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Newsletter

2016

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

Welcome to Ashwood High School for 2016
– Good to GREAT
We have enjoyed an outstanding start to the year.
The Professional Learning Program for staff,
conducted on 27 January, 2016 was most
productive, focusing on the quality of teaching and
learning. The theme for 2016 is: The Critical Role of
Engagement and Action in ‘Awakening the Sleeping
Giant’. The academic program which commenced
on Friday 29 January, 2016 was well received by
students.
I have already made contact with a number of our
enthusiastic Year 7 students and all have impressed
me with their courtesy and manners. I have had the
privilege of taking a good number of prospective
students and families on tours of our school. We
have had an influx of student enrolments across a
range of year levels. As members of the Ashwood
High School community we have a responsibility to

help
newcomers with their transition to our GREAT school.
Attention to the ‘DETAILS’ will be of importance as
we grow. Thank you to staff and students (with
parental support) for the positive start to the year.
Enrolments - Growing Pride and Achievement
Our school has experienced its first enrolment

UPCOMING EVENTS
1 March
1 March
2 March
4 March
4 March
8 March
9 March
22 March

Year 7 Immunisation
Year 12 Physics Day at Luna Park
County/Supreme Courts Visit
Ethics, Zoo and You
GTAC Pathways of Glucose
School Photos
Scienceworks Excursion
Western Water Treatment Plant Visit
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increase in a significant period of time. This is positive
for our future. The student retention rate in the Senior
School (Year 10-12) is very healthy.
Whole School Assembly - Enhancing the Student
Culture
Our first Whole School Assembly held 2 February 2016
set the platform for a positive year. New staff,
Leadership staff and the Student Leadership Executive
were all welcomed into their positions. Our School
Captains, Madeliene Ryan and Hannah Sim, set the
tone, specifically welcoming new Year 7 students to
the school. More students than ever before
congregated in the Performing Arts Centre for a whole
school assembly. The behaviour of students was
exemplary. Dr Robyn Floyd, Acting Principal of Glen
Iris Primary School and former student of Ashwood
High School spoke with pride and affection about
Ashwood High School.
School Name Change to Ashwood High School –
Good to GREAT
On the 11 January, 2016, the Minister for Education
endorsed the school name change from Ashwood
Secondary College to Ashwood High School. The
School Governance and Operations Unit requested that
the Registrar for Geographic Names arrange for the
gazettal of the name. The name was gazetted in the
Victoria Government Gazette on Thursday, 21 January
2016. On Thursday 21 January at 3:13pm, the school
was informed that the name Ashwood High School
became official. A copy of the gazette notice has been
made available at Reception for viewing.
Architectural and Building Program – Stage 2 –
Growing Pride and Achievement
Ashwood High School

The demolition phase of Stage 2 of the Building
Program has occurred in accordance with DET and
Worksafe guidelines. Thank you to Peter Forbes for his
attention to detail and outstanding commitment to the
Ashwood High School community.
VCE Results 2015 – Growing Pride and
Achievement
The VCE results of the Class of 2015 were extremely
positive. As a school we are proud of the achievements
of former students. The Median VCE Study Score for
2015 was 29 and 5.2% of Study Scores were above 40.
Congratulations to all involved. A good proportion of
students obtained ATARs of 90 or above.




73% of all 2015 Year 12 (including VCAL) will go
on to Further Education
95% of students who applied for tertiary places
received an offer
Over 60% of those students who received an offer
were successful with their 1st or 2nd preference.

Dux for 2016 - Growing Pride and Achievement
Congratulations to the College Dux for 2015
Amira Mohammad-Mohany with an ATAR of 98.35.
House Swimming Carnival Attendance - Enhancing
the Student Culture
Student attendance at this year’s House Swimming
Carnival held on Tuesday 16 February, in
unseasonably cool weather was 83.05%; the highest in
the history of this event; evidence of our students’
connectedness to school. Congratulations to Melba
House who took out the ‘Shield’ in a competitive field.
Co-curricular

Program

2016

-

Enhancing

the
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Student Culture
The Year 12 Study Retreat and Year 11 Sydney Camp
were positive experiences for students and staff. The
commitment of Ashwood High School staff towards the
holistic development of the child is outstanding. The
International Student Program Lunar New Year
Celebration
was
an
important
part
of
celebrating our inclusive
culture at Ashwood High
School. Congratulations to
Kim
Elliston
(International
Student
Coordinator) and her team
for their commitment to the
program.
Peter Nevill – Debutante Recognition Program –
Cricket Victoria – Increasing Positive Parental and
Community Involvement
Representing Ashwood High School, I had the pleasure
of attending a ceremony hosted by Cricket Victoria on 3
February, 2016 to recognise the achievements of past
student Peter Nevill, Australian Test Cricketer and
former student of Ashwood High School.
Uniform – Growing Pride and Achievement;
Enhancing the Student Culture
Ashwood High School students are looking very well
presented in their school uniform. We are working with
Dobsons to improve supply and provision. I would like
to thank you for ensuring that our students do
themselves, their families and their school proud.
Thank you for your support and understanding.
Student Leadership Initiatives – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing the Student Culture
A new student leadership structure has been
implemented at Ashwood High School to increase
student input and capacity. Student leadership
meetings have provided a medium through which to
consider the student voice and advocate for student
wellbeing, engagement and achievement.
Student Scholarship Recipients – Enhancing
Student Culture
Congratulations to the following scholarship recipients
who have commenced their academic studies at
Ashwood High School this year as Year 7 students:
 Academic Scholarship – Lily Jekel (Malvern Valley
Primary School)
 Sport Scholarship – Sienna Spencer (Essex
Heights Primary School)
 Civics and Citizenship Scholarship – Jessica
Harding (Parkhill Primary School)

Ashwood High School

Staffing
–
Staff
and
Building
Capacity
The following
have
been
appointed to
positions
at
Ashwood High

Valuing

staff

School:

New Staff:
 Leanne Marrison – Student Services Manager
 Cassandra Gatt – Classroom Teacher, English, EAL
 Tom Grbac – Sports Coordinator, Classroom
Teacher Maths, Science, PE
 Lara Walton – Integration Aide
 Tim Gibson – ICT Technician
 Debbie Whitehouse – Business Manager
 Nick Olver – School Chaplain and Camps
Coordinator

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Returning Staff:
 Natalie Same – Production Manager/Producer,
Classroom Teacher English, Performing Arts
Special Placement:
 Dr Robyn Floyd –Assistant Principal – VCAA –
Civics & Citizenship Curriculum Development
Over the course of this semester, newly appointed
members of staff will be featured in Newsletters as part
of their induction and introduction to our school
community. I am sure that parents are interested in
learning about the high quality of our newly appointed
staff.
Staff Roles – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
We are extremely fortunate to be part of a school
where staff members want to make a difference. Each
year staff members undertake various positions of
leadership and responsibility in addition to their
teaching or support roles. Thank you to all staff
members who have applied for and accepted Positions
Page 3 Parent Newsletter No 1

of Responsibility that enable us to deliver excellent
teaching and learning in our classrooms and an
outstanding range of co-curricular programs.
One of the important aspects of the organisational
structure is the delineation of responsibilities for the
Assistant Principals. The two roles have been
structured as follows:
Anna Kukuruzovic is responsible for Student
Management
Debra Gibson is responsible for Curriculum,
School Operations and Learning.
If parents have any concerns or issues that cannot be
managed through the House Coordinators or
classroom teachers, please be guided by the above
information when deciding who will best assist you.
‘Come and See Morning Tea’ – Increasing Positive
Parental and Community Engagement
We are looking forward to holding a ‘Come and See
Morning Tea’ on Thursday 10 March for Year 7
parents and 2015 Grade 6 Teachers. We look forward
to meeting many proud Year 7 parents at this
inaugural event.
Parents & Friends Network Meeting – Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
The re-launch of the Parents and Friends will occur on
Wednesday 9 March, 2016 at 7:00pm in the CLC.
Please come along if you are interested in being part
of turning this very good school into the GREAT school
it can be.
School Council 2016 Elections
On behalf of Council I thank parent, student and staff
members for their commitment to the sound governance
of Ashwood High School and ‘The Path Forward – New
Direction at Ashwood’ which is gaining positive
momentum in the community. The school has received
8 parent nominations for the 3 parent positions available
and 2 staff nominations for the 2 positions available.
This will mean that there will be an election for parent
members of the School Council for the term of March
2016 – March 2018. This process will occur according
to Department guidelines.
Marketing and Communications - Ashwood High
School Website – Good to GREAT
Our new website looks magnificent and is highly
informative. Congratulations to Donna Mineo, Executive
Assistant, Marketing and Communications Manager for
her exemplary work for our school community. If you
have not accessed our website please do so on:

Ashwood High School

www.ashwood.vic.edu.au
Re-badging - Marketing and Communications –
Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
The school is currently working on a number of high
quality products as part of continuing to lift the profile of
our school and its new identity in the local community.
These products include signage as part of the Building
Program, a School Prospectus and new masthead for
all stationary. This will be based on the new Logo and
motto which have been well received by members of the
school community.
Ashwood Revealed Campaign – 2016 – Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
A plan has been developed for promoting Ashwood
High School to the community and prospective
families. The Ashwood Revealed Campaign will
involve six main sub-programs:
 Weekly Tours of Ashwood High School with the
Principal – 9:00am each Tuesday and Friday
 Primary School Visits – Shelley Haughey and
student ambassadors
 Primary School Morning Tea and Evening
presentations by the Principal
 ‘A Day in the Life of Ashwood High School’ – a
special program for Grade 6 students to
experience Ashwood High School
 Ashwood High School Open Night - Ashwood
Revealed
 Open Morning (publicised at the Open Night)

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

Please see Shelley Haughey if you would be
interested in taking on an active role as a parent /
student ambassador; this will speak volumes for our
school. Thank you.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
29 February, 2016
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UNIFORM
It is great to see so many students in the new school
uniform and we have received a lot of feedback from
the local community and visitors to the school reflecting
the positive image that it promotes.
Thank you for your patience and understanding with the
delays in delivery of uniform items. We have been in
close contact with Dobsons in order to ensure
availability of outstanding uniform orders and the
availability of new stock as soon as possible.
Dobsons have advised of the availability dates for the
following garments
Blazers:
Jumpers
Ties:
D-tech Jacket:
Sports Polo:

15/4/16
20/3/16
5/3/16
18/4/16
14/3/16

Dobsons are in the process of updating their website to
reflect the new school uniform requirements.

The full uniform policy can be found on the website
along with the Dobsons price list. It is important for all
students to be familiar with the uniform policy and the
requirements and expectations that it details.
As
previously advised there is a three year transition period
for the introduction of the new uniform and the policy
provides details of the uniform requirements during this
transition.
Please note that facial piercings are not allowed.
Earrings should be small plain silver or gold studs or
sleepers. Studs should be a maximum of 3mm and
sleepers a maximum of 10mm in diameter. Please note
that socks are to cover the ankle and should show 15
cm above the shoe line. The winter skirt is to be worn
only with tights not with socks. Thank you to all who
are wearing their uniform correctly and in compliance
with the policy.
Ms Anna Kukuruzovic| Assistant Principal

The login details are: LOGIN:

Ashwood High School
PASSWORD: ASH1598

Welcome back everyone. I trust that the summer break
was a relaxing and enjoyable time for families to enjoy
some downtime and the opportunity to catch up with
family and friends. A particular welcome to the new
students and families in the school, I hope that your
introduction to Ashwood High School is the beginning of
a long and prosperous relationship.
As you will read throughout the newsletter the start to
2016 has been very positive. Year 11 and 12 students
have embraced the experiences of their respective
camps and study retreats and have commenced the
year with enthusiasm and diligence. Similarly the
students in Years 7-10 have hit the ground running, with
comprehensive teaching and learning programs taking
effect on day one.
Thank you to all staff for their planning and preparation
over the holiday break to ensure that all learning
programs were up and running for the commencement
of the 2016 academic year. In particular I would like to
acknowledge VCE teachers who have reviewed
updated and modified learning programs to incorporate
the new VCE study designs.
COMMUNICATION
Timely, accurate and purposeful communication
between school and home is an essential component of
all high performing schools. Ashwood High School
utilises Compass as the vehicle for communication.
Please ensure that you are able to access Compass
and that you regularly check for current news items and
relevant events. Students and parents are provided
with individualised log in details and I would like to
remind parents that they should not share their login
information with students. Emails can be sent to
teachers through Compass and I encourage parents to
email teachers if they have any concerns or questions
regarding their child’s learning progress or work
requirements. If you are experiencing any difficulty with
accessing or using Compass please contact the
Ashwood High School

General Office (ph 9807 1333) for assistance and
resolution of your issue.
WORK REQUIREMENTS
All students have homework. If you are unsure of what
your child is doing at school Compass allows you to
view your child’s daily, weekly, monthly, term and
semester schedule. By clicking on each class you will
be able to see the learning intention of each class.
I encourage you to look in Compass and familiarise
yourself with your child’s classes and activities so that
you are able to support them in their studies. You will
be advised by the classroom teacher of any work that
has not been submitted by the due date, and I ask for
your support in following this up to ensure that your
child completes all set tasks and does not fall behind or
miss key aspects of the curriculum. Students in Year
11 and 12 must provide medical certificates if they miss
any SACs in order to be eligible for the opportunity to
complete them at an alternative time.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORT

EXURSIONS/INCURSIONS
Excursions and incursions are important components of
the learning programs. Opportunities for authentic
learning
opportunities
outside
the
classroom
environment are invaluable and are generally viewed by
students as most engaging and rewarding experiences.
Please ensure that your child is able to participate in,
and attend, all such opportunities by approving and
paying for events when they are published in Compass.
It is important that consent and payment is received by
the due date as we must attend to booking and
payments for transport and facilities. If we do not have
required numbers by the due date, then it is likely that
the excursion/incursion will be cancelled.
Mrs Debra Gibson| Acting Assistant Principal
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Senior School Report
The year has begun smoothly for the majority of our Senior students as they settle themselves into their
studies. Students have been approaching their school work and their role as leaders within the school in a
manner that will set them up well for the year ahead.
The Year 11 students have settled into their VCAL and VCE programs and are coming to grips with the
processes and protocols involved with these courses. I would encourage any student, or parent/guardian,
that has concerns regarding any of these processes to contact myself as Senior School Coordinator for
clarification.
The requirements and expectations of our Year 12 cohort were further explored, explained and
implemented during the Year 12 Study Retreat at Deakin University, held during the second week of term. It
was pleasing to see the majority of the students participating in this retreat as the students gained many
skills that will assist in this, their final year. The Retreat was followed up with a Parent Information session
on Tuesday 9th February. The parents and guardians that attended this session were provide with an
overview of the expectations, a timeline of events for the year ahead and participated in an Elevate
Education Parent Session that followed up on sessions the students attended during the Retreat. The
evening concluded with informal discussion over supper and the general conversation at this time was that
it had been an evening well spent.
One thing that was emphasised to students, parents and guardians was the need to access Compass on a
regular basis. Compass is the main way in which information is communicated within Ashwood High School.
Events such as excursions, camps and sporting events will all continue to be available for payment and
consent on Compass, however at the Senior level you will also note that SACs for the VCE students and
major assessment dates for Outcomes for the VCAL students are also appearing on the student’s
dashboard. Please be aware that attendance has an impact on a student’s success and any absence in the
senior years should be accompanied by a medical certificate supplied to the House Coordinator upon a
student’s return. This is particularly important for any absences on the day of a SAC (VCE) or Outcome due
date (VCAL).

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

I would like to conclude with some words from a number of our Year 12 students reflecting on the Retreat
and also two of our VCAL students discussing the major project currently being undertaken by our students.
I look forward to a fulfilling year ahead for all of our students.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator

On the Year 12 retreat, I had many new experiences. I understood the presenters and have set myself a
goal to achieve for my ATAR score in
order to get in the course I want in
Uni. I learned some good ways to
study, which can help me organize
my time more efficiently. The food I
had was completely different to the
food in China, but I still liked it. Even
though I haven't decided which
university to go, I was happy that I got
to see a university campus and learn
about their courses before my Year
12 final exams.
Rochelle Jiao

The overall camp was fun and informative for both VCE and VCAL
students. There were lectures that
involved all students and also lectures that were based on the students preferred learning pathway (VCE or VCAL). It was also good to be
able to basically explore Deakin and get an idea of what "uni life" was like. I think
everyone that participated had a good time and got something positive out of the experience.
Rickie Hartley

The 2016 Year 12 study retreat was an overnight stay at Deakin University. Through tours and talks which
focused on the important skills and tactics needed to successfully manage our last year, the year twelve

Ashwood High School
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cohort grew closer together and more confident about the year to come. The retreat was enjoyable, the food
was fantastic and the information collected was invaluable for 2016. We all left the camp motivated,
informed and closer together as a collective; it achieved its purpose. What more could you want in a camp?
Kathryn Costa

This is our last year of school. This is also the most important year of school for us Year 12s. This is what
13 years of school has led us to. This Study Retreat that was considered our final ever camp, gave us so
much help and mainly motivation towards building ourselves a better future. We have been motivated with
how we want to be remembered by Miss Haughey, we learned about Undergraduate courses and how to
apply, we learned the best ways to study and maximise our time. We learned the best techniques for getting
the best English scores from a legitimate VCAA English Exam Marker. And we learned from a highly
respected motivational speaker, Mark Dobson, to always think that we are the best. Because if we think we
are, we are. The main thing that I got out of this whole experience is motivation. I am now more motivated
than ever to get the best Study Score and best ATAR I can, especially after seeing Deakin's facilities. To top
it all off the dinner was AMAZING. Best Italian I have had in a very long time, definite highlight. This camp
was a great experience that I will remember forever.
Mitchel Mahon

Ashwood High School
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Year 12 Parent and Guardian Information Session
On the 9 February, I was amongst a group of people, who
attended the Ashwood High School Year 12 Parent and
Guardian
Information Session, which was run by Senior
School Coordinator, Julie Huggins. Julie presented a very
comprehensive and informative session about what to
expect during Year 12. After Julie spoke, there was a
presentation by Elevate Education, who had previously
talked to the Year 12 students, at their Study Retreat, at
Deakin University. The representative from Elevate
Education, Adam, was a very dynamic and engaging
speaker and he was able to impart a lot of useful information about how parents and guardians can best assist their children, throughout Year 12. Adam outlined the secrets of student success (as determined by Elevate Education, through years of thorough research into the practices of top performing students).
Some of the study skills and techniques, which were outlined during the presentation, included:




Effective time management – taking the approach that leisure activity and other commitments
should be the first things to be filled in on a calendar, and study periods are then worked in around
that.
Organising school work and notes, throughout the year – this will help to make exam revision much
more productive.
Deliberate practice – Adam said that top performers don’t excel because they are smarter, or more
genetically gifted, than their competitors. Instead, high levels of performance are usually the result
of working through as many practice exams, as possible.

Adam also covered areas such as stress management, how to motivate children to study, and how to
manage distractions. He also provided information about many useful apps.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

All in all, the information night was a very positive and valuable experience. Adam revealed techniques
which should enable parents and guardians to focus on the best ways to support their sons and
daughters, through this most important year.
Russell Diggins (Year 12 parent)

VCAL WETLANDS PROJECT
The students of Ashwood High School in 1982 developed the wetlands to create a community based area
of the school to bring the school and community together as a team. Now, 34 years after the construction of
the wetlands, it has become an unsafe and unwelcome environment for everybody in the community and
school. The VCAL students of 2016 are preparing to reconstruct and enhance the quality of the wetlands.
Our goal is to reboot the life and atmosphere of the wetlands by rebuilding the bridges, replanting the native
plants, taking out the weeds and making it a safe and natural habitat for the native animals and plants.
Currently we are seeking as much assistance as we possibly can. If there is anyone who can assist,
or knows of anyone who can assist with the renewal of the wetlands. Please contact Mrs Huggins or
Ms Preston, it would be highly appreciated.
Clancy McNamara and Centauri Hirt - Project Managers

Ashwood High School
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Welcome Back!
What a wonderful start to 2016 we have had. I would like to welcome all the Year 7’s to our school community
along with all of the new students in other year levels, I hope that you have had a successful start to the year
and are getting used to how things happen here at Ashwood High School.
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce some key people in the wellbeing of the students at Ashwood
High School. Your first point of contact for general queries is your child’s STAR group teacher, they will be
able to help you with a range of different general enquires, advice on homework issues, or if they are not sure
about an excursion or extra-curricular activity. If there is a more serious issue or an ongoing issue then you
need to make contact with your child’s House Coordinator. Mr. John Sheehan is responsible for Cowan
House, Mr. Dom Holloway is responsible for Flynn, Ms. Allison Phillips is responsible for Melba, and
Ms. Bridget Ferguson is responsible for Paterson. It is best to do this via e-mail as they will then have an
opportunity to ensure that they have all the correct information for you when they return your communication.
Please expect a reply within 48 hours before you make contact again as they are very busy looking after your
children at school.
Welcome to the team Lea Marrison who is the Student Services Manager, she is looking after the Program
for Students with Disability as well as overseeing the school nurse, and Chaplain program. She is available to
assist students with a range of needs including making contact with external services, referring onto medical
professionals and is also running the peer support program for Year 7 students.
Welcome Nick Olver, who joins us as the School Chaplain. Nick will work with students throughout the school
to provide support and counselling when required. Nick also takes on the role as Camps Coordinator, so you
can look forward to receiving information about camp week - last week of Term 2 (Year 7-10). These people
are key to the
support network for your child’s success here at Ashwood High School, please be proactive
in speaking to your child about what house they are in and who their STAR teacher is so you know who is
best to contact.
Upcoming events that parents need to be aware of specifically for students in Years 7-10 are camps. These
happen at the end of Term 2 but will creep up on us quickly. So please make sure that you keep an eye on
Compass for further information about what camps apply to you.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

I am looking forward to working with you during the year in making sure that your child is safe, happy and
engaged at school.
Ms Shelley Haughey | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

YOUR VOICE MATTERS!
Parents and school staff are partners in our children's education
and we invite you to become part of our Parents and Friends
Network.
Being part of the Ashwood High School Parents & Friends
Network you show that you are interested in supporting our
school and you can:




Gain an understanding of how the school operates
Use and offer your skills and networks to support the school
Develop friendships
Work collaboratively with other school parents

Ashwood High School
Parents and Friends Network
Inaugural Meeting
Wednesday 9 March 2016
7:00pm in CLC

all for the betterment of the school, students and staff.
Want to participate and contribute to your school community? Want to help with organising and assisting…..





Social events?
Fundraising activities?
Educational activities?
Promotions?

Come along to our first meeting and join us in making Ashwood High School a Great School.
If you have any queries or would like more information about our Parents and Friends Network please contact
Ms Donna Mineo via email mineo.donna.a@edumail.vic.gov.au or phone 9807 1333.

Ashwood High School
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As Leading Teacher for Pedagogy, Partnerships and Professional Learning I have the opportunity to work
closely with the staff at Ashwood High School to strongly impact and improve student outcomes. As
educators this is our fundamental goal. Continuous reflection, learning and improvement are essential
ingredients to a high performing school. As staff we understand the importance of professional learning to
extend our knowledge and improve our professional practice.
Research clearly shows that in order to positively impact upon learner outcomes, we need to engage in a
clear and focused process of professional development. In 2016, this process began on the first two days
of the school calendar year. Our two Day Program involved staff continuing our school improvement
journey through engagement in a variety of professional learning sessions. This included the
establishment of Action Research Teams (ARTs). In these teams staff worked together to identify
authentic teaching or learning issues that our students face. They subsequently work collegiately to
research best practice and opportunities to address the issues and improve the quality of teaching and
learning. The ARTs will need to trial and refine new pedagogical approaches before adding them to
teaching repertoires and sharing will the whole school learning community.
The analysis of data is essential to this professional learning. Data provides insights that allow us to
determine our strengths and areas for improvements. It provides the window into issues or problems that
need addressing. During week 4 staff participated in an analysis of our 2015 VCE data with Educational
Consultant Carmel Richardson. Carmel has extensive experience in analysing and interpreting data, and
is considered an expert in this field. The insights gained through this invaluable opportunity lay the
foundation to improve student outcomes from Years 7 to 12. Ashwood High School is proud of our
partnership with Carmel and look forward to continuing this as we move forward.
Strengthening ties with Deakin University is also a priority for Ashwood. With a number of different
programs underway, including Literacy, Pre-Service Teachers and Sport, we are now working to establish
and Alliance with Deakin and nearby primary schools. The value of our partnership with Deakin cannot be
underestimated as it provides us with access to current and emerging educational theories and programs.
At the same time the Deakin pre-service teachers are enriched through their immersion in the rich
curriculum we offer and the opportunities to experience the wide range of co-curricular programs.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

PEDAGOGY, PARTNERSHIP & PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Mr Chris Tipping | Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader
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Cowan House Report
Welcome back everyone for 2016! I would particularly like to welcome the following new students starting in
Cowan House this year; Sean Beattie, Jasmyne Brooks, Nicole Hou, Koli Ika, Lily Jekel, Jakob Moeller, Woody

O’Bryan, Raven Old, Franck Panazio, Sarah Webster, Sam Gosbell, Nesi Kauvaka, Zoe Khoza- Millar, Caitlin Mai,
Laura McGill, Zachary Aitken, Courtney Tulia, Booker Wei, Aidan Chan, Jessica Harding, Kayla Karlsen,
Meg Kennedy, Steve Miao, Julie Moeller, Remy Sharp and Emma Silk

It is great to see so many new faces starting in Cowan House, with students now having overcome their early
nerves and well and truly settled into Ashwood High School life. As a group they have already been great
contributors to the house, giving it their all in the recent swimming carnival. The Cowan House attendance at
the carnival was exceptional and I would like to commend those that attended and participated on making it
such an excellent day. I have asked the House Captain Rachel Hull and Co-Captain Kevin Lee to provide a
brief background on themselves as well as a report of the carnival. I am really looking forward to a successful
2016, Go Cowan !
Mr John Sheehan | Cowan House Co-ordinator

My name is Rachel and I am proud to be the 2016 Cowan House Captain. I have been at
Ashwood since Year 7 and I have been lucky enough to witness the development of the
school during this time. I love sport; I play hockey, lacrosse and tennis, and love to do
drawing and painting in my spare time. My personal goal this year is to try my absolute best,
so I can get the most out of my final year at Ashwood High School and hopefully help Cowan
House to win the House Shield.
The Swimming Carnival on the 16th of February was a huge success for me individually and
for my House. I am truly proud that so many students went out and participated in as many
events as they could, even when they were tired and cold. When I was desperately looking for one more person
to be in a relay team, one Cowan House girl said to me, "yeah sure I'll do it!" and I could not have been happier.
It’s people like this that make being Cowan House Captain so rewarding. Finishing 3rd does not look like much,
but that’s now become our bench mark for improving. This is Cowan House's year, and we are going to win!

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)
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Rachel Hull- House Captain

I am Kevin and I am the Co-Captain for Cowan 2016. Both Rachel and I are extremely proud
to be the leaders that will hopefully boost Cowan House all the way to the top this year.
Personally, I enjoy doing a wide variety of activities, including sport, reading, listening to
music and a bit of writing and drawing. I am an active person, an enthusiastic listener and
have many different interests in a whole range of areas. My personal goal for this year is to
set up good learning habits in preparation for my upcoming VCE years.
Kevin Lee- House Co-Captain

Ashwood High School
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Flynn House Report
Greetings all, and welcome to Flynn House in 2016.
Last year Flynn House has tremendous success in building a house spirit of participation and inclusiveness,
leading to us winning the House Shield for 2015. In this spirit, I’m pleased to welcome our new students to the
house and look forward to seeing them carry forward our successes and spirit into the future.
I’d like to welcome our new Year 7 students, Thomas Burgess, Cody Dunstan, Tasharni Fred, Nyapal Giek,
Callum Gribben, Kevin Jiang, Laura Macfarlane, Bailey Monea, Mark Powell, Ben Seers, Sienna Spencer and
Catherine Tupou. Its been very pleasing to see these, and our new students from other year levels,
Michael Wang, Leo Su, Sarah Wang, Harry Langlands and Hayden Gribbin engage with the house and already

participate in STAR and school events
Mr Dom Holloway | Flynn House Coordinator

Hi there, my name is Lachie Pior and this year I’m trying to survive Year 12! I like to think
I am a happy and a really approachable guy, I’m really into design and graphics and have
huge passion in communication! I love meeting new people and making new friends. I
have a big interest in personal development and how it can affect the way we live and
interact with others. This year I plan to try and help everyone achieve their goals and help
them to develop their academic and personable attributes.
Lachie Pior - House Captain

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)
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Hi there, I am Chelsea, Flynn House Co Captain. As a student, my interests and favourite
subjects are English, Sport/Health and Art, but I generally like them all. In the future I'm
looking at doing forensic science/criminology or some kind of medical work, but however,
this year, a focus of mine is to work on developing an even greater sense of community
and communication across all year levels. I think that it's important to have good
communication and sense of being, not only as a house, but as a school.
Chelsea Dunstan - Co-Captain

Hi everyone! Lachie and Chelsea here your Flynn House Captains for 2016! We want to start off by
congratulating a very deserving Melba House on their success in the pool on Tuesday and the amazing
sportsmanship they showed. As well as a big congratulations to everyone who participated throughout the
houses. Unfortunately Flynn didn't grab the top spot but I’m sure all of us as a House are looking forward to
the upcoming Cross Country Event and have our sights set on retaining the Athletics Championship Title we
obtained last year though amazing participation and effort!
Lachie Pior and Chelsea Dunstan

Ashwood High School
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Melba House Report
A warm welcome back to all Melba House students for 2016. It is going to be another exciting year at Ashwood
High School. An extra special welcome to our new students to Melba House this year:
Bianca Baldwin (Yr 12), Jae Berry (Yr 7), Taamika Witehira (Yr 7), William Brumley (Yr 9), Bridget Myles (Yr 9), Vu Tran
(Yr 9), Kelly Xiao (Yr 10), Ben Fitchett (Yr 11), Miguel Myles (Yr 11), Mia Hamilton (Yr 7), Dylan Matthews (Yr 7), Aiden
Bath (Yr 7), Benny Qin (Yr 10), Kody Sturdy-Power (Yr 7), Tobias Wu (Yr 10), Karen Zhu (Yr 10), Frank Yu (Yr 10), Kelly
Martin (Yr 7), Andy Deng (Yr 7), Lula Tadesse (Yr 7).

Congratulations to Melba House on an outstanding win at swimming sports on Tuesday. A true display of how
our motto of participation, participation and participation pays off. Thank you to all those who swam, helped staff
and cheered on the swimmers. I look forward to future house events where Melba House can show their
dominance! Look out for some great photos on our House notice board.
Our Melbas House Captains would like to introduce themselves:
My name is Libby Thacker, I am in Year 12 and I am the Captain for Melba this year. I want to
leave Ashwood a better place once I leave it at the end of this year. I want to leave behind me
a change in Ashwood and Melba houses future for the better. In my free time I love to dance as
it is a passion of mine that I have followed my whole life. As House Captain I want to push
Melba to do better and get more involved.
Libby Thacker - House Captain

I am Alan Martin, I am in Year 10 and I am the Co-Captain for Melba this year. Together with
my captain Libby, we would like to support and encourage Melba to success. Personally, I like
to mess around with technology and I play high-level table tennis. My goal for this year is to
make the school better for the younger students so they can continue to make Melba house
great and continue to pursue Melbas winning streak as well as their own goals and ambitions.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)
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Alan Martin - Co Captain

The Swimming Carnival
On Tuesday the 16th of February Ashwood had its annual Swimming Carnival where students
(and some teachers) raced head-to-head for house points to be this year’s swimming carnival champions.
Everyone had something to swim in from the competitive races like backstroke and freestyle to the novelty races
such as the noodle race and kickboard relay so everyone had some fun!
However at the end of the day came the results: in 4 th place Flynn (Red) in 3rd place Cowan (Yellow) in 2nd place
Patterson (Blue) which meant MELBA (Green) won the day with 310 points!!
Overall it was an amazing day with lots of participation and fun, thanks to all the staff that organised it.
Ms Allison Phillips | Melba House Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Paterson House Report
2016 is off to a flying start. We have had a busy term already and still a lot more events coming up. But what a
start to the year, second in the Swimming Carnival! I would like to congratulate the house on their fantastic
achievements and their willingness to give it a go. What great team efforts from our relay teams, with many coming
in first. I look forward to a great year of success, growth and development for each and every person in Paterson
House.
Ms Brigitte Ferguson | Paterson House Coordinator

My name is Hayley and I am the Paterson House Captain for 2016. I enjoy acting, reading
and the arts. I look forward to spending my last year at Ashwood High School as being a
representative of Paterson House.
Hi I’m Jacobi Loria, and I am the Paterson Co-Captain for 2016. I’m into dancing, swimming
and online gaming. We are both excited about working closely together with our
Co-Ordinator, Ms. Ferguson, and the other House Captains, Co-Captains and House
Co-Ordinators.
Throughout our lives we make and achieve goals not only in childhood but late into our adult
life, our job for this year is to help our House and the students in our House achieve their goals. We will do this by
encouraging them to do their best as well as helping them in any way we can.
Our goals for Paterson House are to grow closer as a community and achieve greatness so
that when we look back on the year we can acknowledge the achievements and new
abilities that we have created together as a House. To be able for our house to grow as a
community we’ll need the students in our House from all the year levels to become closer
than they are already, we are able to help this bond grow by thinking up different activities to
do during STAR sessions than previous years.
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Tuesday February 16th was the Ashwood High School Swimming Carnival, where we went
around during the day and helped encourage students in Paterson House to have a go in
the pool, despite the unlucky weather we had. We would like to congratulate everyone who
attended the Swimming Carnival event and those who participated on the day. The overall
outcome of the Swimming Carnival was successful for Paterson, as we came second in
house points out of the four house groups.
Hayley Bacic - House Captain
Jacobi Loria - Co-Captain

Ashwood High School
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Sydney 2K16 -Year 11 camp
Meeting at school at 5:30am (a bit early for most of us), the
Year 11s boarded the bus and headed to Melbourne airport
for our departure to Sydney. Arriving in Sydney at
approximately 9:30am we grabbed our bags and headed to
the ‘Youth Hostel on the Rocks’. After a brief introduction by
Lachie at the hostel, and a rundown of the rules for the next
three days, we headed out in two groups to explore the
immediate area and get our bearings. In the afternoon, the
school had organized for Paloma, from Elevate Education, to
talk to us about organisation and setting goals to get ready
for our VCE studies this year and next. After this, we went
back to the hostel to move into our rooms and explore there
before heading to Chinatown for dinner. The food was good
at the restaurant, but we had to make a quick pit stop at
McDonalds for the people who were not quite filled up by the
Chinese food. We all hit the hay at 10pm looking forward to
what the next day would bring.
On the second day we got woken up to frantic knocking at 7am (Thanks, Ms Song!). After breakfast we
began our first activity for the day, the Selfie
Scavenger Hunt. We were given a list of 26 possible
locations to find, but our group chose to go around
Circular Quay and take pictures of us in front of the
Opera House. Around lunchtime everyone hopped
on a ferry to Manly Beach and had the option of
walking around and exploring the Corso or hanging
around at the beach, braving the surf waves which
on this day were BIG and knocked you over. After a
drizzly Thursday, the weather at the beach was
perfect with a beautiful shining sun with just the right
amount of pleasant heat. We headed back to the
hostel around 5pm and had free time till dinner.
After dinner we walked over the Sydney Harbour
Bridge to look at the night lights of the Harbour, Luna
Park and the city, and then had the option of taking a
ferry around Circular Quay or just simply walking
back over the bridge back to the hostel. It was
fantastic! Once everyone had returned we called it a night.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)
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The last day of Sydney camp we had time to explore the
Argyle Street food and craft markets at The Rocks or
head off to do some shopping in the city, and that’s
when our Sydney camp came to an end. We boarded
the bus with all our bags and headed towards the
airport. After a couple of hours of waiting, we finally
boarded the plane which departed at 5:30pm, due to
arrive home at 7:00pm. Thank you to the teachers who
organised and attended the camp: Ms Bares,
Ms Phillips, Ms Song, Mr Tipping and Mr Rayner. We
had a great time!
Text: Bella Cannatis and Maisy-Earnshaw Fry
Photos: Liam Thursky-Moore
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We have started the school year with 50 international students on site at Ashwood High School. Out of this
number, 18 students are new to the school, having completed 21 weeks of intensive English at different
English Language Centres. Our international students come mainly from different parts of China. We also
have students from South Korea, Malaysia, Hong Kong, USA, Iran and Palestine. We are proud of the fact
that the international students have chosen Ashwood High School for their high school study plans. This is
because we offer the international students a safe, secure and caring environment with a strong focus on
student success and achievement. Our international students are mainly enrolled in the Senior School Years 10 to12. However, recently, we have enquiries from parents and education agents wanting to enrol
their students in the Middle School - Years 7 to 9. Ashwood High School has established a good
reputation, particularly in China because of our focus on the following:





Excellent Teaching and Learning Programs
Positive Community Engagement
Growing Pride and Achievement
Vision and its Educational Philosophy.

A high proportion of our students are here without their families. The school is responsible for their
wellbeing and accommodation. We have 34 students living in homestay arrangements organised by the
school. The school puts a lot of thought in matching students with their homestay families.
This year, the International Student Captain is Nick Guo. Nick has been an inspiration to the younger
students, making them feel welcome and involved.
Chinese New Year – The Year of The Monkey
The Lunar New Year is one of the most important and significant events in the Chinese, Vietnamese and
Korean calendar. In homes in China, Vietnam, and Korea, families get together for re-union dinners, paying
homage to ancestors and deities and lighting firecrackers to ward off evil. Parents put money in red
packets or envelopes to bless their children with luck, prosperity and success. Ashwood High School
celebrated the Chinese New Year by holding a New Year Lunch for all its international students on Monday
16 February. As many of our students are on their own without their families with them, Mr Brett Moore, the
Principal represented their parents by presenting red envelopes to each of the international student. This
gesture was indeed well received by the students.
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Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator
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New International Students at Ashwood High School

Ashwood High School
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Supporting your child’s learning
Students and staff have leapt into learning this year, making a positive start across all areas of the
curriculum. The first step to supporting your child’s learning is to know what they are doing at school and
provide them with the right equipment and books.


Ensure that your child is equipped for school with the right tools and books. You can obtain a copy of
the 2016 Booklist from the General Office or ask your child’s subject teacher if you are unsure which
texts to purchase.



Make sure that you know how to access the parent portal on Compass, where you can find information
about the curriculum structure of the school to get the ‘big picture’ of what is being learnt at Ashwood
High School, as well as the lesson to lesson detail of your child’s personal learning programs.



Being organised is one of the keys to success. Check your child’s student planner and make sure that
he/she is recording homework accurately and working towards due dates across the entire week, not
just the evening before it is due.



Contact your child’s subject teacher, STAR group teacher or House Coordinator (as appropriate) if you
have any questions or concerns about your child’s learning.

Interim Progress Reports and Student-led Conferences
Interim Progress reports provide a snapshot of your child’s work habits and progress over the first term.
These will be available for parents on Thursday 24th March. Please ensure that you have read and discussed
your child’s report with your child so that any concerns may be addressed at the upcoming student-led
conferences. Student-led conferences will take place in Week 1 of Term 2, on Wednesday 13 th April. Please
note this date in your diary. Further information about how to book will be made available closer to the time.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Curriculum and Assessment

Protecting your child’s digital reputation
Children, especially during their teenage years, learn the importance of their reputation as a part of growing
up.
Offline, a child’s reputation can be established through behaviour in the classroom and the playground, their
treatment of friends, and academic, artistic or sporting achievements. Your child’s online reputation is
defined by both the content they post about themselves and what others post about your child.
Tagged photos, blog posts and social networking interactions will all shape how your child is perceived online
and offline. A poor digital reputation can affect friendships, relationships and future job prospects.
Children can protect their digital reputation by:



Thinking before they post. Does everything about their life really need to be online? How might
this affect them in the future?



Setting their profile to private and checking privacy settings regularly to make sure default options haven’t changed. This will allow them to control who sees what they post online.



Keeping an eye on photos tagged by friends. Even if your child’s profile is private, the content
friends post might be available for the world to see. Some social media sites allow users to approve
tags before they are attached to their profile.

If you or your child wants to talk about digital reputation issues, visit the Cybersmart Online Helpline
(www.cybersmart.gov.au/report.aspx) or call Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800.
This item sourced from: http://global2.vic.edu.au/2014/11/24/cybersmart-excessive-use/
Ms Karen Bares | Leading Teacher - Head of Curriculum
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Hi everyone,
This year I have taken on the role of Allied Learning Area Coordinator (ALAC) for Humanities; (including
History, Geography, Business, Accounting, and Legal Studies), English, EAL and Languages other than
English – such as French. This is a large Learning Area that relies upon a great many experienced and
talented teachers. Over the course of the year my reports in this newsletter will highlight the events and
competitions that this learning area runs and celebrate the achievements of our students and teachers. To
begin with this year, this edition of the newsletter will focus on the Business subjects run at our school and
will introduce you to the teachers teaching these subjects this year. Following newsletters will showcase
the other subject areas in this Allied Learning Area.
Ms Kath Robinson | Allied Learning Area Coordinator - English/Humanities/LOTE

Year 12 Business Management
The Year 12 Business Management students have started the year on a good note. They have been
making sound comments in class discussion that reflect not only a good understanding of the issues
under consideration but also ‘push the envelope’ by asking some very pertinent questions. These have
extended the scope of the discussion and deepen their understanding of the material. A case in point is
when selected students had to participate in a role play where they had to represent various large
corporations and justify the decisions their businesses had made that may have had negative
consequences for the Australian economy. They faced probing questions from the ‘journalists’ and had to
respond to a hostile audience. This put them on the spot and led to a discussion of how quite complex
decisions could be justified, the distinction between ‘legal’ and ‘ethical’ decision-making and the need to
look at these issues from the point of view of the organisations themselves.
Mr John Bullen | Business Management Teacher

Career Action Planning
A new name, a revamped syllabus and a new team of teachers has set Career Action Planning (formerly
known as Vocational Studies). However, things have gotten off to a flying start. The students have started
to consider possible career choices as they begin to chart their pathway to the future: identifying their
interests, skills, abilities, likes etc. through accessing the myfuture website. They do this with Work
Experience in mind (usually at the end of Term 3), as well as subject selection for the next few years done
in Term 3 (and it will come along sooner than they think possible!). Our MIPs Coordinator, Voula Jakubicki,
has already spoken to the group about the need to at least start thinking about their future. Over the next
few weeks, the students will start producing their Résumés, practice writing letters of application and
collect personal documents as they put together their Career Portfolios. They will also start to look at
interview techniques in preparation for the very valuable Mock Interview Programme in that will run in
May.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

Mr John Bullen, Ms Kath Robinson, Ms Allison Phillips, Ms Bernie Jowett, Mr Alistair Rayner

Money Money Money
Anybody walking through the Red Space last week may have been bemused by seeing a large group of
Year 10 students playing Monopoly! This is an engaging introduction to the commerce subject, Money
Money Money. While the students played the game, they had to record the details of each ‘transaction’ –
buying properties, receiving and/or paying rent, following the instructions from the Chance or Community
cards, passing ‘Go’ and collecting $200, etc. into the appropriate Cash Receipts and Cash Payments
Journals. They then had to tally up the amounts of each type of transaction, subtract their
payments
from their receipts and compare this to the amount of cash each player had at the end of the game. Many
students managed to ‘balance the books’. This introduced the students to the first parts of the Accounting
Process: the source of financial information (their turn), the recording of financial information (writing the
details into their Journals) and the reporting of financial information – adding up the figures! Playing a
game of Monopoly can also be used to introduce the concept of paying and collecting GST, the
preparation of Profit & Loss Statements and Balance Sheets.
Mr John Bullen, Ms Kath Robinson

Accounting
In Year 12 Accounting, students are learning about the importance of double entry accounting for the
recording and reporting of financial
information for trading businesses.
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Through their learning, students have been caught singing the double entry
rules out of the classroom and in various areas of the school during recess
or lunchtime … you might hear “debits on the left, credits on the right, debit
left, credit right, debit left, credit right, you might get some satisfaction
when you balance all of your transactions!” … Be careful. You might learn
something about double entry accounting too…as this jingle is awfully
catchy and has become a great learning tool for our Unit 3 & 4 studies in
this subject.
See the original video posted on You Tube at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=j71Kmxv7smk
Ms Dolores Briffa | Accounting Teacher/EAL Coordinator

Legal Studies
Every day we turn on the news or open a paper and read about people who have broken the laws of our society. We wonder who would do such things and read about police efforts to catch these criminals using a wide
range of high tech surveillance. We follow the details of their trials in the courts and often question the type of
punishment they receive. But just who makes these laws that are so important to the smooth running of our communities? How and why do laws
need to constantly change to reflect the society we live in? What rights and
responsibilities do the police and individuals actually have? How does a trial
run and why do we have a jury to decide the outcome of serious crimes?
What is it actually like in prison and is it effective in changing people’s behaviour? In Legal Studies students investigate these and other related topics to
give themselves a richer understanding of the systems that control our behaviour and the effectiveness of the punishments given to wrong-doers.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

In VCE Legal Studies, students have been investigating the role of parliament in the passage of laws. It has
been pleasing to see an increasing number of students starting to make connections between the material we
have been covering in class and real life events covered in the media. As part of their investigation into the
role of Parliament, Year 11 students participated in a role play activity with students taking on the various
roles of the Legislative Assembly as a bill is passed. Taking on roles such as Speaker, Government and
Opposition ministers and Backbenchers, students researched and debated a bill on the proposed
‘Introduction of a midnight curfew for people under the age of 18’. It was great to see students passionately
defending their point of view and gaining a genuine insight into how our democracy functions. Year 11
students will be taking part in an excursion to the courts on the 3 rd of March where they will observe trials in
the County and Supreme Courts as well as having the opportunity to ask questions of legal personnel
including judges. Year 12 Legal students have been looking more deeply at the reasons why laws change
and the role of law reform bodies such as the Victorian Law Reform Commission in ensuring our laws are
able to adjust to the changing nature of society.
Mr John Sheehan | Legal Studies Teacher/Cowan House Coordinator
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On Wednesday 17th February the Year 12 Chemistry class participated in an Analytical Chemistry workshop
at the University of Melbourne. This excursion provides students with an opportunity to use sophisticated
analytical instrumentation not available in secondary school Chemistry labs. Students could analyse the
levels of alcohol in wine, calcium in seawater, iron in a dietary supplement or caffeine in Coke.
Students had a tour of the instrument lab, used the instruments to analyse a set of standards and an
unknown sample, and were required to interpret their results.
The workshop provides invaluable hands-on experience which will assist students in their upcoming SAC.
Ms Kate Davis | Senior Chemistry and Mathematics Teacher
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Year 12 Chemistry Excursion to Melbourne University

During Unit 1 of Year 11 Psychology, we were assigned a SAC to help us learn about and show our
understanding of the different areas and structures of the brain and their functions.
Our first task was to dissect a sheep's brain and then compare and contrast it with another 3D model of the brain
that could be pulled apart, as well as an app that had a brain diagram that we got on our iPads.
After this, in pairs or by ourselves, we were tasked to create our own model of the brain, showing specific areas
such as the four main lobes and the cortices. We decided to create our model using a styrofoam mannequin
head, toothpicks, lollie snakes and marshmallows. After over 100 toothpicks and 2 packets of snakes, we had
covered the necessary areas and labelled them using sticky note flags. Some other methods for making a brain
included play dough, plasticine and cake.
The last part of the SAC was to test our knowledge and understanding by completing some questions by
ourselves. Overall, the tasks were very enjoyable despite any difficulties we encountered along the way.
Jessie Kerr and Jack Burdett.

Ashwood High
Secondary
SchoolCollege

‘

Page
Page21
21Parent
ParentNewsletter
NewsletterNo
No41

As part of the Mathematical Conventions course an investigative question was posed. Students were asked
to develop, analyse and refine different approaches and to decide on their best way to solve the question:
How many tennis balls would fit into a 240 litre rubbish bin?
“We had to work out how may tennis balls fit into a 240 litre rubbish bin. We started by measuring the tennis
ball. Since we didn't have a tape measure we ripped a bit of paper to the shape of the tennis ball and
measured that. The tennis ball was around 22cm. After that we started multiplying the size of one side and
the bottom of the bin by 22. Once we had done that, it worked out to be 600. But this was only a very rough
approximation. We couldn't get the exact number because there could be indentations in the bin.
I really enjoyed this task because all the working out happened so fast and I enjoyed bouncing ideas off my
teammates.”
Jessica Harding, Year 7

“I solved the ball problem with my head. Okay, I’ll tell you how. Try to keep up! First we went up to a bin. We
used our one and only tennis ball. We put it on the bottom of the bin and we lifted the ball up its height
counting up. Then we pretty much had the height. We used the same technique with the length and the width
then with some maths (multiplying, adding) we got the legendary answer of the balls and the bin.”

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Anyone for tennis?

Luka, Year 8

Editor’s note. Approximately 797 tennis balls fit in a 240 litre rubbish bin!
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The beginning of 2016 has seen the Viscomm rooms abuzz with Environmental Design. The Year 10 Visual
Designer class have focussed on architecture and learning technical drawing - floor plans, elevations and the
architectural tick! Whilst our senior VCE class was lucky enough to have award winning landscape designer
Ian Barker (landscape.net.au) visit the students to share with them his design practice. Students were
exposed to industry best practice and Ian donated a number of fantastic technical drawings for the students
to learn from.
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology

On 11th February during a Year 11 and 12 Visual Communication Design (VCD) session, students were
fortunate enough to listen and participate in a presentation run by Landscape Designer Ian Barker. With
many years practice in this particular industry behind him, Ian was extremely informative and interesting to
listen to, and at the same time, gave us students a great understanding and insight into the work of a
designer in this specific field.
Furthermore, the presentation fitted in well to current studies being undertaken in class, helping us realise
and learn how a professional designer operates as well as giving the year 12's in particular some ideas in
preparation for our first SAC (School Assessed Coursework).
The presentation concluded with the class asking Ian as many questions as possible an him showing us
professional printouts of plans for some of his gardens he designed for numerous clients, along with other
sketches or 'visualisation drawings' which was also interesting to see.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Communication, Design & Technology

We thank Ian Barker for coming along, as well as Ms. Preston for the organisation put into this presentation
to make it all possible!
By James King - Unit 3 & 4 Visual Communication Design
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Students have leapt into action in Visual Arts IN 2016, the students working productively using different
mediums to create imaginative as well as realistic new artworks
Stage 1 Transition Art
Ms Gellatly and Ms Robinson are finding out about our Year 7 students who have brainstormed important
things about themselves for a Mixed Media Silhouette Self- Portrait. They have been learning about ways
to apply the Art Elements & Principles to create contrast and implied texture in their designs and ways to
use colour and contrast to make things ‘Pop’.

Kelly Martin Year 7

Aidan Bath Year 7

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Arts

Thomas Burgess Year 7

Bailey Monea Year 7
Raven Old Year 7

Ashwood Secondary College

Visual

Arts

Stage 3 Art & About
In Art & About we have started with a Drawing Unit. At the start
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Here are some comments on what they want to to learn or develop this semester:
“Confidence in my drawing”
“My skills in drawing realistic body, figures, faces..
“Just how to draw better”

We started with a short walk near the wetlands. Students selected some plants and took them back to
the classroom to observe and draw them as accurately as possible. They have also drawn objects
from the still life objects and sunglasses (homework drawing) and have started to create foam prints
using block printing ink on engraved foam. Here are some of their artworks.

Visual Arts
Units 1 & 3 VCE ART

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

of term students identified what they wanted to learn in this unit.

Elisha Renfree Dyer Year 9
Sunglasses - Mixed Media

Katriana Fernando Year 9
Charcoal Still Life

Skye Jansen-King Year 9
Foam print

Ashwood High School
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Ms Anne Gellatly | Allied Learning Area Coordinator

Prim Boonsadtha Year 11 Unit 1
Charcoal Portrait of Abi

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

The VCE students have been exploring ideas of personal interest in their artwork. They have completed a
range of brainstorms and sketches in their visual diary and have begun to explore a range of mediums and
artforms including drawing, ceramics and painting on an area of personal interest.

Abi Ainsley Year 11 Unit 1
Thumbnail sketches in visual diary

Lara Crawford
Year 11 Unit 3 ART
Personal explorations
in visual diary
Medium: Mixed Media

Ashwood High School
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Active April
The HPE Learning Area is excited to announce our participation in the Premier’s Active April. This is a
fun and engaging way to keep track of your physical activity as you get out and be active. With Term 1
holidays beginning from 25 March, we encourage students, parents and the wider school community to
register now to track your activity in the weeks during and after the holidays.
To join the Ashwood High School team go to – https://www.activeapril.vic.gov.au/, click on ‘Register’ at
the top of the page and use the following Team ID to join our team: ‘ ashwood-high-school ’.
Keep your eye out during week 2 and 3 of Term 2 for activities run by Stage 4 World Wide Sport
dents as part of their assessment for this subject.

stu-

What is Premier’s Active April?
Premier’s Active April encourages all Victorians to do 30
minutes of physical activity a day during April. It’s free, it’s fun
and it’s part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to get
more people active and healthy.
As a participant, you can log your daily activity with the Active
April Activity Tracker and chart your progress throughout the
month. You can also create and join teams, track the progress
of team members and discover events that are taking place in
your local area.

Daily Activity Tips
Physical activity is important
for children and young
people. Exercise can
improve posture, sleep,
concentration and
self-esteem.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

HEALTH / PE

See more at: https://www.activeapril.vic.gov.au/about/how-it-works/#sthash.xkR0v9yO.dpuf
Mr Chris Tipping | Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Year 7 Health and Physical Education

Our newest students have hit the ground running this term completing a series of fitness tests to gain a
better understanding about their level of fitness. The year 7 students have participated in tests that gauge
their level of fitness in the health-related fitness components. These include,






Aerobic capacity
Anaerobic capacity
Flexibility
Muscular strength
Muscular endurance

Congratulations to Lily Jekel and Scott McGuigan who both reached level 9.10 during the beep test. This is
a fantastic effort and illustrates the very good level of aerobic fitness these two students have. We are
tipping they will do well in the cross country at the end of this term.
Mr Chris Tipping | Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Ashwood High School
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Senior School Volleyball
As the Year 12s travelled to the Dandenong Volleyball Centre, we prepared for our final
interschool volleyball competition. We arrived, (seven players on the boy’s team, and seven on
the girls) and met with the other schools, Heathmont, Forest Hill, Mullauna and Templestowe.
Throughout the day, we became more of a team. The girls were enthusiastic to say the least,
and surprisingly won a game against Heathmont and came close to Templestowe with 21 v 24.
The boys played well together as well, winning 2 out of their four games.
Overall, this was a great way to start off our last year of interschool sports, with only a few
injuries to the head.
Mahalia Brooks - Year 12

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

Interschool Sport

I am originally from the coastal town of Ocean Grove, but moved to the
suburb of Brunswick two years ago to completing my teaching qualification.
I graduated from Victoria University last year (2015), my qualifications
include a Bachelor of Exercise Science and Human Movement and a
Master of Teaching (Secondary). I have taken over the role of Sport
Coordinator, as well as teaching some Maths and Science classes this year.
I love to see young people learn and develop their skills and this is what
inspires me to work hard with them everyday. I am a huge NBA and AFL
fan. I love my Richmond Tigers, and hope I get to see them win a flag in my
lifetime (but I won’t hold my breath).
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Welcome back to another year with many music performance opportunities planned for students to
become involved in, such as Acoustic night, the House Performance Event, the Musical Production and
Annual Concert. Dates for our performance calendar will be published in coming editions and we hope to
see you in our audience.
The Instrumental Music Program commenced in week 3 with most students having undertaken their first
lesson. It is not too late to join for Term 1 with forms available from the general office. Instrument choices
include guitar, Bass guitar, drums, voice, keyboard, double bass and violin with woodwind (flute, clarinet,
saxophone) and brass (trumpet, trombone) TBC.
Instrumental lessons take place on the following days:
Wednesday – Drums with Mr Rod Pilois, Singing and Keyboard with Mrs Tania Kaev
Thursday – Guitar, Bass guitar, Double bass with Mr Peter Simondson
Friday – Violin and Keyboard with Mrs Erika Ujma
Choir
Our newly formed choir will rehearse on Wed at lunchtime in room 38. New members most welcome and
students are encouraged to bring their lunch. This is a great way to become a member of a group with
similar interests and get to know students from other year levels.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Guitar Ensemble
The Guitar Ensemble continues to rehearse this year at lunchtime in room 38 but have changed to
Thursday lunchtime.
Flute/Violin/Clarinet Ensemble
This year we are also introducing a flute/violin/clarinet ensemble who will meet at Friday lunchtime in room
38. If you play flute, violin or clarinet please come along and join in the fun of learning new songs and
performing with others.
Any further enquiries can be directed to Ms Mundell.
Ms Felicia Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

TEL : 9807 1333

Ashwood High School
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The students (and many of the teachers) are extremely excited to ‘cut-loose’ and we have had a staggering 105 students sign up to be involved. Auditions for the cast and band will be held over the next
two weeks, with the cast list and band members due to be published on Tuesday 22 March.
Rehearsals will start in the first week of Term 2 (Tuesdays and Wednesdays after school) and will
continue throughout Term 3, leading up to our performance season Thursday 1st, Friday 2nd and
Saturday 3rd September.
A dedicated team of teachers will work with the students to put the show together, including
Director – Ms Brigitte Ferguson, Musical Director - Ms Felica Mundell, Choreographer - Ms Shelley
Haughey and Vocal Coach– Ms Tania Kaev. We hope to see you all there, so lock those dates in your
diaries now.
Everybody cut footloose!
Ms Natalie Same | Musical Producer/Manager

Ashwood High School
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The 2016 Ashwood High School Musical Production was finally launched in STAR groups this week
and I’m pleased to announce that we will be performing … drum roll please … FOOTLOOSE!
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What is ACE?
Ashwood High School’s Accelerated Curriculum & Enrichment Program got off to a strong start in
Term 1, 2016. Following an extended application and testing process, the program currently
caters for eligible students entering Year 7. Students participate in separate classes in English,
Science, French, Humanities/Philosophy, and Mathematics. The Program offers an academically
rigorous and enhanced curriculum that fosters higher ordered thinking skills – including inquiry
and creativity – in addition to achieving greater breadth and depth in academic content.
An example of the enriching curriculum that the ACE Program offers in Science included
independent inquiry-based learning around the principles of independent, dependent, and
controlled variables in a scientific experiment on heating water. Using their previous knowledge of
the rate at which water boils, students were required to work collaboratively to formulate a
hypothesis around what would happen if salt and/or sugar was added to the water. From here,
students planned and delivered an experiment to test their hypothesis. With data and
underpinning research on how salt/sugar affects the boiling point, they completed a laboratory
write-up to outline and explain their findings.
Later in Semester 1, the students in the program will be embarking on an Integrated Inquiry
Project which will span across their 5 ACE subjects. The outline of this project will be revealed on
Year 7 Spectacular Evening.
Ms Meg McLellan | ACE Coordinator

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED PROGRAM

Year 7 ACE students Jessica Harding & Bailey Monea engaging in an inquiry-based
Science lesson

Ashwood High School
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Transitions & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT
It is lovely to be able to introduce myself as the new Student Services Manager at
Ashwood High School, which encompasses Student Wellbeing Pathways and PSD
management. I am looking forward to being a part of the team here and the many
wonderful opportunities offered at the school.
The 2016 Peer support Program for the Year 7s is underway and will continue weekly
until the end of term. The program is designed to make the students feel more
comfortable in their transition and foster positive relationships with each other and their
leaders through a variety of fun activities. The leaders have already shown their strong
leadership qualities through the running of the first week’s program.
The leaders are: Mandy Kha, Myles Woodlands, Chelsea Dunstan, Teauroa Taylor, Malia Tupou, Laura GibbsBrown, Axel Gruen, Alan Martin, Keely Harcourt, Tina Larson, Guil Martins Campelo, Tali Morgan, Matthew Yu,
Maree Revilla, Ethan Wardlaw, Majd Mesleh, Mayra Kelly, Jade Lipski, Cameron Silk, Tara Buchanan,
Kevin Lee, Ben Wain.

Well done to all involved!
Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager

Happy New Year to all the Ashwood High Families!
For those new to the school, I would like to introduce myself. I am an Adolescent Health Nurse and work
at Ashwood High 2 days a week, usually Thursday & Friday. I form part of the School Wellbeing Team &
been working at Ashwood since 2001. I have qualifications and experience in general and psychiatric
nursing, infection control, sexual health, drug & alcohol & narrative therapy.
My main roles in the school are health promotion and primary intervention. I work collaboratively with
school staff to promote knowledge and develop skills in positive lifestyle choices. I assist the teachers in
classes, run small groups and have 1:1 conversations.
This term my focus has been with the Year 9 students in their Respectful Relationships Enquiry sessions,
getting to know the Year 7 and other new students to Ashwood HighSchool.
I can be contacted through the school.
Ms Fiona Keech | Adolescent Health Nurse

Ashwood High School
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Career Development in the 21st Century
It’s been a very busy start to the year with finalising VET Programs and placements for students. In
addition to this on Monday 8th February I ran “Career Development in the 21st Century” presentation for all
the year 10 students. The aim of the presentation was to ensure that students understood what careers
‘looked like’ in the 21st Century. This included attributes they needed such as being persistent, resilient
and having the drive to be able to create their own future and manage it over their lifespan.

Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

Students were encouraged to think about how careers have changed over the years which created a lot of
discussion around this topic. This led to introducing the High 5 Career Development Messages and how
they played an important part in their career development. The 5 Career Development messages
included; Change is Constant, Learning is Ongoing, Focus on the Journey, Follow your Heart,
Access
your Allies.
These messages together with the school Career Action Planning (CAPs) program aims to encourage
students to think about the skills and attitudes that they will need to navigate their career now and in the
future.
Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor

Following a very successful conclusion to 2015 and beginning of 2016 that saw over 90% of our students
offered courses of their choice it is time for our current students to consider their future options.
Every fortnight there will be a Career’s Newsletter uploaded to Compass for the Year 10, 11 and 12
students. Students should be reading through these Newsletters to find out about course options, Open
days and pathways to careers in their areas of interest. In particular at this point it is very important that
any Year 12 student considering applying for Medicine at Monash , and a number of other medical
courses, register to sit the UMAT. To achieve the desired results on this test students should be
undertaking some form of study – whether this is via an organised program or their own study – it is the
best preparation for this task.
As events that assist students with their career choices become available they will be advertised via
Compass so all students are encouraged to check the Newsfeed regularly. For Senior students there will
also be information provided on the notice boards in the Blue Room.
Students who are seeking assistance or advice regarding possible careers are encouraged to visit myself
and Voula Jakubicki, now located in the Coordinators office.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator/Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Parent / Community Partnerships
Important Student MYKI Information
Your Student Card may not be sufficient identification in order to purchase Concession fares.
For further information click here.

Ashwood High School
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Parent / Community Partnerships
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