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Ashwood Secondary College

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT
VCE Results 2015 – Growing Pride and
Achievement
Over recent years we have seen sustained
improvements in our VCE and destination data. The
2015 data continues to demonstrate the high
academic performance of our students.
The
positives from the data can be summarised in the
following statements:







Median VCE Study Score: 29
Percentage of study scores of 40 and above: 5.2 %
10.5 % of students with ATARs of 90 and above
18% students with ATARs of 80 or above
93% of students applying for tertiary places
Outstanding study scores of 48 for psychology , 47
for English, 45 for Media
 3 students awarded the VCE Baccalaureate
We will continue to provide outstanding support for
the students of the Class of 2015 during their VTAC
change of preference time (which closes Monday 21
December) and their transition to further study or
positive employment with ongoing training.
I
would
like
to
congratulate
Amira
Mohammad-Mohany
on achieving the Dux
Award for 2015 with an
ATAR of 98.35 I spoke
with Amira and her
father and justifiably
they are very proud of
Amira’s achievements.
www.ashwood.vic.edu.au

AD D R E S S : V A N N A M D R IV E . A SH W O O D 3 1 4 7 T E L E PH O N E : 0 3 9 8 0 7 1 3 3 3 F A C SI MI L E : 0 3 9 8 8 8 1 4 4 1
E M A IL : a s hwo o d . s c @ e d um a il. v ic . g o v. a u W EB S I T E : ww w. a s h wo o d . v ic . e d u. a u I SSU E D A TE ; 18 DE CEM BER 2015
N E W S L E T T E R E M A I L E D / AV A I L AB L E O N L I N E W E D N E S D A Y 1 8 D E C E MB E R 2 0 1 5 WEBSITE LINK: http://

Newsletter

2015

Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) 2016 –
Good to GREAT
The 2016 AIP was ratified at the December School
Council meeting and has been sent to the Regional
Office for consideration. The AIP is a continuation of
‘The Path Forward – New Direction at Ashwood’. It
spells some exciting focus areas for 2016 including:





Building practice excellence in leadership
across the school
Excellence in teaching and learning, including
a focus on the use of plain English in curriculum,
assessment and reporting.
Community engagement in learning including
repositioning Ashwood as a High Performing
School based on traditional values and high
academic expectations in the local and broader
community by further developing positive
community relationships and school pride.

Presentation and Awards Ceremony 2015 –
Growing Pride and Achievement
The Presentation and Awards Ceremony on
Thursday 26 November was an outstanding
success. Congratulations to Debra Gibson,
Acting Assistant Principal for her leadership and
enormous contribution in transforming our school
from good to GREAT. Congratulations to all
involved. This edition of the Newsletter will
contain images from our annual celebratory event
that will no doubt make you feel proud to be part
of the Ashwood community.
Enrolments, staffing and Allotments – Valuing
Staff and Building Capacity
The projected enrolment for 2015 is 367 (an increase
of 35 students in total). The workforce arrangements
for 2016 are being finalised. There will be a number of
new staff joining our School Community in 2016.
These new staff members will be introduced in the
first newsletter in 2016.
Staffing – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
The following staff will be finishing up at the school at
the end of this year (in alphabetical order): Sandra
Baker has worked as a teacher of students in Food
Technology; Robbie Boyle has been our School
Chaplain; Devon Coe has worked as a Integration
Aide; Tom Cunningham has worked as an ICT
technician; Jo Denton has worked as a teacher of
students in VCE Biology/Maths and Science; Lisa
Drake has worked as a teacher of students in English
as an Additional Language (EAL) and Humanities/
English; Sue James has worked as a teacher and
PSD Coordinator; Joan Kelly has worked as a teacher
of students in Mathematics; Nicholas Swain has been
a teacher of students in PE and Mathematics; Marg
Szabo has been a teacher of students in EAL;

UPCOMING EVENTS
21 January
27 January
29 January
4 - 6 February
4 - 5 February
9 February
17 February
24 February
2 March
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Alvin Zhang has worked as a multicultural aide. Many
of these staff members I have not had the privilege of
working with. On behalf of our school community, I wish
to congratulate and thank these staff members for their
contribution to the Ashwood SC community and wish
them well for their future prosperity. Our school will
continue to retain, develop and attract quality
practitioners to the school who demonstrate a strong
alignment with the Ashwood CHOIR.

Kwong Lee Dow Scholarship - Growing Pride and
Achievement
Congratulations to Bomi Lee who
has received a prestigious Kwong
Lee Dow Scholarship through the
University of Melbourne for 2016.
The Kwong Lee Dow Scholarship
program is part of building pride and
achievement.

On behalf of the Ashwood Secondary College school
community, I thank these staff members for their
contribution and wish them the best with their careers /
life experiences, health and wellbeing. The following
staff members are on Leave in semester 1, 2016: Vicky
Dernikos, Jo Henriksen, Anna Hopkins, John
Kelepouris, Chrissy Lynch and Janet Wiggins.

Student Scholarships Year 7, 2016 - Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
Recipients for the 2016 Scholarships have been
announced. The Grade 6 students came from the
following three schools in the three respective
scholarship categories:
 Academic Excellence Scholarship: Lily Jekel –
Malvern Valley Primary School
 Leaders and Community Spirit Scholarship:
Jessica Harding – Parkhill Primary School
 Sporting Excellence Scholarship – Sienna Spencer
– Essex Heights Primary School.
Congratulations to these students, their families and
schools.

Architectural and Building Program – Stage 2 –
Growing Pride and Achievement
I have been informed that Phase 2 of the Building
Program is due to commence in late January. Early
work on this building project will involve demolition of
the original Administration building of the school (to
make way for a newly built Senior School Centre) and
part deconstruction of the old hall (to make way for a
multi-million dollar Music and Multimedia Centre). This
is an exciting opportunity for our school.
Examinations Years 7 – 11 – Growing Pride and
Achievement
The rigour of our School’s examination program is
impressive. An important part of VCE performance
involves stamina to withstand the pressures of sitting,
thinking and writing for 3 hours. The examination
program from Year 7 augurs well for the future
successes of our students.
Ashwood Secondary College

Grade 6 Orientation Evening and Day Programs –
Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
It was a pleasure to welcome parents, family members
and new students to our Grade 6 into 7 Orientation
Evening and Day programs on Monday 7 and Tuesday
8 December respectively. The calibre of the group looks
exciting for the future of our school.
Organisational Matters - Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
The following information provides parents with some
key information about getting ready for the 2016
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academic year at Ashwood.
Organisational Matters - Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
The following information provides parents with some
key information about getting ready for the 2016
academic year at Ashwood.


General Office Hours during Christmas Holidays
2015 / 2016

The General Office will be closed on Friday 18
December, 2015.
The General Office will be open from:
9:00am – 3:00pm Tuesday 19 January to Friday 22
January, 2016.

1:45pm – 4:15pm Wednesday 27 January, 2016
1:45pm – 4:15pm Thursday 28 January, 2016
On these days the office staff will be engaged in
professional development activities during the
morning.
The office will then re-open normal hours (8.00am to
4.15pm) from Friday 29 January, 2016.
Uniform Shop
Uniform will be available from Dobsons from Friday 22
January, 2016.
Dobsons
667 Glenferrie Road, HAWTHORN VIC 3122
Phone: 9819 1122 Fax: 9819 2854
Dobsons Normal Opening Hours:
8:30am – 5:30pm Monday – Friday
8:30am – 5:00pm Saturday
Extended Opening Hours:
Sunday 24 January, 2016 10:00am – 4:00pm
Australia Day Tuesday 26 January, 2016 10:00am –
4:00pm.
 Term 1, 2016 – First Day for Students
All students resume on Friday 29 January, 2016. The
first day for students will commence with House
Assemblies. The academic program (normal timetable)
will commence in session 3 (after recess). Next year,
there will be 7 x 45 minute learning sessions per day.
All of these details will be visible in student schedules
on Compass.
 Dates for 2016 - Increasing Positive Parental
and Community Engagement
It is timely to inform parents of the term and curriculum
days for 2016, the first two curriculum days will be taken
at the beginning of the school year. Teachers will
commence on Wednesday 27 January. All students
Year 7 – 12 will commence the 2016 academic year on
Friday 29 January 2016. Term dates for 2016 are:
 Term 1: 29 January to 24 March
 Term 2: 11 April to 24 June
 Term 3: 11 July to 16 September

Ashwood Secondary College

 Term 4: 3 October to 20 December
 Approved Pupil Free Days for 2016
The curriculum days for 2016 are:
 Wednesday 27 January, 2016 – Professional
Learning Day
 Thursday 28 January, 2016 – Professional
Learning Day
 Friday 10 June, 2015 – Report Writing Day
 Wednesday, 10 August 2014 – Curriculum Day
School Yearbook – ‘The Ashwood CHOIR’ 2015 –
Enhancing the Student Culture
The 2015 Yearbook ‘CHOIR’ as a showcase of student
and staff excellence will be available in 2016.
Plenty to Celebrate – Good to GREAT
Thank you for your commitment and support of the
school. Thank you for your contribution to the sound
governance processes at Ashwood. The school has
continued to make significant improvements this year
including:
 ‘The Path Forward – New Direction at Ashwood’


New logo, motto, CHOIR, uniform – lifting the
image of the school in the local community



Good to GREAT – Pillars and Priorities, Vision
and Educational Philosophy



Introduction of the Accelerated Curriculum and
Enrichment (ACE) Program and Student
Scholarships Program



Increased enrolment for 2016



Explicit Instructional Model – Focus on Learning
Intentions



Burgeoning interest in student leadership at the
school



Enormous voluntary effort and support by staff.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Season’s Greetings – Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
2015 has been an extremely rewarding and successful
year – a year of significant improvement and our first
enrolment growth for some time. I would like to pass on
my sincere appreciation to members of the School
community for the high levels of support that you have
provided this year. The spirit around our School is
friendly, welcoming and purposeful, with our energies
focussed on personal and collective wellbeing that is
centred on student achievement and positive futures.
Ashwood students conduct themselves in a mature and
respectful way, which reflects well on themselves, their
families and our School. We wish all members of the
School community a safe, enjoyable and prosperous
holiday period. We look forward to building on our
successes with you in 2016 and beyond. I look forward
to welcoming you back to the Ashwood Secondary
College community in 2016. Best wishes and Christmas
cheers!
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
18 December, 2015
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Presentation Awards Ceremony:
Presentation Awards Ceremony affirms the pillars of a
great
school;
Academic
Excellence,
Sporting
Excellence, Creative Arts and Community Citizenship
and Leadership. This ceremony was an opportunity for
staff, parents, families and friends to come together to
acknowledge
and
celebrate
the
outstanding
achievements of so many Ashwood Secondary College
students. Awards included recognition of academic
excellence; dedication, commitment and perseverance
across all areas of study; exemplary citizenship,
significant contribution to the Ashwood Secondary
College community and generosity towards others.

Return To School 2016:
Whilst we are all anticipating a long and relaxing
summer break, it is important to note arrangements for
the start of the 2016 school year.

Key speakers, Xinjun Liu (College Dux 2014 – ATAR
99.50) and Daizy Mann (College Captain 2011), shared
their tips and insights on how to succeed and the vital
role played by Ashwood Secondary College in guiding
and supporting them through their journey.

Friday 29 January, 2016 - All students (Years 7-12)
return. The day will begin with House assemblies,
followed by STAR Group meetings. Lockers, planners
and timetables will be distributed. Schedules will be
uploaded on Compass by mid January with details of
locations for session

We once again congratulate all the worthy award
recipients and applaud them for their efforts,
determination and success!
Exams:
The Year 7 – 11 exams were held in week 7 of this
term. As has become common practice at Ashwood
Secondary College, students prepared for their exams
with a high level of earnestness and we commend them
on their conduct during each of the sessions which was
exemplary.
The Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority (VCAA)
which manages the Year 12 exams conducted a spot
audit of the VCE Further Mathematics Exam. Their
report states, ‘The school is to be commended on a
very efficient running of the VCE Further Mathematics
Exam 2 Examination’. Such positive feedback has been
further reinforced by the examination supervisors who
commented on how calm, prepared and well informed
our students are regarding exam conduct and protocols.
VCE Commencement Program:
At this time of the year, there is much attention and
nervous anticipation surrounding the Year 12 results.
This serves as a timely reminder that the VCE, Units 3
and 4, is a highly competitive program as student study
scores for individual subjects and the ATAR are
calculated as rankings on a scale.
High performing schools such as Ashwood Secondary
College provide their students with every opportunity to
succeed. The VCE Commencement program is
advantageous in providing students with an early start
to their VCE studies so they begin 2016 ahead of the
competition.
Straight after the completion of their exams, current
Years 10 and 11 students commenced their studies for
next year. They were introduced to the requirements of
each course, began tasks and were apprised of the
homework they need to undertake over the summer
break. It is vital that students complete all set work and
are fully prepared to tackle the demands of VCE in
2016.
Ashwood Secondary College

Friday 22 January, 2016
New uniform available for purchase from Dobsons
Uniform (see page 32 & 33)
Wed 27 January, 2016
Teachers resume but please note that they will be
undertaking a two-day planning and professional
learning program.

Uniform:
Congratulations to the Year 7 class of 2016 who will be
the first year level to wear the new Ashwood Secondary
College uniform. That, however, does not mean that
other students cannot join them!
Though current students will have a three year period to
transition to the new uniform (from the beginning of
2016 to the end of 2018), any replacement items
purchased during that time must comply with the new
uniform requirements. (Please see table on next page).
Existing uniform items should no longer be
purchased.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORT

It is highly recommended that students, as much as
possible, transition their uniform to meet the new
Uniform Policy being introduced in January 2016.
Please be aware that there is a 3 year transition period
to the new uniform but it is highly recommended that
existing students purchase the new uniform. All new
students MUST wear the complete new uniform as
outlined in the Policy. (Please note in 2016 socks must
not be worn with the winter skirt).
Uniform items will be available from 22 January 2016
and can only be purchased at:
Dobsons Uniform
667 Glenferrie Road, HAWTHORN, VIC, 3122
Phone: (03) 9819 1122
Fax: (03) 9819 2854
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!
We would like to wish all members of the Ashwood
Secondary College community – students, families,
friends and staff – a merry Christmas, a safe and
relaxing break and a very happy new year. We look
forward to seeing you in 2016!
Ms Anna Kukuruzovic & Mrs Debra Gibson|
Assistant Principal/Acting Assistant Principal
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Garment Description
Traditional black leather lace up school
shoes.
ASCexisting
ASCexisting

Girls summer dress - Blue and white
checked dress with navy piping on collar,
cuffs and belt.
Girls winter skirt – wool blend tartan.

Guidelines for Wearing
3cm heel maximum. Must be polished.
Refer to Ashwood School Shoe Appendix
featuring approved styles only.
No shorter than 5cm above the top of the
knee when standing.
To be worn with girl’s plain white socks.
No shorter than 5cm above the top of the
knee when standing. To be worn with
opaque plain black tights - non-ribbed
(Denier 40+)

REPLACEMENT ITEM
SAME

New summer dress with white collar
New style Ashwood School tartan
skirt

ASC

Girls Navy pants

New Grey Trousers with school names

ASC existing

White Polo Shirt with AC logo or plain
White Polo Shirt.

ASC existing

Navy V-necked jumper or Royal Blue
V – Necked jumper with/or without AC
logo

ASC existing

Rugby Jumper – navy blue with yellow
and white stripes and Ashwood College logo

New Ashwood short/long sleeve
business shirt with school name/logo
on pocket or Fitted Business Shirt
long sleeve
New Ashwood jumper with school
name/logo (French Navy with Royal
Blue Trim Year 11/12, Royal Blue with
French Navy Trim Year 7-10)
Replaced with V necked jumper and
Blazer

ASC –
existing

White crew socks

ASC –
existing

Ashwood College long sleeve polo
shirt with/or without logo.

ASC –
existing

Navy or black tights (no socks with
stockings)

ASC –
existing
ASC –
existing
ASC –
existing
ASC –
existing

Scarves plain navy or black (optional)

May be worn with summer dress or winter
skirt

Traditional folded plain white socks, must
cover the ankle and show at least 15cam
above the shoe line (no anklet socks)

New Ashwood short/long sleeve shirt
with school name/logo on pocket
To be worn with winter skirt only – no
socks to be worn with winter skirt, tights
not to be worn with summer dress

Navy opaque tights only – must be 70
denier

School Kea jacket

Official School Scarf French navy blue
for Yr 7 – 12 with school logo/name
Replaced by school Blazer

Grey boys school pants

Grey trouser with school name

Grey boys shorts

Grey shorts with school name

Grey or white crew socks

No ankle socks

Navy school bag (optional)
Navy baseball style, no logo
ASC –
existing
ASC –
existing

White socks with summer dress only

Gold polo shirt with/or without Ashwood
College logo
House polo shirt
Navy short
Tracksuit pants (optional) plain blue,
no logos or stripes.

ASC –
existing

College rugby top (optional)

ASC –
existing

College Kea jacket

Must be ‘standard style’ tracksuit pants (no
leggings, ‘genie’ or ‘fisherman’ style pants)

Grey socks for under trousers or with
shorts, White socks with school dress
must be 15cm above the shoe line.
Official School bag with school name/
logo
School cap with name/logo
New navy school PE shirt with logo/
name
New navy PE sublimated sports polo
with logo/name
School PE navy micro-fibre shorts with
name/logo
School tracksuit pants with name logo

White crew socks

School Dtech jacket with name/logo.
May be worn without track pants. Only
to be worn as part of PE uniform.
School Dtech jacket with school name/
logo to be worn as part of PE uniform.
Raincoat with school name/logo, to be
worn in wet weather only
White sports socks for PE

PE Shoes must be standard sporting
runners, no slip-ons or ‘volley style’
shoes

Must have non-marking soles. There is
no specified gym shoe style, but no slipons or canvass casual styles.

Ashwood Secondary College

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORT
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The year has ended for our Senior students with the 2016 VCAL and VCE students completing their
preparatory program at the end of November. These students should be ensuring that they are
completing the necessary tasks in preparation for the year ahead. I would also like to remind the VCE
students to check that they are purchasing the correct edition of any text books as many courses are
changing in 2016 and older versions of texts books will not be applicable.
Our Year 12 students have recently received their final results and I commend them all on their efforts
this year and wish them the best for the future.
Finally a reminder to all 2016 Year 11 and Year 12 students that forms and payment for their camps are
required. These camps take place in the second week of term 1 and it is expected that all students will
attend.
I would like to wish all students and families a Merry Christmas and hope that all come back relaxed and
prepared for the year ahead.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

Congratulations to the SRC Representatives of 2016

Elena Doulg-

Laura Gibbs-Brown

Neleesa Weerasekara

Mandy Kha

Mahalia Brooks

Yiannis Doulgerakis

Chloe Allen

Daisy-May Creighton

Nicole Trifunovic

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL FOCUS—VCE/VCAL COORDINATOR

Mitchel Mahon

SRC Presidents
Ashwood Secondary College
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While the holidays are almost upon us the students in Years 7-10 have been working away very hard across
all subjects. The students have written their way through their exams and then had 2 solid weeks of learning
time after this.
The Year 9 students have participated in a ‘Respectful Relationships’ course in Inquiry. In this course they
looked at many different issues facing young people in todays’ society. The groups were gendered as there
are different issues that face both girls and boys. Overall this was a worthwhile experience – the student shave
provided us with valuable feedback and the program will be refined for 2016 before implemented again.
The Year 10 community students finished the year with another mini project where they organised a ‘Make
Ashwood Well Week’ where they provided wellness activities at lunchtimes for the rest of the school. This was
a great opportunity for them to engage with younger students and make a difference in peoples lives other
than their own.
The Student Leadership Executive (Hannah Sim, Maddy Ryan, Centauri Hirt, Nick Guo, Mitchel Mahon
and Mahalia Brooks) have been off at a Halogen National Young Leaders day where they have been
inspired to come up with a training plan for the incoming Student Leadership Cabinet. The theme of ‘One Bite
at a Time’ has been launched into and will be the motto of the team for 2016. This will hopefully inspire all
students at Ashwood Secondary College to know that the easiest way to conquer large tasks is by eating it
one bite at a time. In Term 1 of 2016 there will be a detailed report about the leadership plan for 2016 and
different ways that all students can get involved.
The orientation day was a huge success and one of the main reasons for the success is that willingness to
help from the current students. We had volunteers from most year levels wanting to make sure that the new
Year 7’s felt welcomed here at our great school community. The new Year 7 students had a great day with a
range of different activities from P.E to Food Technology and Performing Arts. Congratulations to all the
students that helped out on the day and a heartfelt thank you for being part of a successful day.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS REPORT

A huge thank-you to all of the students and staff here at Ashwood Secondary College for a wonderful 2015.
I am looking forward to working with the school community in 2016
Ms Shelley Haughey | Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Instrumental forms for 2016 are available from the General Office. Any enquiries can
be made to Felicia Mundell (Music Coordinator).
Instruments : Drums, guitar, keyboard, brass, woodwind, violin and singing.

TEL : 9807 1333

Ashwood Secondary College

Email : ashwood.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Cowan House
We are at the end of what has been another busy and productive year and students are no doubt looking
forward to a well-earned break over the holiday season. Firstly, I would like to congratulate all those students
who nominated for Cowan House leadership positions in 2016. Having put in their written applications, a formal
interview process was conducted with the Assistant Principal, a Student Leadership representative and myself
as House Coordinator. It was great to hear students talk openly about their achievements, why they wanted the
position and how they hoped to make the House culture stronger in 2016. After this process the following
Cowan students were selected as leaders in 2016 and I congratulate and look forward to working with them
next year;

Co-Captain
Kevin Lee

House Captain
Rachel Hull

At the recent College Presentation Evening it was extremely pleasing to see the large number of Cowan House
students receiving awards in recognition of their hard work throughout the year. I would like to congratulate the
following students on their awards this year;
Year 9 Academic Endeavour: Zhenyue Zhang, Year 9 Academic Excellence: Kevin Lee, Year 12 VCAL
Academic Endeavour: Mario Panago, Year 11 Subject Awards for 1 subject: Imran Reedznan Laxana
Year 11 Subject Awards for 2 subjects: Natalie Lindenmayer, Kelly Zhu, Michelle Zhang, Year 12 Study
Awards (3 VCAL Awards): Rachael MacNally, Year 12 Study Awards: 5 Awards: Herbert Zhang, VCAL
Overall Excellence Award: Rachael MacNally, State Championship Representative-Fencing: Luka Khattab,
Neighbourhood Watch Award: Amy Peters, Neil Burgess Award for Academic and Sporting Endeavour:
Rachel Hull, Vicki Howard Award for Outstanding Achievement in Science: Herbert Zhang, Deans Art Prize for
Outstanding Artist Year 11: Kelly Zhu, 2015 Deans Art Prize for Outstanding Artist Year 12: Makenna Cheng,
Audrey Healey Rotary Award for Outstanding Achievement in Music: Georgia Roberton, Kwong Lee Dow
Young Scholars Program: Bomi Lee, John Currie Citizenship Award Nominee: Kevin Lee,

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE REPORTS

I would also like to congratulate the following Cowan students for earning a high level of House points through a
range of activities this year;
Over 50 Points:
Jessica Addis-Shawyer
Makenna Cheng
Rachel Hull
Jessie Hull
Luka Khattab
Bomi Lee
Amy Peters

54 points
50 points
79 points
78 points
58 points
85 points
70 points

Over 100 Points:
Kevin Lee
Olivia Musgrave

113 points
112 points

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Cowan House STAR teachers for their hard work and
dedication to the students; Ms Janet Wiggins, Ms Christine Lynch and Ms Shelley Haughey. I would like
also to wish all students and their families a happy holiday season and I look forward to seeing you all back at
the College next year, refreshed and ready for a big 2016. Go Cowan House!!
Mr John Sheehan | Cowan House Co-ordinator

Ashwood Secondary College

‘
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Flynn House
Flynn has had a successful 2015, and I’m proud to congratulate all students on the effort and participation that
has lead Flynn to win the House Points Shield this year. It has been particularly encouraging to see that our
leading year level in accumulating house points has been our year sevens, which bodes well for future
success!
I’d like to congratulate those students who achieved their goals in terms of house points achieved, and I know
many students who were really pleased with their final tally. I’d like to congratulate Nicole Trifunovic,
Shakira Holmes and Adam Tennant on achieving over 100 points each for their house, and Chelsea
Dunstan, Xander Morgan, Chloe Allen, Charlie Brown, Mahalia Brooks, Mandy Kha, Will Brooks, Chris
Li, Mozghan Shekibi, Kathryn Costa, Neleesa Weerasakara, Leah Packer, Jay Zhang, Sophie Ellis and
Catie Tennant for achieving over 50 points. The students participated in celebratory party in the final STAR
group of the year to celebrate the House’s success, and I have challenged each student to continue giving
their all and achieve the same high standards in 2016.
It has been a pleasure and a considerable challenge to select the 2016 House Captains from a wide range
highly motivated and talented applicants. Selected to be House Captain was Lachlan Pior. Lachlan has
shown excellence in the artistic field, already having completed Year 12 VCD this year, and is a keen
sportsman. Supporting Lachlan will be Co-Captain Chelsea Dunstan. Chelsea has demonstrated her
enthusiasm to get the most out of every opportunity the College presents, by participating in a wide range of
activities from debating to sport to being on the school’s Interact Committee. I look forward to Lachlan and
Chelsea taking Flynn House forward in 2016, knowing that they have an able group of students who applied
for the positions behind them.
I would also like to congratulate Mahalia Brooks, Nicole Trifunovic, Mandy Kha, Chloe Allen and Neleesa
Weerasakara for achieving position on the Student Representative Council. These students exemplify the
best qualities of our house and our school, and I am confident they will represent the students from their year
levels with diligence and accomplishment.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE REPORTS

Finally, I would like to thanks the Flynn House STAR teachers Debra Gibson, Anne Gellatly, Brigitte
Ferguson, Dolores Briffa and Alistair Rayner for the outstanding support, guidance and leadership they
have conferred to the Flynn House community.
I wish all staff, parents and students a happy and safe holiday and look forward to seeing everyone refreshed
and ready for the challenge of 2016.
Mr Dom Holloway | Flynn House Coordinator

Co-Captain
Chelsea Dunstan

House Captain
Lachlan Pior

Ashwood Secondary College

‘
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Melba House Report
As the school year draws to a close for 2015, I would like to thank all Melba House students, parents and
teachers who have made this year a successful one. Our STAR group teachers, Ms Robinson, Ms Preston and
Ms Bares have been an integral part of the learning and welfare of all Melba House students. I wish them a
wonderful Christmas holiday.
Thank you to our 2015 House Captains:
Academic Captain: Vivian Yang
Sports Captain: Mayra Kelly
Arts Captains: Simon Lim and Daisy-May Creighton.
Your contributions to Melba House this year have been invaluable.
I would like to congratulate our 2016 House and Co-Captains:

House Captain
Libby Thacker

Co-Captain
Alan Martin

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE REPORTS

Congratulations on your appointment Libby and Alan, I look forward to working with you both to maintain and
improve our wonderful House Spirit.
Congratulations to Daisy-May Creighton who has been SRC Rep –Year 11
Thank you to all students who applied for leadership positions within Melba House. You should all be proud of
your applications and interviews.
Congratulations to the following students who achieved awards at our Presentation Evening:
Michael Watts: Year 10 Academic Endeavour Award, Precision Plating Award for Metalwork
Raffee Vijdani: Year 11 VCE Academic Award, 2015 Dean’s Art Prize for Outstanding Graphic Design
Ryan Huo: Year 12 VCE Academic Awards
Daisy-May Creighton: Theatre Studies Award, Nominee for Spirit of Ashwood Award
Katelyn Ker: Visual Communication Design Award, 2015 Dean’s Art Prize for Outstanding Graphic Design Year 12
Amira Mohany: Biology, English, and Psychology
Hannah Chen: International Student of the Year
Mayra Kelly: John Currie Nominee for Melba House
State Championship Representatives:
Alan Martin – Table Tennis
Simon Lim – Gymnastics
Congratulations to Mayra Kelly (Year 9) who earned the highest house points for our house, followed by
Amira Mahony (Year 12) and Marcus Piattella (Year 10)
Lastly I would like to wish all students and parents a wonderful Christmas and a safe new year. See you in 2016!
Ms Allison Phillips | Melba House Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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Paterson House Report
It has been a great year for Paterson House students. Although we missed out on the coveted House Shield by
one place this year, all the staff, parents and students are proud of the achievements made throughout 2015.
The end of year concert proved to be full of fun and big on blue participants. Some highlights were Rory Bacic of
Year 7 singing a solo. He wowed crowds with his velvet tone and engaging lyrics, singing “I need a dollar.” Other
stand out performers were Jacobi Loria and Mitchell Brown who emceed the night as well we performed to their
strengths.
After a rigorous selection process, we would like to congratulate Hayley Bacic and Jacobi Loria on their new
appointments to House Captain and Co-Captain respectively. Congratulations to all those who applied, there were
many high calibre candidates.
We ended the year with the Presentation and Awards Ceremony, of which Hannah Sim was a stand out recipient;
she took away subject awards, Year 11 Dux, Debating Champion Award, English Competition Award and the Spirit
of Ashwood Award. Other recipients were: George Tziafas: Year 7 Academic Endeavour. Yiannis Doulgerakis:
Year 8 Academic Endeavour, Peter Rice Memorial Award and nominee for the John Currie Award. Sarah Kim:
Year 7 Academic Excellence and nominee for the Spirit of Ashwood Award. Jacobi Loria: Thespis Award.
Connie Hulsen: Lions Club Community Service Award. Mitchell Brown: Bert Healy Rotary Music Encouragement
Award.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents and students for their support in 2015, both towards
myself, Ms Vicki Dernikos and the school. We wish you a Merry Christmas and safe and happy new year.
Ms Brigitte Ferguson | Acting Paterson House Coordinator

House Captain
Hayley Bacic

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE REPORTS

Co-Captain
Jacobi Loria

Some of the Paterson students after the
End of Year Concert.

Ashwood Secondary College

Page 11 Parent Newsletter No 6

On the 30th October Ms Robinson, Mrs Wiggins and “Take a Break” food class were given the
opportunity to visit the Langham Hotel in the City. This excursion was to give the students an insight
into how a “5 Star Hotel” operates on a large scale. It was the week before the Melbourne Cup and the
hotel was extremely busy with a lot of the clientele flying in from many overseas countries for the
racing festivities. The students were given a guided tour and explanation of the main areas of the Hotel
Lobby, Front Office, Kitchens, Delivery landing, Storage areas, Langham Hotel Club room, Health
Club, Day Spa, several bedrooms, Club Terrace Room, Pool and Sundeck. It was very interesting
viewing the workings behind the scenes of this lovely hotel. After the tour we then had the pleasure of
having lunch in the Melba Restaurant. This restaurant contains a Buffet and a-la-carte dining room.
There were so many different dishes to choose from – roasts, curries, stir-fries, sushi, seafood and the
desserts were magnificent. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the experience especially the eating part. We
all left feeling the opportunity was well worth it and comes highly recommended by our Year 10
students.
Ms Janet Wiggins | Food Technology Teacher

Ashwood Secondary College
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Year 7-10 Awards for Academic Endeavour:
Year 7 Academic Endeavour: Haley Price
George Tziafas
Year 8 Academic Endeavour: Chloe Allen
Ioannis (Yiannis) Doulgerakis
Year 9 Academic Endeavour: Natalie (Tali) Morgan
Zhenyue Zhang
Year 10 Academic Endeavour: Nicole Trifunovic,
Michael Watts
Year 7-10 Awards for Academic Excellence:
Year 7 Academic Excellence: Sarah Kim
Alexander (Xander) Morgan
Year 8 Academic Excellence: Emma Huang
Bardia Zarrinnam
Year 9 Academic Excellence: Yunyao (Elsa) Liang
Dong Hun (Kevin) Lee
Year 10 Academic Excellence: Zhiqi (Rachel) Zhang
Sagar Sareen
Year 11 & 12 Awards for Academic Endeavour:
Year 11 VCAL: Gill Lu
Year 11 VCE: Mahalia Brooks, Raffee Vijdani
Year 12 VCAL: Mario Panago
Year 12 VCE: Nicky Giannopoulos, Ryan Huo
Year 11 Subject Awards:
VCAL Literacy: Gill Lu
VCAL Work Related Studies: Gill Lu
VCAL Personal Development Studies: Bronwyn Cornell
VCAL Numeracy: Bronwyn Cornell
One Subject:
Biology: Mozhgan Shekibi
English Additional Language: Imran Reedznan Laxana
General Mathematics Advance: Zhiqi (Rachel) Zhang
History: Oliver Geddes
Media Studies: Jackson Andrews
Physics: Han (Hannah) Chen
Theatre Studies: Daisy-May Creighton
Two Subjects:
Art: Hannah Sim
Business Management: Hannah Sim
Accounting: Roheet Malhotra
General Mathematics (Further): Roheet Malhotra
English: Kathryn Costa
Legal Studies: Kathryn Costa
Food Technology: Natalie Lindenmayer
Health & Human Development: Natalie Lindenmayer
Chemistry: Wei (Michelle) Zhang
Mathematical Methods: Wei (Michelle) Zhang
Psychology: Ke Xin (Kelly) Zhu
Visual Communication Design: Ke Xin (Kelly) Zhu
Year 12 Study Awards:
VCAL Literacy: Rachael MacNally
VCAL Numeracy: Rachael MacNally
VCAL Work Related Studies: Rachael MacNally
VCAL Personal Development Studies: Simone Webb

Ashwood Secondary College

One Study:
Art: Paraskevas (Parry) Mourikis
Health & Human Development: Sophie Chapman
History:
Nicky Giannopoulos
Theatre Studies:
Hannah Sim
Visual Communication Design: Katelyn Ker

Growing Pride and Achievement

PRESENTATION AWARDS CEREMONY 2015

Two Studies:
Accounting:
Business Management:
Further Mathematics:
Media Studies:

Sorinette Ngeth
Sorinette Ngeth
Kate Dalton
Kate Dalton

Three Studies:
Biology:
Amira Mohany
English:
Amira Mohany
Psychology: Amira Mohany
Five Studies:
Chemistry: Zhenhai (Herbert) Zhang
English Additional Language: Zhenhai (Herbert) Zhang
Mathematical Methods: Zhenhai (Herbert) Zhang
Physics: Zhenhai (Herbert) Zhang
Specialist Mathematics: Zhenhai (Herbert) Zhang
VCAL Overall Excellence Award:
Rachael MacNally
International Student of the Year Award:
Han (Hannah) Chen
Year 11 Dux: Hannah Sim
Ashwood Secondary College Dux – 2014:
Xinjun Liu
State Championship Representatives 2015:
Alan Martin (Table Tennis)
Ioannis (Yiannis) Doulgerakis (Shotput)
Simon Lim (Gymnastics)
Catriona (Catie) Tennant (Calisthenics)
Luka Khattab (Fencing)

Page 13 Parent Newsletter No 6

Neighbourhood Watch Awards:
Shakira Holmes
Amy Peters

Caltex Best All-Rounder:
Kate Quinlivan

Peter Rice Memorial Award:
Ioannis (Yiannis) Doulgerakis

Nominees:
Cowan
Flynn
Melba
Paterson

Neil Burgess Award: Rachel Hull
Vicki Howard Award: Zhenhai (Herbert) Zhang

John Currie Award:
Dong Hun (Kevin) Lee
Nicole Trifunovic
Mayra Kelly
Ioannis (Yiannis) Doulgerakis

Link Achievement Award: Bronwyn Cornell

Awarded to:
Nicole Trifunovic

Thespis Award for Outstanding Contribution to
Dramatic Arts: Jacobi Loria

House Champion Trophy: Flynn House

2015 Deans Art Prize for Outstanding Artist
(Stage 4): Nicole Trifunovic
2015 Deans Art Prize for Outstanding Artist
Year 11: Ke Xin (Kelly) Zhu

Growing Pride and Achievement

PRESENTATION AWARDS CEREMONY 2015

2015 Deans Art Prize for Outstanding Graphic
Design Year 11: Raffee Vijdani
2015 Deans Art Prize for Outstanding Artist
Year 12: Makenna Cheng
2015 Deans Art Prize for Outstanding Graphic
Design Year 12: Katelyn Ker
Precision Plating Award: Michael Watts
Lions Club Community Service Award:
Connie Hulsen
Chadstone/East Malvern Rotary Club Award for
Excellence in the Visual Arts:
Paraskevas (Parry) Mourikis
Audrey Healy Rotary Award for Outstanding
Achievement in Music: Georgia Roberton
Bert Healy Rotary Music Encouragement Award:
Mitchell Brown
Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars Program:
Bomi Lee
UNSW English Competition Principal’s Award:
Hannah Sim
Commonwealth Bank Maths Competition:
Valentina Zheng - Year 11
Ethan Pior - Year 7
Debating Champion: Hannah Sim
Spirit of Ashwood Award:
Nominees:
Year 7
Sarah Kim
Year 8
Maxine Stathakopoulos
Year 9
Mandy Kha
Year 10
Daisy-May Creighton
Year 11
Hannah Sim
Year 12
Sophie Chapman
Awarded to:
Hannah Sim

Ashwood Secondary College

Page 14 Parent Newsletter No 6

THE URBAN CAFÉ – END OF YEAR CONCERT
This year the Concert was devised around the Melbourne Café Culture with the invention of our very
own Urban Café. Our café managers Mitchell Brown and Jacobi Loria made sure our patrons were
in good hands with our waitresses ready to serve up the coffee.
The program was divided into 3 parts: the early morning breakfast shift, the busy lunch hour followed
by the open mic night where parents joined the performers to be seated in the cafe. Musical items,
dance routines and acting skits all played a role in bringing the café to life, along with a bright red
espresso machine and an oversized teapot.
Congratulations to all our performers, the sound and lighting crew and the Instrumental Staff who
worked very hard during the weeks leading up to this event. Special thanks to David Loria for his
appearance as our early morning cyclist and Luis Leiva Caceres our talented international guest
guitarist at the open mic night. Thanks also to Janet Wiggins and Co. for providing the café
refreshments.
The students certainly enjoyed creating the Urban Café and we hope you enjoyed the café experience
and atmosphere.
Ms Felica Mundell | Music Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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THE URBAN CAFÉ – END OF YEAR CONCERT
“I would really like to congratulate all of the performers who took part in the End of
Year Concert. It was great to see how far everyone has come since the Acoustic
Night at the start of the year”
Kathleen Harding Year 9

“It was a great experience being in our first concert at Ashwood.
We both participated in several items and had lots of fun”
Sarah Lobbe and Rory Bacic Year 7

“With the performers’ parents sitting at the tables during the open mic nights,
there was a very relaxed and enjoyable feeling”
Daisy-May Creighton Year 10

Ashwood Secondary College
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On the week beginning the 30th November the school’s
leadership students from Years 7 to 9 attended Bogong
Outdoor Education Centre located in Bogong Village. The
kids had a great time participating in a stack of challenging
activities that tested their teamwork, ingenuity, stamina and
resilience.
The activities began the moment we arrived at the camp,
starting with an orientation activity with Bogong leaders. As
we had arrived a little on the late side, this was followed by
an early dinner and then the students collected their gear to
pack for a camp out on the following night.
The second day began at 7 with room clean-up, a brisk
walk to the dam followed by breakfast. This was followed by
an introduction to rogaining and then a lesson in compass
use. That afternoon it poured with rain as we headed off in
buses to our camp sites on the high plains of Falls Creek (the students were split into two groups) where we all
pitched tents for the night. After this my group went for a hike up to one of the peaks – known locally as Jack’s
peak. We then scrambled up, over and around the rocks at the top and then went into some cave networks on the
rocky knoll.
Back at camp after our climb, the kids cooked their dinners on small trangia stoves and then we all went for a drive
up to the peak beyond the dam to see the sunset. When we got back to our campsite at twilight the kids tried
desperately to light a fire but to no avail so instead, cold and a little tired, everyone headed to their tents for an early
night.
5am…. Snow!!!! Yep we all woke to a 1cm blanket of snow
on the ground and it was a very cold start to the day,
especially packing up frozen tents. By 11 am, however, the
sun was out and we were all stripping down as we began
our rogaining activity for the day across the high plains.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)
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Mr Rayner’s group got to base first at around 2pm and I
have to admit my group got a little off track which meant a
long walk for my team to get back to base well after 3.
Back at Bogong everyone was very happy to wash their gear
and hang out their tents to dry quickly so they could all head
off for hot showers. That night we watched a cool Norwegian
film called ‘North of the Sun’. Everyone collapsed into their
beds at 9.30
The next day was spent Pioneering and Rock-climbing. My
group started off with Pioneering in the morning. This activity
involved the kids building a bridge across one of the local
rivers and then crossing it. The kids worked incredibly well
as a team to build their structure as did Mr Rayner’s group
when they did the same activity in the afternoon. In the
afternoon, my group then rock climbed and abseiled.
That night, after a yummy dinner (the food was great on
camp) everyone returned the gear they had in their rooms;
coats, day packs, wet weather pants and water bottles. We
all then rolled up our dried tents and sleeping gear. When
this was finished we did a reflective activity with the entire
group looking back at the environmental things the group
had learnt on camp.
Our final morning at Bogong was spent cleaning up our rooms and the common areas. Also, one of our students
Laura Gibbs Brown spoke on the local radio station about her week on camp. We all then had a final session with
our Bogong leaders and said our farewells for the long bus ride home.
Overall, everyone had a great time and we were all suitably exhausted when we got home. A sure sign we’d had a
busy and fun week.
Ms Kath Robinson | Media/English/Humanities Teacher Mr Alistair Rayner | French/English/Humanities Teacher

Ashwood Secondary College
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The International Students at Ashwood Secondary College have participated actively in the various extra
school curriculum activities this year. We believe strongly in encouraging our students to be involved fully in
all school programs and events so that they can develop new experiences and skills outside the classroom.
At the start of Term One, all the Year 11 students went to the Year 11 Sydney Camp and had a great time
mixing in with the local students. The Year 12 international students enjoyed their time at the Year 12
Study Retreat at Deakin University.
In Term 2, the Year 9 and Year 10 students had a choice of going to Tasmania or the Gilwell Park Camp.
They had a wonderful time learning outdoor skills and team work.
Our students performed well in many of the school activities and events.
Sieena Shi and Hannah Chen participated in the swimming carnival in February and won a number of
swimming awards.
In the House Performance, Rochelle Jiao displayed her musical talents playing the flute. Mandy Yu of
Year 7 entertained the audience with her piano piece for the End of the Year Concert.
In the recent Photography Competition, Kaye Liang of Year 10 won the best overall photography prize as
well as the Best Black and White Photography.
At the End of the Year Award Presentation, we were very proud to see the following students receiving
best academic awards:

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

International
Student Program

Bardia Zarriman Year 8 Academic Excellence award
Rachel Zheng

Year 10 Academic Excellence award

Hannah Chen

Highest level of academic achievement in Physics

Michelle Zhang

Highest level of academic achievement in Chemistry and the Maths Method

Valentina Zheng High distinction in the Commonwealth Bank Maths Competition
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Jiamming Qu for his committed leadership as the
International Student Captain for 2015.
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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VCE Commencement Program 2016
The VCE Commencement program was completed successfully by the 2016 VCE Year 11 and 12
students in the last week of November. Each class had a full week’s learning in their new subjects as they
negotiated the demands of their studies and began their coursework. Further work was set in each study
to be completed over the holidays to ensure that the students are in the best position to resume their work
as soon as they come back to school in January. All VCE students should now be aware of the books and
equipment required for their VCE studies, as well as the nature and location of the homework that has
been set. If students missed classes or are unsure of the requirements, they are strongly encouraged to
contact their VCE subject teachers via email as soon as possible and check MOODLE for information
about the work covered during the Commencement Program as well as the homework.
Booklists and Equipment 2016
Booklists for 2016 have been finalised and families can now order books and equipment online via the
Link Educational Supplies website or in person directly from the Link Educational Supplies shop. If you
would like to order your books online, the website is located at: http://linkeducational.com.au/ and you will
need to enter the SCHOOL CODE, password and Year Level which are printed on the booklist. Please
note, if students are in any year level between 7 – 10, you will need to select YEARS 7 – 10 (not your
child’s year level.) Similarly, for students in VCE, you will need to select VCE, rather than Year 11 or 12.
If you have any trouble with this, please contact Link directly and they will be able to provide you with
support. If you would like to order directly from the store in person, the address is: 341 Waverley Road,
Mt Waverley, just near Stephensons Road. The phone number is 9807 5422.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)
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Specific Booklist Advice for new Year 7 (2016) parents
In Semester 1, your child will be part of the Year 7 Transition Program. The books and equipment you
need for first semester only are listed at the beginning of each subject area in the Year 7 – 10 booklist.
For example, under the heading of ARTS AND TECHONOLOGY, the Year 7 Art and Technology
(Semester 1) books are listed first. Here is a list of the subjects Year 7 students will be studying in
Semester 1 and the page of the booklist on which the books are found:
ARTS & TECHNOLOGY - Year 7 Arts and Technology (page 2)
CULTURAL STUDIES (FRENCH) – 1LA Bonjour La France (page 4)
ENGLISH – Year 7 English (page 4)
HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION – Year 7 (page 6)
LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS (page 7)
MATHEMATICS – YEAR 7 Mathematics (page 8)
PERFORMING ARTS – Year 7 (page 9)
SCIENCE – Year 7 Science (page 9)
STATIONERY – (page 11)
Year 7 students are also required to have purchased, downloaded or installed the list of iPad Apps that
are under the heading of ALL STUDENTS TO PURCHASE on the first page.
Please Note: Year 7 students will have further subject selection for Semester 2 units. French and
Language Conventions are whole year subjects.
Ms Karen Bares | Acting Leading Teacher—Head of Curriculum

Ashwood Secondary College
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What do you know about warranties? Do you know the difference between a warranty and a
guarantee? Well, if you are unsure you just need to ask the Year 9 students from the Stage 3
Humanities Unit: Shop til you Drop. This semester students in this commerce subject investigated
how warranties differed from guarantees and what you, the consumer, could expect from each. They
then produced a brochure detailing this information.

Advantages
If you have a good warranty, customers
might be more inclined to buy your
product than a competitor's product of
similar or equal value.
Customers will feel good about buying
your product knowing that, if something
goes wrong, you will repair or replace it
for them.
Saves you money as you will not have to
pay to repair products during the
warranty period.

Manufactur er's pr omise
The manufacturer has to promise that they will
do what they say in the warranty no matter what
the expense to them is (unless stated otherwise).
How to get the best warranty

Guarantees
and Warranties
Information on guarantees and
warranties for everyone.

To get the best warranty, you need to compare
warranties from a few similar products. It is best
to answer a few questions for each. Some
examples of questions are: What parts and repair
problems are covered? What will the company
do if the pr oduct fails? How long is the warranty/
guarantee period? When does that period start?

Disadvantages
If a certain product has many failures
your company will have to spend time,
resources and money to either repair or
replace all the faulty products.
Some customers might be able to Þnd
loopholes in your warranty to get more
than they payed for.
Sometimes, companies will not cover the
problem that many people have to deal
with because they do not include it in
their warranties.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)
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Olivia Musgrave

Guarantee
A promise or assurance,
especially one in writing,
that something is of
speciÞed quality,
content, beneÞt, etc., or
that it will perform
satisfactorily for a given
length of time

Warranty
A written guarantee,
issued to the purchaser
of an article by its
manufacturer, promising
to repair or replace it if
necessary within a
speciÞed period of time.

What is in a guarantee or
warranty?
Makes sure that the product/s
- are of acceptable quality
- match the description, sample or
demonstration model
- are Þt for their disclosed purpose
- come with clear title, unless otherwise
stated
- do not have undisclosed securities
- come with a right to undisturbed
possession
- will have spare parts and repairs
available for a reasonable amount of time
after purchase
- with express warranties, are honoured.
- When goods fail to meet a guarantee, a
consumer has a right to a 'remedy' - an
attempt to put the situation right.
Depending on whether it is a major or
minor failure, a consumer may be entitled
to a repair, replacement, refund or
compensation.

Ashwood Secondary College

Issues
Most warranties are quite short and cost a
large sum of money to extend them.
Even if during the time of the warranty,
customers who live in rural/regional areas
are disadvantaged when they have issues
with their product and often have to pay a
lot extra for repairs.
Many warranties don't cover consequential
damages (damages caused by the
products) and will not help you with
repairing the product. For example, if your
freezer breaks and your food spoils, the
company will not pay for the lost food.

Page 20 Parent Newsletter No 6

Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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On Thursday the 3rd December three year 11 Physics students, Chris Addis-Shawyer, Rory Diggins and
Catherine Kong, travelled back to RMIT in Bundoora with Mrs Huggins to undertake flights in a Flight
Simulator. These students were chosen based on the results obtained from their glider design and testing at
a previous Year 11 Physics excursion to RMIT. Chris went first as the overall winner and did tests in an F-18
fighter jet, he was able to master the intricate controls after some practice, with the simulator being very
realistic in terms of controls and seat movement. Rory and Catherine followed with Rory flying the F-18 and
a 747, Catherine flew the 747. The students had a very good experience and we greatly appreciate the
efforts of the staff at RMIT for organising this for our students.
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2015 has been an energetic and productive year for the Visual Communication, Design & Technology
students. The design and tech rooms have been buzzing with activity all year round.
The senior exhibition was a great success, with many coming to view the hard work and efforts of our VCE
students. Congratulations to Katelyn Ker, Kelly Zhu, Raffee Vijdani and Michael Watts for their awards in
Visual Communication Design, and Technology, at presentation evening.
Year 10 Metal Masterpieces has produced some amazing final product designs utilising brass, copper and
acrylic. The year 7 Workshop class are excited to have completed their final skateboard decks - they are
beautiful. A fantastic effort!
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology

Ashwood Secondary College
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The Senior Art Exhibition was held prior to the Presentation Night Ceremony. It was very well received by a
large number of parents, students and other members of the Ashwood Secondary College community. We
wish our 2015 Year 12 VCE students well for the next exciting stage if their lives. Some of the outstanding
artworks from Years 7, 9 and 10 were also included and have been included below.
Ms Anne Gellatly | Art Teacher

Stage 1 Cotton Colours Clay
The students have developed their hand sewing skills on their Cuddly Critters felt toys. They have also
completed a mixed media artwork inspired by Al Stark’s Street art style using lines to create contrasting
patterns in white and black fine liner over their paintings as seen below.

Harry Jones Year 7 – Al Stark style painting

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)
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Bianca Cox Year 7 – Al Stark style painting

The students have finished their paintings in the style of Del-Kathryn Barton or Chris Ofili using paint or
other mediums of their choice. They also included wide range of personal and cultural interests and
imagery into their artworks.

Maisy Earnshaw–Fry Year 10

Ashwood Secondary College
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Tali Morgan Year 9

Matthew Sze Year 10

Mayra Kelly Year 9

VCE ART Commencement Program for 2016
In our first sessions of preparatory tasks for VCE ART for 2016 we have discovered some budding portrait
artists. Several excellent charcoal portraits were completed in one short session. We look forward to
seeing what else they will produce over the next year

Prim Boonsatdha by Abi Ainsley
Year 10

Ashwood Secondary College

Marcus Piatella by Matthew Sze
Year 10
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Health and Physical Education
As Semester Two comes to a close and we head out for summer holidays the HPE staff at Ashwood
Secondary College wish you a safe and happy break. To make this happen we wish to remind you all of
two important points.
1.

During the summer months we experience high and damaging levels of UV rays. It is important to
remember when heading outside to always have protection from the sun. This includes whether it is
sunny or cloudy, hot or cold. You will hear and see Sun Protection Times more often in
Newspapers, radio, TV and other media. When the UV levels are moderate or above sun protection
is advised at these times.

2.

Aquatic environments are an easy way to escape the heat during the summer months. Pools,
rivers, dams and beaches are all aquatic environments that many people swim in. With research
showing an increase in child drownings during the 2014/15 financial year we all must be careful
around the water. This includes letting someone know where you swimming, how long you will be,
and checking in every so often. Parents or a supervising adult should have a constant line of
sight on any children swimming. Remember, if they are displayed always swim between the flags!

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)
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Keeping these two important points in mind will go a long way to ensuring you have a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.
Ashwood Secondary College HPE Staff

Ashwood Secondary College
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Get Up and Go – SEPEP program
Throughout Term 4 Year 8 students have been running a SEPEP Netball tournament. SEPEP (Sport
Education in Physical Education Program) is about engaging students in an interactive environments so
that we increase levels or participation. Students take ownership over all aspects of the competition.
Roles and responsibilities included Team manager, Coach, Umpire, Media, Scorer and Timekeeper.
Competing in a round robin style competition, finals were held during week 10 of this term. Below is a
student reflection.
“SEPEP is a sporting program run by students. There are many roles involved in SEPEP such as team
manager, coach, scorer and media. Everyone enjoyed and followed their roles for most of the time. The
year 8’s had a choice between a couple of sports and the final decision ended up being Netball. Most of
the students learned how to play Netball, including each of the positions and rules. The winning team was
MACKGES including Maxi, Aaron, Charlie, Keiry, Giji, Georgina and Sachindu. SEPEP was great experience for the students to develop their skills in running a sporting competition.”
Yiannis Doulgerakis and Maxine Stathakopoulos

Feel Strong Be Strong – Yoga classes
In Term 4 the ‘Feel Strong, Be Strong’ class undertook a 5 week program of Yoga classes. This was part
of a whole course looking at alternative medicine and Wellbeing. Sue O’Brien was the teacher that came
in and looked after us and she was excellent. While there was a range of abilities and interest in the
program on the most part the students had a great time
Shelley Haughey – Feel Strong, Be Strong Teacher

In this term, In our Feel Strong Be strong class, we have a fantastic time in Yoga with Miss Haughey and
Yoga teacher Sue. In the class, we did yoga poses to improve balance and flexibility. We also undertook
sections on "fire" and "air", which are 2 elements of Yoga. We all enjoyed this class as it was not just
training our physical strength, it also training our mental health. This class makes me feel more inner
peace and also make my body strong.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)
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Eric Li – Year 9
With this semester we have been doing Yoga classes with Sue a teacher from outside of school. During
this course, we have learned different elements in Yoga, which are Fire, Air, Earth and Water. Also we
learned different postures to build up our own body, muscular strength and balance. When we finished a
class we also did a meditation session to calm our minds. This was the most enjoyable part for me.
Zenhyue Zhang – Year 9

Ashwood Secondary College
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Year 8 Girls Regional Softball Finals
After a false start due to a torrential downpour the Year 8 girls finally got to compete in their
Regional finals at Gilbert Park in Scoresby on Tuesday November 10th.
The players on the day were:
Chloe Allen, Keiry Avalos, Erin Cheffers, Georgina Giannopoulos, Emma Huang, Gharaza
Kaleem, Nyakong Kun, Esther Lee, Maxi Stathakopoulos, Hinerangi Taylor, Imogen Taylor,
Julia Thacker, Nardia Wicken, Lia Cameron (coach)
The first game the girls played was against Wantirna College which they won by one run. Their
second game in the draw was against Glen Waverley. Unfortunately, the girls were unable to beat
this team and came second overall on the day.
Congratulations to the girls for making it to the Regional Finals which is not an easy thing to do. And

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

Interschool Sport

a special thanks to Lia Cameron who coached the girls on the day and in practice sessions leading
up to the day
Ms Kath Robinson | Media/English/Humanities Teacher
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Peer Support Leaders for 2016
Congratulations to the following Year 9 students who successfully completed the full day of Peer
Support Leadership training and will be running weekly activity sessions for their Year 7 groups in
2016.
Peer Support is part of the Transition program for Year 7’s. The aim of the program is to foster
positive relationships between the leaders and their group through fun activity sessions.

Transitions & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

The 2016 Peer Support Leaders are : Mandy Kha, David Son, Axel Gruen, Chelsea Dunstan,
Teauroa Taylor, Malia Tupou, Laura Gibbs-Brown, Miles woodland, Ruby Maclean-Swan,
Alan Martin, Keely Harcourt, Tina Larson, Guil Martins Campelo, Tali Morgan, Mathew Yu,
Marie Revilla, Ethan Wardlaw, Madj Masleh, Mara Kelly, Jade Lipski, Cameron Silk,
Tara Buchan, Kevin Lee and Ben Wain.
Well done to all and special thanks to Fiona Keech and Robbie Boyle for running a great training
day.
Ms Chrissy Lynch | Student Wellbeing Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College

‘

Page 28 Parent Newsletter No 6

SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS – EARN WHILE YOU LEARN!
This term has been busy assisting the 2016 VCAL students with finding a suitable work placement which is
a large part of the College’s VCAL requirement. All students were supported in ensuring that they had
up-to-date resumes, cover letters and that they had a current list of employers whom they wanted to
approach for work. Students were provided with ‘job searching’ resources and tips to support them with this
very important activity.

Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

It is pleasing to report that all students have found suitable work placements including almost 70% of them
have been successful in obtaining a School Based Apprenticeship (SBAT) for next year. What is an SBAT I
hear you say?
SBATs are a great career option, allowing young people to commence training for a vocational qualification
and earn a wage at the same time. Students can get a head start with their careers by beginning an
Australian Apprenticeship whilst still at school. They undertake weekly part-time work and usually off the
job training. This opportunity provides them with hands-on industry experience and the ability to work
towards or complete a nationally recognised qualification and at the same time complete their secondary
school certificate. SBATs can be undertaken in traditional trade areas or other occupations such as
Business, IT, Engineering and can range from Certificate I, II, III, IV, Diploma or Advanced Diploma level.
Next year our VCAL students are undertaking SBATs in areas such as Automotive, Warehousing/Plumbing,
Animal Studies, Childcare, and Food Processing. We wish them all the best with their career endeavours
and look forward to sharing their successes with them.
Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor

The end of year has been busy in the Careers department with the organisation of work placements for
the VCAL students and VTAC counselling for the Year 12 students following the release of results.
A reminder to the Year 12s that they can continue to contact me via email after the school year has
finished should they have any queries regarding their applications, and also for assistance when the
Tertiary
offers are made in January. Remember that the Tertiary Institutions will also have staff
available during this Change Of Preference time to talk to if you are unsure regarding your preferences.
All students should regularly check Compass for notifications of any holiday programs and also work
placements/employment opportunities that we are made aware of.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

Ashwood Secondary College
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Work Experience—Ben Wain
Ben was fortunate enough to secure work experience with the Australian Defence Force (ADF) – Navy in
Darwin during October.
After passing through security at the front gate each the morning, Ben and two other students from the
Northern Territory were met by a Chief Petty Officer who was coordinating the program for work experience
students. After changing into their uniforms their day began.

Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

The boys worked together as part of the crew of HMAS Launceston under the direction of the Lieutenant
Commander. They helped with cleaning stations, working in the engine room repairing and maintaining
engines, cleaning guns (both hand guns and mounted guns), maintenance of the main crane and working
with Port Operations.
They also participated in the running of some emergency management drills. These included a drill where a
part of the ship was filled with smoke to simulate a fire in the dryer. Ben was responsible for observing and
recording the response of the ship’s crew to this emergency. In another drill Ben was actually one of the first
responders.
Ben was lucky enough to explore Darwin harbour in a RHIB (Rigid Hull Inflatible Boat). These boats travel
up to 100 km/hr and used for the boarding of other vessels, transporting people from ship to ship/shore and
recovering any men overboard.
This has been a great experience for Ben as he would like to be a Navigator in the future. He was able to
spend time with the ship’s navigator and get a real taste for the job he aspires to. He spent time with the
ADF recruiter and gained a deeper insight into the careers on offer. Ben says that his experience has really
confirmed his aspirations and he now knows exactly what he has to do to achieve his goal.
Congratulations, Ben for showing the initiative and drive to get this amazing opportunity – only 5 students in
Australia get this chance.
Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor
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Parent / Community Partnerships
Important Student MYKI Information
Your Student Card may not be sufficient identification in order to purchase Concession fares.
For further information click here.
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