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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

Ashwood High School - Revealed Campaign Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
The Ashwood Revealed Campaign in its second
consecutive year was an enormous success.
Ashwood High School is now well known in the
community as a school of first choice. Over 500
visitors attended our Open Night. Staff, students and
parents are behind this cause. Our Year 7 speakers
at the official Principal’s Address, Greer Van Rooyen
and Marvin Elliot, spoke eloquently and confidently
about their transition from Primary School and their
Year 7 experience so far at Ashwood High School.
Mr Paul Wanis, School Council President also
spoke about the Ashwood High School experience
from a parent’s point-of-view, which was gratefully
received by a highly engaged audience of
prospective parents. Congratulations to Shelley
Haughey, Engagement, Wellbeing and Transitions
Leader and Donna Mineo, Executive Assistant,
Marketing and Communications Manager for their
outstanding contributions.
Ashwood High School Open Morning - Increasing
Positive Parental and Community Engagement
On Friday 5 May, Ashwood High School held an
Open Morning program with over 90 parents in
attendance (increased from 50 parents in 2016). Well

done once again to all the student ambassadors and
staff who assisted with the program. We have
enjoyed a steady stream of enrolment tours over the
past few weeks.
Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment (ACE)
Program – Growing Pride and Achievement
The profile of the ACE program is attracting families
to Ashwood who previously did not choose this
school. The projected enrolment data being provided
by primary schools (whilst anecdotal) is telling a
positive story for the future of our school. We have
seen a sharp increase in interest for places in our
ACE Program and a pleasing number of applications
for our Scholarship Program. Please check the
website for further details.
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Ashwood High School – 60 Years of Age in 2018 Increasing Positive Parental & Community
Engagement
Having finalised the Ashwood Revealed campaign we
can now move our attention to our School’s 60th
Birthday celebrations in 2018. A Management
Committee will be formed comprising of a past student,
current students, a parent and staff. The Management
Committee will be chaired by Donna Mineo, Executive
Assistant, Marketing and Communications Manager.
Further information regarding this year of celebration
will be forthcoming in future Newsletters.
Science of Learning Research Centre (SLRC)
Science of Learning Network of Schools (SoLNoS) Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
A number of staff have already been involved in
workshops run through the Science of Learning
Research Centre / The Science of Learning Network of
Schools - The University of Melbourne. It is anticipated
that our involvement in SOLNOS will impact upon the
development of our Explicit Instructional Model (PIVOT),
the ACE Program and excellence in teaching and
learning across the school.
PIVOT – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
A number of staff members in the school are working
with Chris Tipping – Pedagogy, Partnerships and
Professional Learning Leader to develop, document,
trial and evaluate an Explicit Instructional Model. Our
instructional model is PIVOT. PIVOT stands for Prepare
– Intentional – Voice - Optimise – Transform. Further
details on this instructional model will be featured in
forthcoming newsletters. PIVOT will ensure consistency
of high quality teaching practices across the school in all
subjects.
Ashwood High School

Staffing – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
Staffing for second semester will be unchanged for the
commencement of second semester. Stability and
continuity is important in the making of a GREAT
school. We recently welcomed new staff members
Matthew Feeney (Learning Support) and Naomi
Holman (Instrumental Music Teacher).
National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2017 - Growing Pride and
Achievement
The NAPLAN tests for our Year 7 and Year 9 students
took place in the Middle School Centre in Week 4 from
9 – 11 May 2017. Students took their NAPLAN tests
seriously. The school ensured for accountable and
disciplined learning. NAPLAN results will come out later
in the year.
Timetabled VCE Year 12 Holiday Classes - Growing
Pride and Achievement
A series of well attended and productive study
classes occurred in week 2 of the last holiday break.
This is testament to the significant discretionary
commitment of Ashwood High School staff and
augurs well for continued student success.
Whole School Assembly – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing our Student Culture
We held an Assembly on Tuesday 2 May as a
celebration of our school’s culture and achievements.
Certificates of appreciation were presented to Student
Ambassadors who represented our school with pride in
local primary schools. The School Colours program was
officially launched at the Whole School Assembly.
Ashwood High School students are aspirational. As a
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high quality school we are developing recognition and
awards program to grow pride and achievement .

School
Signage
–
Increasing
Positive
Community Engagement
Signage on the parameter looks magnificent. Finance
and Resources is now looking at a ‘Wayfinding’
strategy for ‘internal’ signage for pathways and
buildings. Ashwood High School is a transformed
school.
Unified School Community – Good to GREAT
I am appreciative of the community’s support for ‘The
Path Forward’ at Ashwood High School. As a school
community we must remain focused on continuing to
realise the School Vision that has transformed the
culture of Ashwood High School:

Student Voice and Agency – Growing Pride and
Achievement; Enhancing the Student Culture
Congratulations to the following Year 11 students who
were appointed to student representative positions on
the Education Sub-committee: Chelsea Dunstan,
Kevin Lee and Alan Martin.
Camps Program - Enhancing the Student Culture
Thank you to staff for their outstanding commitment to
outdoor education and students’ emotional and social
development. Congratulations to Matt Dexter (Camps
Coordinator) and our team of House Coordinators John
Sheehan, Katharine Grounds, Meg McLellan and
Brigitte Ferguson for the leadership of the camps
program.

 Four pillars of our GREAT school – Academic,
Sport, Creative Arts, Civics & Citizenship
 The Ashwood High School CHOIR
 Four key priorities
 Our Educational Philosophy that is built on high
expectations and authentic relationships enabling
excellence in teaching and learning.

Attitudes to School Survey - Enhancing the
Student Culture
The annual Student Attitudes to School Survey will
occur in the week commencing 22 May, 2017.
Co-curricular Programs 2017 - Enhancing the
Student Culture
Since our March School Council meeting further
co-curricular programs are worthy of mention – Autumn
Music Concert; student representation (MUNA) at State
Parliament courtesy of our strong partnership with
Rotary; the Athletics Carnival on 23 May; the House
Cross Country Competition on the final day of Term 1;
Mock interview program with our friends from Rotary;
Year 7, 8 9 and 10 Camps and strong performances in
debating. In addition, student attendance at Study Hall Afternoon Homework Club indicates that students are
preparing well for their end of semester examinations.
Architectural and Building Program – Stage 2 –
Growing Pride and Achievement
We are currently working with architects and builders on
landscaping our school’s majestic grounds. The
completion of demolition works for the old buildings has
been delayed. We are currently investigating a new
portico entrance for the Art – Design – Technology
School. Landscaping projects ought to be completed by
the end of October. An official opening ceremony for
Stage 2 of the Building Program will occur in 2018 as
part of the 60th Birthday celebrations and once the
gardens have become established.

Ashwood High School

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

We have worked very hard to turn around our school’s
reputation and standing in the local community. I am
committed to Ashwood High School being a School of
First Choice – a high trust school with outstanding
academic and social outcomes for students. Initial
enrolment projections for Year 7, 2018 will become
known after 21 June, 2017.
Leave – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
Thank you to Anna Kukuruzovic who will be in the
position of Acting Principal for my period of DET
approved Leave: Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June,
2017 (Week 7, Term 2). The purpose of my Leave is to
study and prepare for my part doctoral thesis
presentation at the Australian Teacher Education
Association (ATEA) Conference in Brisbane on 5 July,
2017.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
18 May 2017
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Teaching and Learning
Thank you to all those who attended Ashwood
Revealed Open Day, despite the inclement weather.

who have already demonstrated their expertise and
support in some of the policy development areas.

Judging by the large attendance and constant buzz of
conversation, follow up questions and expressions of
interest received on our Accelerated Curriculum &
Enrichment Program (ACE), interactions with the
practical displays in the science laboratories, visitors
found the presentations, organised tours, and
discussions with the various staff worthwhile. The
energy on the night was noticeable, and we look
forward to welcoming a new wave of students into our
Year 7 program in 2018 and beyond. Congratulations
to all student ambassadors who have showcased our
school over the past few weeks. It has been great to
see the whole school community presenting the school
in line with our vision and values.

Parents and Friends
Thank you to Parents and Friends Network for sharing
their 2016 reflection on the positive change at Ashwood
High School and for their brainstorming activity in the
last meeting in preparation for the school’s 60th
anniversary in 2018.

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2017 for Years 7 and 9 students
was held on Tuesday 9 May, Wednesday 10 May and
Thursday 11 May 2017. NAPLAN tests assess student
knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Language
Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and
Numeracy. The results of the tests provide information
for students, parents, teachers and principals which
can be used to improve student achievement. Thank
you to the parents for your child’s participation, and to
the test administrators and supervising staff for making
the program a great success. Later in the year parents
will receive their child’s personal NAPLAN report. The
report will describe your child’s skills in Reading,
Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and
punctuation) and Numeracy.

Co-curricular Programs
Once again this newsletter highlights an amazing array
of co-curricular activities. I thank those of you who
check Compass regularly and provide consent and
payment in a timely fashion. I encourage parents to
check Compass to ensure that they are up to date with
information regarding their children and that they
process approvals before the due date. All students
must check Compass every day as this will show any
changes to their schedule, room changes, events,
assemblies and other activities. The daily newsfeed
contains many items of importance and should be read
by all students every day. Parents may have
encountered some difficulties in processing payments
for some of the excursions on Compass. These have
now been rectified and I do apologise for any
inconvenience.
It was great opportunity for the Instrumental, VET and
Music students to showcase their work to parents and
friends at the Acoustic Night. Students gained
experience and valuable insight into preparing and
delivering live performances.

ICT
In order to optimise access to the internet, the school
secured a bandwidth upgrade in early April which
enable us to optimise access to VicSmart network and
internet. Students have been provided with a quota of
700MB of data each day, and provisions are in place to
exceed this upon receipt of teachers’ permission.

Debating is well underway and we continue to impress
our competition with our enthusiasm and ability. It has
been entertaining and instructive to watch the debating
teams compete against staff at lunchtimes over the
past few weeks. This has been a fantastic opportunity
to hone skills and showcase the program to all students
in the school. The number of students who attended
the information session about public speaking and
debating bodes well for future results.

Education Sub-committee
I would like to welcome our new parent representative
on the Education Subcommittee, Dr Richard Walsh.
Richard’s leadership and experience in the Ashwood
community and in higher education settings will be
invaluable. The committee also welcomed three
student representatives: Chelsea Dunstan, Alan
Martin and Kevin Lee, who submitted formal and
outstanding applications. The committee look forward
to their representation and active contribution.

Assessment and Reporting
Semester 1 Exams for students in Years 7 – 11 will
take place for all subjects during regular scheduled
class time in the week commencing 5 June 2017. The
timetable will continue to run as usual throughout the
week, and students are encouraged to begin the
process of revision and preparation as early as
possible.

This term, discussions were held about various
education and professional learning aspects including
NAPLAN, progress with the Ashwood High School
Instructional Model (PIVOT), Exams and Semester 1
reporting, and school improvement indicators against
the framework for improved student outcomes (FISO).
The Policy Register was presented to identify priority
areas for the committee and approach for development
in these areas. Thank you to parents on the committee
Ashwood High School

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORTS

VCE SACs
As we approach winter and with that, a greater
prevalence of colds and infections, please remember
that a medical certificate would be required whenever
students are absent for a SAC. Requests for
rescheduling of SACs for medical reasons should be
brought to the attention of Ms Huggings, VCE
coordinator.
Dr Mohsen Kahlifé | Assistant Principal—Curriculum,
Operations, Logistics & Learning
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Our Open Night, Ashwood Revealed was a record breaking success!
Thank you to all who attended our annual Open Night, Ashwood Revealed. It has been our best Open Night yet,
with record numbers (over 500 people) attending.
We are very proud of all our wonderful students who participated in the different activities, displays, as tour guides
and for being the best ambassadors our School could hope for. We would also like to thank all our School staff,
parents, Parents & Friends Network and the amazing Ashwood High School community for all their support.
Our Open Morning, where prospective parents were able to see our classrooms in action and speak to students
and staff about our academic and holistic approach, as well as our personalised learning programs, was held the
following Friday 5 May. These tours were at capacity with further tours added the following week to cater for the
crowds.
It’s wonderful that our great school is now getting the recognition it deserves.

Reviews
On 26 April, Ashwood High School held our annual open
night, which 500 visitors attended and we were on board
to take prospective families on tours. Despite the rain the
night was a success. We commend all those who
volunteered to make the day run as smoothly as it did.
Many departments such as - Arts, Languages, Maths,
Science, Music set up their unique displays within the
school, where touring groups were led through to
observe and ask questions. Our student leaders were
assigned to a tour group along with a teacher to allow
the families to be fully immersed within the Ashwood
culture.
Eager parents and children asked a wide range of
questions such as ‘Why is Ashwood a good option?’ Our
response was, as a school with increasing student
numbers, we are given countless opportunities here that
would be limited at other schools. Not only that, but
Ashwood High School is a close-knit community and we
are all friendly here!
Another question that was asked by many primary
school students was ‘How much homework do you get a
night?’ Answering a question like this would put our skills
to the test. Ultimately, it came down to ‘During High
School, we get enough homework that will assist us in
our class work and revisit the learning at home for
effective revision”
Overall, Ashwood Revealed was huge a success and
another great milestone which allowed us to show that
we exemplify in academic excellence, creative arts,
sports and community and civics. We hope for even
greater enrolment numbers in the upcoming years and
would like to thank everyone who volunteered their time

Ashwood High School

A truly wonderful evening. It was a credit to all
involved. It is great to see such high quality
education being delivered in a State Secondary
School. Congratulations to Mr Moore, the staff
and all the beautifully mannered, positive and
helpful students who braved the elements to
showcase their school.
Parent

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ASHWOOD REVEALED

My kids are a few years away from year 7 but it
was great to see to school up close. A few
years ago we would not have considered this
school (based on feedback from others in the
community) but after seeing the facilities and
staff we will definitely keep it on our list of
schools to choose from in a few years.
Parent

My grade 4 , 9 year old son and my grade 1
daughter loved the night. Jaxon said "mum i
love it, i want to do science" Grace my 6 year
old wrote in her school writing book 'i want to
go to ashwood hi skool you can do anything
you want' excellent
Parent
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More photos from Ashwood Revealed

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ASHWOOD REVEALED
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The start of Term 2 has seen a number of celebrations of our Year 12 students both past and current.
On Tuesday May 2 I was fortunate to be present at
Swinburne University’s Scholarship presentation. Two of
our 2016 Year 12 students, Hannah Sim and Kathryn Costa
were presented with scholarships. Hannah received a
Business and Management - Vice Chancellor’s
Scholarship, and Kathryn received a Media and
Communications – Dean’s Scholarship.
A fantastic
recognition for the hard work done by these students.
During the week May 1 – 5 our VCAL students travelled to Nayook Outdoor Education Camp for their annual
camp. While at Nayook they were able to catch up with 2016 VCAL Captain Centauri Hirt who was accepted for
one of only two trainee positions at Nayook for 2017. Centauri is undertaking a Traineeship in Outdoor Education
and all reports from Nayook are that she is doing extremely well.
On Wednesday May 10 I attended an evening run by the Rotary Club of Chadstone/East Malvern for Year 12 girls
– “Taking on the Challenge: School to Career”, with six of our Year 12 students. The evening was a very valuable
experience with the panel members providing insight into the difficulties, decisions and experiences school
leavers may face. The students represented the school well and had the following to say about the event:
“The ideas around figuring out exactly what you want to do in Year 12 were not as important in hindsight of where
their careers have gone.”
“It was great that they addressed a lot of the challenges we are going to face and the best way to approach them.
Encouraging us to take risks and make the most of learning opportunities.”
“Is a reward giving experience which provides reassurance that we must take our chances and look at each experience as a learning curve and challenge.”

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

“It was a useful experience I was glad to have. I learnt there are lots of ways to get where you want to be in the
future, you just have to try everything out to get there.”
“It is very interesting to hear about the different ways to get anywhere in education and careers. I think the most
important message was to do what you want, not what others want for you.”
“It was very reassuring to hear that how long it takes to get to where I want to go is not important, but doing what I
want to do is what really matters. It encouraged me to take risks and accept challenges.”
Abi Ainsley, Maddie Moody, Rachel Fidock, Caitlin Hudson, Jessie Kerr and Bomi Lee.

As we head into the final weeks of Semester 1 I encourage all students in the senior years to ensure that they are
putting in 100% effort to all that they are doing: project work, Outcomes, SACs and exams. Remember that your
teachers are here to help you so please ensure that you are talking to them and seeking assistance when
required, as often as required.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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This year the Year 11 and 12 VCAL students went to Rubicon Camp in Nayook. On the first day when we arrived
we split up into two groups and did a tour of the campsite. Next we went off into our two groups and did a
leadership practice activity which required us to allocate roles: navigators, leaders, safety (checking if everyone
had sunscreen and water) and welfare (supporting everyone to make it a positive experience). We were also
introduced to three thinking routines to help us with our Team Work and Decision Making (the foci of our camp).
These were: CAF consider all factors, C&S consequences and sequence and OPV other people's views.
Day 2:
After packing our wet bags (which kept our gear dry) Group one went for an overnight journey, canoeing at Blue
Hills Lake, roughly an hour away from the campsite. During the trip we practised taking on different roles and
using our thinking routines to get us from the drop point to our campsite. The campsite was just a hill with a
magnificent view. While we were off site, Group 2 were at Nayook doing rogaining and the Canopy Quest.
Rogaining is a group activity where you're given a map of the camp site with a number of locations to find. In a
small group you must work together to decide which route is the safest, quickest, fastest way to get there, you
again must consider all factors, consequences and sequence and other people's view about the route that you
want to take. This activity was a great way to practise working together as a group.
Day 3:
Group two went on their overnight canoeing trip while group one came back to base camp. Overall we paddled
7km on day 1 and 3km on day 2 of the overnight journey. Group 2 were lucky in that they had two days of
beautiful sunny weather, whereas group 1 had rain on the first day. On the second day the students wetre given
the responsibility to decide who was leading the group, who were the navigators, welfare and safety. We made
our way back to the bus with minimal teacher help. On the way back in our canoes, we stopped at a cliff face,
called the spotted dog. Here we got to spend a few minutes of quiet time to think and reflect.
Day 4:
Thursday was group one’s turn to do regaining and Canopy Quest. The Canopy Quest activity was ‘very’ high
ropes course, we worked in pairs to help each other and support each other to get through the course. There
were two levels that you could do, for people who wanted to challenge themselves they could do both levels,
however you could just do level one if you wanted. Overall this experience was challenging, terrifying and
exhilarating.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Day 5:
The last day of camp was Community Project day, which involved giving back our time to the camp. Rubicon do a
lot of work on creating and maintaining a sustainable environment, so the activities were gardening in the
vegetable garden, building a chicken shed, checking the dirt walking tracks for fallen down trees, feeding the
small animals, fishing for trout in the aqua tank and helping the chef prepare soup for lunch. After our activities we
played a couple more whole group games, had lunch and then it was time to head home.
Kanitta Sangangam, VCAL Captain

Ashwood High School
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Term 2 has started with a bang in the student engagement, wellbeing and transitions area of the school.
The first part of the Ashwood Revealed Program included student ambassadors heading out to Primary schools
on the ‘Ashwood Roadshow’. Students were talking about life in high school and answering student’s questions
about Ashwood High School. Congratulations to the following students who were chosen to be ambassadors
for the school on these visits :
Amsleigh Park Primary School: Callum Ryan, Matilda Stanton, Lucy Jordan
Parkhill Primary School: Marvin Elliot, Charlotte Norton and Loni Vea
Mt Waverley North Primary School: Jack Marshman, Abby Helm, Luka Perovic
Wattle Park Primary School: Jasper Moeller, Tankia Allen, Elizabeth Tziafas
Oakleigh Primary School: Mary Giannopoulos, Zoe Tan, Ramzi Bardel
Mt Waverley Primary School: Daisy Jones, Carli Taranto, Holly Bampton
St Mary Magdalines: Vincent Ramos, Elsa Walsh, Dannah Casanova
Malvern Valley Primary School: Nina Walsh, Madeline Booker
Essex Heights: Jakita Mann, Darcy Morrin
Glen Iris Primary School: Marvin Elliott, Zoe Tan, Greer Van Rooyen
Ashburton Primary School parent information session: Katriana Fernando, Jack Marshman, Jessica Harding,
Solway Primary School parent information session: Cody Dunstan, Dylan Mathews, Lucien Minto-Barnett
While the roadshow was travelling around we also held ‘A Day in the Life of
Ashwood High School’. This program was about bringing primary school
students into the school and giving them a taste of what high school is all about.
Ashburton, Solway, Parkhill and Essex Heights Primary Schools all attended.
On this day our Year 7 and 8 ACE students were the ambassadors and played
many different roles around the school. They were tour guides, photographers,
and student helpers at stations. Congratulations to the following students that
were involved on this day:

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

Corey Darvell, Marvin Elliott, Mary Giannopoulos, Jake Hang, Sam Harvison, Keifer
Lo, Jakita Mann, Jack Marshman, Lucien Minto-Barnett, Seb Morris, Tyrone Ni,
Charlotte Norton, Het Patel, Luka Perovic, Jai Postma, Zoe Tan, Elsa Walsh, Nin
Walsh, Jackson Webster, Zach Aitken, Cody Dunstan, Nyapal Giek, Jessica Harding, Lily Jakel, Kevin Jiang, Alexis Kozak-Bailey, Kelly Martin, Dylan Mathews,
Bailey Monea, Sienna Spencer, Lula Tadesse, Iman Tilawat, Cathrine Tupou,
Jenson Zhou

From here we were lucky enough to have a wide range of students across year levels representing the school
at Open Night. They did this with such poise and pride.
For now this is the end of the Ashwood Revealed Program. It has been a great success and I am extremely
proud of each and every student that assisted in making all of these events possible.
Last week I was also privileged to be part of the panel of people that interviewed the students who applied for
the position of Year 7 Student Representative Council member. This was an outstanding learning experience
for all of the students involved and they were all well prepared and had fantastic ideas. We have appointed
Darcy Morrin and Lucien Minto-Barnett as the representatives for the remainder of 2017. Congratulations to all
of the students that took part in this process.
The rest of Term 2 includes planning for the student leadership team as we are work towards a multi-cultural
week in Term 3. Plans will start now and will be revealed later this term and early next term.
While our students are wearing our uniform with pride there are always some improvements to be made.
Please ensure that your son or daughter is not wearing their D-Tech sport jacket with their school uniform. It is
to be worn with the PE uniform only in sport and PE classes or on sport days. As well as this, if you are a new
student to the school, or a student in Year 7 or 8, you are reminded that the only allowable school bag is the
new school bag with logo.
Xander Morgan and Shakria Holmes have ventured off on their journey to the Alpine School guided by
Ms Catherine Preston as the teacher contact. We have heard from these students – they are safe, happy and
learning. Please see their article included in this newsletter.

Ashwood High School
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This term has been absolutely packed so far for all of us at
Ashwood!
We began the term with one of our biggest events on the school
calendar, the Ashwood Revealed Open Night. The night had a
variety of activities, such as decorating cupcakes and cookies in
the food technology kitchens, joining movies through the green
screen in the media room, and playing with fire and slime in the
science centre. With over 600 people expected to come, all of
the student leadership team were kept busy throughout the night
while we gave tours to possible future parents and students of
the school. We both thoroughly enjoyed the experience of
speaking to these parents and children, and being as welcoming
to make the night as enjoyable as possible.

Daisy-May Creighton

Jack Burdett

School camps are up and running, with the VCAL students going to their camp in Nayook from 1 - 5 May,
and the Year 8 and 10 students going on their camps through the week of 9 - 12 May. Feedback from the
VCAL students has indicated that their camp was a great learning activity, and beneficial to their overall
program. We look forward to hearing feedback from the Year 8 and 10 students too on their camps.
Interschool sport has been booming over the last month at Ashwood High School, with multiple wins and a
high participation rate from all levels; junior, intermediate and senior!
On 3 May, the two of us had the pleasure of
being able to run our whole school
assembly. It was a very full assembly with
various presentations, such as the
introduction of flag bearers and a short
presentation being made from a local
resident regarding this, a presentation from
each of the School Colours representatives
regarding their category of badge, and a
musical presentation at the conclusion of the
assembly of the song Skyfall by one of our
School Captains, Daisy-May. The rationale
regarding school colours and application for
this award were outlined by Mr. Moore and
Ms. Haughey, and it's fantastic seeing that
students are already receiving certificate
nominations for a school colour award from
their teachers!

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

Acoustic Night and the Athletics Carnival are
close in the coming weeks, and with people
rapidly finalising their musical items, and
Year 12s preparing our costumes for
athletics, it is going to be very busy for us all!
We look forward to seeing what this term
holds.
Daisy-May Creighton and Jack Burdett
Ashwood High School
School Captains

Ashwood High School
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LEARNING GOALS
Within STAR group sessions the focus has been on report reflection and the creation by students of meaningful
learning goals for semester one. These goals can be found on the students’ Compass page, we encourage
parents/guardians to discuss these goals with their child and to ‘check in’ with them on how they are progressing
towards achieving them throughout the semester.

UNIFORM REMINDER
As we are heading into the cooler months many students are starting to wear their winter
uniforms. Just a reminder of the following parts of the uniform policy:
 Girls winter skirts are to be worn with plain navy tights only (non-ribbed, opaque, thick,
cotton elastane 70+ Denier)
 All students new to the school since 2016, all Year 7 & 8 students and anyone
wearing the new uniform should be wearing their blazer to and from school (unless it
is forecast or exceeds 32oC)
 The D-tech jacket is to be worn with the PE uniform ONLY
 All students wearing a shirt, must have the top button done up and be wearing a tie
 Scarfs and gloves are to be plain navy blue
 Hair ribbons must be plain navy blue
 Earrings should be plain silver or gold studs or sleepers in the lobe with only one
earring per ear.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to Eric and Amy Peters of Cowan House for their recent success at
the Annual Grass Court Tennis Tournament in Myrtleford over the Easter break. The
two competed in several events on their own with Amy winning the singles: Girls
14U & Ladies D Grade and reaching the quarter finals of the Ladies D Grade
doubles, and Eric coming runners up in both singles and doubles of Boys 14U. They
also competed together, winning the Junior Mixed 16 & Under Doubles.
CAPTAIN REPORT
In the upcoming weeks, students in Years 7-10 will be taking part in a fun competition called STAR Wars.
In the past, STAR Wars has been a repetitive cycle for students, who were required to take part in only three
activities each year. This year, the house captains and vice captains have worked together to create a new
structure for the competition, one that is easy to understand and simple to run.
In short, there will be five activities, and a different activity will run each week. Each activity will only run once, and
the STAR groups will verse each other. For example, Flynn 1 vs. Paterson 1 vs. Cowan 1 vs Melba 1, and the
same for STAR groups 2 and 3.
The winning STAR Group from each activity will be allocated the most house points, and the other STAR Groups
will also win points based on their performances.




Week 5 - Kahoot
Week 6 - Athletics Carnival
Week 7 - Spelling Bee





Week 8 - Music Quiz
Week 9 - Pictionary
Week 10 - Bridge Making

Activities will take place during normal STAR sessions. The plan for the competition is:
Be sure to participate in all the activities to help earn points for your house!
House Co Captains: Katriana Fernando, Giji Vinod, Chloe Allen, Andrew Sampson-Loxton

House Co-ordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Ms Katie Grounds (Flynn House), Ms Meg McLellan (Melba House),
Ms Brigitte Ferguson (Paterson House),
Ashwood High School
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The Homestay Program
Currently we have 51 international students studying at Ashwood High School. In addition, we have 4 new
international students studying intensive English at different English Language Centres. These new arrivals have
to complete 21 weeks of English before joining Ashwood High School for mainstream schooling in Term 3, 2017.
Our international students are mainly from China but we also have students from South Korea, Hong Kong, Iran,
Thailand and Finland. The majority of our international students are placed in Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12.
About 80% of our international students at Ashwood High School are here without their parents. The school
looks after their well-being and provides them with homestay accommodation.
The provision of quality homestay accommodation for international students is one of the most important
responsibilities undertaken by the school. It is essential that homestay accommodation is of high quality and the
homestay family provides a safe, comfortable and caring environment for the international students.
Homestay is full board accommodation offered by a family, a couple or a single person. The student pays a set
weekly fee to the homestay host to cover food and shelter. This includes:








A single room for the student’s use
Three meals a day, seven days a week
Facilities – a bed, wardrobe, towels and linen
Utilities –gas, electricity, heating and water costs
Cleaning services of common living area
Use of living areas within the residence
Study facilities –desk, study lamp, bookcase, internet connection.

The homestay experience is an excellent way for international students to improve their English, learn about the
Australian culture and experience the Australian way of life. Homestay families play an important role in assisting
our students in their cultural adjustment and in integrating our students into the community. The role of
supporting the students is of utmost importance in the homestay program as international students arriving in a
new country can find the whole new experience daunting and frightening. Initially, when students first arrive, they
feel lonely, homesick and are often tired due to the new demands place on them in a new environment. There
are also high expectations from their families back home to achieve academic success. Hence, the homestay
families have to be supportive and understanding of the students’ needs and the pressure place on them to
succeed.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

Ashwood High School takes great care and diligence in the placement of students in homestay accommodation.
Homestay hosts have to undergo Working With Children Check. We also ensure that each international student
is carefully matched to a compatible homestay family by interviewing the family, doing regular site visits and by
completing a Homestay Profile of the family.
Ashwood High School is looking for homestays for new international students. If you are interested, please contact Kim Elliston, International Student Coordinator on (03) 9807 1333
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
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Debating and Public Speaking
Term 2 has seen students in the Debating and Public Speaking
program take up a range of opportunities to develop and show off
their skills. Year 11 students Mandy Kha and Chelsea Dunstan spent
the first weekend of May in the Victorian Parliament House competing
in the annual Rotary Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA).
Our interschool debating teams competed in the second round of their
competition, with many students trying debating for the first time.
Congratulations go to our C Grade team of Katriana Fernando, Jakob
Moeller and Lachlan Downes who remain undefeated after two rounds, with Lachlan achieving best speaker for
the second debate running. I’d also like to congratulate Jules Wanis and Julie Moeller, who both participated in
debating for the first time.
Opportunities for the junior students begin next semester with the DAV Junior Debating Competition starting in
late July, and the Rotary 4-way Public Speaking Competition. We look forward to more students embracing the
opportunity to develop their confidence and public speaking skills!
Mr Dom Holloway | Allied Learning Area Coordinator, - Art/Tech/PE & Debating

Year 10 - 12 Vaccination in 2017

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

DEBATING

The Minister for Health Jill Hennessy announced on Wednesday 8 February 2017 the delivery of one year free
school-based vaccination program for Meningococcal W for 15 to 19 years old - commencing in Term 2. The
age group was chosen based on the recommendations of national immunisation experts as teenagers are at
risk of meningococcal disease and more likely to spread the diseases to other.
Meningococcal bacteria are passed from person to person by regular, close, prolonged household and
intimate contact. In a small number of people, the bacteria can enter the bloodstream and cause invasive
meningococcal disease, which can develop very quickly and causes death in about 10% of cases.
The School, in collaboration with the Monash Council Immunisation Services, looks forward to ensure all
eligible students are given the opportunity to access this funded vaccine before the end of 2017. Accordingly,
we are requesting your help by completing and returning the Consent Cards should you decide to proceed
with the vaccination.
The Years 10 – 12 Secondary School Vaccine Program Consent cards will be sent home with students on
Wednesday 24 May.
The Consent Cards must be returned to the General Office, Ashwood High School by 9:00am Friday 2 June.
The Council’s Immunisation Services for this Meningococcal W Disease vaccination is scheduled on 27 June
2017 - Week 11 – Term 2.
The vaccination will take place in the Collaborative Learning Centre (CLC). On the day, the vaccination will
commence with the Year 12 students to minimise any disturbances to their studies.
For more information about the Meningococcal W Disease, please visit the Department of Health website on
the link provided below:
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/5FEABC4B495BDEC1CA25807D001327FA/
$File/Men-W-Info-Public-Dec2016.doc.pdf

Ashwood High School
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Shakira Holmes and Xander Morgan from Year 9 set off for an adventure of a lifetime to the Alpine School in
Dinner Plain, Victoria. They were spoilt with a blast of winter weather in their first week!
Education Victoria describes the Alpine experience:
“Situated at 1600 metres above sea level near Dinner Plain Village in the Victorian Alps, the school provides an
intensive, high quality leadership and enterprise program for small teams of Year 9 students selected from
Victorian government schools.”
Ms Catherine Preston
Alpine School Liaison Teacher

At this Alpine School for Leadership there is a total of 45 Year 9 students from across the
state, from Ashwood High School there is two of us: Xander and I. A normal week here is
where everyone wakes up at 6:30am and breakfast duty starts at 6:30am and breakfast starts
at 6:45am. Morning headcount is at 7:30am and at 9:00am we have announcements and
class. Morning tea is at 10:30am-11:00 and then we have the rest of the class. 12:15pm we
have lunch duty group in kitchen and lunch starts at 12:30. 1:30pm we have class and at
3:30pm we have afternoon tea. On Tuesdays and Fridays we have community walks,
community contributions and at 5:00pm everyday we have reflections on the day. Dinner duty
starts at 5:45pm and dinner starts at 6:00pm afterwards at 7:30pm we have class. We have to
be in our wings by 9:00pm and in our rooms by 9:10pm, lights out at 9:30pm.
For me seeing snow was so awesome because it was my first time
ever seeing snow, snow reminds me of fairy floss because it was so
soft and fluffy. We are here at this school until 1 July, which is the
first day of Term 2 Holidays. At this school we get to go on many
activities including mountain biking, bridge building, day hikes and
many more other adventurous things. I went on a girl’s campout
recently, it was for one night and it was really fun and exciting. While
on this camp I went on an hour long hike at Mt Buffalo which was
really cool, we also went to the under river cave, which was close
by, and luckily we went in and out a way that we didn’t get wet, it got
so low at times that we had to crawl on our hands and knees or
even crawl flat on our stomachs. Overall I am really enjoying the
Alpine School and am so happy I got a chance to come here.
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ALPINE SCHOOL

Shakira Holmes, Year 9

We’ve been here 18 out of 69 days, so far so good as they say. There’s 45
people here, an almost fifty-fifty boy girl ratio. Living with such a small
community is really fun. We already know each other and get along well
outside our own friendship groups. Making friends was no trouble and I felt
really safe and comfortable being me. At first it was slightly daunting, the first
couple of days dragged on for what felt like ages, eventually we got into the
swing of the routine and it started speeding up. By week ten I probably won’t
even realise how quickly it’s gone. A normal day means getting up at 6.30am
for brekky. We have a roll call at 7:30am and freetime until 9am. Morning
class is from 9am until 10:30am. We have a thirty minute break before we
are back into morning class until 12 noon. Afternoon class is at 1:30pm just
after lunch. That goes until 3:30pm where we have an afternoon tea break
and free time until 5pm. At 5pm we have a thirty minute class known as
DEARR, which stands for Drop Everything And Reflect Read. In this class
we reflect on what’s gone on during the day and put it on our Weebly blogs.
At the end of the day is evening class and then bedtime. This schedule is
every day except Saturday, which is a Rest Day. In my freetime I love to
email home, go outside and play sports or go on some adventure out of the
school generally on Rest Day.
Xander Morgan, Year 9

Ashwood High School
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Embracing the core values of Ashwood High School entails recognising, respecting and honouring the
values of our school and community, whilst fundamentally showing a great appreciation of our nation and
beyond.
Whilst we do not applaud or glorify the events of any war, it is vital that we pay tribute and remember the fine
qualities exhibited by past generations of Australians. ANZAC day is a day of expressing our collective
gratitude for all men and women who have risked their lives and in many cases, paid the ultimate price.
It was an honour to accompany our School Captains, Daisy-May Creighton and Jack Burdett, our Vice
Captain, Karla Dockrill and our International Captain, Rachel Zhang to the ANZAC commemorative service on
April 19. The ceremony was very moving and solemn as we remembered and acknowledged the sacrifices
made by thousands of heroes who fought for our wonderful country in which we live today.
Our school captains represented our school very proudly whilst laying a wreath at the cenotaph at Central
Reserve, Glen Waverley.
It was difficult not to be emotional as we heard of Colonel John Coulson’s recollection of his brave war
efforts. He reminded us of the supreme sacrifice made by not only those who went to war but also of the
families who remained behind.
On this commemorative day, we thanked and recognised those who served in the first and second world
wars, Korea, Malaya, Vietnam and more recently, Cambodia, Somalia, Rwanda and the Persian Gulf,
Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as those brave men and women who still serve
in conflicts around the globe.
We shall borrow from our brave ANZACs the ethos, courage and tenacity of spirit to enrich and enhance our
community whilst always remembering them.
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ANZAC DAY CEREMONY

Ms Vicky Dernikos | English, Humanities and French Teacher

The excursion which was attended by myself, Rachel Zhang, Karla Dockrill and Jack Burdett on 19 April
was an extremely rewarding experience. We attended an Anzac Day Service at the Cenotaph at Central
Reserve. Over 20 primary and secondary schools were in attendance, and like many other students
representing their own schools at the service, Jack and I had the honour of laying a wreath under the
cenotaph. Colonel John Coulson spoke about his own experience when defending a small bay off the
mainland of Australia against the Japanese, which was very interesting to hear about. Overall, it was a
rewarding excursion and all four of us were very proud to have been chosen to represent our school.
Daisy-May Creighton

Ashwood High School
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At Ashwood High School, all subjects across Years 7-11 will sit a formal exam at the end of this semester.
The exams will take place during regular timetabled classes in Week 8, from Monday 5 until Friday 9 June.
Teachers are currently in the process of entering their exam dates and details onto Compass, so that all
students (and parents) are able to see their exam schedule for that week.
Why do we do exams at Ashwood High School?
We hold exams for all Year 7-11 students across all subjects in order to fully prepare students for the
demands of VCE exams and SACs, other formalised testing such as NAPLAN, and for any high stress,
high pressure, high stakes experiences that they may encounter throughout their future lives.
It’s important to remember that the exams are just one of a range of assessment tasks that determine a
student’s progress and abilities. However, they are an important experience and should be taken seriously.
External VCE exam administrators frequently comment on how prepared, calm and focused our VCE students are at their final Year 12 exams. This is a testament to our Year 7-11 exam program, which ensures
that students know what to expect, how to revise and manage their time, and how to behave and remain
focused during their exams.
What sort of exam are they?
The exams operate on a pro-rata system based on the number of periods allocated to each subject in a
week. A 5x period per week subject will complete a 100-minute exam paper, a 4x period per week subject
will complete an 80-minute exam paper, a 3x period per week subject will complete a 60-minute exam paper and a 2x period per week subject will sit a 50-minute exam paper.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

Whilst in some respects, it seems like the school year has only just begun, it is now Week 4 of Term 2 and
Semester 1 Exams are just around the corner!

The format of the exams is largely based on the requirements at VCE level. For example, performancebased subjects such as Music, Drama and Dance will include both a performance and a written component
for Year 7-11 exams, just like in Year 12. LOTE exams may include an oral component and LOTE and
EAL exams may also include an audio component. Teachers also largely base their ‘materials permitted in
exams’ on VCE requirements, for example the use of dictionaries, calculators, coloured pencils, etc.
What happens during the times when there is not an exam scheduled?
This exam period takes place during regular timetabled classes. This means it is at the teacher’s discretion
when they schedule each exam amongst all of the periods allocated to each subject in that week. Most
exams will take place during the subject’s double period for the week, but this will not always be the case.
Regular classes continue as normal during periods where exams are not scheduled.
All students and parents are advised to check their Compass schedules in the weeks leading up to the
exams to see when their exams have been scheduled for each class.
What if my child is absent for an exam?
If a student is absent during the exam week, it is expected that their absence is supported by a medical
certificate. Classroom teachers will re-schedule exams where possible and liaise with the student’s House
Coordinator if alternative arrangements are needed.
What is the difference between study and homework?
Homework: the work a teacher sets every student in their class to meet course requirements and to prepare them for assessment.
Study: what a student works out they need to do themselves to improve their understanding and skills.
Study =
 Understanding = what I need to know
 Skill = what I need to be able to do
 Recall = what I need to be able to remember

Ashwood High School
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Study is exactly the same as homework, except that students nominate for themselves what work to do, and
they do it at a time that’s removed from the class in which they learned the content. Let’s take a typical Maths
class as an example. In class the teacher shows the students a concept, and then asks them to do a few
exercises in class so that he/she can make sure they’ve understood. He/she set some more exercises as
homework, so later that night students have to remember what they’ve learned in class, and apply it to those
homework exercises. A month later they’ve moved on to another topic in class, but a student decides one night
to just spend 40 minutes going over those exercises again, to make sure they still remember how to do them,
and to keep the learning fresh in their mind. That’s study. And that’s what needs to happen in preparation for
the upcoming exams.
It is recommended that parents/guardians assist and/or encourage their children to develop a study timetable
so that students can manage their homework, study, co-curricula commitments and rest times appropriately.
Please follow the links bellow for some tips about preparing a study timetable. Year 7-10 students will also
discuss this during STAR group this term. In particular, I highly recommend the resources published by Elevate
Education. Elevate annually runs study and motivational sessions for our VCE students and parents, but are
relevant to students of all ages.
http://austudent.elevateeducation.com/media/books-planner/study-timetable
http://au.reachout.com/how-to-write-a-study-timetable
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Most nights, students are going to have homework set by their teachers. Although we don’t usually think of
homework as being study, it’s actually a key part of the learning process. Homework has two purposes: to give
students a chance to identify gaps in their knowledge so that they can raise them with their teacher; and to help
embed class learning in their head by making a second pass over the key concepts they covered that day.

https://onlinestudyaustralia.com/study-planner-timetable/
If you have any questions or queries regarding the exams, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.
Ms Natalie Same | Head of Curriculum/ACE Coordinator

Scholarships for Year 7 2018
Ashwood High School offers scholarships for entry in Year 7 in the following categories:


Academic Scholarship



Sporting Excellence Scholarship



Leaders and Community Spirit Scholarship



Instrumental Music Scholarship



Performing Arts Scholarship (new in 2018)

Applications can be made online or via the website www.ashwood.vic.edu.au

Ashwood High School
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Year 11 First Language Chinese
Currently, students in Year 11 Chinese First Language are doing detailed study of
Colors of Personalities written by Tim Le. This text focuses on Le’s Four-Color
Personality Analysis (FPA), blue, green, yellow and red. Students first used the
FPA tests to identify their color or colors. Then they were grouped based on their
dominant colors to read the corresponding chapters and carry out their own
research. Afterwards, the ‘color’ experts embarked on their journey to tell their
classmates all about their colors, in their colorful ways.
Ms Karen Bares | Allied Learning Area Coordinator, - English/LOTE/Humanities & Reporting

Year 11 Accounting
In our Accounting class, not only do we look at small businesses and how they are a form of investment,
recently we have also looked at other forms of investing and ways of making money. The 3 main other
methods are:


Cash
Mainly through term deposits and earning money from interest rates, this works well
when an investor has a lot of money however that money cannot be used by the
investor for other things while the money is in the bank earning interest.



Property
Means buying real estate of some type, which can provide both a capital gain and
an income stream in the form of rent. Some investors actually borrow money to
invest in property. Investors also sometimes purposely “lose money” to pay less
taxes, this is called negative gearing. Of course, the risk with property is that you
cannot control the property market and rental income is not guaranteed.



Shares
When an investor buys shares they are buying part-ownership of a business. In
terms of a return, it gives the shareholder access to an income stream in the
form of dividends (a share of the firm’s profit). In addition, the ability to trade
shares through the stock exchange gives the shareholder a potential for capital
gains if the market value of the shares increases.

Student Learning (Curricular and Co‐Curricular Ac vi es)

English/Humanities/LOTE

These have been really fun to learn about to broaden our knowledge about the role of accounts,
understanding business and in the real world. We have had many conversations about investment in
class and quite often these conversations have allowed us to gain a broad, more in-depth understanding
of types of investment.
Alan Martin

Ashwood High School
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Maths was on show in the new Senior School Centre where the interactive maths puzzles on the electronic
whiteboard proved popular. With the introduction of algorithmics in the maths curriculum this year, Minecraft
coding tutorials allowed some visitors to have their first taste of computer programming in the Minecraft
universe.
As always, the success of the evening was due to the fantastic student helpers from all year levels. These
students gave up their evening to welcome the many visitors into our wonderful facilities and share their
enthusiasm for Maths and Science.
Ms Kate Davis | Maths and Science Learning Area Coordinator

Karla Dockrill of Year 12 'charging up'
Van der Graaf generator
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'Ashwood Revealed' on Wednesday 26th April was once again a massive night for the Maths and Science
Learning Area. Large crowds in the Science lab were treated to dissections, dry-ice, slime, rainbow milk and
fiery bubbles. At times, there were so many visitors that there were queues to join in some of the more
'hand-on’ activities

The rainbow milk experiment

Science Competition
Although the event has now closed on Compass, there are a limited number of spaces available for students
who would still like to participate but missed the deadline. The ICAS Science competition is run in over 20
countries and is an excellent opportunity for students to challenge themselves and test their scientific
knowledge. Students receive certificates and each student receives a report on each skill area assessed. Of
course it is also a great opportunity to earn House Points plus School Colours.
Any students interested in participating should see Mr Cifra or Ms Davis in the Science Centre where we can
check whether spaces are still available in the relevant age group.
Ms Kate Davis | Maths and Science Learning Area Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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On Friday 5 May I went with my Year 11 Psychology students on an Excursion to the Dax Cunningham
Centre at Melbourne University. This centre houses an amazing collection of artworks done by people with
various mental illnesses. We attended an engaging presentation by Dr. Eric Tan from the Florey Institute of
Neuroscience and Mental Health, who spoke about his latest research into schizophrenia.
Students then explored the Art Gallery where they gained a multifaceted perspective on artworks and mental
illness encompassing the artistic, scientific and psychological.
We were privileged to be in a discussion group with ‘Arthur’ – a mental health representative who also has
schizophrenia. We heard about his life’s journey with mental illness and were moved by his honesty, his
vulnerability and his willingness to share his story with us.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Maths and Science Teacher
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Psychology 11 excursion to DAX Cunningham Centre

Year 9 Science Gardiner’s Creek Field Trip
As a part of the Ecology course in science. A field trip along Gardiner’s creek was undertaken to examine the
Creek’s environmental conditions. Students helped to take water samples and other measurements along the
way up to Warrigul Road. The students learned about how the conditions changed at different places along the
path using practical science skills. The students also had a little fun on the way back playing on the playground
too.
Mr Michael Cifra | Maths and Science Teacher
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Please take the chance at the senior exhibition later in the year to peruse the folios; the joy and fun of design is
evident throughout the experimentations on each page. Below is some of the folio and final presentation work,
from Unit 3 Outcome 1, of the Year 12 Visual Communication Design class of 2017. Students were required to
analyse and reinterpret three different visual communications: a tissue box (communication), a sauna
(environmental), and a USB (industrial).
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology

Ashwood High School
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The VCE Visual Communication Design classes are in full swing, with students tapping into their inner designers
to produce unique designs for the worlds of communication, industrial and environmental design. Whilst the final
presentations are always gorgeous, some of the most beautiful aspects of senior work are the design progression
in their folios. To see students put design thinking into action: start with a small idea, test it, expand it, experiment
with it, and then to produce a final resolved piece, this is always an exciting and rewarding process to watch.
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Can you pick the real from the fake?
Mr Dom Holloway | Allied Learning Area Coordinator, - Art/Tech/PE & Debating

Ashwood High School
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The Year 9 VCD media class has been working hard on developing their understanding of the conventions of film
genre as well as working on building their Photoshop skills by creating a series of movie posters for their Genre
Design Project. The students had to incorporate what they had learned about the features of movie posters in
different genres, as well as demonstrating their ability to use the basic principles of design. The aim was for
students to create posters that looked real enough to fool a viewer into thinking they are real.
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On 28 April ten Year 7 girls: Jaz, Lily, Liz, Carly, Greer, Jakita,
Darcy, Abby, Novia and Rachel competed in the Mullum
Division Year 7 Softball round robin at Kings Park, Willlow
Avenue, Upper Ferntree Gully. We won 2 out of 3 games.
The scores in the first game were 7 to 2 in Forest Hill’s
favour, the scores for the second game were 17 to 10 in our
favour against Heathmont A and finally 17 to 10 in our favour
against Heathmont B. Overall our team played really well
and had great sportsmanship.
Jaz and Lily

On the same day, the Year 7 boys baseball team also
competed at Kings Park. After a slow start in their first game,
the boys rebounded strongly to win their second game
against Templestowe, with almost every boy getting a home
run. In the third and final game, the boys narrowly went
down 10-8 to Heathmont. A great team effort and terrific
sportsmanship was displayed by all of the boys.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

Interschool Sport

ATTENTION ALL INTERESTED LACROSSE PLAYERS
A message from Doug Fox from the Camberwell Lacrosse Club:
Any students who are interested in playing lacrosse, keep your eyes on Compass, as there will be
a meeting with Doug early next week to provide information, answer questions and encourage
students to take the next step in joining the Camberwell Lacrosse Club.
Some information about the Camberwell Lacrosse junior teams: The matches for girls are Sundays
9.00am - 10.15am and for the boys 9.00-10.15am on Saturdays. New players should not be shy in
coming forward to play – these are entry levels for lacrosse competition and no previous lacrosse
experience is needed.
Anyone interested in being in the school team for a competition later in the year but unavailable to join a
club team for weekend play is welcome to attend our club practice sessions (girls on Wednesday nights
and boys on Thursday nights) to receive coaching and playing skills. I have arranged that there be no
cost for this and the club will loan them lacrosse equipment.
This is a great opportunity for Ashwood students and for the school to achieve a significant new alliance
with a community club which has a highly-respected junior program. The Camberwell Lacrosse Club does
already have some members who attend Ashwood but is keen to have more.
Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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The ACE students have continued to work harder than ever and have welcomed the new term with aplomb. They
have all represented both the program and the school with pride at numerous events this term as part of the
Ashwood Revealed campaign and at their recent Science excursion to GSAC.
On the Open Night, the ACE students ran a display to promote the showcase the program, conducting Science
experiments, working on their ‘Unanswerable Questions’ project, conducting their own ‘Communities of Inquiry’
with the visitors and meeting and greeting everyone who came to explore what we have to offer. Many ACE
students also assisted in other displays across the school, including English, Health & PE and Media.
It was fantastic to see so many interested members of our community at the ACE Information Session, and
congratulations to Lula Tadesse and Luka Perovic for speaking on the night and providing the guests with an
insight into the student perspective of the program’s benefits.
Much reflection has also taken place over the last few weeks. In both their individual Learning Journals and
through whole group discussions and circle times, the ACE students have reflected on their learning and outlined
strategies to improve and target areas of concern. We have engaged in numerous team-building activities to
strengthen the bonds between students in the ACE classes and as the term progresses, our focus will now shift
to building a connection between students across the Year 7 and 8 ACE cohorts.
Later this term, we also look forward to welcoming an eager group of ambitious Grade 6 students to the school to
complete the testing process for entry into next year’s ACE program. Grade 6 ACE Testing will take place on
Wednesday 21 June. For further information, please contact myself or Donna Mineo in the office.
I leave you with some thoughts and reflections from our Year 7 students:
‘I really like that ACE is challenging me as much as it can, and that the activities are really fun and interesting as
well. One of my favorite subjects is Science because the experiments are interesting, and I really enjoy writing
formal lab reports. I also really like English, because I like writing stories.’ Sam Harvison
‘I am really enjoy learning French because it is something new and it is just a lot of fun. I really enjoy all the
different forms of assignments, like for English we're doing a pep talk and for Humanities we do a lot of
presentations and posters. It's just really different and enjoyable.’ Zoe Tan
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ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

‘I like the ACE program because it pushes me to work harder. Also Maths is really fun because Dr Khalife makes
it very enjoyable. Another thing is everyone works together as a group when needed and works independently
when needed.’ Luka Perovic
Ms Natalie Same | Head of Curriculum/ACE Coordinator

ACE – an approved SEAL Program
Entry for Year 7 2018
The Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment program is an educational program designed to meet
the needs of high performing, highly motivated students who are ready for the challenge of a
complex, fast paced and integrated program of learning.
ACE testing is open to all Grade 6 students and is scheduled for Wednesday 21 June, 2017 at
Ashwood High School. ACE testing, provided by ACER will cost $50 per student, which includes
the ACER testing fee, marking and reports.
To register for the testing, click here or go to www.ashwood.vic.edu.au
Ashwood High School
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Instrumental lessons for Term 2 are well underway with the addition of Flute, Clarinet and
Saxophone lessons being held on Friday mornings. Any students interested in taking up
these or other instruments should collect a form from the office or see Ms Mundell.
Congratulations to Jade Lipsinki, Sarah Lobbe and Mitch Brown, the three musicians who
represented and assisted the Music Department with activities for the recent Ashwood
Revealed evening.
Jade entertained the visitors who attended the Principal’s Address in the PAC playing a range of beautiful
original music on the Grand piano.
Sarah played a key role in the inclusive singing activity belting out a
wonderful rendition of Adele’s Rolling in the Deep with visiting students
and parents joining in on the chorus.
Mitch demonstrated his rhythmic and leadership skills to run an
interactive drum circle which was well received by our enthusiastic
participants. Well done!
Our recent Whole School Assembly held on Tues 2 May saw
Daisy-May Creighton take to the stage with her band and backing choir

to perform the hit Bond theme “Sky Fall”. Congratulations Daisy on your
performance as a key role model for younger vocalists and choir
members and a strong ambassador for the Music Department.
Congratulations also to the choir who sang the National Anthem at the
start of the assembly and supported Daisy-May with “Sky Fall”.
Our Acoustic Night, held on Wednesday 17 May, was a great way for students to showcase what they have
been learning in the Instrumental Program, VET Music class, general music classes and extra-curricular music
ensembles. It was great to see the wide range of talent at Ashwood High School including a few hidden talents. This was a highly entertaining and enjoyable evening.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Look our for more photos and stories about Acoustic Night in our next newsletter.
We appreciate the support of families, friends and staff in ensuring a quality Music Program continues
throughout 2017.
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator

Study Hall Program - After School Homework
The Study Hall Program, which is new this year, offers assistance in English, Humanities and French
on Friday afternoon and Maths and Science on Thursday afternoon. The program has been well
received by both parents and students, as it offers not only help with Homework but also the
opportunity to receive one-to-one tuition for students who needs extra assistance as well as for
students who would like extension work.
The teachers who are running the Study Hall Program – Ms. Jowett and Mrs. Dernikos – are also
available to assist students organise their study plan.
Numerous students from Years 7 to Years 10 are making the most of this chance to further enhance
their learning
Study Hall is located in the new Resource Centre near the Media and the Cooking spaces. Everyone is
welcome.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science and Maths Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Year 7 Camp Gilwell Park
At the end of term one the Year 7 students went on camp to
Gilwell Park in the Dandenong Ranges where they got to
know themselves and one another other better through
three days of fun and at times challenging, team-building
activities. It was great to see so many students attempt
activities that they weren’t necessarily comfortable with and
to along the way further develop their sense of self-belief.
The students were a credit to themselves in the way they
conducted themselves while on camp, receiving positive
feedback from a number of the camp staff. Many thanks go
to the following Ashwood staff members for giving up their
time to make the camp such a positive and worthwhile
event; Susan Teeuwsen, Jessie Coe, Shelley Haughey,
Lea Marrison, Tom Grbac and Josh Littmann. Thanks to
Year 7 student Darcy Morrin for providing her account of the
camp.
Mr John Sheehan | Cowan House Coordinator / Humanities & Legal Studies Teacher

The Year 7 Camp to Gilwell Park was a great success and we all had a fantastic time. After meeting at school
and the bus ride there we kicked off the camp with a lunch of hot dogs, fruit and muffins. After lunch we headed off into the wilderness to do our activities. The activities were; abseiling down a twenty-metre wall, a really,
really high high-ropes course, a low ropes (obstacle course), flying fox and archery. All of the activities were
really fun but my favourite one had to be abseiling, even though it was scary leaning backwards off the tower!
Each morning we got up early for breakfast and had about half an hour to get ready for the day’s activities. We
would then meet back at the camp ground where we would have morning/afternoon tea then a bit of free time
before we would have dinner. One night we went on a night walk and then toasted marshmallows around a
camp-fire, then we had a disco. On the next night after dinner and free time we got to choose to either watch
the football or a movie. Each night we had supper which was muffins and biscuits. On the final day of the camp
we went to Grant’s Picnic Grounds in Sherbrooke where after a bush walk we had a BBQ lunch and were then
able to feed the birds. After this we got on the bus and headed back to Ashwood where we were picked up. I
think we need to give all the teachers who came and helped organise the Gilwell Park camp a big thank you,
especially.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

YEAR 7 CAMP

Darcy Morrin
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Year 9 Camp - Around the Bay
On 28 March, it was an early start for the Year 9 students who had to catch a V-line into Geelong. We walked
halfway to our staying point, when a third of the students had to leave for their first activity which was watching a
movie called Lion. Since they left, the rest of the students walked to the caravan park and was allocated to our
cabins. It was a tiring yet energetic day where different groups headed off to our chosen activities. The activities
were: the Geelong Gaol and the Geelong Gallery. Each individual student were enthusiastic and cooperative with
their teachers and peers, and gained a positive reflection on our school.
The next day was packed with travelling and walking long distances, but also included a memorable ride on a
ferry to Sorrento where we placed our luggage on a camper car and walked all the way to Portsea camp. Once
we had arrived at the camp, we located our rooms and organised our luggage. We headed out to have lunch in
the dining hall but, to our surprise, instead of travelling to the national park for our next activity, we headed to the
beach just down the road from the camp site and relaxed with our friends. By the end of the day, everyone was
craving for food and had a delicious dinner.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Ac vi es)

YEAR 9 CAMP

Our schedule for the third day was full of various activities. From climbing tall trees to swimming in the sea. We
were divided into two main groups: tree surfing and camp activities. The Enchanted tree surfing was a blast since
some people were stepping out of their comforts zones and others enjoying the multiple, difficult courses. It was a
wet and cold day but that didn't stop us from getting involved and having a fun time on the big slides in the
enchanted garden. While some of us were swinging on ropes, the others at camp were doing the Giant swing,
snorkelling and boogie boarding. The giant swing 20 meters high and boogie boarding in freezing water was a
total new experience for some of us and everyone had an amazing time. The camp staff were super generous
and were making memorable bonds with us. After dinner, there was a trivia game, and in teams we were asked
to dance and even sing our answers out. The teachers were attempting to embarrass us and challenge against
each other. It was one amazing, quite funny night,
Unfortunately, It was our last day. Before we headed home we had one last activity, a long walk to the Point
Nepean National Park. The place was beautiful. It was also an educational place, it had the history of Victorian
settlement. It stored multiple machines and many artefacts from those times. After, enjoying the natural
landscape we headed back to Port Sea camp to departure to school. The ride was short, everyone was tired and
was already missing camp. Before we knew it, we had arrived at school and was saying goodbye to our peers
and teachers. Year 9 Camp 2017 was a fun and memorable time !
Neleesa Weerasekara and Ashleigh Tufuga

Ashwood High School
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Transi ons & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Online Safety Tips
Online communications are an important and normal part of a young person’s life. The online world is getting
more complex, so it is vital that parents / guardians work with the school to promote safe and lawful use.
When sending things via mobile or internet it is important to think about what you are sending, why are you
sending it & where it may end up. Once it is sent you have little control over where it goes and who has
access to it.
Here are some tips for parents & students on how they can stay safe online.
1.

Take the time to regularly ask them to show & explain to you the apps they use online.

2.

Set DAILY limits around ALL technology: mobile, computer and internet use.

3.

Get phones out of bed rooms overnight. (Buy an alarm clock!)

4.

Have all phones turned off & in a central area overnight for charging.

5.

Set in place agreed levels of personal information your child can share online.

6.

Discuss things your child could do if they were upset by something sent or posted online.

7.

Encourage your child to think and pause before they post any information online.

8.

Have conversations about the safety of real friends verses “on line” friends.

9.

Remind your child of the importance of keeping their password a secret.

10.

Set online profile to private so that their personal information is kept secret

11.

Try not to use the removal of technology as punishment.

Some useful resources with more information to help with the above:
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/youth/sites/thinkuknow.org.au.youth/files/Factsheets/
Factsheet_ManagingReputation.pdf
http://www.acma.gov.au/Citizen/Internet/esecurity/Online-identity
http://www.acma.gov.au/Citizen/Internet/esecurity/Staying-safe-online
Ms Fiona Keech | Adolescent Health Nurse

Ashwood High School
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Welcome to CAPs (Career Action Planning) 2017
Effective careers and transition programs are a vital component of school strategies to improve student
engagement and increase school completion. For several years at Ashwood High School we have had in
place careers and transitions programs that provide every young person with careers advice to support them
to make informed and effective course and career decisions, so that they can have every opportunity to
succeed, and lead fulfilling and productive lives.

Transi ons & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

The Year 10 Career Counselling program together with the Take Action subject at Ashwood High School
ensures that all students aged 15 years and over are provided with an individual Career Action Plan and
associated support as a means to making a successful transition through the senior secondary years of
education to further education, training or full-time employment. This program also provides additional
support to students at risk of disengaging or not making a successful transition to further education, training
or secure employment.
Overall, CAP aims to help young people to:


develop their knowledge and understanding of education, training and employment options, and



develop skills to effectively manage their careers and pathways throughout their lives.

Over the next couple of weeks I will be meeting with every Year 10 student to talk about their interests, skills,
careers goals and pathways to achieving their work/life goals. The online career assessments that each year
10 student has completed via the school’s career website will provide an excellent opportunity to have an
authentic career conversation with students. I look forward to meeting them all and assisting them with
developing their career management skills.
Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor

We are heading in to a very busy time in the year for Career planning with many Institutions offering
programs for students in the upcoming midyear break as well as the Open Days that will occur early next
term.
I encourage all students to check Compass regularly for updates regarding these programs and the
senior students should also be checking the notice boards and bookshelves in the Senior Learning
Centre for information posters, fliers and course booklets. A reminder that the fliers and booklets on the
bookshelves are available for students to take.
An exciting initiative that the Careers team are bringing to Ashwood this year is our very own Careers
Expo. We have Universities, TAFEs, private institutions, GAP year opportunities, Apprenticeship options,
the ADF and many others attending our Expo to assist our students with their senior school and post
High School planning. More information will follow, however please have Monday 24 July in your diary.
The expo will take place from 6 – 8pm in the Senior Learning Centre.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School

Page 30 Parent Newsletter No 3

Parent / Community Partnerships
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Parents & Friends Network
2017 is turning out to be a very hectic year. With so many different
things happening in and around Ashwood High School, sometimes it
can be difficult to keep up with it all - but it’s really exciting times!
Parents & Friends Network started in 2016 as we saw a need for the
Ashwood High School parents to be given the opportunity to get
together twice term and express their views, concerns and accolades
too, about all things relating to Ashwood High School.

Everyone is welcome and if you
need to bring your children too,
that is okay.
Meeting Schedule
14 June | 19 July | 23 Aug
18 Oct | 22 Nov
Email - pfn@ashwood.vic.edu.au
Phone/sms - 0400 137 866 (Toni Peters)

These meetings also give parents an opportunity to hear and learn about achievements, updates, etc. that
Ashwood High School is doing.
So far this year the PFN committee has attended the Ashwood High School AGM, appointed our committee
members for 2017 and assisted with refreshments at Ashwood Revealed and even mingled with the prospective
new families. A huge thank you to all who helped set up, serve drinks, made cakes, biscuits and slices and
stayed to have a chat with interested parents. Also thanks to those who cleaned and packed away at the end of
the evening.

Parent / Community Partnerships

Ashwood High School

Our meetings are on Wednesdays
7pm-8:30pm in the CLC, and are the
fortnight before the School Council
meetings.

By the time you read this article we will also have run a very successful kiosk on Acoustic Night. We offered
snacks, hot and cold drinks.
At this stage we are still looking for someone to take the minutes of our meetings, type them and distribute
them via email. If this is something you can help us with, please contact Toni Peters.
I presume that many of our student’s parents and guardians are also very busy and they know how hard it is
sometimes, to just fit one more thing into their busy schedule. If you find that you can spare a couple of hours
to meet with us, we would love to see you at one or more of our meetings this year.
At our next couple of meetings we will be discussing ideas for a festival at Ashwood High School in 2018 as
part of the 60th anniversary celebrations. Why not come along and share some of your ideas with us?
If time is too tight, then perhaps you would like to be kept up-to-date with PFN news and be placed on our email
list.. If so, just send an email to pfn@ashwood.vic.edu. au and you shall be added to the list and at anytime you
are welcome to share your ideas, concerns, queries and accolades with us via our email.
I look forward to meeting more Ashwood High School parents at forthcoming meetings and functions.
Toni Peters

Parents & Friends Network 2017 committee
Chairman: Toni Peters | Secretary: Renee Mann | Treasurer: Alison Holmes
Communications: Tarya Corben Spencer & Robyn Harding

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.
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