4

2016
Newsletter
Year 7 Enrolment Comparison
100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
2015

Enrolments – good to GREAT – “Awakening the
Sleeping Giant”
Our projected Year 7 enrolment for 2017 is 87; these
are all first preferences. We may receive some
second round preferences. The graph above clearly
symbolises the positive growth at our school.
www.ashwood.vic.edu.au
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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

2016

a.

b.

c.
Staffing - Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
Vicki Dernikos will return to work in Term 3 on a part–
time basis. We look forward to welcoming Ms
Dernikos back to Ashwood High School.
Principal’s Parent Forum - Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
A Principal’s Parent Forum will be held in Week 3,
Term 3- Wednesday 27 July, 2016 at 6:30pm to
engage with parents on the theme of ‘The Path
Forward – New Direction at Ashwood High School’.
It will be a pleasure to meet with you all to obtain your
insights into our school. After a brief presentation,
I will look forward to listening to parents’ views on the
following questions:

2017

What are the best 3 things we have done as a
school community to address the areas that
needed improvement?
What have you contributed or will you further
contribute to ‘The Path Forward – New Direction’
at Ashwood High School?
What do you believe should be OUR next steps
as a school community?

A range of Principal’s Student Forums will be also
held in Term 3 to canvas students’ ideas on ‘The Path
Forward’.

UPCOMING EVENTS
9 July
11 July
27 July
28July
3 August
3 August

‘Footloose’ Holiday Rehearsal - Lead Cast
Year 10 Job Search Session
Year 11 & 12 Student Led Conferences
Australian Mathematics Competition
ICAS English Competition
Principal’s Awards
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Ashwood Alliance - Deakin University Partnership Increasing Positive Community Engagement;
Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
Following highly informative individual discussions and
two very well attended principal group meetings, the
proposed Ashwood Alliance will comprise of: Ashwood
HS, Ashburton PS, Ashwood School, Essex Heights
PS, Hartwell PS, Mount Waverley PS, Mount Waverley
Heights PS, Parkhill PS, Solway PS, Wattle Park PS.
Associate Professor Damian Blake is presently working
on the Implementation Plan. Once this plan is ratified,
the selection process for the crucial position of Site
Director will occur. Our neighbouring primary schools in
Monash, Booroondara and Whitehorse are on board
with The Path Forward – New Direction at Ashwood
High School in support of quality government school
education.
Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (ACE)
Program – Growing Pride and Achievement
Testing for the ACE Program took place for Phase 1 of
the selection process on Thursday 23 June, 2016.
Successful candidates will be notified once this
rigourous and comprehensive selection process has
been undertaken. There has been strong interest in the
ACE program and this is reflected in the increased Year
7 projected enrolment for 2017.
Student Scholarships Program – Intake for 2017 –
Good to GREAT
Applications for the Student Scholarships program have
increased dramatically. In the final week of Term 2 last
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year, School Council ratified three important changes in
the new direction of the school:
 Change of School Name to Ashwood High School
 ACE Program
 Scholarships Program.
Thank you for your support of these changes which
have had a positive impact on the image of the school.
Subject Offerings 2017 – CAPs, VCE, VET & VCAL
Programs – Growing Pride and Achievement
Resource allocations for 2017 will be based on
providing a sustainable, guaranteed and viable
curriculum. We are preparing for our highly professional
and productive information sessions and subject
selection programs which will take place in term 3.
Co-curricular Programs - Enhancing the Student
Culture
What a rich range of experiences Ashwood High School
students have recently undertaken. In fact there are so
many recent great student activities that Cecilia Tan,
(Office Administrator and Newsletter Publisher) has had
to be highly selective in order to accommodate these
images in our current Newsletter format. There are a
number of specific co-curricular programs worthy of
mention, these include: Year 7 Spectacular – it was a
pleasure taking part in the celebration put together by
our ‘Trail Blazers’ – the Year 7 Class of 2016;
Interschool sport – badminton through to the Region
finals, AFL , soccer, netball; Year 7 interschool sport –
soccer, netball; District Cross Country; Interact Trivia
Night; Year 10 Mock interview program with Rotary
Chadstone and East Malvern; VCAL Celebration Night;
International Student Forum; VCAL camp; Chemistry
Titration Competition; Various excursions: biology, art,
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photography and ongoing rehearsals for our upcoming
School Musical Production – Footloose.
So much student effort!
So much voluntary teacher support!
Enormous parental appreciation and pride!
Congratulations to all those involved. It makes you
proud to be part of the Ashwood High School
community.
Outstanding Camps and Outdoor Education
Programs – Enhancing Student Culture
Our extensive camps program is linked to the School’s
commitment to building student leadership and
resilience. Thank you to staff for the dedication to the
students and the program.
Principal’s Awards – Term 3 - Growing Pride and
Achievement
Three suites of Principal’s Awards will be presented in
Term 3 for the second consecutive year: Academic
Excellence, Academic Endeavour and Citizenship /
Leadership Awards. These will be presented to eligible
students in the company of invited parent(s) / guardian
(s). The presentation of Principal’s Awards will occur on
early next term.
Whole School Assembly – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing our Student Culture
We held an Assembly on Tuesday 14 June as a
celebration of our school’s culture and students’
achievements. Year 12 Class of 2016 badges were
presented to students. The following three students
Bomi Lee, Michael Watt and Chelsea Dunstan
presented their personal narratives about the
importance of academic excellence, endeavour and
citizenship / leadership in the lead up to next term’s
Principal’s Awards. The following three students Nick
Guo, Catherine Kong and Hannah Chen spoke about
their ambassadorial and leadership duties at a State
forum on the International Student Program.
Building Program – Stage 2 – Growing Pride and
Achievement
The concrete slab has been prepared for the Senior
School Centre. The PAC Hall - Music and Multimedia
Centre refurbishment is two months ahead of schedule.
It is anticipated that the building program will be
completed during Term 1, 2017. This is very exciting for
our school. I would like to thank students and staff for
the manner in which they have adapted to the change,
particularly in respect of adjusting to the walking paths
whilst maintaining high levels of punctuality to class.
School signage is also being developed for Ashwood
High School.
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Defibrillator – Enhancing the Student Culture –
Health and Wellbeing
It is pleasing that School Council and the Parents and
Friends Network have subsidised the purchase of two
defibrillators in the best interests of community
wellbeing. We do hope that we never have to use this
valuable equipment.
“The Original Children” Sculpture, 1979, Stanley
Hammond – Increasing Positive Parental and
Community Engagement
Recently the school has engaged with Rueben Berg,
Gunditjmara
man,
founder
and
director
of
the Indigenous Ultimate Association, Indigenous
Architecture and Design Victoria, Director for
Westernport Water, and local Ashwood resident. An
informative sign is being developed to accompany the
sculpture; with a view to instating the identities of the
people in the original depiction.
Marketing and Communications Sub-Committee
Ashwood High School held its first Marketing and
Communications Sub-Committee meeting on 16 June,
2016.
Thank you to Donna Mineo, Executive Assistant,
Marketing and Communications Manager who has done
an enormous amount of work lifting the image and
profile of our school in the local community.
We appreciate the expertise and support we are
receiving from parent members of the sub-committee
Tarya Corben-Spencer and Robyn Harding.
Effective marketing and communications in a high
performing organisation is linked to Priority 2: Growing
Pride and Achievement and Priority 4: Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement.
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Principal’s Comment

A Marketing Strategy and Communication Plan will be
developed and presented to School Council by the end
of this year.
Safe and Enjoyable Winter Term Break
I wish all students, families and staff a safe and
rewarding holiday period. Students who honour the
work, in particular our Senior School students will be
spending much of their two week period consolidating
their
understandings
and
undertaking
further
research. VCE students must ensure that they optimise
the time during the term break. For our Year 12 students
the winter break is an opportunity to prepare a path for
the successful completion of end of year
examinations. I look forward to seeing you all safe and
sound when we return from the winter break. Once
again, thank you for making Term 2 a most memorable
and satisfying term at Ashwood High School.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
24 June 2016
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EXAMS and the GAT
Asking students to demonstrate their understanding of
subject content is an essential component of the
learning process.
At the simplest level,
assessment
tasks
provide
diagnostic
feedback
on
the
student’s knowledge
base,
what
the
student has learned,
the skills acquisition
that has occurred and
what progress the
student has made.
Additionally, assessment tasks help educators identify
what are the student’s needs, what else needs to be
taught, what teaching methods or approaches are most
effective and what changes or modifications are needed to
help the student.
Assessment tasks and the feedback that accompanies
them is fundamental in increasing student motivation as
they increasingly evaluate, direct and manage their own
learning by considering questions such as:

 Now that I'm in charge of my learning, how am I doing?
 Now that I know how I'm doing, how can I do better?
 What else would I like to learn?
Assessment at Ashwood High School takes many forms to
ensure breadth and to provide a range of opportunities for
students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.

The Year 7 – 11 Exam Program at Ashwood High
School is a vigorous one. The exams are but one of the
numerous assessment tasks students undertake each
semester. It was most pleasing to note the engrossed
diligence of students in all classes during the exam
week as they tackled the various papers. I congratulate
them on their revision and preparation and their serious
and determined approach. Before returning papers,
teachers moderated work to ensure consistency of
marking.
Since the introduction of the Year 7 -1 Exam Program,
the external VCE Exam Supervisors have consistently
commented on its positive effects in preparing our
students for the demands of the VCE exams.
The General achievement Test (GAT) is a state-wide,
three hour exam undertaken by students completing a
VCE Unit 3/4 subject. The GAT is a test of general
knowledge and skills in written communication,
mathematics, science and technology, and humanities,
the arts and social science. Although GAT results do
not directly contribute to a student’s VCE score, they
are a predictor of the student’s level of ability and play
an important role in checking that school based and
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external assessments have been accurately assessed.
They are also used in the calculation of Derived
Examination Scores which may be needed for students
who are unable to sit exams due to serious illness,
accident or other extenuating circumstances.
For the first time this year, our VCE students sat the
GAT in the gymnasium. Apart from reporting that it was
a bit cold in the gym, the consensus was that the GAT
was ‘not too bad’ and a good introduction to the end of
year exams.
UNIFORM
Compliments continue to flow from sources within and
outside of the school for the Ashwood High School
uniform!
Students are wearing it with pride and look superb,
making them fine ambassadors of the school’s
philosophy and values. As well as the Year 7s and all
new students this year, there has been an excellent
uptake of the new uniform by existing students and I
applaud their keenness to transition and embrace the
new look.
We have been working closely with Dobsons Uniforms
to ensure availability and thank them for their
willingness to extend the ‘Early Bird’ deal for blazers
until the 10 July. So, if you are intending to purchase a
blazer, do so before the 10th July and take advantage of
the discount price.
As we head into colder weather, please remember:
 Girls’ winter skirts must be worn with opaque navy
blue tights. No socks.
 Scarves are to be navy blue only – no other colours
or patterns
 The D-Tech sports jacket is to be worn for PE/Sport
only. It cannot be worn as a substitute for a blazer
 Girls’ socks (worn with summer dress only) must be
white and above the ankle. No logos.
 Boys’ socks (grey or white), above the ankle must
be plain. No logos
 Jewellery is not permitted apart from a watch and
one small, plain silver or gold stud or sleeper per
ear. No diamonds, pearls or other coloured stones
permitted.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Please refer to the Student Planner for specific details
of uniform requirements.
Students out of uniform must see their House
Coordinator first thing in the morning to obtain an
uniform pass.
Thank you for your cooperation and support of the
Ashwood High School Uniform Policy.
Ms Anna Kukuruzovic | Assistant Principal
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VCE Studies
I spoke with the Year 12 students during their study
session about the forthcoming term break. It is
important that all students use this break as an
opportunity to relax and re-energise because semester
2 is extremely busy in the lead up to exams. All
students need to be in prime physical condition as they
embark upon their last semester at Ashwood High
School. However, at the same time, students need to
ensure that they are maintaining momentum and are
still undertaking work and using the opportunity for
revision of Semester 1 material.
Students in Years 7-11 recently completed exams. I
know that there were a range of revision techniques
explicitly taught during classes, and I saw a number of
classes utilising these in their exam preparation. I hope
that all students have had the opportunity to review their
exam papers and use the performance feedback to
inform their future studies, both in terms of knowledge
acquisition and exam preparation. Many learning
opportunities come out of an exam and there are a
variety of exam reflection tools used with students to
ensure that the learning improvement is optimised.
Camps Years 7-10
Camp week is underway with most of the students in
year 7-10 enjoying the opportunity to undertake learning
outside of the classroom. The importance of camp
cannot be underestimated, as it is here that students
are able to practice many of the skills that have been
developed in the classroom. Camps provide the vehicle
for students to build their independence and resilience,
to build teamwork skills and to experience the world
around them. Again I thank those staff who are
spending a number of days away from their home and
families to provide these opportunities.
General Items
It is the time of year where there are many viruses and
illnesses amongst us. If you are genuinely sick you
should stay home and recover. If you are absent from a
SAC /SAT or exam you MUST have a medical
certificate. All absences require parental authorisation,
by phoning the office or coordinator, emailing
coordinator or completing the absence approval letter
from Compass. If you are fit and well, your attendance
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at school is vitally important. Attendance at all classes
will ensure that you have continuity in the learning
program and that you do not miss valuable information
and instruction.
Please remember to check your school emails and
Compass regularly. Teachers will communicate with
students using the school email address. If you
experience any difficulty using your school email
address please contact the IT technicians immediately.
If you have not already done so please complete the
parent or student survey regarding the use of ICT in the
school. This survey is an important vehicle for collecting
and analysing data related to the reliability, accessibility
and
usefulness
of
ICT
in
the
school.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Parentsurveyict
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ictlearningstudent
Students should be checking Compass daily as it will
show any room changes on their schedule. Relevant
information will be on the Newsfeed and it is part of your
developing independence to take responsibility for
reading and acting upon this information.
Reports will be published in Compass on the last day of
term. An email advising you that the reports are
available will be sent along with instructions for access.
Please read the report with your son/daughter and pay
particular attention to the improvement comments made
by the classroom teachers. The reports are provided as
not just a review of what has already happened, but as
a means of improving future performance. If you have
any concerns or questions about your child’s report
please email the relevant classroom teacher.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Semester 1 has certainly passed by quickly; as always
there have been many activities and much hard work.
Congratulations to all who have worked their hardest,
achieved their goals and contributed to our positive
school and community culture. I hope that you have an
enjoyable and relaxing term break and come back
refreshed and energised for Term 3.
Mrs Debra Gibson| Acting Assistant Principal
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As we enter the final weeks of this semester it is important that students remain focussed on their goals and
ensure that they maintain their commitment to their studies. This should include the completion of three
hours of homework and study per night for our most senior students (as outlined in the student diary under
Student Expectations). Students in both Year 11 and 12 have been working on their time management
skills in recent weeks, with the Year 11 students participating in an Elevate Education session on time
management on Monday, 20 June during Study Skills. This was followed by a parent presentation that
same evening from 6.30 – 8pm in the CLC.
This session allowed the Year 11 students to reflect on their first semester of VCE or VCAL and utilise the
information and strategies provided to make adjustments to their planning as required. It is also a timely
reminder to all students undertaking VCE that ongoing revision and study should be a part of their overall
homework schedule. It is not enough to simply complete classwork and assignments. If students are to
achieve their best in the end of year exams, they must be continually revising and reviewing coursework.
Our senior students have been involved in a number of activities recently including the VCAL camp and the
Rotary Club of Chadstone/East Malvern’s dinner and panel discussion for Year 12 girls. The panel discussion evening, titled “Taking on the Challenge: from school to career”, is organised by the Rotary club to engage students in a discussion regarding pathways beyond year 12 and the many ways to achieve your ultimate goal. As always the feedback regarding our students was extremely positive with the students asking
very insightful questions of the panel and engaging in follow up discussions. Following are some comments
from a number of the students involved:
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

“I enjoyed my experience from personally meeting the four remarkable women who have achieved so much.
Through VCE, combinations of negative emotions such as stress, self-doubt and anxiety occur. Seeing as
these high achieving women have been through our situation is reassuring that there's a chance for me to
make myself out of something.”

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Anessa Karina

"The 'Taking on the challenge - School to Career' dinner was a great opportunity to learn from four
extremely successful women in their own respective fields.
They all went down different paths and had very different experiences to get to the careers they have today.
They showed myself, and the other students in attendance, that there is no one way to get to your dream
career, and leaving high school doesn't mean you need to know exactly what that dream career is."
Mahalia Brooks

“I really appreciated to have the opportunity to meet such inspirational women from the inside and the
outside. I have learned as a young lady we should work hard, take care of yourself to make the most of
every chance that comes along. Also I would cherish the time to make sure I use it well and make the best
for myself.”
Catherine Kong

Ashwood High School
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Camp Nayook 2016
On 6 June the VCAL class of 2016 started the journey by bus to Rubicon Outdoor Education Centre located
in Nayook, Gippsland. After a long bus ride we arrived at camp around lunchtime. Lunch was healthy and
well catered for. Being an Outdoor Education camp, pretty much as soon as we arrived we left to go
camping for two days. During this we camped through freezing cold nights, made our own food and went
either Mountain bike riding or bike riding throughout the day to suit our groups’ differing abilities. Camping
was a test to some but I think we all gained from it. The remainder of the week we were back to civilisation.
We slept comfortably in heated cabin rooms and had cooked meals ready for us. On Thursday we did two
activities that involved teamwork and leadership. These activities were caving and high ropes. These
activities were really fun and engaging. On Friday we had “giving back to Nayook” community projects. It is
evident that everyone enjoyed the camp, even if it was just a little bit!
On behalf of the students, I would like to thank Mr Tipping, Ms Huggins and Julie Clearwater for taking us to
the camp.
Gill Lu - Senior VCAL

Ashwood High School
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SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT
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MAT Program
Last term of this semester, we started a program named MAT (Martial Arts Therapy) program. When we
started the program we met instructor Darek, he is a very cool guy. He teaches us the four sentences “be
strong, be calm, be kind and try hard. He also teaches us the rock game, noodle dodge, and so on. He is a
good teacher I’m very happy to listen to him.
MAT program is not only games and having fun; it is a program that teaches us how to improve our life.
Training will teach you how to find yourself when you are not happy and angry. When we finish the MAT
program the teachers tell us we need to teach Year 7 students the MAT program. At that time I’m nervous
because I feel I can’t be like instructor Darek, I cannot teach them if I don’t understand. But as a team I
should go and must face the challenge, just like the noodle game teach us. I realize the problem won’t go
away and I must try my best.
This year we met another instructor Griffin, he is a good teacher too, he uses his personal story, he can
speak English well to let us trust ourselves. Also he teaches us about emotional, mental and physical
strength. Also the most interesting story about 10 dollars.
When we teach Year 7 we have 4 groups, Bronwyn, Clancy and I are in one group. My job is explaining the
rock game to Year 7 and I feel pretty good because I did it well. Everyone in our class did well too. Year 7
students are having two amazing afternoons under our leadership. I think after these two lessons Year 7 will
know the MAT program, if they are interested in it I think they will continue doing it.
I learnt a lot from the MAT program; the rock game tells me self-control and emotional control is very
important in our life. We will make mistakes if we don’t stay calm. Noodle dodge teaches us every one can
make a mistake, but you still need to face another challenge, leave it alone, try hard in future. MAT program
is worthwhile to do.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Chris Wang - Senior VCAL

Ashwood High School
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As Term 2 draws to a close it is important to recognize the excellent work that our student leaders have
undertaken this Semester. Our whole student leadership team has made significant differences at the
school and been a part of a great team. Special mention to the very able leaders of this team
Hannah Sim and Maddy Ryan. They have led by example, from the front, the side and the back of the
pack. They have worked tirelessly to make sure that everything they said would happen has actually
happened, and they have enabled others to lead efficiently. Congratulations girls you are fabulous!
The student leadership cabinet have put a submission into Boroondara Youth Foundation for a grant to
run a ‘Wake Up Week!’ in Week 9 next term. This week is designed to develop empathy, motivate
students to achieve their best and create a mindful culture here at Ashwood High School. We will find
out if the grant has been successful in the coming weeks and get everything underway.
The house leaders are working their way through the organization of STAR wars for Term 3 in STAR
groups, and they are looking for ways to get all sorts of people involved in every way they can.
There will be student forums next term not only with Mr. Moore to help him in his progression of the
school, but to unpack the student attitudes to schools data that will come out soon. This data helps us
to move the school in the direction that will make it a better place, but also in line with student
expectations and needs. Please keep your eyes peeled to be part of this process.
The Year 7 Spectacular has again been a great success, and a fitting celebration of the Year 7’s first
semesters work at the School. They have prepared for this event over the semester, and have come
out with the best of their work to display, and not to mention some yummy food! Thanks to all of the
transition teachers that have made this possible and special thanks to our two student speakers on the
night Kayla Karlsen and Bailey Monea.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Ashwood High School
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Year 7 Spectacular Evening

Ashwood High School
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What is academic excellence?
Is it putting effort into schoolwork? Is it receiving awards that
mark your achievement? Is it doing your absolute best in your
subjects? Is it simply improvement overall?
In fact, Academic Excellence is all of these things combined,
and more. Achieving excellence stems from a mindset that
strives for it. Motivation, focus, continuous improvement, pride
in oneself and the understanding of one's capabilities allows
for any student to achieve excellence. There is no limit to what
can be accomplished should the individual pursue set goals
with a dedicated mindset.

Hannah Sim

Madeliene Ryan

This mindset is to be encouraged. Whether it is the result of nature or nurture that the student's attitude
towards schoolwork is high achieving, Ashwood High's responsibility is to provide support and allow an
environment that fosters confidence in learning capabilities. One of the ways we do this is through awards of
recognition and achievement. The Principal's Awards, categorised into Academic Excellence, Academic
Endeavour and Citizenship & Leadership , are a prestigious acknowledgement towards exemplary students
that have showcased the mindset necessary to successfully attain the awards. In the words of Bomi Lee, a
Year 11 recipient of the Academic Excellence Award, 'It not only recognises excellence in student
achievement, endeavour and commitment but also is a way of acknowledging the hard work and
performance that students did over the semester.
Following on in the theme of recognition, we would also like to acknowledge the Year 12's of Ashwood High
School. The senior students have been outstanding role models to the younger year levels; willing
participants in house activities and excellent examples in respect for each other and themselves. As a way
to symbolise these exceptional qualities in a tangible manner, the Year 12's have been awarded badges that
represent their status as senior students and their achievement in reaching their final year of schooling.
These were presented at the Term 2 assembly, with a show of presenting each student by name and in
House order. Congratulations to all the Year 12's in their efforts so far this year, and know that you are all
supported by your peers and your entire school.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

It is important to strive continuously, to improve consistently and to remain constant in your studies. It is true
that with a positive attitude, diligent work ethic and the proper recognition for effort, anything can be
achieved. Ashwood High School is committed to encouraging and developing these qualities so that every
student that attends this school will find the motivation and confidence within themselves to push beyond
their limits and accomplish their goals.
Maddy Ryan and Hannah Sim
Ashwood High School
School Captains

Ashwood High School
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As we draw down to the end of a long semester we can look back at an action packed term. Our focus in
STAR was the Arts and creating a mascot and house shield. Students took to the challenge with enthusiasm
and came up with ideas to represent their house. Groups of students worked on performances, chants, mascot
drawings, shield ideas and stories of origins. Each student was also involved in creating a personal shield;
identifying their own attributes and personal motto. At the conclusion of the competition, each house presented
their mascot and shield to another house. There were some great ideas from all and we congratulate each
house on their achievements. We look forward to seeing some bees, wolves, dragons and phoenix at the
Athletics Carnival next term.

Cowan’s Shield

Melba’s Shield

Cowan’s Mascot

Paterson’s Shield

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

Paterson practicing their chant

Other news:
Congratulations to Alan Martin who will be representing Victoria in the A Team Under 15 Table Tennis
Team. He will be competing in the school holidays in Alice Springs and we wish him every success!
Congratulations also to Kaye Liang of Year 11 who entered the International Student video competition: “A day
in the life of an International Student”, which was organised by the International Education Department. We
are very honoured to announce that Kaye is one of the four students who have won the competition. She will
be working with a professional video editor to refine her video, and we look forward to viewing the finished
product.
Finally, we would like to wish everyone a happy camp week, VCAL students headed off in Week 9 and all Year
7-10 students are gallivanting around the country in Week 11. We are looking forward to hearing about Central
Australia, Around the Bay, Gilwell Park and Sunnystones.
House Co-Ordinators:
Ms Brigitte Ferguson (Paterson House), Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Mr Domenic Holloway (Flynn
House), Ms Allison Phillips (Melba House)

Ashwood High School
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THE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ FORUM
On Tuesday, 31 May, 3 Year 12 students represented Ashwood High School in the International Students’ Forum
held at the Melbourne State Library. The Forum was organised by the International Education Department. There
were over 40 Secondary Schools participating including both government, private and catholic schools. Each
school sent three student representatives. The three students from Ashwood High School were Nick Guo,
Hannah Chen and Catherine Kong.

After a warm welcome from the organising committee, The Hon. Judith Graley, Parliamentary Secretary to the
Education Minister and Deputy Premier addressed the participants with an inspiring speech. After the speech, we
were put into different table groups so that we could integrate with each other from different schools. We listened
to each other’s views and shared many good ideas on how to improve the international students’ educational
environment in Victoria. It was a great opportunity for students to give recommendations to the education
authorities regarding students’ experiences and students’ perspective of a global education.
During the table discussion, we discussed how to help the International students fit into the school better and what
and how schools can do to make the international students feel more welcomed. Also, we were encouraged to
come up with ideas for actions that students could bring back to their schools to :





Encourage all students to actively contribute to the school community
Enhance the relationships between international and local students and develop a strong sense of school
pride
Help students to strengthen their intercultural capability
Develop responsible global citizenship

As for our school, the three of us who represented Ashwood High School have come up with some ideas such as:




School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Having a Multicultural Lunch Day. On that day, students who are interested should bring along a plate of food
and share the food with each other. The students can experience eating different food from different cultures.
By promoting the food culture, we can develop and understand each other better
Having a Multicultural Chilling Room where students can come together once a week during lunchtime to
watch movies or listen to music and songs from different countries.
Having a Cultural Immersion activity once a week after school whereby the Chinese students can teach the
local students the Chinese language as well as the Chinese culture.

We learned many skills from the Forum such as:





Students should not be shy but to develop confidence to speak up
Students need to consider themselves as global citizens
Local students need to be open-minded and have understanding of the difficulties of overseas students studying in a different country
Schools should provide opportunities for different cohorts of students to get along and understand each other
better.

Nick Guo (International Student Captain), Catherine Kong and Hannah Chen
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International Students Participating In Activities

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator
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Page 14 Parent Newsletter No 3

Mid-Year Exams and Assessment
The examination period for Years 7 – 11 has now concluded and students should have reflected on their
exam performance and received their results and feedback.
Exams and tests provide many opportunities for students to improve future learning (formative assessment),
not just summarise what they have done (summative assessment). Skills needed to cope with the demands of
individual tests, as well as tests in general include: an understanding of the structure and language features of
the test (the use of bold, italics, layout, recognition of types of test items, key vocabulary), strategies for
tackling particular types of questions (e.g. multiple choice) and skimming and scanning.
Instead of simply focusing on the results of exams, students, their teachers and parents should work together
on strategies that will encourage further reinforcement and learning. Here are some to try:


Identify where you went wrong. In multiple choice questions, practise explaining why each incorrect
alternative is wrong; don’t just focus on the ‘right’ answer.



Look closely at the marking allocation of individual questions. Discuss possible responses and consider
how marks have been, or may have been allotted. Check this with your teachers.



Focus on questions that caused most difficulty. Discuss these and make sure you have identified the
reason for the difficulty. Do you need to revise more effectively? Do you understand the material
sufficiently, or should you have asked questions in class?

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Curriculum and Assessment

Research has shown that formative assessment is a powerful means to improve student learning. Make sure
that you do not take exam results as simply the “end” of the process of learning. Use them as the basis for
future improvement.
Reports for Semester One
Semester 1 reports will be available for students and parents/guardians on Compass on the last day of this
term, Friday, 24 June. Reports are a reflection on the past two term’s work, as well as a statement of progress
and successful outcomes. They contain information that should provide students with an opportunity to enter
Semester 2 with a greater understanding of how they can improve their performance. Please take time to
carefully read through and discuss your child’s report with them and please feel free to contact your child’s
teachers or House Coordinators for more information. If you are still unsure of how to access your child’s
report on Compass, please contact the General Office on 9807 1333.
Improving the take up of foreign languages
The Australian Government is working to revise the teaching of foreign languages in Australian schools with
the goal of ensuring that at least 40 per cent of Year 12 students are studying a language other than English
within a decade. Source: https://www.studentsfirst.gov.au/strengthening-australian-curriculum
Ms Karen Bares | Acting Leading Teacher - Head of Curriculum
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Since the school’s annual Open Night – ‘Ashwood Revealed’ everyone has been incredibly busy across the
entire school; no less our Faculty.
Here is a sample of what the students in some of their classes have been up to.
Ms Kath Robinson | Allied Learning Area Coordinator - English/Humanities/LOTE

VCE Careers Expo 2016
On the 5 May, all of the Year 10's attended the 2016, VCE Career's Expo at the Caulfield Racecourse. At the
expo we got an insight into many different career options such as Law, Nursing, IT, Design and many more.
All the universities were there handing out brochures about literally hundreds of courses and helping us with
valuable information about possible career pathways. The Career's Expo was very interesting and had
something there for everyone.
After lunch we were lucky enough to attend Monash University, Caulfield Campus. This university was very
impressive and very high class. A Monash University student discussed with us what university life is about
and what a typical university student would do so we got an insight into the courses and what Monash
University has to offer. This was a great experience for us and everyone came out with valuable information
about career options.
We would like to thank Miss Phillips, Mr Rayner and Voula for attending the excursion with us and helping us
throughout the day, as the excursion wouldn't have be possible without them.
Dipti Satur - Year 10
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English/Humanities/LOTE

CHANCES Boroondara Tertiary Aspiration Program
On Thursday, 12 May Ms. Robinson took 15 Year 10 students out to the
Wantirna campus of Swinburne University. Our day was like any normal school
day. Two classes before recess another two classes after recess and two more
to end the day.
Class One: We used Photoshop to create our very own business cards.
Class Two: We did robotic engineering. We got to see a mechanical machine
that used laser lights to make and organize mini compasses.
Class Three: We were introduced to game making where we learnt how to make
a space game. The teacher encouraged us to download Construction2.exe if we
liked creating the space game.
Class Four: We had science. We got to learn about the pink lake near the West
Gate Bridge and how to do tests measuring quantities of particles in the water.
We also learned the proper method of using pipettes. Apparently, the lake turned
pink because of the amount of cobalt that exists in the lake.
Class Five: We had Wood Work. We built our very own box. We had to make
sure that the grooves were lined up and we used hammers, nails and sandpaper.
We had an amazing, fun day. Thank you Miss Robinson.
Zoey Cumming-Holmes - Year 10
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Fashionista Sista's Incursion
On 9 May the Fashionista Sista's arrived during the session after recess to teach the Year 10 students about
how to prepare for an interview. They showed us a colourful presentation including information on how to
dress, how to organise yourself and hygiene rules to follow. Mandy and I modelled in front of the class the
correct and the incorrect ways to dress for an interview. I wore a cap, Baggy pants, a hoodie and wore a tattoo
sleeve. It covered my face and made me look very shifty and uninterested in the job position. Mandy wore a
smart dress and top that made her appear very professional and ready for the interview. Hygiene was a major
point made that when applying for a job you should be wearing deodorant, have had a shower and have
brushed your teeth, an applicant should want to be remembered for their individuality or unique skills not for
having bad breath. Also the applicant should leave to go to an interview an extra fifteen minutes earlier than
planned because something will always go wrong. We were also told to bringing an extra copy of our resume to give away to the potential employer. Overall, the presentation was a big eye opener to the world of
job interviews and the workplace.
Cameron Silk - Year 10

Lissa & Leane Flynn
from Fashinista Sista’s
with Cameron Silk and
Mandy Kha
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Mock Interview Program
On Monday, 23 May, the Year 10 students had our mock interviews for our Career Action Planning (CAP)
class. We prepared our Career Portfolios with our Resumes, Cover letters, Personal Statements and evidence
of our achievements. Then with confidence, we walked into our interview in our appropriate interview attire,
and were interviewed by a lovely member of either the Rotary Club of Chadstone or the Rotary Club of East
Malvern. We were asked lots of questions about the job we had ‘applied’ for, in the style of a real interview.
Overall, the whole process taught us many things about applying for jobs, writing resumes and cover letters,
and the interview process which would give us a valuable insight into applying for future jobs. We were very
fortunate to partake in this learning experience and we are grateful for everyone who donated their time for us.
Chelsea Dunstan & Mandy Kha - Year 10

Ashwood High School
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English
Across Year 7-12 students have also been working hard to achieve excellent results in English. Here is an
excellent example of work from Year 12 based on the context ‘Encountering Conflict’ and the novel Every Man in
this Village is a Liar by American journalist Megan Stack
Encountering conflict will inevitably bring an individual to face moral issues
Forward
If you are reading this, your career has lead you to report abroad on matters that may be confronting, unusual or
downright disturbing. ISPWJ (International Society for the Protection and Welfare of Journalists) has provided
your employer with this fully comprehensible booklet to prepare you for the turbulent times you may encounter as
a war correspondent.
Through prior research, it has been determined that journalists face difficulties coming to terms with these areas:





The new culture
The new environment
The experiences you face
Their place as both a journalist and a person

When they go out to complete their work.
This booklet has been tailored for: The Middle East
however the information provided can be generalised to any area of conflict.
If you have any questions, concerns, or have been sent the wrong booklet, please call 9577 3091 9am-6pm EST.
Bernard McGuire,
Chairman of ISPWJ
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 The New Culture and Environment
Not all conflicts you face overseas will be the ones you are reporting on. Different countries come with a
dissimilar set of morals and values to the ones held in your own country of origin. If you are a woman, things in
the Western world you may be used to, such as standing outside of a bank or going into a coffee shop are not
customary for those in the Middle Eastern culture. You will be told to move along or directed to the ‘women’s
entrance’. It is in our human nature to make assumptions. As a war correspondent entering the Middle East, you
may be entering with romanticisms or generalised ideas about the environment and culture you are entering that
do not transcend into the actual reality of the places you are staying in. This conflict between belief and reality
may result in disillusionment. You are now in a warzone. This environment, potentially completely different to
what you imagined before, may force you into either facing or hiding from the truths you see.
Coming to terms with a new culture and environment can be a difficult task, especially for those not expecting
such drastic changes from what they consider the ‘norm’ in their own country. This ‘culture shock’, for example,
could lead to issues of what is right and wrong, especially if the rights you hold in your country of origin are not
recognised or as important as the rights valued in the country you are reporting in. You may be faced between
deciding whether to speak in one of these particular circumstances or obeying that places social norm. The
environment will also be more dangerous and volatile, whether you accept that fact or choose to remain ignorant
through stubbornness and selection and omission of information.
To overcome these issues, and make your journey as smooth as possible, it may be helpful to remember that
beyond being a journalist, you are also a visitor to a foreign place. Learning the laws of a country may make it
easier for temporary assimilation. As an outsider you may find things unfair, inhumane, disrespectful or insulting,
but it is good to remember that being respectful and open-minded to different customs and rules (be them legal or
non-legal) is the best way to dispel any internal conflicts you may face. In the new environment you must also
accept the truth or the reality you see, letting go of the generalisations you hold for the truth you can see through
your own eyes. Accepting is not necessarily agreeing, and as a reporter, when encountering the clashes of
cultures or conflicts between beliefs and reality you will inevitably face, it is advised that you follow the customs
and accept the values of the Middle East, as well as complete background research so as when you enter the
country you are less hindered by the new culture and environment you will be a part of for the time being.

Ashwood High School
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 The Experiences You Face and Your Place as Both a Journalist and a Person
(for similarity in contents and convenience, point 3 and 4 have been combined)
Despite your job as a journalist fundamentally dictating some sense of detachment from the issue you are
reporting on, when in a warzone, the situations you may face can and will affect you. You are not a
salamander, unaffected by fire you see burn. Bombs will drop, you may be in the vicinity, people will die, you
may see dead bodies, people will hurt, you may see towns broken overnight and facing the morning in need of
repairs. The experiences you face will be horrible, there is no use sugar coating this fact. You may spend the
rest of your life chased by the ghosts of what you saw; because in war you will see nightmares.
You will see people living in deplorable conditions, without knowing how to help, this may make you feel guilty
or undeserving of the hotel rooms you return to after a day at work, and later, the country you return to when
your time as a wartime journalist has finished. To alleviate these feelings of guilt it may be best to remind
yourself that you are not personally responsible for these conditions, and, because of the position you are in
you may be able to help. Who is wrong, who is right, who is good and who is bad may fall to a matter of
opinion once you are engulfed in your surroundings. Your place as a detached journalist will be compromised
by your position as a human. Your morals and values will be brought into the forefront through the experiences
you face in the Middle East. War is not innocent, where you stand may shift. What you wish to do might change;
being a bystander is not an option for you. You may be faced with feelings of hopelessness, despair, and, a
deep seated desire to do more without knowing how. Use this in your writing, have it as the motivation to drive
your work. Only when you write will the experiences you face be able to be worked through, considered, and
faced.
N:B: Preparation before departing on any war correspondence will decrease the chances of having difficulties
coming to terms with any of these above areas.
On behalf of all of us at ISPWJ, we wish you a safe trip and much success in your journalistic endeavours.
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Explanation:
I chose to write in an imaginative style, allowing me to freely explore multiple ideas from the book in a style I
feel I could express my ideas in the most logical and coherent way.
I have chosen formal language throughout the piece with sections, such as ‘you are not a salamander’ and ‘war
is not innocent’ taken from ideas in Megan Stack’s EMITVAIL, as discussed in both the last chapter of the book
and as one of Megan’s assertions about war to tie the book to EMITVAIL. I used an ‘instructional booklet’
setup style with ‘you’ used to make the reader feel more connected to the piece they are reading.
From the point of view of the piece, wartime journalists were the targeted audience to create an easy bridge
between Megan’s job in the book, and, the context ‘encountering conflict’ as this journalist is being ‘prepped’ to
encounter the conflicts they will face overseas when doing their job. This once again reinforces a tie between
the context piece and the focus text and allows for a good platform to explore the prompt through ‘encountering
conflict.’
The purpose of this imaginative piece was to demonstrate that internal moral issues can occur through conflict
caused both by the physical war, as a person and a journalist, and, the conflict caused as a result of the
exposure to a new culture and environment without prior preparation.
It is implied throughout the piece that moral issues are not inevitable in the face of conflict, however, but that
preparation and ‘knowing what you’re getting into’ can either mitigate moral conflicts, or, avoid them. Being
affected by war conflict is unavoidable, which can lead to moral issues, but conflict caused by the discrepancy
between expectations and reality, and, between what one is used to and what they face can be avoided.
Kathy Costa VCE English Unit 3 Context
Teacher Ms Natalie Same
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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
As part of our Bridging EAL and EAL (English as an Additional Language) study (Producing and Presenting
Argument) we had an opportunity to explore a controversial issue. We had to take a step-by-step guide set by
Ms Song and all the processes had to be recorded and submitted in our folio. The processes were Step 1
Researching information, Step 2 Mapping ideas, Step 3 Analysing and classifying information, Step 4
Planning and drafting, Step 5 Writing (first draft) and lastly Step 6 Editing. Here are the students’ comments
about what they learnt through this ‘Issue Study Journey’.
Currently, the discussion of junk food tax becomes a hot issue because
of the serious obesity crisis in Australia. That is the major reason that I
desire to do some research on this topic. - Ruby
Child beauty pageant is an inappropriate way to compare our children.
- Steve
Sailing solo around the world is certainly a controversial topic around
Australia and New Zealand and some wonderful real life examples made
me really enjoy this issue. - Peter
I learned about how to analyse and identify arguments and as I obtained
those skills, I could understand and investigate media texts more easily.
- Hayden
Almost every person is using social networking sites. Social networking age restriction is now a very popular
and debatable issue. I am very delightful to have an opportunity to do a lot of research on this issue and learn
more about it. - Rachel
Having PSOs stationed will give citizens a safer feeling after dark. - Aurora
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Women in combat is an interesting issue and I believe it is about time for women to choose whether they want
to serve and sacrifice for their own country or not. - Milad
Plastic bags are convenient in our lives but damaging our valuable environment. We cannot leave plastic bags
from our life for its convenience but we can try our best to use less plastic bags or reusable bags. - Kaye
To introduce the Airline fat tax is not the best way and even not a necessary way to deal with obese
passengers. I am also really anxious about what Airline companies are doing. I researched the timeline and
different strategies that have been taken in various airline companies and the results were quite interesting.
- Michael
Graffiti restriction is a really contentious issue in Melbourne and it was exciting to investigate more in this
issue. - Matthew
Internet connection in young teenagers’ bed room has become the common issue in our society and we are all
interested in the impacts of it. - Ling
P-plate rule should be extended until the age of 25 because of a safety issue. - Benny
High power cars driven by P-plate drivers are like deadly weapons. - William Chen
Photographer: Kaye Liang
Editors: Matthew Sze, Rachel Zhang and Ruby He
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Unit 1 Biology students have been studying how do living things stay alive. Through looking at animal
adaptations and how they regulate their bodies, students looked at the question how do animals survive. The
Melbourne Zoo excursion was an opportunity for students to view first hand how the zoo is addressing this
issue through breeding programs of various animals. From this students were required to develop
a scientific poster.
Ms Allison Phillips | Biology Teacher

As part of the research for our current topic, Endangered Species, the Year 11 Biology class visited the
Melbourne Zoo on Wednesday, 25 May. It was a great opportunity for us to collect first hand data by
observing the behaviours of different endangered species. This observation along with the talk given by
Andrew, the zoo keeper, would help us complete the task for this outcome, which is to create a scientific
poster. We were significantly inspired by the workshop where we discovered different actions that are
currently being taken by the Zoo to save these species, as well as getting a chance to hold one of the frogs!
That surely got our attention. It was a fun day out and a good break from the stress of VCE.
Bomi Lee - Year 11
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What’s happening in Visual Arts?
The Year 9 students have been preparing and painting trees from the wetlands as part of an Art & About Group
Project for the Vannam Drive street view. There are five trees in various stages of painting. Once finished they will
be ‘planted’ as a large group sculpture to symbolise growth, renewal and diversity at Ashwood High School
Left: Imogen and Elisha preparing the
final tree for priming
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In Stage 2 Design and Technology – Create Make Use the students have been finishing their Trinket Boxes using
underglaze as seen here.

Shakira Holmes and Sarah Kim

Xander Morgan, Josh Stanyer and
Beau Watts engraving their boxes

Huon Diggins

Ms Anne Gellatly | Allied Learning Area Coordinator - Arts/Technology/Health/PE
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On Wednesday 7 June the Year 8 Soccer Team, comprising four students from Year 7 and six
students from Year 8, represented Ashwood High School in inter-school sport at Vermont.
The boys played really well and came second of four teams in the first half of the draw. The
scores for the first half of the draw were:
Ashwood High 0

Auburn High 4

Ashwood High 5

Heathmont 0

Ashwood High 7

Warrandyte 2

We played the deciding match for third place out of the total of seven teams against
Templestowe who were placed second in the other half of the draw. Unfortunately, they were too
strong and defeated us 8-0. However, our Ashwood team gained the greater respect for their
sportsmanship on the field. Well done boys!
The whole team played well, but best players on the day were Huon Diggins, Scott McGuigan and
Thomas Burgess.
Ms Anne Gellatly | Sports Teacher
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The Year 8 (& 7) Soccer team
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On 13 May, the Intermediate Boys went out to play Soccer in the Interschool Round Robin
competition. The team consisted of Kevin (Captain), Jakob, Yianni, Matthew, Guiliherme, Majd, Blake,
Ben, Axel, Teauroa, Sean and George. We were placed in Pool A where we played against Auburn,
Mulluana A, Warrandyte and Mulluana B.
Our team played 3 hours of vigorous Soccer with next to no breaks. But within the games, our
communication and teamwork was consistent which played a fundamental part in the resulting scores
which were 1-1, 2-1, 0-0 and 3-0. We came back undefeated as prophesized by Mr.Holloway. We
would like to say a tremendous thank you to Mr.Cifra who took us out on the day and Mr.Holloway for
boosting our spirits as well as being our driver.
Detailed match report is included below:
Match 1:
In the first match it seemed like we were all a bit cold, that's why we started off very slow and the
opponents scored an early goal, but soon after we started to push them a bit more. At the end of the
first half it was a close contest. Down 0-1, in the second half we were finally able to score, George
scored it with the assistance of Jakob. Nothing happened till the game was over, so we tied our first
game. Result: 1-1.
Match 2:
The start of our second match was great; Jakob scored an early goal, and we had lots of chances
afterwards, we hit the cross bar twice, and the opponents had literally nothing to say, until they scored
a very lucky goal after a corner. After this goal we slowed a bit down, but after we started to
concentrate again when the second half started our number of chances to score a goal increased
again, so it didn't take much time until George scored another goal, after a corner from Kevin which
sealed the win. Result 2-1.
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Match 3:
The third team we played was the best team in the whole group, but we were able to show that we’ve
got enough skill to keep with them. In this game, none of our players gave opportunities for the other
team to score, until the opponents got a penalty, because Matthew grabbed one of their players, but
luckily we had an experienced taekwondo fighter as a goal keeper who saved the penalty. This is not
the only save Yiannis made in this game, he also saved a great long shot which nobody thought would
be possible to save. Close to the end we started to pressure the opponents a bit more, and we nearly
scored after a corner, but the ball flew just a little bit above the cross bar. Result 0-0.
Match 4:
In our last game we had the easiest opponents of the whole day, Kevin scored our first goal after just a
few minutes after his awesome long shot. It took us a lot of patience to score the next goal, but it finally
happened and we went into the halftime with a 2-0 lead. The second half started dramatically, Kevin
got injured at the start and we had to play with two men less, because Matthew also had to leave the
field. Somehow the opponents still didn't have any chances and we were able to extend our lead to 3.
Result 3-0
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator
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Incorporating the ACE subjects of English, Maths, Science, and Humanities/Philosophy, the Year 7 ACE
students completed a detailed integrated inquiry project in the final weeks of the Term. On the cross-curricular
topic of Sustainability and operating on the premise that “the world we live in is not sustainable for our future”,
students were required to demonstrate and build on the knowledge and skills acquired across their first
semester in the Program. Through tasks such as a letter to the Prime Minister and a scientific research poster,
students were able to demonstrate a range of skills, including: the use of secondary research, inquiry
questioning, formal and persuasive language, letter writing, oral presentation and data analysis. The final
presentation took place on Friday, 17 June. Student groups presented their detailed findings to an audience of
their teachers and peers. The presentations were indicative of the students’ hard work and an accurate
reflection of the high quality learning over the course of the semester.
Congratulations on a highly successful Integrated Project and in the completion of your first semester
in the ACE Program!
Ms Meg McLellan | ACE Coordinator

Ashwood High School

Students’ work for the ACE Project
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Instrumental lessons are truly underway for Term 2 as are all of the Instrumental ensembles, Production Cast
and Band.
Instrumental Lessons
Enrolment and payment for term 3 Instrumental Lessons can be made in the next few weeks and new members
are always welcome to join our program. So if you have been thinking about it, now is the time to join and learn
to sing or play an instrument. It is a great way to meet new friends and share a connection with other musicians
and singers.
Year 7 Spectacular
All Year 7’s have been involved in the classroom music program leading into the Spectacular to be held on
Wednesday, 15 June where the students will showcase their work by performing both solos and group songs to
their parents and friends. The students are very excited about this gala night.
Choir
We are very pleased to see our newly formed choir gaining in numbers. We meet at lunchtime on Wednesdays
and the students are proudly working on new harmonised arrangements to be performed next semester at
several events. Listen out for an Abba hit on the program.
Ensembles
We have also gained a few new members in the violin/woodwind ensemble to see it become a mixed ensemble
with new songs currently being rehearsed. The guitar ensemble also meet every Thursday lunchtime to
rehearse their repertoire. Many of these ensemble musicians are also involved in the Production Band and
working towards this major event in Term 3. The Production Cast are also singing, acting and dancing their way
through their rehearsals each week with great gusto.
All of our musicians and singers are to be congratulated on the commitment and dedication they show towards
the Performing Arts and the pleasure they bring to our audiences. Music is very powerful and it plays a part in
our lives in so many ways whether as listeners, performers or creators. These students make time in their very
busy school schedules to attend recess, lunch and afterschool rehearsals as well as evening events. Well Done
everyone.
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Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Year 7 Music comments
I enjoyed playing the bass in the class band with the other musicians and look forward to performing in the Year
7 spectacular.
Xander Synott

I liked having a go on all the different instruments, particularly acoustic guitar and drums. It was a lot of fun.
Courtney Tulia

I enjoyed having a go at the Bass guitar. I was really happy that I could play it in the band.
Bailey Monea

I am a guitarist but I got the opportunity to play the drums in the class band and I actually think I like it more.
I am looking forward to performing as I haven’t played the drums before at an event.
Zac Aitken

I have really enjoyed singing in the class band. It has been a really great experience singing with other people.
Jess Harding
More photos from the Acoustic Night
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PRODUCTION

Footloose rehearsals have been happening in full swing -- with the entire cast and band attending with great
enthusiasm and excitement! We have implemented new 'shushing' techniques (called 'Silent Rain' - where
each member has to run their hands down in rain falling motions) for when the cast get overly energetic to
ensure we stay on track, as well as a reward system that gives prizes out to outstanding students at each
rehearsal.
Currently we are halfway through rehearsing Act One, with a lot of great songs being learnt and
choreography to match. We are very excited to see how the Footloose production develops over the next few
months, and are keen to see the audience enjoy it!
Hannah Sim, Year 12
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Images: ‘Singing’ Rehearsal with Ms Mundell and Ms Kaev.

Ashwood High School

Page 27 Parent Newsletter No 4

STATE SCHOOL RELIEF
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
**Please note: there is an expiry date on the ‘Official Authorisation
to Purchase’ State School Relief Vouchers, therefore all uniform
items listed on the form need to be collected from Dobsons
BEFORE the expiry date. The expiry date can be found on the
lower right hand side of the voucher.

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Thank you for your cooperation.
Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager
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It is common that people know more about how to make friends rather than how to keep friends. All
friendships go through difficult times. Often it is how we behave in those hard times that can make the
difference.

Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Good friendships need care and understanding and should not be treated as replaceable. Your ability to
respond and behave in positive, respectful ways will help grow and mend a friendship.
Here are some tips on how to fix a friendship in troubled times:
Forgive:
We all make mistakes and can do things that may upset or hurt someone. To be able to say how the
behaviour makes you feel and then excuse it (and not hold a grudge) takes strength. To really forgive is
done with both words and behaviours. When you learn to forgive you are often the one that benefits the
most!
Apologise:
If you have done something that has upset or hurt someone, say sorry. Remember that an apology begins
with “I” and does not include a “but”. An apology is done by using spoken words and followed up with
positive behaviours.
Behaviour:
You can choose to act in mean ways or good ways. If you think you are a fun, kind, understanding,
trustworthy person then keep being yourself. Don’t let the unkind, angry ways of others direct how you
behave! Practice being positive and respectful.
Words: Written & Said.
Remember the saying …”if you can’t say something good about someone then don’t say anything” In the
heat of a disagreement it is best to say nothing until the emotion has gone and you have time to think
about the situation and your response. This takes strength and control. This is the same for face to face
OR face book to face book conversations!
Sometimes people can just outgrow friendships. Over time interest’s change and people enjoy doing
different things. This is ok & doesn’t mean you stop liking them just because they start to hang out with
others. The more friends we have the more we learn and grow!
Now and then some friendships are not equal with one person trying to control what you say, do and feel.
A respectful friendship is one where you have the right to do and say what you feel you want to. It makes
you feel good about yourself and lets you be yourself. It should not be hard work!
Always think about your own behaviour and how you can act in a respectful way.
Remember your number 1 friend is YOU!

www.andrewfuller.com.au
www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/peer-pressure
www.reachout.com
Ms Fiona Keech | Adolescent Health Nurse
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The Value of a Psychology Degree
I counsel many students who are keen on becoming a Psychologist. According to Victorian Job Guide a
Psychologist studies human behaviour and the processes associated with how people think and feel. They
conduct research and provide treatment and counselling in order to reduce distress and behavioural and
psychological problems. They also promote mental health and positive behaviour in individuals and groups.
To become a fully licenced Psychologist and be able to register with the Psychology Board of Australia you
need to complete an undergraduate Degree (3 years), Honours (1 year) and then either a two year
supervised work placement as a ‘provisional psychologist’ or a Masters Degree (2 years).
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However did you know that according to several Universities students who complete studies in Psychology
don’t necessarily end up becoming Clinical Psychologists. So where does a three year Psychology degree
lead to I hear you ask?
Overall a study in Psychology trains students how to;






Evaluate/research and know what information/research to trust or value
Avoid traps of common fallacies of arguments
Critically analyse information, establish effective research strategies and creative ways of measuring
hypothesis
Work effectively in groups and teaching them how to manage expectations
Build cultural sensitivity and dealing with ethical dilemmas

More specifically a three year Psychology degree opens up career opportunities in the following areas;
Community Services & Counselling
 Welfare
 Child Protection
 Corrections
 Disability
 Youth
 Drugs & alcohol
Business
 Market Research
 Public Relations
 Human Resources
 Recruitment
Education

Support Services
Health Services
 Nursing
 Speech Pathology
 Occupational Therapy
 Research
Graduate Programs
 Government graduate programs
The careers above are all very people focused and so if you aspire to work with others you may want to
consider studies in the Psychology field. For further information on specific job titles you can visit the online
‘good universities guide’ website and for information on Psychology degrees and post graduate studies you
can visit www.vtac.edu.au
Happy Career Researching!
Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor
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Tuesday, 24 May saw a lunchtime visit from JMC Academy supported by two of the FOX FM Street
Machines. It was wonderful to see so many students from all year levels take the opportunity to speak with
Christine from JMC about the courses that they offer and the requirements to enter these courses. Both
Christine and the staff from FOX FM (who were handing out drinks and running competitions) commented on
the behaviour and good manners of the Ashwood High School students.
The second of our lunchtime career sessions will see a visit from the Law department of Monash University.
They will provide information regarding entry into their courses and pathways following completion. This will
take place on Tuesday, 12 July in the CLC.
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Please remember to keep an eye out on Compass for information regarding this and other events.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator
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There has been a growing awareness that Automated External
Defibrillators (AED) can be a lifesaver in circumstances of a sudden
cardiac arrest.
Many organisations including sporting clubs now have these devices
installed as a first line of defence.
The Ashwood High School Council and the Parents and Friends Network
Organisation have purchased two (2) AED units within the School.
These are now housed in (1) the Main Administration Foyer and (2) the
Gymnasium Foyer and there are signs around the School indicating the
presence of these devices.
The units chosen are from Cardiac Science – the Powerheart G5 – and are fully automated with audio
instructions and electronic monitoring.
These units were purchased at a cost of $2,450 each and their purchase was subsidised by the organisation
called Defib for Life – see: http://www.defibforlife.org.au

Parent / Community Partnerships

AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS

Defib For Life! (DFL) was founded by highly experienced Victorian MICA Paramedic Andrew White, following
the deaths of several young athletes and officials at sporting venues in Victoria. In particular Stephen
Buckman, a 19 year old player who collapsed and died from Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) while attending
training at Rupertswood Football Club in May 2010.
Hopefully, we will never have to use these devices in the School.
Mr Peter Forbes | Facilities Manager

BUILDING WORKS PROGRESS
The Stage 2 of our building program proceeds apace.
1.

The second half of the Hall conversion to Music and Multimedia is well ahead of schedule and we hope to
have access as soon as the latter part of Term 3.

2.

The new building, amphitheatre and sports courts are beginning to take shape. The earthworks have
been proceeding and the building slab was poured successfully on Tuesday, 31 May. Very soon the steel
work for the frame will appear and work will really speed up. The expected completion date is still on
schedule for the end of this year

3.

Maintenance works on the Art — Design — Technology Centre is being carried out trade at a time, with
most work planned for Term holidays to minimise disruption to classes.

Mr Peter Forbes | Facilities Manager
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2016 Federal Election - Saturday 2 July 2016
Ashwood High School is a Federal Election Polling Booth, and we are taking this opportunity to raise some
funds towards our goal of upgrading the surface of the new to be installed multi-purpose outdoor courts
from asphalt to plexipave.
This is an absolute must for
every Election Polling Booth.
Aren’t you drooling just thinking
about the tables laden with
delicious baked treats?
We would like every family
(parents, guardians,
grandparents, students) to bake
something yummy for us to sell
on the day.





Big Cakes
Cup Cakes
Honey Joys
Chocolate Crackles
Biscuits
Slices
Pancakes
Toffees
 what else can you make?

ATTENTION: Students, Parents,
Guardians... all family members....
There are many ways you can assist with
Ashwood High School’s PFN Federal Election
Day Fundraising activities.

All baked goods need to be placed on a disposable
plate then enclosed in a plastic bag. The name of the
product and a list of all ingredients needs to be adhered
to the plastic bag (this is a Monash Council Food Handling
requirement).

1.
2.
3.

Please no products that contain fresh cream.
Details regarding the drop off time and location for the
baked items will be
notified very soon.
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Parents & Friends Network Fundraiser

Bake something for the Cake Stall
Donate towards our Raffle
Offer your assistance to help on the day
* setting up tables and BBQs
* cooking or serving sausages
* selling raffle tickets
* serving at the Cake Stall

Please email pfn@ashwood.vic.edu.au and let
us know what you are able to help with.

Raffle prizes wanted
With such a captive external audience, we are going to take this
opportunity to promote our school with a raffle.
We already have some donations of prizes and ask all families to help
by donating new things to create hampers for raffle prizes. Or you may
know of a local business who would be willing to donate to our raffle.
Ashwood High School Parents & Friends Network (PFN) is a group of
parents interested in supporting our school. We work collaboratively with
other school parents, use and offer our skills and networks to support the
school and also develop friendships.
All for the betterment of the school, students and staff.
If you would like to know more
email pfn@ashwood.vic.edu.au or
sms/phone PFN Chairperson, Toni Peters on
0400137866
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Our meetings are on Wednesdays 7pm
– 8:30pm
8.30pmininthe
theCLC,
CLC,and
andare
are
2 week
weeksbefore
the
before the School Council meetings.
Everyone is welcome and if you need
to bring your children too, that is okay.
Meeting Schedule
8 June | 20 July | 17 Aug | 26 Oct | 23 Nov
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