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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

Forming Sound and Strong Governance – Good
to GREAT
Welcome to new member of the 2017 Ashwood High
School Council, Richard Walsh, and congratulations
to the elected School Council President, Mr Paul
Wanis. I am looking forward to forming strong
governance and working with all members as a team
to fulfil the objectives set out in the 2017 Annual
Implementation Plan and – ‘The Path Forward at
Ashwood High School’. At our first meeting for the
new Council, clear distinctions were made between
the role of School Council, Sub-Committees and the
Ashwood High School Parents and Friends Network.
Please note that the Education Sub-committee is
open to parents who are not on School Council. If
you are interested in attending please make contact
with Dr Mohsen Khalifè, Assistant Principal, who
convenes the meeting.
2016 Annual Report at the AGM – Good to GREAT
The 2016 Annual Report to the School Community
was presented, tabled, discussed and ratified at the
School Council Annual General Meeting (AGM) on
Wednesday 22 March, 2017. The 2016 Annual
Report (which has been made available on our
school website) demonstrates that our school is
improving in all areas.

Ashwood High School – 60 Years of Age in 2018 Increasing Positive Parental and Community
Engagement
It has come to my attention through our Facebook
Alumni connections that Ashwood High School will
turn 60 years of age in 2018. A new Facebook
Alumni page will be created later next term and we
will be looking to form a committee comprised of
ex-students from our great school. Enquiries or
expressions of interest should be sent to the attention
of Donna Mineo, Marketing and Communications
Manager.

UPCOMING EVENTS
19 April
21 April
26 April
1 - 5 May
9 - 11 May
9 - 12 May

(Continued on page 2)

Whole School Assembly
A Day in the Life of Ashwood High
School
Ashwood Revealed
VCAL Camp
NAPLAN
Year 8 Sunnystones Merrimu Camp
Year 10 Kangaroobie Princetown Camp
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Student Flag Bearers - Enhancing the Student
Culture
Student ambassadors have been selected from Year 9,
8 and 7 to take responsibility for raising and lowering
flags each day. A local resident and former service
member has volunteered to train the bearers according
to national protocols.
Science of Learning Research Centre (SLRC)
Science of Learning Network of Schools (SoLNoS) Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
The Science of Learning Research Centre (SLRC) is a
special research initiative of the Australian Research
Council. The Science of Learning Network of Schools is
a University of Melbourne funded Network position. The
SLRC brings together neuroscientists, psychologists
and education researchers with the common goal of
understanding how we learn and remember; and
determining how that understanding can be applied to
improve learning outcomes for today’s and tomorrow’s
students. Ashwood High School has been offered a
place as one of 10 Victorian schools in this Network.
This will provide outstanding learning opportunities for
teaching staff who, through the perspectives of
neuroscience, psychology and education, will help
design and optimally test education approaches and
ultimately improve outcomes through scientificallyvalidated learning tools and strategies.
Staffing – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
I am sure that all parents would agree that Reception
staff at Ashwood High School is second to none. We
welcome Jennifer Holden, who has replaced
Lara Walton, who has been employed to work in
Reception for 2 days per week. Jennifer is fortunate to
be working in close proximity to outstanding people at
Ashwood High School. We wish Lara Walton well in her
sea change to Warrnambool and thank her for her
contribution to Ashwood High School.
Ashwood High School

Leave – Valuing Staff and Building Capacity
The Department has approved my Leave for the period
Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June, 2017 (Week 7, Term
2). I will be preparing my doctoral research paper
presentation entitled ‘Integrating pre-service teacher
education in school-based educational change’. It will
be an exciting opportunity to present my PhD findings at
the Australian Teacher Education Association (ATEA)
2017 Conference to be held in Brisbane. Thank you to
Anna Kukuruzovic who has accepted the position of
Acting Principal for this one week period.
Student Voice and Agency – Growing Pride and

Achievement; Enhancing the Student Culture
Student membership of the Education Sub-committee
for 2017 is currently being considered. I encourage
Year 11 students with ambition and a deep commitment
to service to work with Dr Khalifé to prepare an
application for interview.

Student Led Conferences – Good to GREAT (all four
priorities)
The school Vision of engagement and excellence based
on mutual respect is abundantly clear. There were over
1500 Student Led Conference bookings. Parent
engagement is a reality at Ashwood High School. I
spoke with many proud parents on the day. Well done
to the Assistant Principals for coordinating this
important program celebrating reflective practice and
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partnerships between the school and our valued
families.

Study Hall 2017 - Enhancing the Student Culture
The Study Hall - Afternoon Homework Club is gaining
momentum with around 30 students enjoying extra
assistance in Maths / Science and English /
Humanities / Languages last week. Study Hall runs two
afternoons per week 3:30pm – 4:30pm. Well done to
Ms Bernie Jowett and Mrs Vicky Dernikos for making
this program possible.
House Cross Country 2017 - Enhancing the Student
Culture
Congratulations to all students who competed in the
House Cross Country on Friday 24 March. It was a
terrific turnout and I am always amazed that we are able
to host such a long distance event at our own school.
We are truly fortunate to have facilities that allow us to
host and hold so many events. Congratulations to:
4th place

343

Melba

361

Cowan

place

388

Paterson

1 place

390

Flynn

rd

3 place
nd

2

st

Congratulations to Mr Tom Grbac, Sports Coordinator
for his coordination of the event.
Deakin University Partnership and the Ashwood
Alliance
Increasing Positive Community
Engagement
The Ashwood High School - Deakin University Literacy
program commenced on Tuesday 7 March, 2017 with
60 pre-service teachers in attendance.Well done to Mr
Chris Tipping, Pedagogy, Partnerships and Professional
Learning Leader, for facilitating this program that will
favourably impact student learning.
Architectural and Building Program – Stage 2 –
Growing Pride and Achievement
It is anticipated that the main paths towards the Senior
School Centre will be completed by Open Night. The
three old buildings will be removed prior to Open Night.
We are currently working on landscape architecture
and further renovations to the Art – Design –
Technology School.
School Signage – Increasing Positive Community
Engagement
Signage on the perimeter will be installed prior to Open
Night. We are currently developing signage around the

Ashwood High School

school for branding, room location identity and
orientation. Ashwood High School is a first class facility
with unparalleled grounds.
Continuing to Build a Positive Reputation –
Increasing Positive Community Engagement
Last Friday, we had seventeen primary school families
attend our School Tour. These tours, held each week,
are a great opportunity for me to show off our beautiful
school, our wonderful students and the ‘Ashwood’ way
of learning. It is always a pleasure to meet new families
and I found it interesting to learn some of the things that
these parents have been hearing about Ashwood High
School in the primary school car parks and in the local
community. The ‘word on the street’ is that Ashwood is
now the one of the top schools to look at for Year 7
2018 and that the positive changes at Ashwood High
School including the ACE (an approved SEAL) Program
will make the school a popular choice for many families.
We have worked hard as a school community to
promote our school to the local community, so it is great
to hear that the community is now curious about our
school and want to come and see it for themselves.
Do you know anyone who would like to tour our
school? Our Open Night, Ashwood Revealed, is a great
opportunity to see our school and what it stands for. It’s
also a great time to take a look at our newly opened
buildings and see them firsthand. You can book online
for tours www.ashwood.vic.edu.au
A Safe and Enjoyable Term 1 Break
Ashwood High School extends its wishes for a safe and
enjoyable break to all members of the school
community.
I would like to thank all members of the school
community for your contribution to a very busy, exciting
and rewarding start to the year – a year of collective
responsibility at Ashwood High School. To Year 7
students and other students new to the school this
year, I trust you have all settled into school life and
enjoyed being part of our great school culture at
Ashwood High School. For most VCE students, the
break will present an opportunity to consolidate on a
solid term’s work. For others who have unfortunately
fallen behind, the break will be a time to catch up on
work for an improved performance in Term 2. Details
of staff availability and classes running during the term
break has been provided via Compass by Mrs Julie
Huggins Senior School Coordinator.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

Principal’s Comment

I wish all members of the Ashwood High School
community a safe and rewarding Easter holiday break.
We look forward to seeing you back at school for Term
2 on Tuesday 18 April 2017. I am looking forward to our
first Whole School Assembly for Term 2 where we will
launch the School Colours awards program to the
school community. I know that many students will be
excited and encouraged by our school’s continued
pursuit of excellence and improvement.
Mr Brett Moore | Principal
28 March 2017

Page 3 Parent Newsletter No 2

Student Engagement and Wellbeing
High levels of student achievement and educational
outcomes occur when students feel happy, supported
and engaged in their learning.
At Ashwood High School, we continually reflect upon
student engagement and wellbeing and investigate
opportunities and strategies to enhance students’ levels
of motivation, confidence and satisfaction. We do so
through the development of rigorous and engaging
curriculum; regular recognition and celebration of effort
and success; focus on holistic and authentic learning
experiences and occasions such as:
excursions,
camps, extra-curricular sports, music and dramatic
performances, debating programs, participation in
school decision making processes, student voice,
leadership opportunities and much, much more.
Our Student Engagement and Wellbeing team,
comprising of the House Coordinators (Brigitte
Ferguson, Katie Grounds, Meg McLellan, John
Sheehan), Student Services Manager (Lea Marrison),
International Student Program (ISP) Coordinator (Kim
Elliston),
VCE/VCAL/Careers
Coordinator
(Julie
Huggins), School Nurse (Fiona Keech), School
Chaplain (Andrew Austin); Leading Teacher: Student
Engagement, Wellbeing and Transitions (Shelley
Haughey) and myself (Anna Kukuruzovic - Assistant
Principal) meet regularly to monitor and analyse student
progress and to identify methods for improvement.
If required, students may be further supported by DET
(Department of Education and Training) Student
Support Services Officers (SSSOs) which include
psychologists, social workers and speech pathologists,
as well as a range of external support services and
agencies.

Research shows that student needs and outcomes are
best met when there is close collaboration between
home and school. When schools and families work
closely together, they significantly improve the learning
and developmental outcomes for the child and assist
them to maximise their potential. The Student Led
Conferences which were held on Wednesday 15 March
were a prime example of this. There was a busy,
concentrated and positive vibe in the Collaborative
Learning Centre throughout the entire day and evening
and it was delightful to witness the earnest discussions
on how students were progressing and how they could
further extend themselves. Though there are often valid
reasons why parents may not be able to attend such
events during the scheduled times, I would encourage
those parents to contact their child’s House Coordinator
or the subject teachers directly, to discuss the interim
report and the student’s progress.
I would further encourage parents to contact the school
at any time should they have queries or concerns. The
relevant House Coordination should be the first point of
reference.
Of course, there are also lots of social occasions
throughout the school year to which we warmly
welcome parents. Such events allow parents to see
their children in different contexts, meet their friends,
mingle with other parents, conduct informal discussions
with teachers and consolidate and deepen positive
relationships.
Our goals are the same. We, school and family, want
the very best educational experiences for our students.
Join us so we can make that happen.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Ms Anna Kukuruzovic | Assistant Principal

Lacrosse Special Opportunity

Want to be a guest player for a day in a local junior lacrosse team? No experience needed,
equipment supplied.
Boy's teams play Saturday mornings, girl's teams play Sunday mornings in Ashburton.
Great way to get out and be active and make new friends!
Contact Doug Fox, Camberwell Lacrosse Club 0488 241 100

Ashwood High School
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Thank you to all our students, parents and staff for a
wonderful first term. The term has flown by quickly and
the students have settled in well. Congratulations to all
the Year 7 students who have adapted so well to their
new learning environments and made it through to a
well-earned break. Whilst the forthcoming break
provides an opportunity to relax and reflect, I am aware
that some of SACs for senior students are scheduled
early in Term 2. I am hoping that the break can provide
the opportunity to catch up on any overdue work and
complete revision to ensure a smooth commencement
in Term 2. Mrs Huggins will issue a program for
classes/teacher support during the term break via
Compass.
These classes provide a significant
advantage for our students and are one way of
ensuring that all students have every opportunity to
achieve their potential and obtain the best outcomes.
Thank you in advance to those staff members who
have dedicated their time to support students during
the break.
Unit 3/4 Term Break Classes: Term 1 2017
Wednesday April 5: Further Mathematics,
10:00am - 1:00pm Room VC1
Wednesday April 5: Business Management,
2:00 - 4:00pm Room VC6
Thursday April 6: Physics, 9:00 - 11:00am
Room VC3
Thursday April 6: Biology, 10:00am - 12:00pm
Room VC1
NAPLAN & ICT provision, Exams and Semester 1
Reports
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN): Year 7 and 9 is scheduled in the
fourth week of Term 2 from 9 to 11 May and the tests
will be running while Year 8 and Year 10 are on
Camps. Further information will be provided early next
term. Semester 1 exams are scheduled in Week eight
of Term 2 and the process of these exams and
semester reporting will be communicated to you in
Term 2.

Education Sub-committee
This term, discussions were held about various
education and professional learning aspects including
the development of Ashwood High School instructional
model (PIVOT). This model will reflect a benchmark of
best teaching practice in classroom instruction through
explicit planning, transparent intentional learning
through which students are empowered to apply,
analyse and connect their learning in different contexts.
Student representation on the education subcommittee
followed a formal process this year in which students
were required to address given selection criteria and
provide a short CV. This was intended to promote
leadership among Year 11 students. The process
includes coaching and this will be concluded early in
Term 2. Thank you to the students who approached me
to express their interest of being representative on the
committee.
Co-curricular and Camps
Congratulations to all those who have competed in
sports during this term, particularly those who have
been successful in getting through to the next round of
their events. The enthusiasm and excitement around
student participation in Cross Country on Friday 24
March 2017 was amazing. I congratulate Tom Grbac
and all House Coordinators for their success on the
day.
Two camps were run in last week of Term 1, Gilwell
Park (Gembrook) and Around the Bay for Year 7 and 9
respectively with three further camps scheduled for
Term 2. These camps are namely Sunnystones
(Merrimu), Kangaroobie (Princetown) and Nayook for
Year 8, 10 and VCAL, respectively. Thank you to the
Camp and House Coordinators for organising these
camps and to all teachers who volunteered
participation in the Camps. Thank you to Parents and
Friends Network for their initiative in Year 9 Camp and
for their reflection on how future camps can further
promote inclusion.

PRINCIPAL CLASS ADDRESS (Leaders of a Learning Community)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

Thank you for all your hard work and please enjoy your
term break and I encourage everyone to take some
time to relax and re-energise, alongside of planned
activities and studies.
Dr Mohsen Kahlifé | Assistant Principal

As soon as you are aware of any changes of address, phone numbers, medical
details, living arrangements or any long term absences, please notify the school to
ensure all our records are accurate.

Ashwood High School
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As Term 1 draws to a close, and following the recent Student Led Conferences, the upcoming term break is a
good opportunity for the students to reflect on how their year is progressing.
Year 11 students should be focusing on how they feel they are managing the transition to VCE or VCAL and what
supports and changes they may need to put in place to ensure that the rest of the year progresses smoothly.
Year 12 students should be focussing on how well they are managing their workload, and developing their time
management and study skills further where necessary to ensure the best outcomes in all areas of their studies.
All students will have completed some formal assessments, whether SACs for the VCE students or Outcomes for
the VCAL students and thus will have some quantitative measure of how they are progressing. I would encourage
all students to revisit the advice and information provided by Elevate Education at the Year 11 Camp and Year 12
Retreat at the start of term as a starting point for these reflections.
All students are encouraged to seek assistance from staff at the school should they require some guidance in this
area. This may be from House Coordinators, subject teachers, the Student Services Manager - Lea Marrison, myself or any other staff member with whom they feel comfortable. It is also important that students regularly check
their school emails, this should be happening on a daily basis.
Finally I would like to acknowledge the behaviour of the Year 12 cohort during their Study sessions in their new
study space in the Senior Centre. It is fantastic to see the level of concentration and productive use of this time.
All senior students are also enjoying their new space at lunchtimes and recess and are to be commended on the
respect that they display with how they are managing the use of this space.
I wish all students a safe and restful break and would remind them that while, as senior students, they will be
expected to complete school work over this break it is still important that they take some time to recharge.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT
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This term has been a great start to 2017 and the students are settling in well. We have seen a huge uptake of
the new uniform across all year levels of the school. I encourage all parents to assist us in ensuring that the
uniform is worn correctly and in line with the uniform policy. A reminder that as part of the uniform policy all
Year 7 and 8 students are required to own the official Ashwood High School bag. Please ensure that your
student has the correct bag.
The SRC have been working hard this term on issues that affect them. They have been charged with writing a
submission about hand towel and soap in the bathrooms, following up on the basketball hoop on the existing
basketball court. These are all issues that have been brought up and now addressed by students. The
nominations for Year 7 SRC have gone out to the year level and applications close on Tuesday 28 March.
These students will be interviewed and appointed early next term.
The House Captains are in full swing organizing STAR Wars. This program will be slightly different from last
year – redesigned by the current House Captains and Vice Captains. It will be an exciting term with challenges
for people that enjoy a wide range of activities and we look forward to everyone getting involved.
Year 7 students have settled in well. Some students have experienced difficulty in managing all given
homework. I would highly recommend that any student who would like extra support should attend our
Homework Club Study Hall which is held each week - Maths and Science on Thursday; English, Humanities
and French on Friday.
Congratulations and thank you to the House Coordinators for all their hard work in making all our new students
feel welcome. The House Coordinators along with STAR teachers or classroom teachers are the points of call if
you have a concern regarding your student.
Camps are departing this week for Year 7 and 9 and full reports will be in the next newsletter. Congratulations
to everyone for a great Term 1 and look forward to working together for the rest of the year.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

ENGAGEMENT, WELLBEING & TRANSITIONS

Ms Shelley Haughey | Student Engagement, Wellbeing & Transitions Leader

Calling all MELBOURNE parents!
Global studies have indicated that developing Emotional Intelligence (EQ) in children leads to improved health,
academic achievement and relationships. In fact, EQ is viewed as the single most critical skills our children need to
navigate our increasingly complex world.
The good news is EQ is learnable, measurable and a scientifically-grounded skill set that helps children:
 Navigate increasing complexity and stress at school or at home
 Foster positive, healthy relationships with sibilings, friends and family
 Spark innovation, resilience and confidence to step outside their comfort zone
 Nourish compassion and inner peace (reduce bullying!)
 Grow as a positive change-maker in their own right
 Build tenacity, perseverance, positive academic and mindsets
We know parents play a big role in developing their children's EQ; as parents and their children communicate with
understanding and give a voice to their feelings in calm and meaningful ways, an unbreakable bond of acceptance,
trust and belonging translates into the outside world.
So, we're on a mission to help parents elevate their emotional language to grow these life-changing,
world-changing skills in their children.
This 1.5 hour experiential and informative Seminar will explore:
 What is EQ?
 How does EQ play a role in parenting and education?
 Introduction to Six Seconds and their model of EQ (8 competencies)
 Tips on how to develop critical Emotional Intelligence competencies in yourself, and your kids - activites, tools
and strategies to implement into your daily routines
Limited tickets available and only $40pp. To book use this link:
https://eqrevolutionparenting.eventbrite.com.au/
Ashwood High School
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School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

PEDAGOGY, PARTNERSHIP & PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
Valuing staff and building capacity: Performance and Development 2017

As a school of first choice we hold ourselves to high expectations. It is important for all members of the Ashwood
High School community to strive for their best. Not only do staff expect this from students but also of each other.
Staff are continually looking to improve their knowledge and practice to ensure our students are receiving the
best education we can deliver. The performance and development cycle staff participate in each year is one of
the key platforms to achieve this. Currently, staff are in the process of working collaboratively to develop and
implement these plans. There are four main areas these goals are based around:

It is a priority of the school to build the capacity of each staff member and value the work they do. The
performance and development cycle plays an important role creating a learning environment where this is
achieved.
Mr Chris Tipping | Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Ashwood High School
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This term has been very busy for all of us at Ashwood High
School, and has been very exciting too!
After kicking off the term with our House Swimming Carnival only
two weeks into Term 1, we already could see how eager students
are to participate in House events this year, and are anticipating
that a similar (or even higher) number of people will participate in
the Cross Country, and Athletics Carnival. We are both very
excited to see how great these events turn out to be!
The Year 7 and new students are settling in quite well, and both of Daisy-May Creighton Jack Burdett
us have had many chances to interact with these students and to get to know them. With many students
actively participating in the choir, drama club, Interact, and many other extracurricular activities ran as part of
our school, it has been very enlightening to talk to these younger students and be able to be role models for
them.
The House Captains have been very busy organising STAR Wars activities for Year 7-10 STAR groups,
which will be enjoyed throughout Term 2. The two of us have been overlooking this organisation process,
and are both excited to see how well it turns out to be when it's implemented. The SRC are also working
hard to take student suggestions, and making them a reality.
The Year 12s have been working hard, and have been busy with various excursions to enhance our learning
opportunities in our subjects. Many SAC's have been held, and overall we are doing quite well this term. The
VCAL students have been hard at work, learning about Food Handling (and acquiring a certificate for this) in
their Work Related Skills subject, as well as investigating road safety. Many Year 12s dressed up at Swimming, and we look forward to bonding and doing this again at Athletics in Term 2.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

We are both very excited to see the high number of members joining Interact, Choir and Drama Club, and
Choir members are excited to finally have enough members to get badges!
Both of us have already developed extensive skills from our first school term of being School Captains, and
look forward to great things ahead.
Daisy-May Creighton and Jack Burdett
Ashwood High School
School Captains

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICKUP POINTS AT ASHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that the drop off and pickup points for students are the rear main
carpark at the corner of Vannam Drive and Poplar Avenue, the Farmer Street Carpark (the
netball courts) at the east end of the School or along Vannam Drive towards the High Street
Road end.
The visitor carpark near the main office is NOT a drop off or pickup point and note that there are
parking restrictions in Vannam Drive near to the pedestrian crossing, during School Hours
8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Ashwood High School
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Although this has been a very short term, it has been action packed. Our Year 11 and 12 students started the year
off with team building, resilience training and goal setting experiences on their camp and study retreat. Although
not part of the STAR program the students went about setting their goals for 2017 with maturity and a strong focus
to achieve great results.
The remainder of Ashwood students have been working within their newly formed STAR groups to brainstorm,
unpack and set their own SMART goals (Specific, Measureable, Achievable, Realistic, Timely), with many of our
Year 8, 9 and 10 students assisting the new Year 7s and new students throughout their own year levels. It is really
great to see the comradery, team work and friendships forming within each STAR group. The process involved a
few STAR sessions as well as the Student led Conferences day/evening. We are very proud of all students who
attended and their level of focus, maturity and dedication to the reflection and goal setting process. All students
should have completed writing their goals and uploading them on to Compass. Please take the time in the school
holidays to look at these with your child.
We have also held two whole school sports events and numerous students have ventured out of the school to
represent Ashwood through interschool team sports and district swimming. Congratulations to all for their efforts to
contribute to our community, particularly those moving on to higher levels of competition.
Finally, our term has ended with two more camps, this time our Year 7s journeyed to Gilwell Park and our Year 9s
venturing around the bay, travelling from Melbourne to Geelong, Queenscliff to Sorrento, Portsea to Ashwood. We
trust that fun was had by all and we look forward to reports from both camps in the next newsletter.
House Co-ordinators:
Mr John Sheehan (Cowan House), Ms Katie Grounds (Flynn House), Ms Meg McLellan (Melba House),
Ms Brigitte Ferguson (Paterson House),

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

HOUSE CORNER

Photos from the Year 11 Retreat

Ashwood High School
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All the new international students have settled into their routines this term. They have been very involved with
the school curriculum activities and their studies. They are becoming accustomed to the Australian way of life
and the Australian education system.
Here are some new students in their learning environment:
Ms Kim Elliston | International Student Program Coordinator

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
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On Wednesday 15 March, Miss Sunyi Song from the International Student Program took three students to
Government House to attend the Welcome Reception for New International Students. The three representatives
were Gladys Wang, Kingsley Liang and Erin Zhu.
Here is a report written by the three students:
Victorian International School Student Welcome Reception
We were invited to the Victorian International School Student Welcome Reception on Wednesday 15 March at
Government House, Melbourne. The Welcome Reception is an annual event to formally welcome newlycommencing international school students to Victoria. The Honourable Linda Dessau, Governor of Victoria made
a speech and welcomed all the international students. She encouraged all students to enjoy the unique and
culturally diverse lifestyle in Melbourne by exploring various cuisines and barracking for a football team while we
are studying in beautiful Victoria.
There was also a guest speaker who finished her secondary schooling and continues on her further study at
Melbourne University. She shared her study experience and advised us to study hard and participate in all the
extra curriculum provided by school to expand our experiences while studying in Victoria. We all received a lot of
good advice from her speech, which gave us an opportunity to reflect on our school life as well. We are now
more determined to keep working hard to be better at Ashwood High School. At the end of official proceedings, a
group photograph was taken and all government school students had a chance to get a photograph taken with
all the guests in front of the Government House building.
The atmosphere was very welcoming and we felt very privileged to be an international student in Victoria. We
were all pleased to be part of this welcoming event and appreciated that we learnt so many aspects of living in
Victoria – the Education State.
Jingxi (Kingsley) Liang, Mengling (Glenys) Wang and Xijia (Erin) Zhu

Ashwood High School

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
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Debating and Public Speaking
Round 1 of the Interschool Debating Competition for
senior and intermediate students was run on
Thursday 16 March. As always Ashwood had strong
representation, with four teams competing in 2017.
The teams this year are supported by regular training
sessions on Thursday afternoons after school, and
our first training session was enthusiastically attended
as the students developed their skill in how to start
their speech and get the audience’s attention.
Both our B Grade teams debated the topic “That
parents should not be allowed to refuse medical
treatment for their children” in the affirmative. The
team of Chelsea Dunstan, Mandy Kha and Alan Martin
put forward a well-planned and coherent team
argument, which saw them defeat the opposing team
from John Monash with Mandy being awarded best
speaker. Unfortunately the second team of
Majd Mesleh, Ethan Wardlaw and Ron Babaei were
narrowly defeated.
Our C Grade team of Jakob Moeller, Lachlan Downes and Katriana Fernando debated the topic “That the value of
a citizen’s vote should diminish with age” in the affirmative. Again our team won the debate with Lachlan
achieving best speaker despite the fact that this was his first debate, which was an exceptional achievement.
Finally, our D Grade team of Amy Peters, Bianca Cox and Kieran Langlands debated and won their topic “That
Australia should adopt a new national flag”, again in the affirmative. Amy was awarded best speaker, whilst
Kieran’s effort of speaking in his first debate despite having had an accident that impeded his speaking was
highly creditable. It was great to see team-mate Julie Moeller also attend to support her team even though she
was not debating in this round.

School Connectedness (Engagement & Wellbeing)

DEBATING

Parents, students and staff are welcome to attend and watch the debates which begin around 7:00pm and run
until 9:00pm at Wesley College on High Street Rd. The second round will take place on Thursday the 4 May.
Mr Dom Holloway | Allied Learning Area Coordinator, - Art/Tech/PE & Debating

Study Hall Program - After School Homework
The Study Hall Program, which is new this year, offers assistance in English, Humanities and French
on Friday afternoon and Maths and Science on Thursday afternoon. The program has been well
received by both parents and students, as it offers not only help with Homework but also the
opportunity to receive one-to-one tuition for students who needs extra assistance as well as for
students who would like extension work.
The teachers who are running the Study Hall Program – Ms. Jowett and Mrs. Dernikos – are also
available to assist students organise their study plan.
Numerous students from Years 7 to Years 10 are making the most of this chance to further enhance
their learning
Study Hall is located in the new Resource Centre near the Media and the Cooking spaces. Everyone is
welcome.
Ms Bernie Jowett | Science and Maths Teacher

Ashwood High School
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Firstly, a reminder to parents/guardians that Interim Progress Reports are available to download and view
on Compass. If you are yet to view your child’s report, please ensure you log on to Compass to do this. If
you require assistance with Compass or your log in details, please contact the General Office. Compass is
used as our main source of distributing information and parents/guardians are encouraged to log on
regularly in order to keep abreast of upcoming events and important information about our programs. The
Compass Newsfeed and Calendar informs students and parents/guardians of important dates and
changes to the regular curriculum for Term 2, including the following:


Ashwood Revealed Open Night: Wednesday 26 April



Senior Sport: Friday 5 May



VCAL Camp: Monday 1 – Friday 5 May



NAPLAN for Year 7 and 9 students: Tuesday 9 – Thursday 11 May



Year 8 and Year 10 Camps: Tuesday 9 – Friday 12 May



Senior Sport: Monday 22 May



Athletics Carnival: Tuesday 23 May



District Cross Country: Monday 29 May



Intermediate Sport: Friday 2 June



Exam Week: Monday 5 June – Friday 9 June



GAT: Wednesday 14 June



Report Writing Day: Friday 16 June



Year 8 Sport: Wednesday 21 June



Year 7 Sport: Thursday 29 June



Year 10 Work Experience: Monday 26 June – Friday 30 June

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

As our first term draws to a close, it has been so pleasing to see the commitment of both students and
parents to reflecting upon learning and progress, and of setting meaningful learning goals to improve
student outcomes.

Compass also provides all students and parents/guardians with the details for upcoming VCE SACs for
Units 1 & 3.
More information will be provided in early Term 2 about the processes involved for NAPLAN and the Year
7-11 Exam Week. Parents/guardians of students in Years 7 and 9 are encouraged to visit the NAPLAN
website over the holidays, in order to assist your child to prepare and be comfortable with requirements for
NAPLAN testing. This website includes a FAQ section, advice for parents/guardians, information about
results, as well as sample test papers to go through with your children. Please refer to the link below:
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support

STUDENT ABSENCE HOTLINE
The school absence hotline is available 24 hours a day. Please call
9809 6950 and leave a detailed message advising your name, student
name, date of absence and reason for absence.

Ashwood High School
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Year 7 – 10 students have since used the feedback provided in their Interim Progress Reports and at the
Student Led Conferences to develop appropriate SMART goals to work towards throughout the semester.
(VCE and VCAL students set their goals at their study retreat earlier in the year and encouraged to track their
progress independently). Students should be able to share and/or review their goals with their parents/
guardians through the Compass Insights function. So parents/guardians, please ask your children about the
following:
Semester 1 Learning Goals on Compass Insights
Long Term Goal
Short Term Goal #1
Short Term Goal #2
Short Term Goal #3
Actions/Strategies

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

On Wednesday 15 March, the Student Led Conferences were held in the CLC for students of all year levels. It
was fantastic to see such a high percentage of students and parents/guardians in attendance. There was an
electric buzz across the learning spaces as students reflected on what they were most proud of, how and when
they learn best and how the students, teachers and parents can work together to optimize their learning.

Strengths
Weaknesses
Co-curricula Involvement
Have a restful and productive Term 1 break!
Ms Natalie Same | Head of Curriculum/ACE Coordinator

Scholarships for Year 7 2018
Ashwood High School offers scholarships for entry in Year 7 in the following categories:






Academic Scholarship
Sporting Excellence Scholarship
Leaders and Community Spirit Scholarship
Instrumental Music Scholarship
Performing Arts Scholarship (new in 2018)

Applications can be made online or via the website www.ashwood.vic.edu.au

Ashwood High School
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In this edition of the newsletter, we are featuring news from the Humanities area, which includes the studies
of Accounting, Business Management, Legal Studies, History and Geography.
Year 11 Legal Studies Excursion- County/ Supreme Courts
On 23 March, the Units 1&2 (VCE Year 11) Legal Studies class travelled into the city for an excursion, to the
County and Supreme Courts.
The first court we visited was the Supreme Court where we spoke to a Senior Justice (Judge) about his
experiences in the legal system. We followed this by observing a current murder case where we watched
three witnesses being questioned by the prosecution and defence barristers. After that, we went into the
Supreme Count library where we learned some of the history of the court and about some famous cases,
such as the trial of Ned Kelly.
After the lunch break, we returned to our meeting spot to make our way into the County Court. After going
through rather extensive security, we were met by a Tipstaff who escorted us to a court room to meet with a
judge. We were given a tour of the court room and were able to sit in the comfortable jury seats whilst the
judge was talking to us and answering our questions. After a long, entertaining discussion, we headed to
another courtroom to view a trial involving an aggravated burglary and robbery. We watched a witness come
to the witness box and be questioned by the prosecutor and defence barristers.
This excursion was a really good experience and we learned a lot. It gave us great insight into what life in the
courts is like and what we've been discussing in class.
Jules Wanis and Chelsea Dunstan - Year 11

Year 9 Humanities - Geography Biome Poster

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

Year 9A & 9B have been studying the world’s Biomes and Food Security. As part of this unit of work they
have produced Geographic Posters to demonstrate their understanding of the various biome’s characteristics
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology Teacher
Ms Kath Robinson | Media, English & Humanities Teacher

Opportunities exist at Ashburton United Soccer Club
for female soccer players between the ages of 12-16
to play in teams for the 2017 Season. If you would
like to come along and bring a friend please contact
Lesley at lesley@ashburtonsoccer.com.au or ring
9885 2374 for more information. A great local club
with opportunities for all level of players.

Ashwood High School

Page 16 Parent Newsletter No 2

Engaging and empathising with the past in Year 8 History
In Humanities, we battled our way through the Viking Age learning about how the Vikings faced the world. Using
our magnificently gracious long ship that we had built, we sailed it from Norway to Greenland in order to meet
Leif Ericson or Leif the "Lucky". As we continued our journey, we were astonished to meet one of the Gods,
Thor, the God of Thunder and Lightning. He was a classic Herculean built, wielding a deadly hammer as his
symbol of being the God of Thunder. Shortly after, we witnessed the great raid on Lindisfarne in 793AD. It was a
barbarous battle, with blood everywhere, while the treasure was being furiously looted. Moments later, we
travelled down to "The Bayeux Tapestry" In 1066AD, we spectated the Battle of Hastings between England and
France. It was intriguing and they got the whole tapestry cheerfully chattering about it. Finally, we sailed back to
our classroom and settled in to raid our books in the hope to further understand the topic prior to our "battle".
Jadrien Noel - Year 8

Over the past few weeks in Humanities, we've been learning about Vikings and their lifestyles. We watched the
BBC documentary series 'Vikings', created long ship models and plaques to go along with them, showing some
facts about long ships. We created short stories about the lives of Vikings and did a report on the Lindisfarne
Raid. We've learned that the Vikings were experienced explorers, travelling far from their homeland in
Scandinavia to trade, battle, raid and discover new land to farm and settle in. They constructed great boats too,
making warships that they could easily and efficiently land and also make quick escapes on. They were pagans
as well, holding their own beliefs of gods, goddesses, giants and the Viking heaven 'Valhalla' but they were
eventually converted to Christianity. The Vikings lived fascinating lives and they've been intriguing to learn about.
Claire Watkins - Year 8

This term in Humanities, we've been learning about the fierce and mighty Vikings and how they survived in
Scandinavia. So far, we've learnt and been assessed on our understanding of long ships, the famous Lindisfarne
Raid of 793A.D, trading, religion and much more. I'm excited to carry on this unit next term!
Courtney Tulia - Year 8

Ashwood High School

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

English/Humanities/LOTE

Page 17 Parent Newsletter No 2

On Thursday March 9 the Unit 3/4 Physics class travelled to Luna Park in St Kilda to take part in the annual
“Physics Day at Luna Park” event organised by the Physics’ Teacher’s Association of Victoria. The students
joined around 700 other Physics students from across Victoria and acquitted themselves very well as they
enjoyed the rides while collecting data related to the study of Motion; in particular Energy, Force, Acceleration
and Circular Motion.
The data collected by the students was used to complete a number of worksheets that relate closely to exam
style questions. The focus of the students on the theoretical aspect of this excursion is to be commended, and
indeed was commented on by a number of teachers from other schools. They were so engaged in the
worksheets at one stage that they had to be reminded to move on to the next ride! The fact that the students
have witnessed and felt firsthand the effects of the different forces has enabled a greater understanding of the
theory.
The students were a credit to the school, displaying consideration of others, both within their group and the
wider group of schools participating on the day.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator
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In Week 8, our Year 12 Biology students completed an investigation
into cellular respiration as part of their Unit 3 School Assessed
Coursework. Crickets were used to observe changes which occur
during the respiration process. As the crickets breathed, the carbon
dioxide they produced caused a reaction. The reaction happened as
the cotton wool, soaked in potassium hydroxide, formed a
precipitate of potassium carbonate when it reacted with carbon
dioxide in the test tube. The change in volume of gases in the tube
could be seen by the level of liquid rising in the pipette.
Ms Kate Davis | Maths and Science Coordinator

Maths Game
Students in Mr Cifra’s Year 8 Maths class were recently studying Integers. To make it fun, the students
constructed a game called “Walk the Plank”, where a pirate’s fate was decided through a coin toss and die
roll. A positive direction meant back on ship, a negative direction meant the pirate was shark food.
Mr Michael Cifra | Maths and Science Teacher
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Year 10 Design Technology: Metal has started the year with a bang! If you walk past the workshop when it is full
swing you will hear much clanging of metal on metal. Students are enjoying working with metal in various ways:
annealing, forging, saw piercing, soldering, polishing and more.
The Year 10s have commenced their major projects and there are many exciting projects in development, from
delicate jewellery hair-pieces and chain-mailled, to larger sculptures of houses, and armour projects creating
helmets.
Look out for the finished products in June, 2017.
Ms Catherine Preston | Visual Communication, Design & Technology

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

Visual Communication, Design & Technology

WAVERLEY WARRIORS
Contact : Matty - 0458 990 040

Join us for AFL Footy Over 35s and Over 50s
PRE SEASON TRAINING NOW ON EVERY
WEDNESDAY AT 6.30PM
Check our website for training venue or to subscribe to our email list
www.waverleywarriors.com.au
Ashwood High School
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Mr Dom Holloway | Allied Learning Area Coordinator, - Art/Tech/PE & Debating

Student Learning (Curricular and Co-Curricular Activities)

The Year 12 students visited ACMI at Federation Square on the evening of March 9 to watch the Top 12 Media
films from across Victoria in 2016. The films that the Year 12 students saw provided inspiration for their major
productions that they will begin in Term 2. Currently the Year 10s are working on pre-production planning for
short films that focus on using production elements such as lighting, sound, camera shots and mise en scene to
build suspense. The groups have been producing a log line, Treatment, Intention, Audience outline, script,
storyboard, shot list and a written document outlining the techniques (film) that they will use to engage their
audience.

In Week 7 the entire Year 9 cohort travelled into the city to SYN Radio to experience live broadcasting in
preparation for their Radio Ashwood project. Students have been researching all aspects of setting up and
running a student radio station, including generating content, promoting the station and organising the recording
studio space.
After training, investigating how to organise and assemble a one hour radio show, all the students broadcast live
on SYN 90.7 between 2 and 3pm. Despite a few technical glitches, the results were as entertaining as they were
informative and all students gained hands-on knowledge of what is required to make a successful radio program.
Mr Dom Holloway | Allied Learning Area Coordinator, - Art/Tech/PE & Debating

Ashwood High School

Page 21 Parent Newsletter No 2

On Monday 6 March, the Intermediate Volleyball, Baseball,
Softball and Cricket teams represented Ashwood High
School. Whilst the results didn’t go our way, it was
particularly pleasing to see such a big number of Year 9
and 10 students participating in Interschool Sport.
On Friday 10 March, the best swimmers of Ashwood High
School made their way to Aquanation in Ringwood to
compete against other local schools in the Mullum District
Swimming Carnival. It was an outstanding effort from all
participants, with the highlight being Karina Kresnadi
crowned as 15 Year Old Girls Age Group Champion. A
proud Mr. Moore presented ribbons to the winning
competitors, including some of Ashwood’s own. Mr Moore
was particularly proud when presenting Karina with her Age Group Champion medallion. A fantastic effort in
the pool, and I hope for even more participants next year.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

Interschool Sport

And finally on Tuesday 21 March, after the unfortunate cancellation of the Year 7 Softball and Baseball
teams, the Year 7 Girls and Year 7 Boys Volleyball teams travelled to Dandenong Stadium to compete.
After a strong start for both the Girls and Boys teams, their play trailed off as the day wore on. The
matches were played in great spirits and there was plenty of encouragement throughout the day. Once
again, I would like to congratulate and thank all Year 7 Volleyball team members on their participation and
sportsmanship.

Mr Tom Grbac | Sports Coordinator

Ashwood High School
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Year 10 HPE – Outdoor Studies
Students from Year 10 Outdoor Studies had the opportunity to
apply their learning from Term 1 on a field trip to Yarra Bend
Park. Located only a few kilometres from the CBD, Yarra
Bend Park has some amazing bushland that really makes you
feel like you have escaped the hustle and bustle of the busy
city that is Melbourne. Students appreciated the chance relax
and remove themselves from all of the distractions now
associated with everyday life.
This term, students have been learning about how people
form relationships with outdoor environments, including their
interactions, perceptions and impacts on it. Yarra Bend Park
served as the case study location for their assessment task.
Students hiked 15km along the Yarra River over the course of
the day to gather primary data (field notes and observations)
to evaluate which type of relationships are dominant.
Everybody enjoyed the experience with a highlight for many
being the 2km walk along the Flying Fox Lookout Trail where
many bats were resting in the gum trees.
Mr Chris Tipping | Pedagogy, Partnerships & Professional Learning Leader

Kicking off on April 1 is the Premier’s Active April challenge! Active
April is a Victorian Government initiative to promote healthy and
active lifestyles. During Active April you will log your daily physical
activity online or using the Active April app for iPhone or android.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

HEALTH / PE

Starting on the first day of school holidays, Active April is the perfect
opportunity to get out and get active with your family and friends. The
Active April TRACKER allows students to track their progress, unlock
trophies, see what physical activities their friends are doing and go in
the draw to win some awesome prizes for yourself and your school!
This year, Ashwood High School students will being joining three
Active April teams; their school, their house and their class group
using the codes below. The School will also be running several
lunchtime activities running during Active April in Term 2 to assist
students earn more physical activity points for their school and house!
Finally, everyone who participates in the Active April challenge will be
able to access:

10 free passes to participating YMCAs

15% off at Sportsmart

1hr tennis court hire at Melbourne Park or Albert Reserve

A free Get into Cardio Tennis session

2 for 1 ticket offer to SEA LIFE Melbourne Aquarium

Plus, be in the draw to win a FITBIT FLEX purchased by the
Ashwood High School Health and PE team.
So make sure you jump onto https://app.activeapril.vic.gov.au/ and click REGISTER TODAY!
Team ID’s:

ashwood-high-school

flynn-house

melba-house

paterson-house

cowan-house
Mr Dom Holloway | Allied Learning Area Coordinator, - Art/Tech/PE & Debating
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Our ACE students have been hard at work this term, exploring new concepts and facing new challenges across
their five ACE subjects. Some of our Year 7 students have found managing their time in the completion of
homework to be rather difficult to balance. The ACE teachers have found that because the students are so
committed to producing the best quality work that sometimes they spend too long on tasks and this causes
unnecessary stress.
The important thing to remember is that we all need to work ‘smarter’ and not necessarily ‘harder’. Students
should clarify with their teachers how long they should be spending on certain tasks, or consult their Compass
lesson plans for this information. They need to seek feedback from their teachers about how to best optimize their
time and manage the demands of the ACE program.
This is why in the ACE program there is a strong focus on responding to feedback and learning through
reflection.
ACE students regularly reflect on their learning and write weekly entries into their learning journals. This week the
Year 8 ACE students were asked to reflect upon the feedback provided by their Interim Progress Reports and at
the Student Led Conferences. Here are some of their insightful comments about their learning:
‘I was told to put more effort in and challenge myself, instead of just trying to get things done. I’m going to work
on this and give myself rewards if I challenge myself.’
‘I have to stop worrying about getting the answer wrong and just give it a go! To show my working out every time
I’m doing Maths. I have to keep in mind that showing working out gives you more marks!’
‘I was told that I need to participate more in group discussions. I will act on this by sharing my thoughts,
responses and asking questions more frequently and not being worried about what others might think. The result
would be that I would gain further understanding of topics.’
So, what else has been happening in ACE this term? Below the Year 8 students share their experiences from
Term 1 2017:
Maths:
So far, Maths this term has been a great challenge for all of the students in ACE! The topics we have covered
are: scientific notation, probability, fractions, decimals, factor trees, prime numbers, and more! We’ve had 3 tests
and they all have been quite challenging in a good way.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Lexi, Lula & Bailey
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French:
In ACE French this year we have hit the ground running continuing on with our units from last year. At the
moment we are working our way through unit 8, learning about how to make the imperative form and using à
and de in a sentence. We have been learning through a demonstration then doing specific tasks based on the
knowledge we were taught. We have noticed everyone's progress in French and we have learnt so much since
first starting.
Sienna, Cathrine and Dylan.

Science:
We have learnt about chapter 6 in the science book which is about rocks and how they form and the types of
rocks and how old they are. We also learnt about the extinction of dinosaurs, their origin and fossils. Another
topic we covered briefly was the history of the existence of the earth and how insignificant humans are. To help
us learn these things we participate in activities such as pricing together bones from an animal to help us see
how palaeontologist would have to think to work out how animals would have look. We also learnt how different
rocks are formed.
Scott, Zac and Sienna

English:
In English this year we are working towards creating a viewpoint text that was will be presented as an oral. We
have learnt about the difference between Informative and Persuasive texts, as well as working on our grammar
using a textbook. We will soon begin working on Lord of the Flies. We have looked at the use of language in a
viewpoint article that was in the newspaper. We have learnt the difference between an event and an issue, as
well as how to structure a viewpoint essay.
Kelly, Cody and Jenson

Humanities:
In Year 8 ACE humanities with Miss Same we have been studying about the renaissance, medieval Europe,
our spirit smoothies questions and COI (community of inquiry). Our favourite part of ACE humanities is
community of inquiries because you get to hear other people's opinions about different topics and events. We
found our research assignment and remembering dates, names and important events that occurred in each
topic a challenge. Overall ACE humanities this year has been really fun and enjoyable but challenging at the
same time.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

ACCELERATED CURRICULUM AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (ACE)

Iman, Kevin & Nyapal

Ms Natalie Same | Head of Curriculum/ACE Coordinator

ACE – an approved SEAL Program
Entry for Year 7 2018
The Accelerated Curriculum and Enrichment program is an educational program designed to meet
the needs of high performing, highly motivated students who are ready for the challenge of a
complex, fast paced and integrated program of learning.
ACE testing is open to all Grade 6 students and is scheduled for Wednesday 21 June, 2017 at
Ashwood High School. ACE testing, provided by ACER will cost $50 per student, which includes
the ACER testing fee, marking and reports.
To register for the testing, click here or go to www.ashwood.vic.edu.au

Ashwood High School
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We are very excited to see that the choir has grown to 35 members this year, thus qualifying to have badges
which are currently being designed and issued by the Principal, to a very well deserving group of students who
meet every Wednesday. So far we have had a lot of fun doing a range of warm up activities and working on a
large production number with the band.
The choir has also been asked to perform the National Anthem at the whole school assemblies, an honour that
the choir is taking on board to hopefully work in some soloists, harmonies and musicians to vary the
performances each term. This will be an important step in developing a sense of pride in our national song
similar to the pride and respect our sportsmen and women show at international events.

Student Learning (Curriculum & Extra Curricular Activities)

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Students are already working towards our Acoustic Night which appears to be shaping up to a larger event
which will take place on Wednesday 17 May in the PAC. Both individual and group items, including the choir,
band and VET students will perform at this occasion which has proven to be a popular event on the calendar
with performers and audiences alike. We hope to see you there.
Year 7- 9 Music classes are also working on performances with the Year 7 spectacular coming up towards the
end of the semester, Year 8s working on performing and composing the Blues and the Year 9 classes have
completed their first independent small group assessment task with wonderful results. This class will also be
represented at the Acoustic Night to showcase the enormous talent we have at this year level. Congratulations
Year 9s.
Instrumental enrolments are currently being accepted for Term 2 with the commencement of a woodwind
teacher Ms Naomi Holman which is an exciting area of growth for the Music Department and the Mixed
Ensemble. New students interested in learning flute, clarinet or saxophone or any of our other instruments on
offer should see Ms Mundell or collect a form from the office to enrol NOW for Term 2.
Now that everyone has had a term to settle in to life at Ashwood High School, students may be able to juggle
their work to take up an instrument and get involved in this social, exciting and highly rewarding program. The
benefits of undertaking Music are well known including brain development, becoming a well-rounded person,
interacting and engaging with others and developing a sense of pride and responsibility. This fits in perfectly
with the Ashwood High School values C.H.O.I.R. Many of our students develop their public persona and public
speaking skills to take on leadership roles.
We look forward to developing our next generation of musicians and singers so be sure to get involved and
challenge yourself. Happy playing and singing!
Ms Felica Mundell | Instrumental Music Coordinator
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Peer Support Program
Term 1 has been a busy term with many of the Year 9 and 10 students taking on a Leadership role as Peer
Support Leaders for all the Year 7s.
Peer Support Program assists in the transition to High School for Year 7 students and provides an
opportunity for Year 9 and 10 students to lead a program.

Transitions & Pathways

STUDENT SERVICES REPORT

Each week, we have had 12 groups – consisting of approximately 3-4 leaders with approximately eight Year
7 students, running weekly activities. The groups have enabled friendships to develop, given the Year 7s the
opportunity to ask questions to their Peer Support Leaders about high school, and allowed the opportunity for
the Year 9 & 10 students to develop their mentoring and leadership skills.
The groups and activities have been designed around getting to know each other, enhancing team building
skills and communication skills, discussing values, accepting differences and respecting others’ ideas and
opinions, whilst having fun.
Ms Lea Marrison | Student Services Manager
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As we move closer to Term 2 when our Year 10 students undertake their Work Experience, I started to reflect
on the skills that employers value and look for when hiring. What is known as ‘technical skills’ are important
such as a Dentist knowing how to fill cavities but many employers focus on ‘soft skills’ that candidates need to
posses. Don’t get me wrong, ‘technical skills’ are essential to do the job however there is no benefit to an
organisation in hiring someone who knows how to analyse large pieces of data without being able to
communicate what that analysis means. During my recent visit to RMIT University, I heard several academics
talk about the ‘soft skills’ training that they provide their students because it’s what industries are demanding.
So what are the soft skills I hear you ask? They are essentially another description for ‘transferable/
professional skills’ such as your attitude, communication skills, emotional intelligence and a whole host of
other personal attributes which are crucial to career success in the 21 st Century. The current thinking is that
‘technical skills’ may get you an interview but ‘soft skills’ is what gets you the job!

Transitions & Pathways

CAREERS NEWS

Some students might be wondering why they need to be thinking about these ‘soft skills’ seeing that they’re
still at school. Well, these skills are very important and relevant to students now because they are skills that
need to be practiced over time. Unlike ‘technical skills’ which can be learnt via a course, there are no courses
to develop ‘soft skills’. These skills only develop through experiences you have in your life. So when looking at
the ‘soft skills’ listed below that many employers rate highly, I encourage you to think about experiences that
you have had at school and in your personal life where you have either demonstrated or started to develop
some of these skills. For example, have you worked on group projects where you needed to use your
collaborative skills, problem solving skill and perhaps at times your conflict resolution skills?
Among tertiary institutions and reports written from well know Australian recruitment companies such as Hays,
‘soft skills’ are increasingly becoming the ‘hard skills’ of today’s workforce. It’s just not enough to be highly
trained in the technical skills without developing the softer, interpersonal and relationship-building skills that
help you to communicate and collaborate effectively. The people skills are more critical than ever as
companies struggle to find meaningful ways to remain competitive and be productive.
So next time you apply for a part-time job, a work experience placement or a school leadership role think
about how you can demonstrate your ‘soft skills’ so that you can standout from the crowd.
SOFT SKILLS





Work-Ethic
Dependable
Positive Attitude
Self-Confidence






Communication
Teamwork/Collaboration
Adaptability
Leadership

 Problem Solving
 Negotiation/Conflict Resolution
 Decisiveness/Critical
Observation

Mrs Voula Jakubicki | Careers & Pathways Advisor

With the upcoming term break upon us I would encourage all students to ensure that they are regularly checking
Compass and the Ashwood Career’s website for opportunities to engage in career focussed activities over the
break.
These activities are usually offered by the various tertiary providers and may include Year 12 opportunities to find
out more about particular study options – such as La Trobe’s Experience days and the University of Melbourne’s
“A day at Melbourne”. As well as options for other year levels such as Monash University’s Day for Year 10
students and RMIT’s holiday programs across various study areas and year levels. These activities are often
free but do require registration and are a great way to explore the options available to you upon completion of
your secondary studies.
The senior students are also able to access information from the noticeboards in the Senior Centre classrooms
as well as the book cases in the communal area. One such notice is a reminder to Year 12 students planning to
apply to study Medicine at Monash University or Dentistry at La Trobe University that they need to register for the
UMAT. This is also required for a number of interstate universities for courses in the medical field. Please see
the notice in VC3 or myself should you require further information about this.
I would encourage all students in all year levels to be engaging in career conversations with their families on a
regular basis. Voula Jakubicki and I are also available to meet with students and their parents/guardians to
facilitate these discussions.
Mrs Julie Huggins | Senior School Coordinator / Careers Coordinator

Ashwood High School

Page 28 Parent Newsletter No 2

Ashwood High School

Parent / Community Partnerships

BUSINESSMANAGER’S
MANAGER’S REPORT
BUSINESS
REPORT

Page 29 Parent Newsletter No 2

Finance Report
Year 7 and Year 8 invoicing is complete with the exception of camps and excursions that may occur
throughout the year. Year 9 to Year 12 invoicing has been applied to subjects students are attending in
Semester 1. Semester 2 electives will be applied late in Term 2 or early in Term 3. Statements will be
emailed shortly. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the General Office on
9807 1333.
Camps Sport Excursion Fund
If you hold a Government Concession Card you may be eligible to apply for the Camps, Sports and
Excursion Fund which for a secondary student is $225.00. CSEF applications can be submitted to the
General Office up until 23 June, 2017. Many families have already applied and some funding has been
received. This funding must be used on the expenses of Camps, Sporting Events and Excursions.
Ms Debbie Whitehouse | Business Manager
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