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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

Forming Sound and Strong Governance – Good
to GREAT
There was a great amount of interest shown by the
community for the Ashwood High School Council and
I was heartened by the level of parental engagement
in the School Council Election Process; this augurs
well for our school.
I am looking forward to forming strong and productive
relationships with all members of School Council to
work as a team to fulfil the objectives set out in the
Annual Implementation Plan for 2016 and beyond –
‘The Path Forward – New Direction at Ashwood High
School’.
Thank you to outgoing members of School Council:
Greta Brooks (mother of Mahalia and Will in Year
12) and Peter Morgan (father of and Tali in Year 10
and Xander in Year 8). Thank you to School
Captains from the Class of 2015 Alex Touloupis and
Makenna Cheng.

Induction of School Council Membership for 2016
including election of Office Bearer Positions—
Good to GREAT
Thank you to all members of the school community
who contributed to the School Council election
process. As Executive Officer of School Council it is
with pleasure to announce the elected members of
School Council.

UPCOMING EVENTS
7- 8 April
11 April
13 April
15 April
19 April
27 April
2 May
5 May

‘Footloose’ Cast Retreat
Parents & Friends Network Meeting
Student LED Conferences
A Day in the Life of Ashwood
(Primary School Visit)
Acoustic Night
Open Night / Ashwood Revealed
Year 7 Immunisation
Open Morning
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PARENT REPRESENTATIVES – 6 parent positions required overall:
Newly Appointed Parent Members 2016/2017:

Current Parent Members 2015/2016:

Lisa Sim (mother of Hannah in Year 12) (President)

Russell Diggins (father of Rory in Year 12 and Huon in
Year 8) (Vice President)

Rachel Tulia (mother of Courtney in Year 7)

Marc Peters (father of Amy, Stuart and Eric in Year 8)

Dale Wain (mother of Ben in Year 10)

Paul Wanis (father of Juliette in Year 10)

DET REPRESENTATIVES – 4 staff positions required:
Newly appointed DET Employee 2016/2017:

Current DET Employee 2015/2016:

Shelley Haughey

Peter Forbes (Treasurer)

Debra Gibson (Chair of Education Sub-Committee)

Anna Kukuruzovic

STUDENT COOPTED MEMBERS – 2 positions
held by the School Captains:

Community Co-opted Member— 1 position held by:

Madeliene Ryan

Rob Cherry, Campus Leader – Burwood Campus,
Professional Experience Office, School of Education,
Faculty of Arts & Education, Deakin University

Hannah Sim

Minute-taker: Debbie Whitehouse (Chair of Finance and
Resources Sub-Committee and Business Manager).

Ashwood High School
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2015 Annual Report at the AGM – Good to GREAT
The 2015 Annual Report to the School Community was
presented, tabled, discussed and ratified at the School
Council Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday
16 March, 2016. The 2015 Annual Report (which has
been made available on our school website)
demonstrates that our school is improving in all areas.
Formation of Parents and Friends Network (PFN) Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
The initial meeting of the PFN was most positive with
the formation of a strong Executive taking place. The
next meeting for PFN is scheduled for Monday 11 April,
2016 at 7:00pm in the CLC. Please refer to the PFN
invitation within this Newsletter.
Ministerial Visit – “Turning the Sod” – Official
Renaming Ceremony — Good to GREAT
The Deputy Premier, Minister for Education, The
Honourable James Merlino visited Ashwood High
School on Monday 7 March, 2016. The Minister’s
reflections were most positive. We also acknowledge
the contribution of Anna Burke, Federal Minister for
Chisholm and Graham Watt, State member for Burwood
for their ongoing support of our School. The “Turning of
the Sod and Re-naming” Ceremony was well attended
and supported:
The Honourable James Merlino, MP
Deputy Premier, Minister for Education
Anna Burke, MP
Federal Member for Chisholm
Stefanie Perri
Monash Mayor and Labor Candidate for Chisholm
Vicki Leo
Architect – Baldasso Cortese
Allen McAuliffe

Peter Brown
Head of Education – Baldasso Cortese
David Choate
Baldasso Cortese
Jeff Allan
Senior Facilities Officer, NEVR, DET
Anna Kukuruzovic
Assistant Principal Ashwood High School
Debra Gibson
Acting Assistant Principal Ashwood High School
Peter Forbes
Facilities Manager Ashwood High School
Rod McKinlay
Principal Parkhill Primary School
Robyn Floyd
Assistant Principal Glen Iris Primary School
School Council Members:
Greta Brooks
Russell Diggins
Shelley Haughey
Peter Morgan
Marc Peters
Paul Wanis
Student Leaders:
Nick Guo
Centauri Hirt
Mitchel Mahon
Mahalia Brooks
Rachel Hull
Kevin Lee
Haley Bacic
Jacobi Loria
Lachlan Pior
Chelsea Dunstan
Libby Thacker
Alan Martin
Year 7 Students and Year 12 Students: The Class
of 2016

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Senior Advisor, NEVR
Brett Moore
Principal Ashwood High School
Lisa Sim
School Council President
Hannah Sim & Madeliene Ryan
School Captains
Chris Simjanoski
Allmore Constructions
Dev Mistry
Designer – Baldasso Cortese
Anthony Baldasso
Managing Director – Baldasso Cortese
Ashwood High School

The purpose of the Minister’s visit was to
acknowledge enormous public investment in our
GREAT school and “Turn the Sod” as part of a school
re-naming ceremony. We marked the importance of
the Stage 2 Building Works – Creation of a brand new
Senior School Centre and the re-development of the
PAC hall as the Music and Multi-media Centre. Please
read our School Captains’ reflection of this visit on
page 1 of this newsletter.
Staffing – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
Staffing is stable. Teaching and non-teaching staff are
focused on excellence in teaching and learning. Newly
inducted staff members have made a positive
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beginning. Please find enclosed further introductions
from staff members who have joined Ashwood High
School in 2016. I am sure that parents are interested
in learning about the high quality of our newly
appointed staff.
VCE Data Analysis – Valuing Staff and Building
Capacity
The Annual Implementation Plan for 2016 outlines
some clear goals in relation to improving teacher
capacity and understandings of student learning data to
inform targeted teaching. We have drawn on the
services of an educational consultant Carmel
Richardson to work with staff to enhance VCE
performance. Whilst our results are positive, there is
still room for improvement. Staff have expressed an
authentic desire to engage with Carmel to improve
teacher efficacy, student engagement and results at
Ashwood High School. Our student results will continue
to improve. Thank you to staff for their preparedness to
engage in this powerful professional learning.
Camps / Outdoor Education Program - Enhancing
the Student Culture
The Camps program for the conclusion of Term 2 was
ratified at the March School Council meeting.
Information will be distributed to the community to
provide parents and students with the appropriate lead
time.
Student Voice – Growing Pride and Achievement;
Enhancing the Student Culture
Congratulations to Bomi Lee for her membership of the
Education Sub-committee for 2016. We thank Bomi for
her commitment to education policy and its
development at Ashwood High School.

 ‘A Day in the Life of Ashwood High School’ Friday
15 April, 2016
 Ashwood High School Open Night Wednesday 27
April, 2016
 Open Morning (publicised at the Open Night)
Thursday 5 May, 2016
 Ashwood High School High Achievers Program to
be held later in 2016
“Come and See Morning Tea”
– Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
We held a well-attended ‘Come and See Morning
Tea’ on Thursday 10 March, 2016 for Year 7 parents
and 2015 Grade 6 Teachers. It was great to be part of
this event. We welcomed Jeni Rigato and Rob
Tongue, from Solway Primary School; Merryn Bevis
from Ashburton Primary School, Lindsay Hannah
from Sussex Heights Primary School, Rod McKinlay
and Michelle Smith from Parkhill Primary School,
Colin Dobson from Mount View Primary School and
Michael Cormick and Trish Jones from Amsleigh Park
Primary School.
Year 7 students enjoyed showing off our great school
to their Grade 6 teachersnd principals.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Deakin University Partnership and the Ashwood
Alliance - Increasing Positive Parental and
Community Engagement
The Deakin University Literacy program commenced on
Wednesday 9 March with over Ashwood High School
providing opportunities to over 60 pre-service teachers.
We welcome the PSTs and the teacher educator
Andrew Eyers to Ashwood High School. We are
looking forward to further developments with our
successful Deakin University partnership.
Ashwood High School Revealed Campaign – 2016
A plan has been developed for our Ashwood Revealed
Campaign for 2016. The Ashwood Revealed Campaign
involves seven main sub-programs:
 Weekly Tours of Ashwood High School – Tuesday
and Friday
 Primary School Visits – Shelley Haughey with
student ambassadors

Ashwood High School
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ASHWOOD REVEALED
INFORMATION NIGHT FOR GRADE 5 / 6 PARENTS AND STUDENTS
‘Ashwood Revealed - Visit the NEW Ashwood High School’

We have worked hard as a school community to
develop a positive perception of our school in the local
community. The aim is to continue to increase student
enrolments and to continue to provide a quality
education program. What are the elements of our
school that make it an attractive option in the Ashwood
community?













High expectations with academic standards
Beautiful buildings and grounds – a clean and
modern school
Firm but fair discipline policy
Strict uniform policy
A shared sense of community, the hub of many
events in the community utilising our theatre,
wetlands, sporting fields, gym and classrooms
A warm and friendly school where students are
known and cared for as individuals
High levels of respect – the re-invention of
courtesy and manners
Student centred policies that are enforced
Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (ACE)
Program
Student scholarships, leadership and recognition
opportunities
A range of outstanding co-curricular activities
2016 School Musical production: Footloose

School Tours
It has been a pleasure conducting tours of the school for
prospective parents and students for the Year 7 cohort
for 2017. The atmosphere around the school is
particularly positive. The school is a safe, secure and
engaging environment. We have already had strong
interest in our ACE Program for 2017 from parents of
current Grade 6 students.
Ashwood High School

School Musical Production – ‘Footloose’
Student participation and excellence based on mutual
respect within our School’s strong performing arts
program is considerably strong. Ms Natalie Same,
School Musical Production Producer is in the process of
establishing a cast for the upcoming Production which
will be presented in Term 3.
Student Led Conferences
Student learning feedback and reflection is of particular
importance to student performance. It is pleasing to
recognise the pro-active part that Ashwood High School
parents like to play in supporting their children to do well
in their studies. I thank parents for their positive
partnership with the staff of Ashwood High School as
we work together to progress our students’ learning and
success. I look forward to seeing parents at the
forthcoming Student Led Conferences on Wednesday
13 April (details provided through Compass and in this
Newsletter). This is an invaluable opportunity for you
and your children to work with their teachers to ensure
that they are able to optimise their learning opportunities
and achieve to their full potential.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)
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A Safe and Enjoyable Term 1 Break
Ashwood High School extends its wishes for a safe and
enjoyable break to all members of the school
community. For most VCE students, the break will
present an opportunity to consolidate on a solid term’s
work. For others who have unfortunately fallen behind,
the break will be a time to catch up on work for an
improved performance in Term 2. Details of staff
availability and classes running during the term break
will be provided via Compass by Mrs Julie Huggins
Senior School Coordinator.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
24 March, 2016
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New Staff Short Autobiographies
As a new staff member here at Ashwood High School I have been quite busy this
term getting to know all of the fantastic staff, students and parents. It has been so
great to share my interests and passions with the school community. So far, I have
been warmly welcomed and offered so many opportunities such as, coaching
debating teams and joining the “Teacher Tigers” soccer team. I also enjoy sharing my
passions for travel and a good lame ‘dad’ type joke or a good pun with anyone who
shares my sense of humour.
Previously, I have taught at Highvale Secondary College and studied at Deakin
University as well as a semester at State University of New York. This year I will be
teaching a number of junior English and History classes, as well as Year 12 English
as an Additional Language (EAL). As a teacher, I find it is especially rewarding to see students build their
confidence and ability to use written and spoken English. I have a passion for assisting students who are
learning English as an additional language.
Thank you again for the warm welcome to Ashwood High School. I look forward to a wonderful year getting
to know you.
Mrs Cassandra Gatt | English/EAL Teacher

My name is Nick Olver and I am the new Chaplain at Ashwood High School. My role is
to support the school community. This includes supporting students and staff and
parents that may be going through a challenging time in their life. For me it is such a
privilege to be able to work in a school community. I enjoy playing all types of sports in
particular tennis and basketball. Ashwood is a great community that is inclusive and
support of teachers, parents and students. I look forward with much anticipation for
the rest of the year in seeing growth within the school community.
Mr Nick Olver | Chaplain

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Introduc ons

I recently graduated from Swinburne University of Technology with a Bachelor of
Information and Communication Technology, majoring in Network Design and
Security. I am currently employed at Compass Education and work as a CompassOne
Technician assigned at Ashwood High School. I have always had a passion for the
education system and improving the learning of others. My chosen areas have always
been research and development throughout my educational life, which is why I have
such a passion for education and the idea of life-long learning. Working in information
technology means that each day there are always new things to learn and new ideas
to discover, many of which, will hopefully be implemented during my time here. My
role at Ashwood High School is to develop and improve the existing network as well as
the overall IT infrastructure.
Mr Tim Gibson | IT Technician

Ashwood High School
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Turning of the Sod – a reflection by the School Captains – Hannah Sim and Madeliene Ryan
Monday 7 March was the day the Minister for Education, The Honourable James Merlino, visited
Ashwood High School for the ‘Turning of the Sod’ Ceremony.
Our School Captains, Hannah Sim and Madeliene Ryan presented the following speech for our VIP guests
on all things Ashwood: our potential, our successes and most importantly, our students.
Our school is swiftly moving on to bigger and better things, with advancement to all areas of our already great
school. Alongside Mr Moore, teachers, students and the wider community are getting on board to encourage the
potential that this school has.
The new uniform is a way for students to feel good in what they are wearing, and feel like they can show off their
pride for their school. Looking and feeling smart in the new uniform has given students a new wave of confidence
that has complemented the state of the art facilities and flooded the grounds.
Ashwood High School is what we now call home. The change of name has allowed us to reach back and
acknowledge our roots, while also looking forward to a future of firsts.
Alongside the positive changes we have had an increased emphasis on awards. The students' efforts and
achievements have been highlighted in a larger manner than previous years. We are taking a very obvious and
celebrated note of those students who are reaching their full potential and promoting their success.
These improvements have not only changed the look of our school, but the community inside it. From the uniform
and name change to the leadership and Principal’s Awards, the commitment to the school values: CHOIR,
Community, High Expectations, Innovation and Respect, and an actual school choir- Ashwood High School has
found a balance between academic progress and social progress. Students from different year levels have
blended together in terms of friendships, showing maturity and a willingness to grow an all-encompassing sense of
community that surpasses age and year level.
Since the introduction of the Principal’s Awards, our students have become more goals focused, gaining
encouragement from teachers who tell them to look for long-term goals and find the dedication and motivation to
complete them. This type of attitude that is encouraged here at Ashwood High School feeds into increased
participation at events, such as our Swimming Sports Day, and allows the students to feel accomplished.
Here at Ashwood High School, you will find proud students. We have come a long way in a short amount of time,
using the extraordinary efforts of everyone at this school. We are proud of our name, our uniform, and our
achievements- and of ourselves for accepting the changes that have come our way and for approaching each
challenge or goal with a mindset that does not understand the words ‘give up’, but only accepts the words ‘keep
going’. And that is what we aim to do here at Ashwood High School. Our goal is to keep going through
Vision Inspired Actions.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Turning The Sod — School Re‐Naming Ceremony

Madeliene Ryan & Hannah Sim
School Captains

Ashwood High School
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Uniform
The new school uniform, introduced this term, has been
very distinctive around the school and it has been
delightful to note the pride and respect with which
students have embraced and worn their new uniforms.
Their neat and immaculate appearance very much
reflects the school’s core value of ‘Respect’: respect for
their teachers; respect for their peers; respect for the
school; and self-respect.
Correct attire and attention to detail reflects the
student’s regard for and appreciation of their school and
is also a public statement of their own worth and selfesteem. As such, our students project a confident,
highly motivated and positive message and image of
themselves and their school to the community.
Though we are in a transitionary stage, requirements for
both the new and old uniform are quite explicit and can
be found in the Student Planner as well as the school’s
website. In particular, it should be noted that:


The Ashwood High School Uniform is NOT
seasonal. Either the winter or the summer uniform
may be worn at any time of the year but each must
be worn in its entirety.



The uniform items are gender neutral. I.e.
Trousers, shorts, etc. are the same for both boys
and girls



Ties are to be worn with both summer and winter
uniform (only exception is when there is a forecast
temperature of 320C or more)



Opaque plain navy tights are to be worn with the
winter skirt.



Plain white folded sock are to be worn with the
summer dress only. They cannot be worn with the
winter skirt



Traditional folded plain white socks must cover the
ankle and show at least 15cm above the shoe line
(no anklet socks)



Plain grey socks (covering the ankle) are to be
worn with trousers



No logos permitted on any socks



In colder weather, only white t-shirts may be worn
under white shirts (no colours or logos). These
should not be visible at the neckline.



School jumpers must NOT be worn with any sports
polo tops.

On Friday 24 March Dobsons have confirmed that the
School Blazer and DTech Sports jacket will be available
30 April 2016. Dobsons have confirmed that they will
honour the advertised discount price when the blazers
arrive.
All other items of the new Ashwood High School
uniform are available for purchase from the Dobsons
store in Hawthorn.
Please note that from the beginning of Term 2 it is
expected that all Year 7 students, and those new to the
school, are in full school uniform. Students must be
wearing shirts and jumpers with the school logo and
School Tie.
Purchase of Incorrect Jumpers Term 1
Incorrect coloured jumpers purchased during Term 1
will be replaced at no cost. If you bought an incorrect
coloured jumper, please contact the General Office to
advise so. You will need to advise of the size you
purchased. Upon confirmation of new stock, parents
and students will be asked to return the incorrect jumper
and will be issued with a new one.
Ms Anna Kukuruzovic| Assistant Principal

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Uniform Availability
Thank you to parents and students for your patience
and understanding pertaining to supply delays. As
previously explained, port industrial action and
production issues have obstructed timely delivery of all
items.

Ashwood High School
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Teaching and Learning
As always First Term has flown by. It has been a term
filled with many different activities and adventures.
Congratulations to all of the Year 7 students who have
adapted so well to their new learning environments and
made it through to a well-earned break. Whilst the
forthcoming term break provides an opportunity for our
senior students to relax a little, it also provides the
opportunity to catch up on any overdue work and to
complete revision and consolidation of the work in Term
1. In particular, Year 12 students must ensure that they
take the time afforded during the term break to ensure
that they are fully up to date and that they use some of
the time to revise the work of first term. Mrs Huggins
will issue a program for classes/teacher support during
the term break via Compass. These classes provide a
significant advantage for our students and are one way
of ensuring that all students have every opportunity to
achieve their potential and obtain the best outcomes.
Thank you in advance to those staff members who have
dedicated their time to support students during the
break.
Co-curricular Programs
I hope that these newsletters are read by all as they
contain a comprehensive review of all of the teaching
and learning activities going on in the school. In
particular, I draw your attention to the activities
undertaken outside of the traditional classroom and the
amazing learning opportunities that these present.
Although we have only been at school for 9 weeks,
many excursions and incursions have been undertaken.
These activities complement and extend classroom
learning and are an essential part of the program, so
please ensure that you provide consent and payment by
the due date through Compass. In order to manage
excursions and incursions we must put a due date on
the consent and payment to ensure that we are able to
resource these events, and indeed ensure that the
associated costs are able to be paid. I thank you for
your support and cooperation in the timely consent and
payment for these events.
Congratulations to all those who have competed in
sports during this term, particularly those who have
been successful in getting through to the next round of

their events. The enthusiasm and excitement around
Footloose, the school production, is contagious and I
congratulate all those who have been successful in their
auditions. I am very much looking forward seeing the
show come together and I wish cast and crew the very
best for a fun and successful production.
Students in Years 7-10 have camps to look forward to in
Term 2. These camps are held in the last week of term.
Advice regarding the camps has already been provided
for students in Years 9 and 10 and will be distributed to
Years 7 and 8 in the first week of term
Assessment and Reporting
Interim progress reports will be published on Thursday
22 March. These can be accessed in Compass.
Parents should click on their child’s name which will
take them to the child’s dashboard. There is a tab here
entitled REPORTS. Open this tab and if you scroll
down the page you will see the interim report. Please
discuss this report with your child as soon as possible.
Student Led Conferences will be held on Wednesday
April 13, bookings for these conferences can be made
on Compass (further details will be provided on
Compass) and will open on Thursday 24 March. Please
note that students will be dismissed at 12:30pm on
Wednesday 13 April to enable these conferences to
take place. Student Led Conferences (previously known
as Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences) are an
essential part of every students learning program.
These conferences provide an opportunity for students,
parents and teachers to collaborate to ensure that every
student can reflect upon their successes, identifies the
best way for them to learn and is supported in their
learning with the shared understanding and
commitment to goals. It is expected that all students
attend in school uniform with their parents/guardians.
I would like to provide advance notice of NAPLAN which
is held on May 10, 11, 12 and Exam week which begins
on May 30.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Please enjoy your term break and I encourage
everyone to take some time to relax and re-energise,
alongside of planned activities and studies.
Mrs Debra Gibson| Acting Assistant Principal

School Server Upgrade
Please be advised that essential upgrade works will be completed on the Ashwood High
School servers over the Easter break.
School systems such as COMPASS and MOODLE will be offline from 10pm Saturday
26 March until 8am Tuesday 29 March.
Every endeavour will be made to complete this work as quickly as possible, and these
services may resume earlier, but we have been guaranteed resumption of service by
8am Tuesday 29 March.
Thank you for your understanding.

Ashwood High School
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A number of events have taken place in the senior school in recent weeks, some of which have
been provided by community partners. These events are wonderful opportunities for our students
and an indication of the faith that the wider community has in our students and what they have to
offer.
On Thursday the 10th March four of our Year 12 girls attended the Annual Women in Rotary
International Women’s Day Breakfast at the Palladium in Southbank. The theme for the breakfast
this year was “As a woman don't wait to be tapped on the shoulder for a promotion, put yourself
forward, chase what you want! Be confident in yourself and your abilities”. The four students,
Teagan Peng, Tara Pondard, Libby Thacker and Stephanie Kollaris, gained a lot from the
presentations and panel discussions on the morning. They represented the school well, with
Rosemary Johnston from the Rotary Club of Chadstone/East Malvern, the group that sponsored
the school’s inclusion, having this to say about the students: “The girls really conducted
themselves well and showed self-assurance and interest in the whole thing.”
On Wednesday the 9 March School Captain Maddy Ryan attended the International Women’s
Day Breakfast run by Monash University. Maddy had the following to say about her experience:
“Tuesday the 8 of March was International Women’s Day, a day to celebrate the success, pride
and achievement of women. On Wednesday the 9th, I was invited to the Monash University
breakfast, in order to celebrate the day. I, along with around 60 other female school captains,
attended this event at the Monash Law Chambers on Lonsdale Street.
The day’s theme was: The best is yet to come, what young women are accomplishing today. To
expand on this topic, there were 3 keynote speakers, Jennifer Jamieson, Leanne Thompson and
former Monash student, Sophie Tversky. Each woman had an inspiring life story to tell about how
she got to her success or how she is still continuing to get there.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Sophie Tversky, ran an interactive workshop based on our values and goals. It was a great
chance for the girls to communicate and get to know each other. We could bond over what our
goals are for our schools as well as our future goals past our education. Interacting with girls from
all different types of cultural backgrounds, as well as private and public school sectors, was eye
opening in the respect that even though we all have different ideas, our focus is still the same; to
succeed with our beliefs, values and goals.
The overall experience was very enjoyable; I found it reassuring to be in a room full of girls who I
could relate to about school and the responsibilities of being a school leader. I left the seminar
feeling positive about the coming year and that if you really put in the time and effort you will in no
doubt get results.
Thank you to Ms.Huggins for allowing me this opportunity.”
Madeliene Ryan, School Captain

Ashwood High School
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On Monday the 7 March all of the VCAL students, both Senior and Intermediate, took part in First Aid
training in preparation for their work in the Wetlands. The course was conducted over an eight hour period
beginning at 9am and finishing around 5pm, with only short breaks throughout the day. The students
conducted themselves well in both the practical and theoretical aspects of the course, and while we await
the final results of the written test, all students have gained useful knowledge in this area that they can apply
to their work in the Wetlands, their workplaces and their private lives.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

On Tuesday March 15 I had the privilege of attending the Monash University Faculty of Engineering
Scholarship Presentation Evening. Nurul (Amira) Mohammad-Mohany, Dux of 2015, was awarded a Women
in Engineering Scholarship in recognition of her outstanding results. It was with great pleasure that
I represented Ashwood High School as I accompanied Amira onto the stage where the accomplishments of
both Amira and Ashwood were recognised by the University. Talking to Amira and her parents following the
ceremony it was clear that they were all very proud of her achievements and also grateful to Ashwood High
School for our support during her final year.
It has been a fantastic end to the first term and I look forward to reporting on the continued involvement of
our Senior Students in both school-based and community-based activities as the year progresses.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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This has been such a busy term in the transitions area of this portfolio. We have begun the promotion
process for our enrolment drive for next year. There have been many things that have already
happened and more still to come.
So far I have been to visit 5 Primary Schools, and I am off to 4 more in the next 2 weeks to speak about
the great opportunities that are available at Ashwood High School. I have presented common
information to each school and then had a 10-15 minutes question time at the end during which our
Year 7 student ambassadors have answered questions that were fired at them from all directions. The
students did a wonderful job at providing honest and accurate information to the Grade 5 and 6
students and we were very proud of them. Thanks to Tamika, Courtney, Thomas, Nyapal, Sarah, Joey,
Alexis, Lula, Sienna, Lily, Scott, Cody, Dylan, Jessica, Bailey, and Zach all from Year 7 and Daisy-May from
Year 11 for their great work as ambassadors for the school.
On Tuesday 8 March, Principal Mr Brett Moore, some students and I were invited to Ashburton Primary
School parent information session to make a presentation about the opportunities that are offered here
at Ashwood High School and show that parent community that we are a viable Government School
option in their local area. This was received positively and we had some really great questions about
the academic program as well as the extra curricular programs that were offered here at our school.
Thank-you to Hannah, Maddy, Lachie, Sienna, Jessica and Thomas for coming along in your own time to
speak with that parent community.
The ‘Come and See Morning Tea’ was a great success with about 20 Primary School Teachers and
Principals and parents coming along for a morning where they were able to see Year 7 students in
action in the classroom. It was a really positive vibe and again a great opportunity for the school to
display its great facilities and excellent Teaching and Learning Programs.
Term 2 brings about our ‘Ashwood Revealed’ program that consists of many promotional events
including:


A day in the life of Ashwood: Friday 15 April



Open night: Wednesday 27 April



Open morning: Thursday 5 May

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

We will be looking for student ambassadors for these programs, please encourage your child to
participate in where they feel comfortable.
The student leaders have had a very busy term first with a bonding session in Week 3 to get them all
together and working as a team. The executive team have also planned three training sessions for the
whole team on communication, motivation and teamwork. This term has been based around the theme
of ‘Team work makes dream work’. An idea they came back with from a leadership training day late last
year. In Term 2 the executive will again come up with an action plan based around their theme of
‘Listen Up!’ wanting to engage with student voice.
The students that have been elected into these positions this year are proactive and have worked
amazingly as a team so far. This is once again a fantastic opportunity for students to get involved in a
program that develops them as a whole person. The Year 7 SRC elections will be held in the early
weeks of Term 2 and then they will join the team.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Ashwood High School
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SRC Excursion to the Darwin Defenders Commemoration Ceremony
On 19 February, the Student Representative Council (SRC) represented Ashwood High School at the
Darwin Defenders Commemoration Ceremony. Held at the Shrine of Remembrance, the ceremony
commemorated those who fought in Darwin in 1942-1945, defending our country against the Japanese.
The service consisted of speeches from crucial members of the Veterans societies from around
Melbourne, as well as the famous Flanders Fields poem being recited by King David school. A poem
written by Alan Day, one of the main speakers at the service, was read out by students of Puckapunyal
Primary School. There were various people who spoke, acknowledging the events that occurred both in
the Darwin Attacks, and the First World War. They spoke inspiring words and with emotion, as if they
had all been there. There were, in fact, two men that were from the battle themselves who attended.
Nine students, as well as Ms McLellan, attended the service on behalf of Ashwood High School.
Mitchel Mahon and myself were honoured to also lay a wreath around the Eternal Flame, along with
representatives from other schools around Victoria. We also had the opportunity to talk to Graeme
Watt, who was also in attendance on the day.
Overall, it was an enlightening service which we are all thankful to have been invited to. It was also a
fantastic day for us to bond as a group on our first excursion together.
Daisy-May Creighton, Year 11 SRC

Ashwood High School
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A big focus in STAR group sessions for students in all four of the Houses has been the setting of Learning
Goals. As part of this process all students were required to reflect on their strengths and weaknesses based
on their past reports and to give thoughtful consideration to areas that they need to improve upon. From this
reflection students were expected to generate three learning goals that they will focus on during the semester.
These student goals can be found on Compass and parents are encouraged to familiarise themselves with
these goals and to support their child in their efforts towards achieving them. Students will be expected to
complete a written reflection on their progress towards their goals as part of the end of Semester reports.
A number of students from all four Houses participated in the District Swimming Carnival on Friday 11 March.
Congratulations to all the students, not only from Ashwood but the other competing schools for your fantastic
efforts in and out of the pool. Thank you to Mr Grbac for organising the students to attend this event and for
your encouragement on the day. Special congratulations also to Sienna Shi, Jacobi Loria and Maddy Ryan who
won their events and are now through to the Regional level; we wish you well.
Finally, all the best to all students in the Cross-Country run on the final day of term, I know many have been in
training for this event.
Cowan House Captains Rachel Hull and Kevin Lee interviewed some of our Year 7 Cowan students to see how
they have settled in to life at Ashwood High School:

Zac Aitken

Sarah Webster

Hi I am Zac in Year 7 this
year. I went to Parkhill
Primary School and my
hobbies
are:
Sport,
computer games and I
play basketball outside of
school. My favourite
classes are Sport and
Maths because I find
them easy to learn and
fun to do.

Aidan Chan

Hi my name is Sarah in Year
7 this year and I went to
Sussex Heights Primary
School. Outside of school I
do Swimming, Gymnastics
and I like to play the flute.
Year 7 is fun and I get to
meet lots of new people. My
favorite subject so far is
English and I think I am
doing well at it.

My name is Aidan and I went to
Parkhill Primary School. I am a
Rubix Cube master and I can
solve it in under a minute. My
other hobbies include reading
Andy Griffiths books, especially
Goosebumps. My favourite
food is Burritos and Tacos and
I love Math’s! I am really
enjoying being at Ashwood
High School.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

Hi my name is Kayla in Year 7
this year. I went to Wattle Park
Primary School. At school this
year my favorite subject is
Sport where we do lots of
activities and games. At the
moment we are learning how to
play softball, which I didn't like
at first but now I do. Outside of
school I like to draw. I have a
cat called Joey.
Sarah Webster

House Co-Ordinators:
Ms Brigitte Ferguson (Paterson House), Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Mr Domenic Holloway (Flynn
House), Ms Allison Phillips (Melba House)

Ashwood High School
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International students choose to come to Ashwood High School for various reasons. We have three
students from Middle School sharing their thoughts on why they have chosen Ashwood High School
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

Katriana Fernando –Year 9 student from United States of America
My name is Katriana Fernando and I recently moved to Melbourne from
a small town in midwestern United States. It has been a fascinating
transition to study in such a different environment and atmosphere.
Some of the major changes for me were basic things such as wearing a
school uniform as opposed to casual dress and going to school on a
year round calendar. There are also many differences that you wouldn’t
necessarily expect. For example, the curriculum. At Ashwood High
School, we are offered a range of choices for our subjects. Instead of
just “science” you can choose a more specialized course that interests
you. I chose “Germ Warfare’ as I intend to go to medical school one
day. There are also three options for English. We have the choice
between a “Magic and Fantasy” class, a “Packed Mentality” class and a
class that follows the stories of the native aboriginals of Australia. The
schedule is also different here as opposed to the US. We have some classes that last 90 minutes and some
that last 45 minutes. This allows the teachers to plan when to have a long activity, and when to have a
shorter one. Textbooks, which are available in print form and also online, play a bigger role in the curriculum
here as well. A very important difference here is that we have two breaks, rather than just one. We have a
morning recess and lunch. This gives students more time to be outside, rather than sit at a desk all day. It
helps our performance in class because we can enter our classes more refreshed after the breaks. In America, there are several organised sports teams for which students try out. Here, sport is compulsory. This
eliminates the aspect of fitting in or being “good enough.’ However, some students do choose music over
sport. There are several interschool sport competitions, instead of having weekly games like in America.
There are also musical performances, the choir and bands as well as debating competitions and clubs to
join, quite similar to schools in America. Overall, there are many differences that make schooling here enjoyable and successful.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

Interna onal
Student Program

Bardia Zarrinnam - Year 9 student from Iran
My name is Bardia and I’m 15 years old. I came to Australia in
January 2015. I came to Australia because I wanted to study and
improve my English and I would like you to know that I am doing
very well with my English. Schools are really different in Iran. In
Iran, you don’t have much choice to choose your favourite
subjects. You have to follow all the syllabus and the curriculum set
by the school until you go to university. You are not allowed to
bring any electronic devices to school. There is no school uniform
and you can wear anything you want in the private school.
Teachers are very strict and they give you a lot of homework and
set you lots of essays in all the subjects. Australian schools are so
different. You have more freedom and usually teachers do not
give as much homework as teachers do in Iran. Sometimes,
teachers can make you angry because they tell you off for no reason or give you detentions for the slightest
thing you do but I rather be told off by the teachers than doing homework for more than three hours each
day in Iran!. I love being in Ashwood High School. It has so many different nationalities from all over the
world and the good thing about this is that most people are not racists. They welcome everyone and they
become friends to you so quickly. I am looking forward to staying in Australia and making a good life for
myself in this beautiful country.

Ashwood High School
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Michael Wang – Year 8 student from China
I am Michael. I am an international student at Ashwood High
School I have already lived in Australia for half a year. Now, I am
already getting used to life here. My parents let me study in Australia because they believe that Australia has better education
than China. Before I came to Ashwood High School, I studied
English in Melbourne Language Centre in Boxhill for 21 weeks
last year. On my first day at Melbourne Language Centre, I was
not as nervous as on my first day at Ashwood High School. This
was because at the Language Centre, most of the students
there were Chinese. I was worried coming to Ashwood High
School because I thought I could be lost, I didn’t know what I
should do, and would the students in this school accept me and
make friends with me. However, I shouldn’t have worried. On my first day at Ashwood High School, I have
found students very friendly and most willing to make friends with me. The biggest difference between
Chinese schools and Ashwood High School is that students can choose which subjects they want to do and
also they have less pressure. In China, students must follow every subject set by the school. Students in
China also have lots of homework, at least 2 to 3 hours a day. I am really glad that I can study in Australia
and at Ashwood High School. I can develop my interest. Now the most important thing for me is to improve
my English skills.

Reception at Government House
On Wednesday 2 March, the Honourable Linda Dessau, Governor of Victoria held a reception at
Government House to welcome International Students in Victoria. It was a great honour for us to represent
Ashwood High School at the reception. There were many students from the government schools, private
schools and catholic schools. The Governor in her welcoming speech encouraged us to integrate into
Melbourne‘s life and take advantage of Melbourne’s cultural lifestyle such as joining a football team. We had
a wonderful morning tea and had photographs taken with her. She advised us to study hard and at the
same time enjoy ourselves in Melbourne. It was a great experience talking to the Governor. We have learnt
a lot from listening to her. As international students, we feel that the Victorian Government attaches great
importance to the International Student Program and pays much attention to the needs of the international
students in Victoria.We feel much happier studying in Melbourne.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

Interna onal
Student Program

We also have the opportunity to meet Mr Robert Stephens, Assistant Regional Director of schools in the
Eastern Region. He was very impressed with our new uniform, especially the school logo and the school
motto “Vision Inspired Action.’
Nick Guo and Michelle Zhang

Ashwood High School
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A Grade Debaters are A Graders!
The fine tradition of debating at Ashwood
High School continued on a warm
evening on Thursday, 17 March. Five
teams were in action in Round 1 in the
Glen Waverley Region of the InterSchool Debating Competition held at
Wesley College. First up at 7.00pm were
the A Grade Team and both C Grade
Teams. The Year 10 students,
Chelsea
Dunstan,
Ethan
Wardlaw,
Alan
Martin
(Team
1)
and
Sachindu Wickrama, Guilherme Martins
Campelo and Majd Mesleh (Team 2) were

the affirmative debating That we should
not permit the sale of alcohol after
midnight. All put in a great effort and
received positive feedback from the
adjudicators, but unfortunately went
down by 5 and 3 points respectively.
With the benefit of more experience, our senior students performed much better. Arguing in the
affirmative That we should legalise Uber, our B Grade Team lost to Salesian College by one point! Two
of the team, Abigail Ainsley and Connie Hulsen, missed out on ‘Best Speaker’ by the narrowest of
margins! Nikita Gardiner was the other speaker who debated forcefully.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

DEBATING

New to the game were our D Grade Debating Team of Yiannis Doulgerakis, Faris Mesleh and Jakob Moeller.
What they may have lacked in experience was compensated by a terrific effort and some forceful
arguments. Presenting the affirmative side on the topic, That Australia should become a republic, they
went down by 3 points but will be much improved after their first attempt.
The highlight of the evening was the A Grade Team’s great win over our nemesis of the evening, Salesian
College. Comprising some ‘old hands’ in Bianca Baldwin and Hannah Sim and ‘newbie’ Tara Pondard, the
team took the affirmative in the debate, Thant the media should not be permitted to report on
criminal cases until after the trial. A cunning tactic of eliminating social media from the argument when
defining the topic took the wind out of their opponents’ sails, rendering much of their planned rebuttal
moot. Our team then went on to win by 1 point, the margin scored by Tara who was awarded ‘Best
Speaker’ in her first debate – a fantastic effort!
A big THANK YOU to all team members, parents, families and fellow students who were there to support
them and assist by acting as ‘Chair’ for the debates.
With the first one under our belt, it’s now onwards and upwards as we prepare for an improved
performances in our next debate on Thursday, 28 April.
Mr John Bullen | Debating & Public Speaking Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Reading Books linked to Academic Achievement
We all know that reading is important; it’s difficult to get by today without being literate. However, recent research
shows that reading books is linked to academic achievement. “We find that books in the home have a positive
payoff in improved test scores throughout the world,” writes a research team led by sociologist Mariah Evans.
“The relationship is strong, clear, and statistically significant in every one of the 42 nations (studied).”
“They enhance the academic performance of children from families of all educational and occupation levels,” the
researchers write, “but the enhancement is greater for families with little education and low-status occupations.”
“A home with books as an integral part of the way of life encourages children to read for pleasure and
encourages discussion among family members about what they have read," Evans and her colleagues write,
"thereby providing children with information, vocabulary, imaginative richness, wide horizons, and skills for
discovery and play.”
Young people should be reading EVERY DAY. Encourage your child to read, and talk to them about their
reading. Make sure that they have the right books for every class, and especially the set novels for English.
There’s no better time to start anything, than now. Visit this website to find out what’s trending in teen reading
today: https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/teen
Pre-service teacher volunteers
Last week we saw the launch of the Deakin Literacy Program for 2016. We are pleased to announce that some of
these enthusiastic pre-service teachers from Deakin University have offered to expand their practicum experience
and volunteered to come in to provide extra assistance with reading and other literacy-related activities in the
classroom.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Curriculum and Assessment

Our teachers are currently in the process of identifying some students who might benefit from this tremendous
opportunity and will work closely with the pre-service teachers to devise a plan for how they might best provide
some help in the class. If your child is involved, you will be advised by his/her teacher. Please do not hesitate to
contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions about the program.
Interim Progress Reports and Student-led Conferences
Interim Progress reports provide a snapshot of your child’s work habits and progress over the first term. These
will be available online for parents on Thursday 24th March. Please ensure that you have read and discussed
your child’s report with your child so that any concerns may be addressed at the upcoming student-led
conferences. Student-led conferences will take place in Week 1 of Term 2, on Wednesday 13 April. Please note
this date in your diary.
Ms Karen Bares | Acting Leading Teacher - Head of Curriculum

Premiers Reading Challenge
This is the eleventh year of the Premiers Reading Challenge and since 2005 it has helped inspire nearly two
million students to read an incredible 34 million books. Students who reach their reading goals will be rewarded
with a certificate of achievement signed by Premier Daniel Andrews and former Premiers John Cain, Joan Kirner,
Jeff Kennett, Steve Bracks, John Brumby, Ted Baillieu and Denis Napthine, who all support the program. They
will also have the opportunity to see their name on an online honour roll, and view a special video to congratulate
participants. For students in Years 3 to 10 the challenge is to read 15 books between now and September.
The extensive Challenge booklist has something for everyone with much-loved classics as well as new releases.
There are thousands of books to choose from, with fiction, non-fiction, plays, poetry, short stories and graphic
novels all available. Reading books in other languages is also encouraged and counts towards the Challenge.
Please encourage your child to take part in the Challenge this year and to see their English teacher to find out
what they need to do.
Ms Karen Bares | Acting Leading Teacher - Head of Curriculum

Ashwood High School

Page 18 Parent Newsletter No 2

Unbelievably Term 1 is nearly over. As usual it has been very busy for everyone, staff and students alike as
we have navigated a new year, new subjects and new experiences at the school. In particular, the challenges
for our new students in Year 7 and across the various levels at the school. However, these particular
challenges should now be behind all of us and we should be ready for the new challenges to come.
In the coming months there will be a number of important academic events running in the school related to the
Humanities, LOTE and English EAL Allied Learning Area. For starters we will be celebrating our subjects
over the course of an entire week in Semester 2 – probably starting the week 22 August. The LOTE teachers
will also be running a special celebration on Bastille Day which is the 14 July and the English faculty will
again be running the New South Wales English Competition - ICAS. This is an International Competition
provides an independent skills-based assessment with a competition element. The ICAS Competition
provides an opportunity for all students to gain a measure of their own achievement in an external
assessment situation. There is a small cost to participate, which covers administration and processing, and
the certificates and results. All participants receive a certificate and an individual student report indicating
which questions they answered correctly, their total score as well as their average compared with the rest of
the students in the school and state/region. This student report is also useful for highlighting student strengths
and weaknesses in the skills and processes taught in classes. Students and parents should keep their eye on
their Compass feed as this event will be posted soon as there is a mandatory cut-off date for registration.
Other events to look out for are Cultural Diversity Week, various reading and writing competitions that will be
run by English teachers across the ALA in their specific classes.
In keeping with my last report this newsletter item will be showcasing Language at the school and in
ular French.

partic-

Until next time
Ms Kath Robinson | Allied Learning Area Coordinator - English/Humanities/LOTE

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

English/Humanities/LOTE

In Year 9 French for the past few weeks we have been learning prepositions of place and directions, which are
very useful things in our everyday lives. If you’re lucky enough to go to France, here are some handy commands
for you to use:

Où est…? ~ Where is…?
(ooh eh)
Allez tout droit ~ Go straight ahead
(Allay too dwah)
Tournez à gauche ~ Turn to the left
(Tornay ah gorsh)
Tournez à droit ~ Turn to the right
(Tournay ah dwah)
C'est loin ~ It's far away
(Seh lwahn)
C'est proche ~ It's close
(Seh prosh)

Happy holidays (bonnes vacances) to all!
Maxi Stathakopoulos
Eric Peters - Year 8 (Missing

Ashwood High School
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Deakin Literacy Program
Deakin University is very pleased to continue the highly effective
partnership with Ashwood High School into a fourth year involving Deakin
University and Ashwood students working alongside each other. This
work supports the Ashwood student literacy development and allows the
Deakin University Pre-Service Teachers (PSTs) to develop experience in
the classroom.
Deakin University students will work one-on-one alongside students in Year 7 and 8. A
diagnostic test is used to get an effective snapshot of where the Ashwood student is with their
reading and writing. The testing this year will occur during Humanities classes with Ms Felica
Mundell’s students.
From early March until June the PSTs will arrive each week with plans to gently, but
effectively, build upon Ashwood students existing literacy skills. This is done in a one-on-one
environment, where each student is paired with a Deakin PST. We specifically target skills
such as spelling, vocabulary, reading comprehension, punctuation, digital literacies and other
important components of becoming a literate person. At the end of the program parents will
receive a report on how their child progressed in the program. These reports will be prepared
and written by the Deakin PSTs. Ashwood students of all abilities are involved and receive
equal access to the program.
From our perspective we see our beginning teachers as having a chance to sit beside a
learner to find out just what it takes to plan and run effective lessons. Engaging and
challenging young learners helps our PSTs gain empathy for what it is to be a student in
oday’s schools.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

English/Humanities/LOTE

The feedback we received from the Year 7 and 8 students in 2015 was very positive. The
feedback we received from our Deakin PSTs was also extremely favourable. And just as
importantly we received excellent feedback from Ashwood parents. The Deakin PSTs also
gave the most grateful feedback to the teachers of Ashwood who took on this program in such
a positive and professional manner.
The Principal of Ashwood High School, Mr. Moore, spoke to all the Deakin PSTs on 8 March,
welcoming us to the school. He clearly has a passionate knowledge of issues that confront
PSTs and his gracious support of this program is something Deakin University is very proud
of.
Andrew Eyers
Lecturer – School of Education
Deakin University
Burwood

Ashwood High School
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On Friday, 4 March, in Year 10 science class we
made model rockets with Mr. Cifra. We had six
groups making rockets.
First we rolled up A3 paper until 2cm then we
taped it on then we grabbed A4 paper and made a
cone shape and taped it together then cut a third
of it off after that my partner (Dion) cut out some
cardboard fins with a Stanley knife. We got a hot
glue and the rocket with the fins and hot glued the
fins to the rockets and after it dried a little bit we
took a straw and taped it to the rocket with fins.
We put play-doh and cotton buds in the rocket to
give it some weight so it doesn’t float away, we put
a mini rocket engine in the bottom of the rocket
but we put tape around it so it would fit at the bottom of the rocket so it doesn’t burn the paper when we launch it. Some of the groups put designs on their
rockets and our ones name was DooM mine and my partners name together. We went outside to the bottom oval and put it on a launch pad but we first got a double clip and stuck it onto the rocket after that we
put it on the launch pad through the straw we put it the rocket then we clipped double ended wires on the
rocket and a piece of battery and it launched off of the launch pad. All of the six groups where successful
but three of them landed in the wetlands.
Malita McCoy - Year 10
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Model rockets

Zoo Excursion
The Year 10 Biology and Psychology class went to the Melbourne Zoo to
study ethics and to collect different types of data. We observed and recorded
the behaviour of baboons over a period of time. We learnt more about what
the Zoo does to ensure the animals welfare. We had hands on experience
with a snake and discussed the Zoo’s guidelines with respect to visitors
interacting with animals. Also we learnt heaps and had loads of fun.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science/Maths Teacher

Year 12 Biology Excursion to the Gene Access Technology
Centre (GTAC)
On Friday, 4 March the Year 12 Biology class went on an
excursion to GTAC in Parkville. While we were there we learnt
about cellular respiration and photosynthesis through learning
tools such as enthusiastic hosts and brilliantly animated
slideshows. Our knowledge was then tested through practical
tasks requiring us to apply our scientific skills to lab experiments.
We measured rates of photosynthesis and extracted pigments
from land and sea plants. The knowledge and understanding
gained from this excursion was highly relevant to our study guide
and enabled us access to state of the art laboratory facilities.
Abigail Ainsley - Year 11
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On Tuesday 1 March the Unit 3/4 Physics class travelled to Luna Park in St Kilda to take part in the annual
“Physics Day at Luna Park” event organised by the Physics’ Teacher’s Association of Victoria. The students
joined around 700 other Physics students from across Victoria and acquitted themselves very well as they
enjoyed the rides while collecting data related to the study of Motion; in particular Energy, Force, Acceleration
and Circular Motion.
The data collected by the students will be used to complete a number of worksheets that relate closely to exam
style questions. The fact that the students have witnessed and felt firsthand the effects of the different forces
will enable a greater understanding of the theory.
The students were a credit to the school, displaying consideration of others both within their group and the wider
group of schools participating on the day. A few of the students had the following to say about the event:
“The Luna Park excursion was a hands on experience which helped me to remember the physics that is needed
in order for rides to work. It encouraged me to think about what is exactly happening and why.”
Teagan Peng

“That was a wonderful experience at Luna Park and I had so much fun.”
Sylvia Ye

“The physics excursion was so exciting.”
Rochelle Jiao

“It was fantastic^^, but not scary enough.”
Logan Ye

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Year 12 Physics Day at Luna Park

The Year 12 Physics students have recently completed their first SAC (School Assessed Coursework). This task
was an Extended Practical Investigation that required the students to design, carry out and report on a practical
investigation into the study of Motion. The students needed to consider a specific aspect of the course and use
their understanding of the Physics involved to test their hypothesis of a “real life” situation and explain the results
obtained.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / VCE Unit 3/4 Physics Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Focus on Year 7. The Transition Art Students have been exploring a ‘Big Issue’ they feel passionate
about in the world. Inspired by Picasso’s ‘Weeping Woman’ painting, depicting Dora Mar crying over the
bombings in Guernica during the Spanish Civil War in 1937, they brainstormed ideas and use of
symbolism, then developed a design using mixed media.
Ms Anne Gellatly | Allied Learning Area Coordinator

“My art work is on the topic of how women are treated really badly
especially in India. I chose this because I feel like people don't know
enough about this topic and there isn't enough done to fix it. In my
artwork I show contrast with the red tears on the lady's face. It contrasts
with the black eyes and all the dark colours. The tears stand out. I show
implied texture in the wire fence with the small lips in a cris-cross
pattern. I also use collage in my work with the newspaper background.
The lady I have used has no mouth and is not very detailed. This is to
show that she does not have a voice and is seen but not heard. She has a head scarf like a lot of the
women in India have. The red tears represent her not having and power over herself and not being able
to voice her opinion.” Jessica Harding - Year 7

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Visual Arts

“In my artwork I wanted to
create a painting about teen
stereotypes that are stuck in
their mind and are confused. I
have used a maze type
structure and words, also a
blend of light and dark colours
in my artwork to show the
confusion and the inescapable
feelings that trap people
inside.” Raven Old - Year 7

“In my artwork I wanted to create a painting about depression.
I chose this topic because I know that a lot of people suffer
from it. I have used dark blacks and blues, along with red, for a
contrast and for the painting to seem more 'dark'. The body is
painted fully black with slight blue here and there, to show a
manifestation of darkness. The background is also dark to
show that the area in general is dark. I painted bars as though
it was a cage, which is generally how people with depression
feel - trapped and caged. They were painted red to show blood,
which is the result of self-harm. On the sides, I painted red
lines, similar to a spider’s web, to show a web of blood, or a
web of lies. I wrote on the left side on the lines, 'Monsters don't
sleep under our beds' then on the right side 'they sleep inside
our heads', a quote representing the insanity that some people suffer from. The white areas between the
lines were painted black (not on the words) to show contrast and to keep the 'darkness' aspect of the
painting. Afterwards, I added words within the body in white fine liner, to show the depressing thoughts
that the victims have. I also outlined the body for a bit of contrast against the dark background.”
Kelly Martin - Year 7
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“In my artwork I wanted to express the feeling of what it might look like to see a
sight where there has been a terrorist attack. I wanted to do this because when
I hear about it on the news I always think “Oh my gosh, what if that happened
here” and that thought terrifies me. Also the fact that the terrorists think that what
they are doing is right. In my artwork I have used quite a bit of dark grey and
black in the background to show darkness and in the person’s eye I have drawn a
flame to represent what he can see but also the fear in his eyes.”
Sienna Spencer - Year 7

“This picture shows 1 of the 1,031
children who lost either one of their
parents or both of them in the 2001
September terrorist attacks. It also
represents one major problem we have
in the world... TERRORISM.”

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Visual Arts

Joey Pryor - Year 7

And also……….
Create Make Use Stage 2 have just completed designing and making of Paper Jewellery.

Bess Doolan (bangle), Julie Moeller
(bracelet), Sarah Kim (Hair piece) Year 8

Ashwood High School

Tony Cho (ring) - Year 8

Shakira Holmes - Year 8
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The second half of term 1 was headlined by the 10 students who represented Ashwood High
School at the Mullum District Swimming Carnival on 11 March. Three students, Maddy Ryan and
Sieena Shi of Year 12 and Jacobi Loria of Year 11 were good enough to win their races and have
now progressed to represent Ashwood High School at the Eastern Metropolitan Regional
Swimming Carnival.
Year 8 Interschool Sport was held on the 15 March. Two teams of tennis boys went out to
Wantirna but were unable to produce the goods, whilst the Year 8 Girls Softball team managed
to finish as runner up on the day. The Girls Softball was spearheaded by Bess Doolan who
smacked 3 Home runs, including a grand slam (all bases loaded). The Girls Softball team were
extremely well behaved and everyone worked together and created a positive atmosphere for
sport. Good job girls!!
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

Ashwood High School

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

Interschool Sport
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Instrumental
Music
Lessons 2016
Welcome back to another year with many music performance opportunities planned for students to
become involved in, such as Acoustic night, the Musical Production and Annual Concert. Dates for our
performance calendar will be published in coming editions and we hope to see you in our audience.
The Instrumental Music Program commenced in week 3 with most students having undertaken their first
lesson. It is not too late to join for Term 2 with forms available from the general office. Instrument choices
include guitar, Bass guitar, drums, voice, keyboard, double bass and violin with woodwind (flute, clarinet,
saxophone) and brass (trumpet, trombone) TBC.
Instrumental lessons take place on the following days:
Wednesday – Drums with Mr Rod Pilois, Singing and Keyboard with Mrs Tania Kaev
Thursday – Guitar, Bass guitar, Double bass with Mr Peter Simondson
Friday – Violin and Keyboard with Mrs Erika Ujma

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Acoustic Night - Tuesday 19 April 6.30pm to 7.45pm in the CLC.
Many of the instrumental students at Ashwood High School will be performing at our first performance
event which is the Acoustic Night. The Flute/Violin/Clarinet Ensemble and the newly formed Choir will
make their debut on the night. We hope to see you all there for coffee and music.
Any further enquiries can be directed to Ms Mundell.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator
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TEL : 9807 1333

Ashwood High School

Email : ashwood.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Percussion Music program: Student Profile
As part of our Instrumental Music Program I would like to profile
one of our most dedicated and hard working percussion
student, Yianni Tsironis. Yianni has been learning drums with
me now for a number of years, he is so busy that we have had
to do our lessons during recess, which is a nice break for him
from his studies. We are currently working on our own song,
with Yianni providing the beat and rhythm to our own
arrangement. We hope to record the song in class and
hopefully perform it to the school community soon. I really enjoy
our lessons together, as we listen to some classic Rock/Pop
songs and discuss its musical merit and talk about events
happening around the world. Yianni is a great student, always
remaining positive and his willingness to tackle the more
challenging rhythmic tasks.
Congratulations Yianni on all your efforts.
Remember ‘Drummers never give up”
Mr Rod Pilois | Percussion/VET Music Teacher

“Drum lessons is lots of fun, it’s a
good break from my studies and we
have a good time together playing
beats to music” Yianni Tsironis

Music Performance Class

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

The Music Department has been running a Music performance class on Wednesday afternoon for all interested
singers and musicians who would like additional experience working with like-minded musicians. It is a great way
for students from Year 7-10 to interact socially and musically and work towards their goals.
Students develop their skills and repertoire to perform at various musical evenings throughout the year. This
term the students have been very busy working towards the Acoustic Night to be held on Tuesday, 19 April in
the CLC at 6.30.
The group consists of singers and instrumentalists and we would like to welcome three new members to the
group: Katriana Fernando (flute), Jakob Moeller (clarinet) and Meg Kennedy (Bass guitar) who will make their first
appearance at this event to support the vocalists. The group has been working on two pieces: “Orinocco Flow”
and “Stop in the Name of Love”. We look forward to seeing you in our audience to enjoy a coffee and some
musical entertainment.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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PRODUCTION

Preparation for the 2016 Musical Production of ‘Footloose’ is moving full steam ahead! The cast list was
finally revealed and students were presented with their scripts in a special musical meeting during STAR
group in the last week of term. Congratulations to all of the students who auditioned- casting certainly wasn’t
easy! The cast and band are now all set to start rehearsing and getting to know the show. This process will
start at our 'Musical Retreat’ these holidays, where the team will get to know each other, ‘read-through’ the
script, watch the movie version of the show and then rehearse/stage the opening scene and number. After
school rehearsals will then commence in the first week of Term 2. In addition to the cast and band getting
started, the Year 11 VCD class has begun designing logos, posters, tickets and programmes. As part of their
SAC, all students must create a ‘pitch’ for their designs and present them to the ‘client’ (the musical staff
team). We look forward to seeing the designs that they come up with and the continuing progress of our
show so far!
Ms Natalie Same | Musical Producer/Manager

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

“FOOTLOOSE” THE

Pictures: Choreographer, Ms Haughey, presenting Luka Khattab, Year 8, and Jess Harding, Year 7,
with their scripts

Ashwood High School
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ACE Program students have undertaken a unit of inquiry this term through the completion of a
Humanities/Philosophy unit on water. The premise of the investigation centred on the question
“how does water affect our lives”. From this original question, each student has chosen their own
specific area of research in relation to that question. The research warrants the collection of data,
making comparisons between data sets, a visual representation of data, and its cumulation into a
finished product. An excursion to the Werribee Water Treatment Plant on Tuesday, 22 March with
Ms Haughey and Mr Holloway will provide practical experience in this area of study.
Ms Meg McLellan | ACE Coordinator

“On the 22 March the ACE class went to the western water treatment plant. Some of the things
that we did at the plant were, looking at the treatment pools and the drain water channel and trust
me I was very stinky but we had lots of fun. Next we went back to the education center and we did
some activities. The activities were finding out how much water goes into the port Phillip bay and
the other one was finding out what water to use in the house hold and other appliances.”
Zachary Aitken - Year 7

Ashwood High School

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

ACCELERATED PROGRAM
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It has been a busy but rewarding first term in my new role. It has been great getting to know the students
at Ashwood High School and being involved in their progress at school. I have had the pleasure of getting
to know what many of the students’ short term and long goals are, for both the direction they are taking at
school and also for their futures beyond school.
I have been fortunate to participate in Professional Development in Adolescent Health and Well Being, as
well as having many opportunities to network with a number of Organisations and Schools within the
Monash Region.

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

I look forward to another positive term, where I can continue getting to know the students and families of
the Ashwood High School community.
Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager

Ashwood High School

‘
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Welcome to CAPs (Career Action Planning) 2016
Effective careers and transition programs are a vital component of school strategies to improve student
engagement and increase school completion. For several years at Ashwood High School we have had in
place careers and transitions programs that provide every young person with careers advice to support
them to make informed and effective course and career decisions, so that they can have every opportunity
to succeed, and lead fulfilling and productive lives.

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

The Year 10 Career Counselling program together with the Career Action Planning subject at Ashwood
High School ensures that all students aged 15 years and over are provided with an individual Career
Action Plan and associated support as a means to making a successful transition through the senior
secondary years of education to further education, training or full-time employment. This program also
provides additional support to students at risk of disengaging or not making a successful transition to
further education, training or secure employment.
Overall, CAP aims to help young people to:


develop their knowledge and understanding of education, training and employment options, and



develop skills to effectively manage their careers and pathways throughout their lives.

Over the next couple of weeks I will be meeting with every Year 10 student to talk about their interests,
skills, careers goals and pathways to achieving their work/life goals. I look forward to meeting them all and
assisting them with developing their career management skills.
Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor

In addition to the fortnightly Career Newsletters that are posted on the Compass Newsfeed, students
should ensure that they regularly check Compass for information about course specific programs that are
provided by the many institutions.
One such area is applications to study Medicine. For many Universities in Australia students are required
to undertake the UMAT test (ISAT for International students). Those Year 12 students who intend to
apply for Medicine should register for the UMAT /ISAT now, via the following web links:
https://umat.acer.edu.au/register, or https://isat.acer.edu.au/registration
Please note that registration for the UMAT closes on 3rd June, with the test taking place on the 27 July.
The ISAT has ongoing testing dates; however you are limited to taking the test only once every 12
months. It is strongly recommended that any student undertaking these tests ensures that they have
thoroughly prepared including the completion of practice tests.
The table attached provides information that is available at present with regards to which Institutions
require these tests. Please ensure that you regularly revisit the individual websites for updates on requirements.
Should you have any questions about this please see me in the Coordinators office
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator/Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Parent / Community Partnerships
Ashwood High School
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