to eat.” – Ricky Huo Year 11 VCAL
On Monday the 26th October Middlemore and Tona visited the Primary school to assist with the
counting of the sponsorship money. The students raised almost $300 for the Heart Foundation.
Mrs Julie Huggins | VCE/VCAL Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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Year 12 Valedictory
Wednesday 21st October was a very busy
day for our staff and Year 12 students. We
started the day with breakfast in the hall,
prepared and served by the staff, at
7:00am. It was a pleasant morning with
opportunity for the students and staff to
chat informally prior to the rest of the day’s
proceedings.
No sooner was the clean-up completed
than we were heading into the PAC to be
entertained by the Year 12s as they
farewelled the student body. The students
did not disappoint with their talented, witty
and well-paced assembly allowing all
students the opportunity to showcase their
talents and be as involved as they chose to
be. The Assembly also included important
formalities with an address by the Principal,
Mr Brett Moore and the School Captains,
Alexandra and Makenna. The Student
Leadership Executive for 2016 was also
appointed. The assembly concluded with a
formal handshake ceremony.
The students, their family and friends and staff reconvened in the evening at Merrimu Receptions for
our Valedictory dinner. Everyone looked fantastic in their formal attire and it was a wonderful evening.
Speeches were made by our Principal and the student leaders, and presentations made to each
student as they leave Ashwood Secondary College for the next phase of their lives.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL FOCUS—VCE/VCAL COORDINATOR

On behalf of the students I would like to thank all of the staff involved in making this last day special. I
wish all of our Year 12 students well as they approach their final assessments and exams and look
forward to hearing what the future holds for each of them.
Mrs Julie Huggins | VCE/VCAL Coordinator

The Year 11 VCAL students are busy completing their Outcomes,
with many projects being undertaken in WRS and PDS, whilst also
completing their individual VET courses.
The VCE students are also finalising their class work and final SACs
and will now be preparing for their upcoming exams. The students
should be making the most of these revision sessions as they are a
fantastic learning opportunity that will enable them to further develop
the skills required for a successful Year 12.
Mrs Julie Huggins | VCE/VCAL Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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In Community in Term 3 the students worked on their major projects. This culminated in their parent
presentations on Wednesday 14th October. On this evening the parents were invited to CLC where the
Year 10 groups had set up their work in a display for the parents to look at and ask questions. This was a
great opportunity for the students to undertake authentic assessment in a real life setting. The parents and
other staff members were suitably impressed with the work the students had completed.
Some of the projects included:





Working in the Permaculture Garden
Setting up of the Rainbow Connection: a support group for people investigating their sexuality
Share the Dignity: providing female hygiene products for homeless women in Melbourne
Cabrini Aged Care: volunteering time to work with the elderly.

Overall the students worked well and learnt a lot. They have submitted written tasks and they will be
assessed and commented on their report.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Engagement , Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Ashwood Secondary College

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS REPORT

Page 10 Parent Newsletter No 5

Cowan House
On behalf of the whole of Cowan House I would like to congratulate the Year 12 students on successfully
completing their studies at Ashwood Secondary College. They have all been active participants in the STAR
Group program and have regularly proven themselves to be great role models for the younger students in the
House. It was fantastic in our last House Assembly to have the opportunity to present certificates to these
students and to have them talk openly about their experiences at the College, their ambitions for the future and
to hear their advice to younger students. A recurring theme in this advice was for younger students to take as
many opportunities that are offered as possible as (while it may not feel like it sometimes!) your time at school
moves by quickly. I would like to wish them all the best in their exams and in their future endeavours.
Congratulations to; Rachael Boyd, Jarryd Bradford, Makenna Cheng, Emily Coe, Tina Liao, Rachael
MacNally, Mario Panago, Lavie Paotama, Ana Tapper, James Wang, Vanessa Wang and Herbert Zhang.
While celebrating the near conclusion of their educational journey the school term rolls on as usual for the
remainder of the students with a wealth of academic, sporting and artistic opportunities available for all students
to become involved in.
It has been pleasing to see so many students put in their nominations for House leadership roles in 2016 and
look forward to participating in the selection process with them. I congratulate them on taking this opportunity
and wish them all the best!
Mr John Sheehan | Cowan House Co-ordinator

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE REPORTS

Flynn House
As the year draws to its conclusion, most students are busy planning for exams and preparing for next year.
Some however are also looking towards what they can give back to the College in terms of applying for
leadership positions in 2016. As always, a large number of Flynn students have put themselves forward to
represent the school, their house and the student body by applying for these positions.
Congratulations go to Mahalia Brooks, who has taken on the position of Student Representative Council
President, and to Nick Guo, who has been appointed International Captain. It is great to see these two young
leaders given the chance to shine next year.
The appointment of new captains also means that the tenure of our 2015 captains is coming to an end.
I would like to congratulate Olli Geddes, Catie Tennant and Simon Leggett who have done an exceptional
job promoting Flynn House and Ashwood Secondary College, and increasing the participation of Flynn House
students to record levels in 2015. With the selection process for the 2016 House Captains underway, our new
candidates have big shoes to fill next year.
Mr Dom Holloway | Flynn House Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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Melba House Report
With exam week approaching soon, it’s hard to believe we are already nearly half way through Term 4. Another
exciting term in Melba House where we said goodbye to our amazing Year 12 students; Joel Angelopoulos,
Natasha Atkins, Aidan Brecko, Claire Buchanan, Matt Cameron, Matthew Dowd, Billie Edmondstone, Nadiir Elahee
Doomun, Ryan Huo, Katelyn Ker, Samuel Lim, Eddie Magyar, Amira Mohammad-Mohany, Georgie Owen, Robert
Ryan, Ivy Yang, and Christina Zheng. We wish them all every success in their future endeavours and their

exams.
Congratulations to the Melba House students who were involved in the Regional Intermediate Boys Hockey and
Girls Junior Hockey. These students include: Andrew Samson-Loxton, Ben Wain, Emma Mahon, and Mandy Yu.
Good Luck to the Year 7 Softball team who will be competing soon in their regional finals. Melba House
students include Julia Thacker, Hinerangi Taylor, Gharaza Kaleem, Erin Cheefers and Lia Cameron.
The Senior Dramatic Performance was successfully held on Tuesday 20 th October and again, Melba House
was well represented by Maddie Ryan, Libby Thacker, Daisy May Creighton, with backstage assistance from
Ben Wain.
Teauroa Taylor was a part of the Athletics team that represented Ashwood Secondary College at the Regional

Athletics Day. Congratulations to all involved as it was a fantastic day.
Now it is time to introduce our Melba House students who were successful in receiving positions of student
leadership for 2016.
Congratulations go to Madeliene Ryan who has been named School Captain (with Hannah Sim from Paterson
House) and Mitch Mahon who has been named Student Representative Council President (with Mahalia Brooks
from Flynn House). We are very proud to have two Melba House students in these prestigious positions.
By now students should be beginning to revise their subjects for the upcoming exams in week 7. Remember
early preparation is the key!

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE REPORTS

Ms Allison Phillips | Melba House Coordinator

Paterson House Report
Although we are winding down towards the end of another school year, Term 4 has still been busy and action
packed with many Paterson House students participating in activities beyond the classroom. I would like to extend
my support to the Year 12s and all those completing Year 12 exams in the coming weeks, and encourage them to
strive for excellence and their personal best. The students of Paterson House join me in congratulating the class of
2015: Luke Quinlivan, Keleni Vea, Madeline Day-Henri, Carly Lau, Victoria Talaina (Peterson Performing Arts
Captain), Luke Tang, Casey Lee, Cameron Ogilvie (Peterson Sports Captain), Emily Perrone, Kate Quinlivan (VCAL
Captain), Simone Webb, Erin Harcourt, Will Jackson, Raziah Rahman and Yiting Wang as they journey into the big
wide world. They have all been fantastic contributors to the school’s community during their time with us at
Ashwood.
In sports news the Intermediate Boys Hockey team worked well as a team at their regional final on 6 th October.
Well done Faris Mesleh, Marcus Millar, Sagar Sareen, Blake Tulau, Norman Babeleh, Steve Cherian and Jacobi Loria.
A big congratulations to the Year 7 Girls Hockey team who came second overall in their regional final on
23rd October. Well done Sarah Kim and Angie Iorlano. Finally, we had two Paterson House students represent the
school in the Zone Athletics day, with Ashleigh Tufuga competing in the 100 metre sprint and Yiannis Doulgerakis
winning his Shot Put event with a fantastic throw of 12.69 metres.
Our students also participated well in performing arts events, including the Senior Dramatic. Showing leadership
and a great contribution to the school and its wider curriculum are Hannah Sim, Hayley Bacic, Mitchell Brown,
Margaret Forsyth, Jacobi Loria and Victoria Talaina, with our supportive tech crew Blake Tulau and new to the team
Marcus Millar.
Ms Brigitte Ferguson | Acting Paterson House Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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On Thursday 15th October the Year 9 students had the opportunity to be involved in the ‘Hero’s Day’
program at Reach in Collingwood. This program is offered to young people and the aim is to make
each young person a Hero by taking them on a journey. Our students were of course involved, and
outspoken. They enjoyed each others company, and contributed to the day in many ways. It was a
pleasure to take the Year 9’s on this excursion as part of their Term 4 learning program for Inquiry.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Engagement , Wellbeing & Transitions Leader Ms Anne Gellatly | Art Teacher

Some words for the students

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

REACH PROGRAM

Reach was an inspiring social activity for young humans and was really uplifting. It helped me a lot by
opening my eyes to my potential and I was brave enough to stand up at the end of the day and speak
of my self worth.
Cam Tricky

Our Year 9 Inquiry class all went on an excursion to Reach located in Collingwood. Reach is a program
that lets young adolescents express their feelings in a nonjudgmental environment so they feel safe
and happy to share their thoughts without hesitations. It was a wonderful experience because we got to
meet new people from different schools, hearing their stories and their experiences was really touching
to me.
Patricia Anchugov

To be honest, I thought the day was going to be boring, but we got to the Reach Dream Factory and
my favourite music started pumping and I instantly immersed into the atmosphere. I thought the
program was fantastic because I learnt that no matter how different everyone seems, we are all the
same and we all have things in our lives that really do affect us even if a certain personality doesn’t
show that. I also learnt to break out of my comfort zone more often and put my dreams in action
starting from now. Students from our and other schools really got to go out of their comfort zone to do
something they wouldn’t normally do, like simply putting their hand up. I loved how some shared really
personal stories and they were really brave for doing that, but even if people didn’t put their hands up
to share something, we all knew that everyone could relate to some topics we talked about. The most
exciting part was when the staff said we’d have a special guest and Will Sparks appeared out of
nowhere, well at least I didn’t see him floating around at lunch break and he shared his story with
everyone. To sum up, I would say that the day was pretty awesome. I hope everyone else enjoyed it as
much as I did.
Jade Lipski

Ashwood Secondary College
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An annual Homestay Survey was conducted recently to help us improve and refine our Homestay Program
at the College.
Ashwood Secondary College has currently 21 homestay families looking after 31 international students in
homestay arrangements. Homestay families vary from looking after 1 student to looking after 3 students
depending on the size of the host family, the size of the house, the number of bedrooms available, toilets
and bathroom facilities and the availability of space. All the 21 homestays completed the survey.
The following questions were asked of homestay hosts in the survey:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How long have homestay hosts been a homestay provider
What initially drew their attention to the Homestay Program at Ashwood Secondary College
What are the most positive and rewarding aspects of hosting an international student at Ashwood
Secondary College
What are some recommendations that homestay hosts would like to make that can assist the College to
improve on its Homestay Program
What comments that Homestay hosts may have regarding the Homestay Program at Ashwood
Secondary College

1. With regards to how long the homestay hosts have been a homestay provider, there are 4 homestays
having less than a year of experience, 3 homestays with 1 year experience, 4 homestays with 1.5 years
experience, 4 homestays with 3 years experience, 1 homestay with 5.5 years experience, 2 homestays with
7 years experience, 2 homestays with 8 years experience and1 homestay with 11 years experience.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

International
Student Program

2. Homestays were asked what initially drew their attention to the Homestay Program at Ashwood
Secondary College – the responses varied:


Advertisement in the local paper – 0 homestay



Publicity in the school newsletters – 1 homestay



Word of mouth – 5 homestays



Recommendation from friends – 10 homestays



Encouragement from College staff members – 5 homestays

3. Homestay hosts were asked for their most positive and rewarding aspects of hosting an international
student at Ashwood Secondary College. The responses varied but most agreed on the following:


Helping students settle in Melbourne and experience life in an Australian family.



Providing warm, family environment for the students and making them feel at home.



Watching students develop and become more confident and happy with their command of English.



Knowing that the hosts have played a part in the students’ social growth



Having a sense of achievement that the hosts have played a part in students’ success in school



Assisting students grow in confidence in a new environment and interacting with local Australians.



Able to communicate with students’ parents overseas and develop friendship with their families.



Learning the culture of the students and the country they come from



Local homestays’ children learning another language, for example, Chinese from international students.



Having well behaved and hardworking international students who become role models for their young
children



Through having international students, the host family get to know the College program as well as
keeping up to date with the Education Department’s policies on schooling.

Ashwood Secondary College
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4. Homestays were asked for recommendations that they would like to make that could assist the College
to improve on its Homestay program. Again the responses varied.
The following recommendations:









Organise Forums for homestay providers to exchange and share ideas and experiences.
More social events with students and homestay parents
Keep communication going between school and the homestay families
International students should have local Australian students as mentors to assist with their adjustment
in the school community
Homestay hosts should be encouraged to communicate more often with students’ parents overseas
regarding students’ studies and welfare
Publication of an International Student Newsletter
Send College newsletters to homestays so that homestays can keep up to date with events
Get students to do more physical exercise by utilising facilities available eg bicycle tracks, walking
tracks, swimming pool, tennis courts. International students spend too much time in their rooms

5. Homestay hosts were invited to provide comments regarding the Homestay Program at Ashwood
Secondary College.
100% of homestays appreciate that the International Student Coordinators have been very supportive and
kept homestay hosts informed of the students’ progress at school. 100% speak highly of the Homestay
Program at Ashwood Secondary College

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

International
Student Program

Conclusion
In general there is a high level of satisfaction with the Homestay Program at Ashwood Secondary
College. Communication between school and homestay is good but could possibly be improved,
especially with Technology now available through SMS and the College Compass program. The
Homestay Program is continuously being refined to ensure that any concerns are adequately
addressed.
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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Year 7 – 11 Exams
Year 12 VCE exams began on October 28 with our students joining about 43,000 other students around
Victoria to undertake the rigorous English exam. Our own formal college examinations for all students in
Years 7 to 11 will take place between 16 – 20 November (Week 7). A special examination timetable has
been distributed via Compass. Students should be pro-active in making sure that they know the format and
expected skills and knowledge for each examination they will have. STAR group teachers and classroom
teachers can all provide advice for effective study and revision strategies.
VCE Commencement Program 2016
The VCE Commencement Program is the week-long VCE orientation program where VCE Year 11
& 12 classes for next year will begin in the last week of Year 10 & 11, immediately after students have
finished their examinations. It is compulsory for our 2016 VCE students to attend their new classes where
they are introduced to the course that lies ahead and begin active learning. Further work is set in each study
over the holidays to ensure that the students have got a head start on their studies and are in the best
position to resume their work as soon as they come back to school in January. Details about the
Commencement Program will be made available shortly.
Booklists for next year
Booklists for 2016 are currently being finalised and will be published and available online by Week 7 of this
term. In some instances, students may be able to purchase secondhand textbooks from current students,
particularly in VCE subjects. Please be careful to ensure you are purchasing the correct edition. With the
introduction of some new study designs in Year 11 and 12 in 2016, many subjects require the purchase of a
new edition text.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Curriculum and Assessment

If you are interested in finding out more about secondhand books, please ask the subject teacher who will be
able to tell you if the same book is being used next year, and whether they know of any secondhand copies
for sale.
Ms Karen Bares | Leading Teacher— Curriculum & Achievement

Ashwood Secondary College
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“You walk through the doors to find an
enormous dragon standing in front of you.
You panic and try to run out the door but
the door is set alight just before you reach
it. What do you do?”

In Year 7 English we are studying the Adventure genre and how books are made. To illustrate our
learning we created a Choose Your Own Adventure story where you are part of the story and you
get to choose your own path, each decision leading to a new path.
We were allowed to choose any topic, crazy, deadly or neutral. We based our story on the Legend
of Camelot. It included many fantasy creatures and many different endings. Each person in the
class made their own multimedia story, working with a partner or on their own, and we all
presented to the class. Everyone chose the option they thought was best but some of them led to
bad endings like you don't win or you get captured and when you get to the end you might be
surprised, disappointed or happy.
Rory Bacic and Stuart Peters Year 7

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English

Rory and Stuart and their wonderful work of fiction

Ashwood Secondary College
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Congratulations to the 2015 Visual Communication And Design Unit 3 & 4 students on completing their major
folios! They have all put in a superb effort over nearly two terms to complete major bodies of work. Their effort
as a group to encourage and inspire each other was fantastic. Final bodies of work ranging from children’s
clothing companies, to crime novelists, to new banking empires demonstrates the creativity within the calls.
The final visual communications represent technical skills in design industries such as graphic design,
architecture, fashion design and industrial design.
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Communication, Design & Technology

Metal masterpieces is a class for any students interested in metalsmithing or jewellery making, allowing us
to create a variety of pieces that all require different skills. For the last month or so, the students have
began working on our Major Assignment. This project requires us to use a variety of skills to make an item
of our own choice. Some of these skills include soldering, annealing, sawing and drilling- skills which we
have been learning through the semester. Whatever we make may be an item that can be used, or one that
is simply for display. Each student has been required to design and draft each of their pieces before
starting them, and many students have been working hard to make great results. Many different pieces are
being made, and there is a large variety of different ideas. From shields and gauntlets, to centrepieces and
spoons, and even to lines of jewellery, this project has truly brought out the creative side of everybody.
Currently, most people are around halfway through their production stage; and with only another two weeks
to go, wish us luck!
By Daisy-May Creighton—4AE Metal Masterpieces

Ashwood Secondary College
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The Art room has been the scene of much activity recently with the submission of the Unit 4 Folios in
the last week of Term 3 and final submission and mounting of work for the Unit 2 Folios last Monday.
The Unit 4 students have been studying previous exams and examiners’ reports from the VCAA
website and have completed three practise exams in class in preparation for their final VCE exam on
November 9th. We wish them well.
Likewise, the Unit 2 students will be revising for their exams in Week 7 which followed closely by the
2016 VCE Prep program.
The VCE artworks will be on display at the Senior Folio Exhibition on Presentation Night 26 th November
and we would welcome parents and friends to attend.
Students in the Stage 1 Cotton Colours Clay class are learning how to mix a range of colours in their Al
Stark style painting while others have begun to create a Cuddly Critter soft toy using hand sewing skills.
The Stage 4 Artistic Design class have completed their printmaking task and are currently working on a
mixed media artwork based on the style of Del-Kathryn Barton or Chris Ofili. They have also researched different ways artists comment on war and conflict in our society including ways reality can be
distorted using artistic techniques to convey the personal and political beliefs of artists including
Picasso, JL David and Mona Hatoum

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Arts

Ms Anne Gellatly | Art Teacher

Year 12 Art 2015
From left: Claire Buchanan, Madeline Day-Henri, Katelyn Ker, Victoria Talaina,
Makenna Cheng and Parry Mourikis. Absent – Erin Harcourt

Ashwood Secondary College
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Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)
Hannah Sim Year 11

Madeline Day-Henri Year 12

Lara Crawford Year 10

Lara Crawford Year 10

Ashwood Secondary College
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Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)
Austinn Collins Year 11

Hannah Sim Year 11

Ashwood Secondary College

Kelly Zhu Year 11

Bomi Lee Year 10 Unit 1 VCE
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The Video Hits class is currently developing a Pitch, Treatment, Script, Storyboard and Shot List for a Music
Video. When these pre-production elements have been completed the groups will then shoot the film footage
(rushes) for their video and then individually edit this footage into music videos. This is the classes Major
Production for the Semester.
Ms Kath Robinson | Media Teacher

On the evening of Thursday the 29th October, the Media Department held the Annual ASC Photography
Exhibition. Students from the Stage 4 Photography class were responsible for organizing and promoting the
event, as a showcase for the work they have undertaken this semester. The organizing committee consisting of
Liam Thursky-Moore, Caitlin Hudson, Kaye Liang, Benjamin Liao and Rachel Fidock did an excellent job
in taking charge of the event.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

VIDEO HITS Stage 2

The event was a great success, with parents, teachers, students and friends gathering to view over 80 photos
from the Photography class, as well as entries from students of all year levels. The entries were judged by
Photography teachers Ms Robinson and Mr Holloway, with a guest judge, photographer Joshua Briffa.
Congratulations go to Kaye Liang (Year 10 - Best Overall, as well as Best Black and White). Other winners
were Nick Guo (Year 11 - Open Category), Mikayla Sutherland (Year 10 - Portrait), Chris Li (Year 11 Landscape), Kevin Mangold (Year 10 - Texture) and Angie Iorlano (Year 7 - People’s Choice). The winning
photos and a select number of excellent works from the Exhibition will soon be displayed around the school,
and can also be seen online at the ASC Photography Blog :
http://8743-ext01.ashwood.vic.edu.au/photography/2015/11/asc-photography-competition-winners-2015/
Mr Dom Holloway | Media Teacher

Best Overall - Kaye Liang Year 10

Ashwood Secondary College

Black and White - Kaye Liang Year 10
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Portrait - Mikayla Sutherland Year 10

Open Category - Nick Guo Year 11

Open Category - Kevin Mangold Year 10
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Landscape - Chris Li Year 7

People’s Choice - Angie Iorlano Year 7
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Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

HEALTH / PE

Deakin University NEArbY Project
Our students have completed their participation in the Deakin University project that aimed to better
understand what features of the neighbourhood environment may promote physical activity and healthy
food choices among adolescents.
Overall, we had 24 students who wore an accelerometer. Our data indicated that on average students
were spending 49 minutes engaged in moderate to vigorous physical activities each day. The national
guidelines for physical activity recommends that children and adolescents spend at least 60 minutes in
moderate to vigorous physical activity every day. With Health and Physical Education week begin held
recently, our data highlights why it is important to be constantly promoting active participation in physical
activities.
Take some time to reflect on your families physical activity levels – is it enough? What more could you be
doing to be active? Some useful links have been provided below about ways you can be active. There is
also a link to the national guidelines for physical activity
National Guidelines
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/pasb
Information on how I can be active
http://www.activemonash.com.au/
https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/our-work/encouraging-regular-physical-activity
Mr Chris Tipping | Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Ashwood Secondary College
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During week 2 (12th-16th October) Staff and students at Ashwood Secondary College participated in
Health and Physical Education Week. It was a fantastic celebration! All those who participated thoroughly
enjoyed all the wonderful activities that promoted active, healthy lifestyles across the whole school.
Events ranged from the hotly contested Down Ball Competition, the Sport Master Quiz and the Nintendo
Wii Tennis Challenge.
The highlight of the week came on Thursday when staff took on the Year 12 students in the intensely
fought Volleyball match. After rocketing to a big lead early with some fine serving and teamwork, the year
12 students got the Sam Stosur’s’ and allowed the teachers to stage a late comeback. With the crowd
pulsating inside our new school gym the game went down to the wire the teachers prevailing 32-31. A big
congratulations to everyone involved and all the best to the Year 12 students who have completed their
schooling!
Overall, the week was an overwhelming success for all involved. See below for the winners list.
Sport Master Quiz Winners:
Student: Sagar Sareen
Staff: Ms Haughey
Down Ball competition:
Adam Tennant
Staff v Student Volleyball Match:
Teachers 32 defeated Year 12 students 31.
Mr Chris Tipping | Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Ashwood Secondary College
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SEPEP: Stage 2 HPE (Get up & Go / The Good Years)
The Students are excited to announce the launch of our SEPEP Netball Tournament running over the
next few weeks. SEPEP or the Sport Education in Physical Education Program, lets students organise
and run a sporting competition. We have formed teams and each student has a role that includes Team
manager, Coach, Umpire, Media manager and Statistician. The students are in charge of organising all
aspects of the tournament. Last week we held training and practice matches against other teams. This
week we begin our first round of matches. Below is the draw for our games.
SEPEP NETBALL DRAW 2015
Team 1: ASC Netty-B
Team 2: MACKGES
Team 3: Tellie Tubbies
Team 4: Minimum Standards
Team 5: The A-Team

Week Number
th

Round 1
Game 1
2v4

Round 2
Game 2

4v5
1v2

Duty: Team 1

Duty: Team 3

3v1

5v1
5v2

5: 5 November
Duty: Team 4
6: 12th November

Round 2
Game 1

3v5

4: 29 October

th

Round 1
Game 2

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)
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3v4
Duty: Team 2

3v2

5v2
4v1

Duty: Team 5

4v3
Duty; Team 1

7: EXAM WEEK
NO CLASS
8: 26th November

4v2

2v1
1v5

Duty: Team 3
9: 3rd December

4v5

Ashwood Secondary College

4v1
3v1

Duty: Team 2
10: FINALS

5v3
Duty: Team 4
2v3
Duty: Team 5

To Be Announced (TBA)
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Junior Girls Hockey Report: Regional Finals
On Friday 23rd October the Year 7 Hockey team travelled to the Hawthorn Malvern Hockey Centre to
compete in the Regional Finals. The girls played very well to be placed second overall for the day.
They narrowly won the first match against Wantirna Secondary College 1-0. Second they drew with
Lilydale High 0-0 in a closely fought match. Finally they played well in the final match and were
commended by the umpires for their efforts and improvement in teamwork over the course of the day.
However, they were defeated by the better team Vermont 2-0 in a relatively close match. Best player on
the day was Shakira Holmes who was fast in her role as defender across the field. Newcomer
Mandy Yu deserved recognition for her excellent skills, as she had never picked up a hockey stick until
earlier in the week demonstrated a natural ability in this sport. A great day was had by all.
Ms Anne Gellatly | Hockey Coach

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

Interschool Sport

Back: Ms Gellatly, Shakira Holmes, Lashaye Walker, Angie Iorlano,
Emma Mahon, Neleesa Weerasekara, Mandy Yu, Jessica Addis Shawyer,
Front: Hayley Price, Lizzie Silk, Leah Packer, Sarah Kim.

Ashwood Secondary College
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Adam Tennant - 800m



Nicole Trifunovic - 800m



Ashleigh Tufuga - 100m



Amy Peters - Javelin



Olivia Musgrave - Javelin



Yiannis Doulgerakis - Discus, Shot Put



Kevin Lee - 1500m walk



Rachel Hull - 1500m



Simon Leggett - 3000m



Zach Miller - Shot Put

Well done to all of the above students who represented Ashwood Secondary College at the Regional
Athletics Sports Carnival on 9th October. A particular congratulations to Yiannis Doulgerakis who won
the 14 year old boys shot put.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)
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Thank you to Ms Lynch who took our athletes out on the day and carried out training sessions.
Ms Allison Phillips | Melba House Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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Last Monday saw the final of the Public Speaking Workshops offered at Ashwood Secondary
College. The program consisted of three sessions designed to develop the skills needed to become
a more accomplished speaker no matter what the occasion: an oral presentation in class, as a
member of a debating team or when having to give a speech to an audience as part of a celebration
or an address to a House Meeting or a General Assembly.
Each workshop focused on one aspect of the three ‘C’s’ of public speaking: Confidence, Content and
Clarity. The facilitator would go over the main points and the students were then given a topic and
time to prepare a speech based on that topic. In Week 1, the students were given some excellent
suggestions on how to appear confident (or how to avoid feeling the opposite!) and then each
student gave a speech on a topic of their choice to the group which was timed. Detailed feedback
was then provided by the facilitator which was overwhelmingly positive.
Week 2 had the focus of ‘Content’: What evidence could be used to support a contention or
argument? What facts, figures or statistics could be relied upon to convince an audience of the
validity of an argument? Again, each student had to prepare and deliver a speech in a limited time
frame. The topic this time was youth wages – for or against? The facilitators were again very
impressed with the quality of the speeches delivered by the participants.
‘Clarity’ was the focus of the final session. When preparing and delivering a speech this time, the
students were asked to structure their speech into an introduction, Argument 1, 2 and 3 followed by a
conclusion when articulating their support or opposition to lowering the voting age. The speeches
were again of a very high standard!
A huge thank you goes to the facilitators who ran the Workshops, Lynne and Naura from Free
Debate and also to Helen Worladge, CHANCES Program Manager Boroondara Cares Foundation.
Each gives their time and expertise gratis and provides fantastic support for our students (including
the delicious pizzas!). ASC cannot thank them enough.
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Congratulations to the students who completed the program: Prim Boonsatdha, Karmela Espina,
Bomi Lee, Nikita Gardiner, Max Cheevers and Milena Apozyan.
Don’t worry if you feel you have ‘missed the boat’ – the program will be offered again next year, in
Term 1 2016
Mr John Bullen | Paterson House STAR Teacher

Ashwood Secondary College
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On Thursday 22nd October 2015, our Physics class headed to a tour of RMIT facilities in
Bundoora for our Flight Investigation study with Mrs. Huggins and Mrs. Gibson. When we got there, we
firstly began our experiment and were taught how to set our model aircraft into the wind tunnel.
Why were we doing this? It was very important to investigate how the plane and the airflow work in
the air/wind tunnel. The calculation of the ratio of the aircraft's lift and drag can show whether the
plane can keep stable enough when it is flying or not. Later we went to the room where there was an
industrial wind tunnel, which can not only test the aircraft but also vehicles.
The RMIT industrial wind tunnel is a very important part of aerodynamic design testing for many
research and development projects as well as many companies. We saw the huge generating fan
and the turning vanes. These investigations will also analyze the noise generated over these
components as well as the total noise generated in the test section using microphones with data
being recorded. It can help researchers to see how effective noise reduction is and better
improvements of airplane design. Then we were taken to see the model vehicle which represented
the RMIT University in the SAE racing car competition last year, and the model they were doing
presently.
We were shown clearly the structure of the car and all the vehicle designers explained how it works
in the competition. It was a really fabulous car and the winning students from our wind tunnel
experiment got to sit in the 2014 car and feel how it works.
All the teachers and students in RMIT were really encouraging and supportive when showing us
around and when presenting their facilities about flight or the car they were really knowledgeable.
We had a very great experience in there and I believe that it will expand and improve our physics
study in this area a lot.
Hannah Chen – Year 11 Physics student

Ashwood Secondary College

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

FLIGHT INVESTIGATION STUDY & TOUR OF RMIT

Page 30 Parent Newsletter No 5

On Tuesday 13th October the Year 10, 11 and 12 students who were a part of the Senior Dramatic
performed their original play, “The Busker”.
It was an interpretive and physical piece of theatre which was accompanied by a sequence of
alternative and lesser known songs. The whole process took around 2 months, beginning with a small
idea by our supportive teacher, Ms Ferguson. We brainstormed and created key plot points and music
to match. Each member of the team was involved in creating, performing, singing, acting or dancing.
This performance was different to any we had previously done, as it was physical and involved next to
no words. This meant that the story had to be told through our actions and was challenging but fun.
Although we were nervous, once the lighting, music and performers came together, it created an
amazing performance that we were all really proud of.
We would like to thank Ben, Blake and Marcus, who although are in younger year levels, took time out
to help us with sound, lighting and backstage. We also love to give a massive thanks to Ms Ferguson
who let explore our own ideas and create something memorable.
Mahalia Brooks and Natalie Lindenmayer

Ashwood Secondary College

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

SENIOR DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE

Page 31 Parent Newsletter No 5

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 2015
Year 10 students undertook work experience during the last week of Term 3. Placements varied and
included work areas such as Dentistry, Law, Hair, Teaching, Automotive, Science, Retail and Hospitality
just to name a few. I have received some student evaluations from employers and the feedback has
been very positive. I congratulate all students for a job well done.
Some employer comments
included, “would not hesitate to hire him tomorrow”, “quality of work was fantastic”, “excellent
compatibility with co-workers”, “pleasant and enthusiastic student”, “showed aptitude in a very big way”.
Thank you to all Year 10 students who completed work experience I know you would have gained many
skills and industry insights during your time on placement. However, instead of hearing this from me let
us hear from some Year 10 students who have kindly volunteered to share their work experience
stories with the school community.

Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor

I completed two weeks work experience at
South Yarra BMW Oakleigh. I chose this
placement because I have always had a keen
interest in this field due to my dad being a
mechanic. Leading up to my placement I felt
nervous because it was something that I had
never done and it was in an area that I had not
visited before. But I was really keen on this role
as I wanted to test out if this was a possible
career path for me. I got up at 5.30am every
morning as I had to be at work by 7.45am.
I arrived 45 minutes early everyday so that I
could show the employer how enthusiastic I was
about this opportunity. I felt pretty tired after the
first couple of days but I pushed through it
because I knew how great this opportunity was.
I completed several tasks whilst on placement. I had my set morning tasks such as washing the mop
bucket, filling rag bins and moping dirty floors. I observed technicians completing work such as brake
replacements, wheel aliments, and engine work and got an opportunity to work on a complicated headlight
change, repair tyre punctures and change tyres on rims. The best part about my time at BMW was being
allowed to replace brakes under the supervision of a qualified staff member. This was a messy job but I
didn’t mind it because I love working with my hands. I was really excited that I could get my hands dirty and
get a ‘hands on’ feel for what it would be like to work as a mechanic. I thoroughly enjoyed my placement as
I learnt lots of new skills.
Work experience was really valuable as it taught me a lot about what ‘work’ can be like but more importantly
what a career as a mechanic would be like. Before doing this placement I wasn’t completely sure if
mechanics was what I wanted to do but now after this experience I am certain that this is the career path for
me. I had lots of fun on this placement and I am happy to report that in recognition for my efforts BMW may
be offering me a school based apprenticeship next year which I am really excited about.
Spencer Washington

Ashwood Secondary College
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I completed my work experience at Monash Aquatic & Recreation Centre. I was interested in this role as
I have always been keen on sports. I was excited and nervous leading up to my placement. Excited
because it was in an area of interest but nervous because I had never worked before and I was going to a
place where I knew no one. However, after the first day these nerves disappeared as I got see how
friendly and welcoming all the staff were towards me.
I was really lucky that my week was planned out really well. I was assigned to certain tasks everyday
which gave me a great overview of the industry and what occupations/job titles where available within the
field. Tuesday I was assigned to the Operations Department where I put together Gym membership packs,
organised the swimming lesson timetables and was asked to prepare a PowerPoint presentation for a
meeting. I was pleased that the employer was impressed with my work because they offered to give me
more PowerPoint work to do. Wednesday was spent in the Gym observing Personal Trainers and helping
them out with their sessions and on Thursday I also got to assist the swimming teacher with her lessons.
The time spent with the PT and Swimming teacher were the highlights of my week. These experiences not
only taught me how to interact with people from different age groups but it also motivated me to finding
part-time work within one of these areas. My week finally ended with time at Reception which involved
greeting clients and working on the till. I can honestly say that the biggest skill I gained from this placement
was improving my communication skills which I know is important for the workforce.
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This was a valuable experience as it opened my eyes to the various jobs that were available within the
sport and recreation industry. Although I am still not exactly sure of my future career path this placement
has given me more industry knowledge which I can now use to help me make decisions about my future.
I went into this role with an open mind, asked lots of questions and showed initiative and I feel that I gained
so many ‘work’ skills which I can now apply to a part-time job.
Nicole Trifunovic

I completed my work experience at Ashburton Greencross Vets.
I chose to do my placement there because I want to be a Vet
Nurse when I leave school. I thought that being able to experience
a day in the life of a ‘Vet Nurse’ would provide me with invaluable
insight on what the role actually involves. The week leading up to
work experience I was feeling nervous and excited at the same
time but I knew that this was what I wanted to do and that I would
benefit a great deal from this experience.
Every morning I went down into the cattery to feed, water and give
the cats fresh litter and I did the same before I left at the end of the
day. I also helped clean out the theatre, which is where all the surgeries took place, do the laundry and make sure that the
needles and syringes in each of the consultation rooms, as well as the
back room, were stocked up. I was excited as I got to see a desexing surgery being done on a male dog, as well as two dental
surgeries. I realised that one sad aspect of this job is putting
animals down. Unfortunately I got to witness two baby ringtail
possums get put down as their mother had been hit by a car and
on their own they would not have survived. Although this was
upsetting my overall experience was very positive. I enjoyed all of
my time at the Vet as it gave me an insight to what goes on in a
clinic and what role Vet Nurses play in this environment.
This placement gave me a clear idea of what it would be like to be a Vet Nurse. It has certainly inspired me
even further to pursue a career within this field. Overall it was a really enjoyable week.
Jamie Boxall

Ashwood Secondary College

‘

Page 33 Parent Newsletter No 5

Daisy-May and I completed work experience at our own
primary school, Amsleigh Park Primary School. We
chose to do this placement because both of us had been
thinking about going into teaching as a career and we
already knew how great of an environment Amsleigh was.
Each day for a week we started at 8:45am and ended our
day at around 3:35pm. Leading up to work experience, we
were both very nervous, not really knowing what was to
come, however a lot of that was eased when we got there
and were immediately welcomed by everyone.
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During the week I completed and helped with many tasks
in different areas of the school. I spent a large amount of
time in the art room, mostly helping to sort student’s
artwork and just look after and assist with any classes that
were held in this room. I spent some time with the preps,
including some class time in art, library, PMP and a visit
from a fire truck. I also ran many errands around the
school and had so much fun doing this.
My favourite activity was maths morning, where I looked after an activity for 3 different groups of grade 3
-6's. Our activity was getting an A4 drawing of a dinosaur with a grid over it and translating each box to
be 1 metre squared which we could then draw in with chalk. We ended up with many huge dinosaurs all
over the basketball court. It was good to see everyone leading and communicating to get the job done
effectively. I also enjoyed supporting kids with various art activities and was excited that I was
encouraged to also create my own art. Another entertaining activity was PMP. This is a program for
preps that is used to help with their motor skills. I was in charge of the station that included jumps on a
trampoline, a tumble on a mat, a pencil roll down a little hill and then a run up and jump over a big soft
block. It was great to see the children’s motor skills develop after each round.
I gained lots of knowledge about what it takes to run a school, as well as gaining administrative skills
such as using a photocopier and the best ways to sort out artwork into the massive folios. From a
teaching perspective I discovered how hard it can be to control a class but also how much fun you can
have whilst teaching. My overall favourite aspect of this placement was getting to know teachers and
students and learning about various educational programs/activities.
Overall this placement definitely met my expectations and was very valuable to me. Whilst I am still not
100% sure if I want to be a teacher, this placement has improved my knowledge of what the role
involves which in turn will be useful for me when making career decisions.
Jessie Kerr
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Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS
I was lucky enough to work with Mrs Kennedy who teaches
performing arts at Amsleigh Park Primary School. Each
day we would have three or four classes of varying year
levels in the performing arts room. After settling in on
Monday and understanding what the preps, Grade 1's and
Grade 2's were doing, I was allowed to run some of their
activities on Tuesday and Thursday. This was an extremely
rewarding as it was a hands-on way for me to learn what it
would be like to run a class as well as being completely and
utterly fun. I also had to do some of the more ‘dreaded’
teacher tasks such as marking tests and sorting worksheets
into folders. I also had one session I was assisting a teacher
in the art room with two of the Grade 1 classes. During this
session I had to sort artwork into folders, hand out artwork to
the students, and clean up the room once a class left.
It was fascinating to see what other teaching jobs were like. Generally about twice a week, Mrs Kennedy
ran an EAL session with two girls in grade 2, helping them to work on their writing. I attended one of
these sessions and found this very interesting. On the Friday, Mrs Kennedy takes a class of grade 3's
each week (as the other teacher of the class is part time). This meant that on the Friday, I got a true
insight into how an individual classroom works. I got to assist with personal reading time, where students
read aloud to me. I was lucky enough to have developed my skills working with children, as well as being
able to work on my organisation and communication skills when working with the teacher. I was very
fascinated by the way that Mrs Kennedy talked to the students; she spoke fairly kindly, but was still able
to discipline them if they have done something wrong. It was rather admirable, honestly. The most
enjoyable aspect of my work experience is rather hard to choose; possibly when I did a percussion story
with the Grade 1's, or maybe when I ran instrument bingo with the grade Prep-2's- or maybe even when
I sat listening to the grade 3-6's all playing the same songs on recorder, over and over again.
There wasn't anything I didn't particularly enjoy; all of the things I did were rewarding and helpful in
showing me what a career in teaching could be like. It opened my eyes even further to a career in primary
teaching, and has made me want to go into that career for sure now. It provided me with a unique chance
to see what the teaching industry is like from the teachers' perspective, and I am so incredibly grateful for
being given the chance to have this experience. Overall, my work experience was extremely valuable and
an experience I will carry with me for a long, long time.
Daisy-May Creighton

We have had a very busy past couple of months within the Careers Department with the Year 12 VTAC
applications and Year 7 – 11 Course Counselling. In the coming weeks as students consolidate their
studies I would encourage them to visit Voula or myself to seek assistance and advice regarding their
career planning and requirements for future studies.
Those students undertaking a VET Course as part of their VCE or VCAL studies in 2016 should ensure
that they have attended the relevant information sessions, as advised at Course Counselling. Any
concerns should be raised with Voula as soon as possible to ensure a smooth transition in 2016.
2016 VCAL students are reminded that they should be actively organising an appropriate work
placement for the year ahead.
Mrs Julie Huggins | VCE/VCAL Coordinator
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details, living arrangements or any longterm absences, please notify the school
to ensure all our records are accurate.

Parent / Community Partnerships

As soon as you are aware of any changes of address, phone numbers, medical

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.
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